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Clarence Valley Wharf Upgrade Program 
 

Clarence MP Chris Gulaptis today announced the official opening of the latest projects in a 
series of more than $1.3 million in boating facilities completed so far this financial year for the 
Clarence Valley Council.  
 
Mr Gulaptis said the facilities, at Ulmarra and Harwood, were built under the State 
Government’s Better Boating Program (BBP) which provided grant funding for new and 
improved boating facilities.  
 
“Clarence Valley Council is to be commended for its success in gaining grant support under this 
Roads and Maritime Services program and delivering improvements for the local and visiting 
boating public,” Mr Gulaptis said.  
 
“These projects are delivering significant improvements in safe and convenient access to the 
mighty Clarence River.” 
 
Mr Gulaptis said the new wharf and pontoon facility at Ulmarra was completed recently at a total 
cost of more than $330,000 with a BBP grant of $166,442.  
 
“Completed in December 2011 was the new wharf and pontoon facility at Harwood, Clarence 
River, at a total cost of $260,000 with a grant of $129,957,” Mr Gulaptis said. 
 
“Boating is a popular activity in the northern rivers and these facilities will help promote 
increased use of the waterways.” 
 
Clarence Valley Council Mayor Richie Williamson said the Clarence River Way Masterplan is a 
tourism and infrastructure development program of a scope and scale which is rare, and 
represents a new era for local government and for regional development. 
 
"The Clarence River Way Masterplan is no ordinary plan, it’s as alive as the Clarence River 
itself," Mr Williamson said. 
 
"Progress on making the Clarence one of the nation's great river experiences has been swift, 
the word is out and we're being flooded with investment.  There's been plenty of new business 
enquiries from guided canoe tours to safari camping and lots of action on the water with the 
Clarence attracting new international events.” 
 
 
 
 

 



 
The new pontoons and short stay infrastructure are complimented by a significant number of 
Clarence Valley Council supported investment projects including: 
 
 Grafton Waterfront Precinct Plan 
 Maclean Riverside Precinct Plan 
 South Grafton Plaza 
 Up river primitive campsites 
 Cruising and sailing guide 
 New public art in Maclean and Yamba 
 White water canoe trail 

 
Mr Gulaptis said these two new facilities came hot on the heels of a new boat ramp facility at 
Woombah (BBP grant of $166,500) and the Hickey Island boat ramp carpark project (BBP grant 
of $130,225) at nearby Yamba, which were both completed in October 2011. 
 
“The combined value of the Ulmarra, Harwood, Woombah, and Hickey Island boating facilities is 
more than $1,350,000 with combined BBP grants to the value of $593,125,” Mr Gulaptis said.  
 
“To cap off a very successful year for Clarence Valley Council, Roads and Maritime Services 
has awarded a 2011-12 BBP grant of $125,000 for a new pontoon at Brushgrove on the 
Clarence River.” 
 
Roads and Maritime Services has approved more than $4.5 million in grants statewide for 2011-
12 to provide new and improved boating facilities across NSW.  

 
*** PIC: Chris Gulaptis is pictured with the Mayor of Clarence Valley Council at the new wharf and pontoon facility at Ulmarra*** 
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