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NSW Roads Minister Duncan Gay has released a preliminary report into Roads and 
Maritime Services (RMS) and its contractor BMD Constructions handling of the 
possible contamination of the Herons Creek to Stills Road section of the Pacific 
Highway upgrade. 
 
The report, prepared by independent environmental consultant Brian Gilligan, is on the 
RMS website. 
 
The report concludes there is nothing to indicate any radioactive material was ever 
buried at the site following a 1980 crash. 
 
ANSTO, which also conducted an investigation of the site, reported no indication of 
any abnormal radioactivity in the soil on site and removed from the site. 
 
Mr Gay said the investigation included a review of events and environmental planning 
and approval processes before 27 March 2012 when a workplace health and safety 
incident occurred on site. 
 
“On 27 March a worker needed medical attention and others reported feeling unwell 
while spreading freshly excavated soil from a cutting on the site,” he said. 
 
“A crash had occurred at the site in 1980 involving a truck carrying waste including 
radioactive material. 
 
“While the radioactive material was taken offsite and disposed of according to 
appropriate guidelines, other waste material was buried on site. 
 
“Before work started on this section of the upgrade, remediation work was carried out 
to remove the buried waste.” 
 
The report concludes that the source of the contamination is almost certainly remnants 
of sodium propionate material trapped in clay that exhibits some characteristics similar 
to naturally occurring acid sulphate soil. 
 



 
   
Mr Gay said tests to date have shown no radioactive material has been detected at 
the site and a host of other contaminants including pesticides, polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons, petroleum hydrocarbons, polychlorinated biphenyls or any volatile 
organic hydrocarbons have been ruled out. 
 
Tests for other possible contaminants are continuing in the interests of safety for 
workers and the public.  
 
Mr Gay said the investigation showed regional communication around the reporting of 
potential environmental issues needed to be addressed. 
 
The report says the potential for confusion and misunderstanding could have been 
significantly reduced if there had been more proactive communication and explanation 
of the issue from the region at various stages from the time work started. 
 
“I have heeded this advice and asked RMS to be more proactive in communications 
with the community,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“The safety of workers and the broader community is and always will be the first 
priority for the NSW Government.” 
 
A final report will be released once WorkCover and EPA have concluded their 
investigations. 
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