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Improving farm freight productivity in northwest NSW 
 
NSW Minister for Roads and Ports Duncan Gay and Minister for Western NSW Kevin 
Humphries today announced additional access for farm freight trucks east of the 
Newell Highway in northwest NSW. 
 
“I’m delighted to announce modern road trains*, B-triples and AB-triples operating at 
approved mass limits will be permitted to access specified new routes east of the 
Newell Highway in the Narrabri and Gwydir shires,” Minister Gay said. 
 
“For 16 years, successive State Labor governments used the Newell as a lazy line in 
the sand to prevent higher productivity vehicles from accessing select routes east of 
the highway. This severely hindered farm freight productivity in rural NSW. 
 
“Our policy is simple. If the road is safe enough, straight enough, strong enough and 
has the potential to enhance freight productivity in a region then the NSW Government 
will carefully consider allowing access to higher productivity trucks – albeit not in built-
up residential areas.” 
 
Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) and Narrabri and Gwydir Shire Councils 
conducted detailed route assessments that examined a number of crucial factors 
including safety, accident history, noise, geometry (curves and bends) and truck 
turning limits associated with select freight routes east of the Newell Highway. 
 
The route assessment method was similar to the one used when RMS investigated 
the feasibility of allowing modern road trains to travel on the Kamilaroi Highway 
between Narrabri to the Gunnedah Regional Saleyards. 
 
Minister Humphries said the new approved routes will open up an extra 278 kilometres 
of state, regional and local roads for modern road trains and B-triples and AB-triples, 
as approved under the NSW Road Train Modernisation Program, operating at 
approved mass limits. 
 
“On the eve of this year’s grain harvest, this is great news for farmers and transport 
operators wanting to access key grain facilities in what we call the ‘golden triangle’ of 
northwest NSW. 
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“These extra routes will also benefit numerous livestock carriers by providing greater 
access to the Bindaree Beef Abattoir, not to mention allowing growers to better access 
the cotton gin at Boggabri,” Minister Humphries said. 
 
RMS will continue to work closely with the Inverell Shire Council in relation to finalising 
the route assessment for the final five kilometres from the Gwydir Highway at Jardine 
Road to the Inverell Saleyards. 
 
To obtain a permit to operate on these new routes, farmers and/or transport operators 
will need to complete a permit application form which is available from the RMS 
website at: www.rta.nsw.gov.au/heavyvehicles/modern_road_train.html 
 
For further inquiries, please contact RMS on 1300 364 847. See the pdf attachment 
for additional details on the new routes. 
 
*Modern road trains operating on approved routes east of the Newell Highway, as listed in the pdf 
attachment, must use tri-axle dollies fitted with certified road-friendly suspension and operators must be 
accredited under the NHVAS Maintenance Module. The list of approved routes (see the pdf attachment) 
will be updated from time to time as new routes become available and published on the RMS website. 
 
Where evidence is provided that a tandem dolly was purchased for a road train combination between 
29 June 2012 and 18 October 2012, an exemption will be provided for the 2012/13 grain harvest 
season (ending 31 March 2013) to allow the use of those tandem dollies on approved routes east of the 
Newell Highway listed in the attachment. 

 
ENDS 
 

Media: Marie Scoutas (Minister Gay) 0467 739 976 or  
Jeremy Scott (Minister Humphries) 0467 741 200   

 
 
 
O’Farrell/Stoner Government delivering for rural and regional NSW 
Since coming to office in March 2011, the O’Farrell/Stoner Government has delivered the 
following key reforms for rural and regional NSW: 

 
 Multi-million dollar upgrades to key transport/freight routes servicing country NSW, 

including $134 million this financial year to continue vital upgrades on the Great Western 
Highway and $45 million in 2012/13 for the Newell Highway, including the provision of 
additional overtaking lanes between Narrabri and Moree. 
 

 $277 million over the next five years to maintain and upgrade the state’s 996 kilometres of 
grain rail lines. 
 

 $135 million in additional funding for a program called ‘Bridges for the Bush’ to replace or 
upgrade bridges at 17 key locations in rural and regional NSW. 
 

 A new livestock transport and loading scheme based on ‘capped’ higher mass limits. 
 

 Restoring the speed limit on the Newell Highway to 110km/h. 
 

 Creation of a dedicated ‘Freight and Regional Development Division’ within Transport for 
NSW – a historic first for the State. 
 

 Width concessions from 2.5 to 2.7 metres for the transport of baled wool, hay, straw and 
cotton. 
 

http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/heavyvehicles/modern_road_train.html
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 Exemption to allow new John Deere 7760 round bale cotton pickers to be ‘walked’ for up to 
80 kilometres between farms. 
 

 Allowing access for 4.6 metre high four-tiered livestock crates to travel on the Great 
Western Highway over the Blue Mountains. 
 

 Allowing quad and quin dog truck combinations operating at Higher Mass Limits (HML) to 
access the existing B-Double road network. 
 

 Allowing Modular B-triples to operate on the approved road train network west of the 
Newell Highway on the same basis as road trains. 

 
 Increased weight limits for road trains using tri-axle converter dollies that are fitted with 

certified road-friendly suspension. 
 

 Abolishing the requirement of road train operators to carry a number of paper permits in 
their trucks. 
 

 A number of local and regional specific concessions for the movement of specialised 
oversized agricultural and mining equipment. 


