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RESULTS OF M5 EAST TUNNEL 
FILTRATION TRIAL RELEASED 

 
NSW Roads Minister Duncan Gay has released an independent study into the effectiveness of 
the M5 East tunnel air quality filtration plant. 
  
“After 18 months of rigorous scientific data collection and testing by the CSIRO, the study has 
found the trial air filtration plant had only a minor impact on air quality and its ongoing 
operation is not value for money,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“The plant was installed in 2010 after community concerns were raised about haze in the 
tunnel. The air filtration trial will now be shut down, but the plant will continue to operate for a 
further three months. 
 
“The study indicated around five per cent of total haze pollution and three per cent of nitrogen 
dioxide in the tunnel was being removed via the filtration plant. 
 
“While these results are not what we expected, motorists should be aware the levels of 
pollution within the tunnel have been monitored 24 hours a day and have NOT exceeded 
World Health Organisation standards. 
 
“This study shows that we need to focus on cleaner vehicles, primarily heavy vehicles, to 
promote fewer emissions and cause less pollution. 
 
“To that end, we will be working on a project to retrofit exhausts on diesel trucks with pollutant 
reduction devices and offering mechanical repairs and servicing to make heavy vehicles 
cleaner.  
 
“The Government will spend 8.5 million over the next three years which includes the retrofit 
program,” Mr Gay said.  
 
RMS will encourage truck owners with older vehicles and who regularly use the M5 Tunnel to 
come forward and have their vehicles assessed, repaired and fitted with a particle trap on a 
50:50 shared cost basis. 
 
RMS has smoky vehicle cameras inside tunnel, which have recently been upgraded and they 
will use number plate recognition to identify and target the smokiest heavy vehicles, with the 
owners contacted and offered the retrofit program. 
 
 
 



 
Mr Gay said the smoky vehicle cameras in the past year had identified 300 trucks with 
excessive emissions.  
 
Mr Gay said drivers found to be spewing out excessive emissions will face fines of $2,000 for 
the first two offences with a third offences attracting a $2000 fine and an automatic three 
month suspension of the vehicle registration. 
 
This will require changes to the Road Transport (vehicle registration) Regulation 2007 and the 
Protection of the Environment Operations (General) Register 2009. 
 
The new enforcement measures will take effect from December 1 this year. 
 
A review will be conducted after six months to determine the success of the new 
arrangements.   
 
The Government announced in August additional air quality measures including the installation 
of new signs at tunnel’s entrances advising users to wind up their windows and put their air 
conditioning system onto recirculation. Those signs have been installed. 
 
The Government also pledged to publish in-tunnel air quality data on the RMS website and to 
provide to the community educational material around air quality issues. 
 
The study recommends investigating alternative ways of reducing tunnel pollution which would 
have a greater benefit in the tunnel and the surrounding road network in the long term.  
 
Air quality in and around the tunnel will continue to be monitored to ensure it meets 
required air quality criteria.  
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