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HEAVY VEHICLE REST AREA TO BE BUILT NEAR GRONG GRONG 
 
By the middle of 2012 long distance truck drivers and other regularly users of the 
Newell Highway will soon have a new, additional place to pull over and take a break 
or catch-up on their sleep following the start of work today on a new rest area at 
Firetail near Grong Grong. 
 
Federal Infrastructure and Transport Minister Anthony Albanese said the Firetail  
rest area is one of 72 now being built or upgraded with funding from the Gillard Labor 
Government’s Heavy Vehicle Safety and Productivity program, the biggest single 
Federal investment in the roadside facilities truck drivers rely on. 
 
“Since coming to office, we’ve been working with the industry, as well as state and 
territory governments, to address the lack of modern roadside facilities and open up 
more of the nation’s road network to trucks,” said Mr Albanese. 
 
“In the years ahead, truck drivers will also benefit from our doubling of Federal 
investment in the nation’s highways as well as the introduction of one set of modern, 
nation-wide heavy vehicle laws from 2013. 
 
“We’re determined to make the trucking industry even safer and more productive.” 
 
The new multimillion dollar Firetail rest area is being built with funding from both the 
Federal ($800,000) and NSW ($2 million) governments. 
 
NSW Roads Minister Duncan Gay said the Firetail site – located some 5 kilometres 
north of Grong Grong – will be able to accommodate up to 20 trucks at a time as well 
as offer drivers a safe place with modern facilities to rest. 
 
“Last year on the State’s roads, 75 people tragically lost their lives in 61 crashes 
involving trucks, many of which were caused by driver fatigue and could have been 
prevented,” said Mr Gay. 
 
“All of us – governments as well as the broader community – can and must do  
more to make our roads even safer – and while there is no ‘silver bullet’, providing 
additional rest stops along the State’s highways is certainly part of the answer. 
 
“A right hand turning lane will be installed to allow safe access to the site and local 
native trees and shrubs planted to provide shade for those using it.” 
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