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WORK TO RESTART ON NEWCASTLE INNER CITY BYPASS 
- SHORTLAND TO SANDGATE  

 
NSW Roads and Ports Minister Duncan Gay today announced Roads and Maritime Services 
(RMS) would partner with the Hunter Expressway Alliance contractor, Thiess Pty Ltd, to 
complete the Shortland to Sandgate section of the Newcastle Inner City Bypass. 
 
Mr Gay said the project site had been handed over to Thiess.  
 
“In coming weeks Thiess will increase activity on site which will importantly involve 
discussions with the former Reed subcontractors to offer them the first opportunity to work on 
the project,” he said. 
 
“A dedicated team from RMS is on site to provide a point of contact for local residents to 
answer any questions the community might have about the restart of the project. 
 
“It is encouraging to see work restarting so we can put an end to the disruption and impact on 
the community and residents,” Mr Gay said. 
 
RMS ended its contractual arrangements with Reed Constructions on 28 May 2012 for the 
work on this and other projects across NSW after Reed stopped work due to financial 
difficulties. 
 
“Thiess has the right skills and experience to efficiently restart and complete the Shortland to 
Sandgate project,” he said.  
 
“They successfully completed the 33 kilometre Coopernook to Herons Creek Pacific Highway 
upgrade in 2010 and are currently delivering the 13 kilometre eastern section of the Hunter 
Expressway project as part of an alliance with RMS, Parsons Brinckerhoff and Hyder 
Consulting.  
 
“This is the last of the former Reed projects to restart.  I would like to thank the local 
community for their patience and look forward to completion of this important project,” Mr Gay 
said.             
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