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Thursday, 9 August 2012 
 

NSW SLASHES FARM MACHINERY TRANSPORT RED TAPE 
 

NSW Minister for Roads and Ports Duncan Gay and President of NSW Farmers 
Association Fiona Simson today slashed the amount of red tape required to transport 
farm machinery in NSW. 
 
“The O’Farrell Government is determined to rid farmers, agricultural contractors and 
transport operators of mountains of annoying and costly red tape that built up over 16 
years of NSW Labor,” Minister Gay said. 
 
“I’m delighted to deliver a key election promise by abolishing the need for a number of 
farmers and rural transport operators to haul around more than 100 pages of paper 
during their daily work travels. 
 
“There’s nothing better than firing-up a tree chipper to slash hundreds of pages of 
Labor-made red tape, some of which costs farmers $12.50 a page, into confetti.” 
 
Mrs Simson said NSW Farmers Association had been working closely with the 
government to identify and eradicate unnecessary and costly red tape plaguing the 
state’s farm and rural transport sector. 
 
“In the past, many farmers, contractors and transport operators were forced to carry 
individual mass permits for an array of different vehicle types. The permits cost $75 
and expire within a year, meaning farm and transport businesses had to spend 
hundreds each year on red tape. 
 
“The time and effort required to fill out all the paper work to apply and reapply for mass 
permits was also a huge administrative burden for small to medium business owners.” 
 
In the past, to transport a single vehicle such as a large header, a farmer had to carry 
a 49-page notice, a 55-page ‘operating conditions’ booklet and a  six-page mass 
permit (i.e. 110 pages of paper work). 
 
“For farmers and contractors moving three or four headers during harvest, this meant 
they literally needed a filing cabinet in their cabs; not to mention forking out hundreds 
of dollars for permits each season,” Minister Gay said. 
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“Under the reform, three documents comprising 110 pieces of paper will now be 
replaced with just two small notices totalling five double-sided pages; a 95 per cent 
reduction in red tape.” 
 
The reform removes the requirement of a mass permit for machinery being ‘floated’ up 
to 49.5 tonnes in weight (e.g. tractor being transported on a truck trailer), as the 
permits will now be covered by a single notice called the Class 1 Load Carrying 
Vehicles Notice 2012. 
 
Likewise, mass limit permits for farm machinery being ‘walked’ (e.g. header and comb 
trailer combination being driven on the road under its own power) are no longer 
required as they are covered by a single notice called the Class 1 Agricultural Vehicles 
Notice 2012 (provided the mass conditions in the Notice are met). 
 
Roads and Maritime Services estimates 148 current permit holders will benefit from 
this reform. 
 
From today, an oversize or over mass permit will only be required if a dimension or a 
mass limit in either of the two Notices is exceeded, or if travel on a restricted road is 
required. 
 
“During the election last year, we promised to get government off the back of small to 
medium business by slashing needless and costly red tape. Today, the O’Farrell 
Government did just that for hundreds of farmers, contractors and transport operators 
in NSW.” 
 
Farmers, agricultural contractors and transport operators wanting to access the new 
Notices can contact RMS on 1300 656 371 or visit the RMS Heavy Vehicle website at 
www.rta.nsw.gov.au/heavyvehicles/downloads/permitnotices/permit_notices_dl1.html?
hvlid=permits 
 
Slashing Labor-made red tape 
Since coming to office in March 2011, the O’Farrell Government has moved quickly to 
slash Labor-made red tape affecting rural and regional businesses, including: 

 
 Width concessions from 2.5 to 2.7 metres for the transport of wool, hay, straw and 

cotton bales until April 2017; 
 Exemption to allow new John Deere 7760 round bale cotton pickers to be ‘walked’ 

for up to 80 kilometres between farms; 
 Allowing access for 4.6 metre high four-tiered livestock crates to travel on the Great 

Western Highway over the Blue Mountains; 
 An additional 600 kilometres of the state road network assessed as being suitable 

for semi-trailers and B-Doubles operating at Higher Mass Limits (HML); 
 Allowing quad and quin dog truck combinations operating at Higher Mass Limits to 

access the existing 25/26 metre B-Double road network; 
 Creation of a new interactive online mapping resource allowing transport operators 

to view up-to-date road access maps via a laptop or tablet wherever mobile 
coverage is available; 

 Allowing graders to travel on roads in western NSW within the borders of the Local 
Government Area of their garaged address; and 

 Abolishing the requirement of road train operators to carry a number of paper 
permits in their trucks. 
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