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TRUCK DRIVERS NEED TO BUCKLE UP TOO 
 
NSW Minister for Roads Duncan Gay today joined the Road Freight Advisory 
Council and the Transport Workers’ Union to call on NSW truck drivers to wear 
seatbelts.  
 
“This is about working together with the industry and unions to try to get the 
message out there to truck drivers that it’s vital to wear a seatbelt,” said Mr Gay.  
 
The RTA has a number of initiatives planned including:  
 

• Encouraging heavy vehicle companies to create policies which reinforce the 
need to wear seatbelts; 

• Carrying out observational surveys of seatbelt use by truck drivers; 
• Carrying out research to show the reasons why truck drivers are not wearing 

their seatbelts; 
• Development of a broad advertising campaign to encourage seat belt use by 

truck drivers; 
• Development of a heavy vehicle safety publication about integrated seatbelts 

and decision making at the time of purchase to educate drivers and operators 
 
“Despite the fact it’s been mandatory for truck drivers to wear a seatbelt since 2000; 
half the heavy vehicle drivers killed on NSW roads in the past three years were not 
wearing a seatbelt.  
 
“Seat belts save lives and reduce injuries – it’s that simple.  
 
“RTA figures show a much higher proportion of heavy vehicle drivers killed and 
injured in crashes do not wear a seatbelt compared to light vehicle drivers. 
 
“These numbers are alarming and this is why we are reminding drivers to wear their 
seatbelt and make a simple decision which could save their life.” 
 
Mr Gay said the RTA would be working closely with the Road Freight Advisory 
Council and the Transport Workers’ Union to examine ways to reduce fatalities.  
 



“The first step in helping reduce these statistics is to understand why truck drivers 
are choosing not to wear a seatbelt. 
 
“Some early initiatives have found many truck drivers believe their safety is 
compromised in a crash and they will be trapped if they wear a seat belt.  
 
“The RTA has also found that many drivers find certain types of restraints which are 
fitted in their vehicle to be uncomfortable.  
 
“We need to address these concerns and investigate what other issues are stopping 
drivers from wearing a seatbelt.” 
 
Road Freight Advisory Council member and Executive Chairmanof Ron Finemore 
Transport, Ron Finemore AO, said he was enthusiastic to start on future initiatives 
and work with operators to preventunnecessary deaths and injuries from occurring.  
 
“Fatalities involving heavy vehicles have been declining over the last ten years and 
initiatives like this will help to continue that trend,” said Mr Finemore.  
 
“It’s important for industry organisations and transport operators to work with the 
RTA to promote seat belt wearing and to address any concerns of drivers who do not 
wear seat belts when driving a truck.”  
 
Wayne Forno, NSW State Secretary of the Transport Workers Union (TWU) said the 
TWU was most concerned that lives were being lost and drivers being injured, simply 
because they did not wear a seat belt.  
  
“It’s important for the TWU and employers to get a better understanding of why their 
drivers do not wear seat belts and to provide suitable equipment to encourage them 
to buckle up,” Mr Forno said.   
 
“We are looking forward to the results from the initiatives we’re working on with the 
RTA.  
 
“These results will help employers to work with employees to address the concerns 
of drivers and to ensure they wear their seatbelt at all times.”  
 

 
 


