
 

The Hon Duncan Gay MLC   
Leader of Government Business 

in the Legislative Council 
Minister for Roads & Ports 

 

MEDIA RELEASE  
1 November 2011 

 
NEW LIFEJACKET RULES ENFORCEABLE ON NSW 

WATERS 
 
NSW Minister for Ports Duncan Gay has announced that NSW lifejacket legislation 
for recreational boaters would today move from the education to the compliance 
stage. 
 
“Over the past 12 months NSW Maritime has taken an educative approach to help 
people understand the new lifejacket requirements,” said Mr Gay.  
 
“From today, the focus will change from education to compliance.  
 
“Boaters found not to be complying with lifejacket regulations may be issued with 
fines.” 
 
Mr Gay said the lifejacket legislation was created in a bid to improve the culture of 
safe and responsible boating across the State. 
 
“Sadly we have had some tragic accidents this year and in each case where people 
have lost their lives, lifejackets were not worn,” he said.  
 
“There is no doubt that lifejackets dramatically increase your chance of survival in a 
boating accident. 
 
“There need to be enough lifejackets on board for every passenger, and these need 
to be worn at the appropriate times.  
 
“A lifejacket can‟t save your life unless you‟re wearing it.” 
 
The new rules for wearing lifejackets include:  

 By children less than 12 years of age when: 

o in a vessel less than 4.8 metres;  

o when in an open area of a vessel less than 8 metres in length that is 

underway;  



 By all boaters in a vessel less than 4.8 metres in the following heightened risk: 

o at night;  

o on open (ocean) waters;  

o on alpine waters and; 

o when boating alone 

 At times of „Skipper Judgement and Direction‟ in „heightened risk‟ situations such 

as when the weather worsens or the boat breaks down  

 When water-skiing or wakeboarding;  

 When operating a canoe or kayak on:  

o enclosed waters, when more than 100 metres from shore; and  

o open (ocean) waters.  

These changes followed extensive community consultation by NSW Maritime, with 

more than eight six per cent of respondents supporting the majority of the proposed 

changes.  

For more information on boating safety, go to: www.maritime.nsw.gov.au 
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