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TWO DAYS TO GO – SYDNEY HARBOUR BRIDGE CLOSED 
TO GENERAL TRAFFIC THIS WEEKEND  

 
She’s listed as the world’s widest long-span bridge and is the country’s busiest road corridor – 
but this weekend, the Sydney Harbour Bridge will be closed to general traffic to allow for major 
resurfacing work. 
 
NSW Roads Minister Duncan Gay said the bridge is the primary corridor in the NSW network, 
with more than 160,000 vehicles using it each week day. 
 
“To ensure we can preserve the longevity of the “coat-hanger”, we need to close the Bridge to 
resurface the road and lay a special waterproof membrane,” Mr Gay said. 
 
People are encouraged to take public transport if they need to travel in or out of the city, 
including on Friday, with closures starting at 10pm. 
 
If you are planning to drive into the city on Friday and stay later than 10pm for other events, 
you should consider taking public transport instead. 
 
“You simply won’t be able to get back across the Bridge from 10pm once the closures start - 
so unless you can take an alternative route, the best option is to leave the car at home and get 
on public transport,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“This is a huge project with an equally huge impact on the motoring public. Extra trains and 
buses will be put on to ensure people can get to where they are going,” he said. 
 
“Significant delays are expected on alternative routes including the Sydney Harbour Tunnel so 
the best option really is public transport. 
 
“Bus lane users including taxis and motorcyclists can still use the Bridge and access for 
pedestrians and cyclists won’t be affected.” 
 
The $3.5 million project will be carried out on this weekend, next weekend  20-23 and possibly 
27-30 January with closures in place from 10pm Friday to 5am Monday. 
 
“Some of the waterproofing will take several hours to apply and dry so favourable conditions 
are required. 
 
“While intermittent rain won’t affect the work going ahead, if the forecast is for a prolonged 
downpour, we will need to look at postponing the work to our contingency weekend. 
 



“We are being regularly updated by senior forecasters at the Bureau of Meteorology to ensure 
we have the most up to date information – tomorrow morning we will get their advice about 
whether to go ahead with the work or not.” 
 
Extensive information about alternative routes and clearways is available on RMS, Live Traffic 
and private motorway websites. 
Historical information: 
 

 In 1932, 11,000 vehicles crossed the bridge each day. Today that’s grown to 
more than 160,000 each day. 

 There are seven vehicle lanes, a 24-hour bus lane, two train lines, a footpath 
and a cycleway  

 Around 4000 broken-down vehicles are removed from the bridge each year.  

 More than 100 people work on maintaining the bridge each day.  
 
Logistics 
 

 The bridge’s highest point is 134 metres above sea level 

 The arch is 503 metres long  

 The main deck is 49 metres wide  

 There is 49 metres clearance underneath for shipping  

 The pylons are 89 metres high, and its  

 Total length (including approaches) is 1149 metres. 
 
Maintenance facts 
 

 It takes 30,000 litres of paint to give the bridge just one coat.  

 The paint used on the bridge is specially-mixed and is known as “bridge 
grey”.  

 Some parts of the bridge last 30 years before painting, while other pieces 
are repainted every five years.  

 The road surface is replaced every 15 years or so.  

 The flags on top of the bridge are replaced every four to six months.  
 
Construction 
 

 After many false starts and countless re-designs, work began on the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge in July 1923. 

 The bridge was designed by Dr John Job Crew Bradfield and built by 
Dorman Long and Co. Ltd. 

 It took almost nine years to build at a cost of close to £10,000,000 
($300,000,000 in today’s money) and was officially opened 19 March 1932. 

 The 1400 workers involved in building the bridge assembled:  

 52,800 tonnes of steel  

 6,000,000 rivets weighing 3200 tonnes  

 95,000m³ of concrete, and  

 Used 272,000 litres of paint to give the bridge its first three coats. 

 The arch can rise or fall as much as 18 centimetres due to heating and 
cooling  

 Six circus elephants crossed the bridge in April 1932 at a cost of two pence 
a head  

 There are 1349 steps in the bridge climb route.  

 More than 800 buildings in The Rocks and North Sydney were demolished 
to make way for the bridge and its approaches. 
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