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COME JOIN THE CELEBRATIONS - SYDNEY HARBOUR BRIDGE 
TURNS 80  

 
Sydney’s iconic Harbour Bridge turns 80 next month and NSW Roads Minister Duncan 
Gay has invited Sydneysiders to celebrate the occasion at a community day. 
 
The Grand Old Dame which opened on 19 March 1932 and is the world’s widest long-
span bridge was used by just 11,000 vehicles a day when it was finally opened. 
 
The Bridge which today is the primary corridor in the NSW road network is used by 
more than 160,000 vehicles each day. 
 
“To mark this significant milestone the NSW Government is holding a community day 
at Bradfield Park in North Sydney on Sunday March 18, the day before the official 
birthday,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“Kicking off at 9.30 there will be entertainment for everyone with a morning tea for 
seniors with special guests with links to the bridge’s history, along with vintage fashion 
parades and vintage cars as well as historical displays and big bands with swing 
dancers,” he said. 
 
There’s plenty for the youngsters too with face painting, balloons and temporary 
tattoos 
 
Mr Gay has urged everyone to pack a picnic, bring a rug and enjoy one of the most 
beautiful views in the world. 
 
The alcohol-free community day will also feature a cake cutting to mark the milestone. 
 
“The foresight of its designers to build a structure to take the city into the future was 
absolutely amazing,” Mr Gay said. 
 
The bridge was designed by Dr John Job Crew Bradfield and built by Dorman Long 
and Co. Ltd. 
 
It took almost nine years to build at a cost of close to £10,000,000, or $3 billion in 
today’s money and was officially opened 19 March 1932. 
  
 



Around 1400 people were involved in building the Bridge across the nine-year 
construction phase. 
 
They used:  
 

 52,800 tonnes of steel  

 6,000,000 rivets weighing 3200 tonnes  

 95,000m³ of concrete, and  

 Used 272,000 litres of paint to give the bridge its first three coats. 
 
 
Historical information: 
 

 In 1932, 11,000 vehicles crossed the bridge each day. Today that’s grown 
to more than 160,000 each day. 

 There are seven vehicle lanes, a 24-hour bus lane, two train lines, a 
footpath and a cycleway  

 Around 4000 broken-down vehicles are removed from the bridge each 
year.  

 More than 100 people work on maintaining the bridge each day.  
 
 
Logistics 
 

 The bridge’s highest point is 134 metres above sea level 

 The arch is 503 metres long  

 The main deck is 49 metres wide  

 There is 49 metres clearance underneath for shipping  

 The pylons are 89 metres high, and its  

 Total length (including approaches) is 1149 metres. 
 
 
Maintenance facts 
 

 It takes 30,000 litres of paint to give the bridge just one coat.  

 The paint used on the bridge is specially-mixed and is known as “bridge 
grey”.  

 Some parts of the bridge last 30 years before painting, while other pieces 
are repainted every five years.  

 The road surface is replaced every 15 years or so.  

 The flags on top of the bridge are replaced every four to six months.  
 
 

 


