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PACIFIC HIGHWAY CRASH 
 
 
NSW Minister for Roads Duncan Gay said interim safety measures are being 
implemented for the town of Urunga on the Pacific Highway following yesterday’s 
tragic crash in which two people were killed. 
 
Mr Gay said the crash was a tragic reminder to all of the community about the dangers 
of this stretch of the highway and the need to drive safely at all times on the road. 
 
“Firstly I want to express my sincere condolences to the families and friends for the 
tragic loss they have experienced,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“The crash highlights the importance of getting on with the job of upgrading the Pacific 
Highway, which is why the NSW Government is so strong in its support of the Prime 
Minister’s goal of completing the duplication by 2016. 
 
“Planning and preconstruction activities are currently proceeding on the Nambucca to 
Urunga project to prepare it for major work. Upgrading this section of road, which 
includes a bypass of the Urunga township, is a priority for the NSW Government,” Mr 
Gay said. 
 
The tragic fatal crash at Urunga occurred around 800 metres north of a speed camera 
site, which had been turned off following the Auditor-General’s 2011 speed camera 
audit. At this stage it is not known whether speed was a factor in the tragic crash and 
this will not be determined until the NSW Police complete their investigation. 
 
The speed camera on the Pacific Highway at Urunga was one of 38 locations 
identified in the Auditor-General’s speed camera audit as not delivering the desired 
road safety benefit. 
 
Transport for NSW is now carrying out a safety review of all these camera locations, 
which were switched off last year. The review of all 38 locations is due to be complete 
by the end of March 2012. 
 
As part of the safety reviews a review team, which comprises representatives from 
RMS, NSW Police, Local Government and NRMA, has been meeting with the local 
community at some of the sites to discuss alternative road safety treatments at each 
site. 



 
Following initial meetings with the Urunga community and site inspections by the 
review team, measures are being considered to address existing road safety risks and 
improve the safety for all road users. 
 
“I have asked Transport for NSW and RMS to accelerate the implementation of 
alternative road safety treatments at the Urunga site. These measures will include the 
installation of flashing illuminated speed limit signs to ensure motorists are aware of 
the changed speed zone, improved road markings and additional signage warning 
drivers of approaching curves, Mr Gay said. 
 
“I also have asked RMS to activate the speed camera in warning mode so that 
speeding motorists receive a warning notice (not a speeding fine) while the success of 
these alternative treatments can be assessed,” he said. 
 
“Some experts and the community have also expressed concern that the speed 
camera was not in the right location to slow heavy vehicles through the Urunga 
township.  
 
“They have suggested a better mechanism would be point-to-point speed enforcement 
across a longer stretch of highway through Urunga, which would slow heavy vehicles 
through the whole town, helping to eliminate the occurrence of heavy vehicles slowing 
at the site of the fixed speed camera and then accelerating afterwards. 
 
“I have asked Transport for NSW to immediately assess this option and if the 
appropriate criteria are met to install a point-to-point heavy vehicle speed camera 
along this stretch. 
 
The New South Wales Government is committed to working with the Federal 
Government to complete the upgrade of the Pacific Highway and a clear illustration is 
the fact there is a $1 billion investment in the Pacific Highway as part of the 2011 - 
2012 State Budget. 
 
The NSW Government has also committed to match overall additional Australian 
Government funding for the Pacific Highway of $468 million to 2013-14, consistent 
with the term of the current National Partnership Agreement for the Building Australia 
Program. 
 
The additional $468 million: 

 Increases the NSW commitment to the Pacific Highway upgrade by 94 per cent 
from 2009 to 2014; 

 More than meets the additional $450 million contribution the Federal 
Government requested from NSW during this time; 

 Increases the joint-funded Pacific Highway upgrade program to $4.84 billion; 
and 

 More than restores the $300 million removed from the Pacific Highway 
program in the November 2008 mini-budget 

 
“We recognise more funding will need to be committed by both governments in order 
to complete the Pacific Highway upgrade,” he said.   
 



“The NSW Government supports the Prime Minister’s goal of completing the Pacific 
Highway duplication by 2016 and is keen to reach an agreement with the Federal 
Government that sets out the funding for, and timing of, completion. 
 
“As a result of the additional funding and the strong partnership with the Federal 
Government, RMS will be able to select a contractor to deliver the Frederickton to 
Eungai upgrade, north of Kempsey. 
 
“The 27 kilometre Frederickton to Eungai upgrade will connect to the Kempsey bypass 
to the south and will bypass the site of the horrific Clybucca bus crash. 
 
“All other projects needed to achieve a four-lane highway now have enough funding 
committed to be advanced to be ‘shovel-ready’ as quickly as possible,” Mr Gay said. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


