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Winner announced: Sydney primary school vessel naming competition  

 
The newest custom-built boat for cleaning Sydney Harbour will be called Mallagongan 
(an Aboriginal name for the platypus) after it was chosen as the winning name in a 
competition by Sydney primary school students. 
 
NSW Ports Minister Duncan Gay said the name was well suited to the new $1.9M 
purpose-built, state of the art vessel. 
 
“We received a very positive response when we asked the future owners and users of 
Sydney Harbour to help us decide what to call our newest boat,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“The Mallagongan is the flagship of our Environmental Services fleet, working all year 
round to keep Sydney Harbour clear of debris. 
 
“It is 16.3m long, powered by twin 450-horsepower engines and has an on-board 
crane. Litter is skimmed from the water with a special water-jet assisted litter capture 
cage fitted between its catamaran hulls.” 
 
Class 3/4J of Carlton South Public School put forward the winning name.  
 
Their entry pointed to the unique nature of the platypus: “It is not a bird because it 
doesn’t have feathers; it’s not a mammal because it lays eggs and it’s not a lizard 
because it doesn’t have scaly skin. It is in a class of its own, just like the new flagship 
harbour cleaning vessel. 
 
“Mallagongans love water and often spend 12 hours a day searching for food. This 
flagship will be like the Mallagongan because it will always be looking for litter and 
hazards in the water,” according to Class 3/4J.  
 
The competition winner was selected from a field of 36 entries and announced this 
morning at the opening of the Sydney International Boat Show, where the vessel with 
its new moniker is on display for the duration of the show at Cockle Bay Marina. 
 
For more information on the vessel and caring for the harbour and marine 
environment, go to www.caring4yourharbour.com.au  
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