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WORK STARTS ON HOLBROOK BYPASS 
 
The vision of a safer, fully duplicated road linking Australia’s biggest and second 
biggest cities is almost a reality following the turning of the first sod today on a project 
which will upgrade the last remaining section of the Hume Highway where work is yet 
to commence – the Holbrook bypass. 
 
Federal Infrastructure and Transport Minister Anthony Albanese said once the 
bypass is completed in 2013, there will for the first time ever be a four lane divided 
highway running all the way from Sydney to Melbourne. 
 
“The bypass will also take up to 2,700 trucks a day off the local streets of Holbrook as 
well as deliver safer driving conditions and shorter travel times for all those that use 
this section of one of the nation’s busiest highways. 
 
“Importantly, this project is just one part of the unprecedented investment the Gillard 
Labor Government is making in NSW. All up, we’re investing $12 billion – or a third of 
our $37 billion Nation Building Program – to renew and expand the State’s road and 
rail infrastructure.” 
 
The $247 million Holbrook bypass is being built by Abigroup with funding from the 
Australian Government ($220 million) and the NSW Government ($27 million). 
 
Representing the NSW Roads Minister at today’s sod turning, Albury MP Greg Aplin 
said the 9.5 kilometre bypass will provide easy entry and exit to the north and south 
of the town as well as twin bridges over Culcairn Road and Ten Mile Creek. 
 
“Preliminary work such as clearing, fencing, utility relocations, site establishment and 
drainage work is being carried out,” said Mr Aplin. 
 
“Work on this project is expected to be completed in mid 2013. 
 
“The Woomargama and Tarcutta bypasses, which are fully funded by the Federal 
Government, are currently being built and are due to open to traffic by the end of 
2011. 
 
“This new bypass will improve safety for local residents by reducing the number of 
cars and trucks on Holbrook’s local streets. 
 
“The completion of the Holbrook bypass and the culmination of the Hume Highway 
upgrade will be a significant accomplishment for both governments.” 
 
 
 


