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1 Introduction 

The Tuggerah-Wyong centre has been identified by the NSW Government as developing into a 
major regional centre to perform vital economic, employment, residential, social and cultural roles 
for the northern half of the Central Coast. However, in its present state as a single lane carriageway, 
the Pacific Highway cannot accommodate present and projected traffic demands, and as such 
Roads and Maritime Services propose to upgrade approximately 2.4km of the Pacific Highway 
carriageway, with the addition of one lane in each direction, through Wyong town centre. As part 
of the project it is proposed to extend an existing commuter car park on the east side of the Main 
North Line and Wyong Railway Station. The car park is on Rose Street, behind a block on which a 
former Produce Store stands, at the Howarth Street corner.  
 
The former Produce Store is not identified as a heritage item on the heritage schedule of the 
Wyong Local Environmental Plan 2013. However, a Heritage Assessment and Interpretation 
Proposal Former Produce Store prepared by Stephen Booker for Matthew Lusted attributed the 
store as having historical and technical significance. AMBS Ecology & Heritage has been 
commissioned by CCHD Pty Ltd, on behalf of Roads and Maritime Services, to prepare an 
independent Heritage Assessment of the former Produce Store. The Heritage Assessment is to 
include recommendations for the future use of the store, if this is feasible. 

1.1 The Proposal 

The former Produce Store stands at the corner of Howarth and Rose Streets at 63Howarth Street 
(DP17285 Lots 10A, 11A and 12A) on the east side of the Main North Line (Figure 1.1). Immediately 
to the east of the building is a commuter car park. The current proposal is to increase the number 
of parking spaces by extending the parking area to address Howarth and Rose Streets. 
 

 

Figure 1.1 The local environment of the former Produce Store (https://maps.six.nsw.gov.au/).  

Former Produce Store 

Car Park 

https://maps.six.nsw.gov.au/
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Figure 1.2 The car park design showing the footprint of the existing car park and the proposed extension 
along Howarth and Rose streets (Jackson Teece). 

1.2 Methodology 

This report is consistent with the principles and guidelines of the Burra Charter: The Australian 
ICOMOS charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance 2013. It has been prepared 
in accordance with current best-practice guidelines as identified in the NSW Heritage Manual 
(1996), published by the Heritage Office and Department of Urban Affairs and Planning, and 
associated supplementary publications, in particular Statements of Heritage Impact (rev. 2002). 
 
The former Produce Store was inspected by Jennie Lindbergh on 26 April, 2016, accompanied by 
Peter Styles, Project Development Manager, Craig Leckie, Senior Project Development Manager, 
and Denis Gojak, Heritage Manager of Roads and Maritime Services, Katey Small of Brilliant Logic 
and Matthew Lusted, Managing Director of LA Group. All photos in this report were taken at that 
time unless otherwise indicated. 

1.3 Authorship 

This report has been prepared by Jennie Lindbergh, AMBS Director Historic Heritage and has been 
reviewed for quality and consistency by Geoff Stennett, Heritage Architect. 
 
The author acknowledges the assistance of Jenna Weston, heritage consultant, Peter Styles and 
Matthew Lusted in the preparation of the current assessment. 
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2 Historic Context 

In 1788, within weeks of establishing the colony at Sydney Cove, Governor Arthur Phillip led a small 
exploratory voyage to the north of the harbour, to search for good farm land. During the voyage, 
a brief exploration of Broken Bay was made, which included a tributary later known as 'Brisbane 
Water'. The area that was to become Wyong was characterised by difficult terrain covered in 
dense, often impenetrable, bushland. 

2.1 Early Settlement of Wyong 

The first European settlement of the Wyong area occurred during the 1820s, when a number of 
large land grants were promised to prominent members of the colony in Sydney (Figure 2.1). In 
November 1825, Governor Brisbane granted 1000 acres along Jilliby Jilliby Creek to William Cape, 
headmaster of the Sydney Public School and 500 acres along the north side of Wyong River to his 
son, William Timothy Cape. These grants were known as ‘Treeland’ and ‘Wyong Place’ respectively. 
In 1828, Governor Darling granted 640 acres along the north side of Wyong Creek to William Cape 
Snr, which was known as ‘Wyong Hill’ and the site of present-day Wyong. In 1829 and 1830, the 
land along the south side of the creek was also granted, including 2260 acres to Frederick Hely, 
Principal Superintendent of Convicts, known as ‘Kangy Angy’, and 1132 acres to William 
Macdonald. At the same time, Charles Farrell was granted 1280 acres at Jilliby Creek. The Wyong 
River was not yet navigable and an 1837 survey map of the colony by Robert Dixon, indicates that 
the land was accessed by three bullock tracks; from Gosford to the south, Maitland to the north, 
and the Great North Road to the west (Figure 2.2).  
 
Despite the challenges to settlement, some farms were developed and land owners cleared their 
land with the assistance of assigned convict servants, and began farming. Few land owners lived in 
the area on a permanent basis; though William Cape was an exception, having resigned from his 
position at the Sydney Public School in 1827 to concentrate on improving his Wyong properties. 
Cape is credited with introducing cattle and sheep into the Wyong district (Clouten 1988:53). 
However, even at this time it was known that large farmland holdings would not be the future 
pattern of the Wyong area: 

Wyong, a district so called by the natives, about twelve miles from Brisbane Water, is 
destined for small fifty acre farms… (The Australian, 1 August 1827). 

 



Wyong Produce Store Heritage Assessment   

AMBS Ecology & Heritage    4 

 

Figure 2.1 Early parish map of Munmorah (1940, map 108756), showing land owned by William Cape and 
his son William Timothy Cape. William Alison later purchased land in the vicinity of the study area. 

 

Figure 2.2 Detail of This Map of the Colony of New South Wales, 1837, by Robert Dixon, engraved by J.C. 
Walker, showing the first land grants and bullock tracks in the Wyong area (Source: National Library of 
Australia, http://nla.gov.au/nla.map-rm831). 
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2.2 Timber-Getting  

The land around Wyong was described as being a nearly impenetrable, dense, mountainous scrub 
by the first explorers (David Scobie Architects 2010:54; Figure 2.3). The scrub comprised stands of 
red cedar, gum, blackbutt, white mahogany, palm, turpentine, forest oak and rosewood, which 
drew timber-getters to the marketable resource. Before the 1830s, timber felling was undertaken 
by settlers clearing their land in preparation for agriculture. An enquiry into whether a Mr James 
Bloodworth, had permission to cut cedar in accordance with the regulation of 1826, is the first 
evidence for timber-getting in the area. Bloodworth, who had been transported to Australia for 
seven years and was to become one of the pioneering cedar merchants, maintained that he was 
cutting on his own land, although this appears not to have been the case. In 1830, stands of cedar, 
discovered near Wyong, attracted teams of timber-getters. The logs were sawn in makeshift 
sawpits which were then hauled by bullock team seven to ten miles to Wyong Creek to be rafted 
down the creek and across Tuggerah Lake to a small landing on the lake shore just south-east of 
the present town of Toukley (Bickford et.al. 1998:22-23). 
 
In 1832, concerns were raised about the vast quantities of timber that had been removed from the 
Wyong district, and in 1835, a state-wide timber licencing system was introduced to regulate the 
logging industry and to deter illegal logging of vacant Crown lands (Clouten 1988:59). The first 
licence issued in the area was to Frederick Hely in 1835, to cut cedar from crown land at 
Yarramalong on Wyong Creek and at the head of Tuggerah Beach Creek. By 1841, more timber 
licenses were granted in the area for hardwood cutters rather than for cedar. However, illegal 
timber-getting was difficult to police and a number of ‘cedar gangs’ continued to operate in the 
Wyong district, carting cedar to the nearest navigable creek to be shipped to Sydney (Colonial 
Secretary’s in Letters: Cape, 10 Jan 1831, cited in Kuskie 2008:59).  
 
Wyong’s timber industry and land sales slowed during the 1840s depression, but by the end of the 
decade the local industry had recovered. JL Travers leased 2580 acres at Ourimbah and established 
Travers Steam Saw Mill on the property. The timber in this area was close to a navigable 
watercourse for easy shipping to Sydney and other markets. By 1855, Travers Steam Saw Mills was 
in full operation and capable of cutting 20,000 feet of timber per week (Strom 1982:14). The lease 
on the Mill was renewed by William Jolly in 1855 and prospered. By the late 1850s numerous sheds, 
shops for tradesmen, two weatherboard houses, 23 slab huts, stables and other buildings for 
animals had been constructed.  
 
In comparison, the Wyong Creek area was still covered in dense scrub and did not lend itself to 
extensive exploitation for at least another 15-20 years. James Waters opened the first saw mill on 
Wyong Creek in the early 1880s; however, details of its exact location and the scale of operation 
are unknown (David Scobie Architects 2010:55). Several other mills were operating in the Wyong 
area by the late 1880s, fuelled in part by the demand created by the construction of the railway. 
Prominent mills for the time included Charles Alison’s sawmill on land that was originally granted 
to William Timothy Cape, Thomas Bradley’s sawmill along Wyong Creek, and the Stinson family 
sawmill in Yarramalong. Smaller scale mills were opened at Jilliby, Cedar Brush Creek, Yarramalong, 
Dooralong, and along the railway at Cape’s Swamp. 
 
The Alison mill was purchased by partners John O’Neill and George Goldsmith at the turn of the 
century. Trading as O’Neill and Goldsmith, they established a successful timber milling industry 
with sawmills in Jilliby, Olney, Dooralong, Yarramalong, and Ravensdale, together with the mill in 
Wyong (Kuskie 2008:17; Stinson 1984:28). At its zenith, O’Neill and Goldsmith averaged 240,000ft 
of sawn timber and 15,000 sleepers per month, and employed 160 sleeper cutters, 30 mill hands 
and 69 individual teams (The Sydney Morning Herald 1907 p.8). The O’Neil and Goldsmith sawmill 
in Wyong was one of the largest mills in the district and did not close until the 1930s (David Scobie 
Architects 2010:56). 
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At the turn of the century it was estimated that between 400 and 600 sleeper cutters were 
employed in the Wyong district, where timber was still plentiful. Of the region in general, cedar, 
blue gum, stringybark, ironbark, blackbutt and turpentine were the favoured timbers. They were 
used for a variety of purposes, from railway sleepers, tramway poles and construction timber to 
shingles for roofs and packing cases for the burgeoning fruit industry. Turpentine was favoured for 
the construction of jetties and piers. Sleepers and logs were roughly sawn in situ and loaded onto 
bullock- or horse-driven drays before being carted to mills for further refining (Figure 2.4 and Figure 
2.5). From timber yards on the western side of the railway between Railway Street and the station, 
Wyong timber was shipped to Sydney and Brisbane and even as far as New Zealand and Vancouver 
(Australian Town and Country Journal 1906 p.30; The Sydney Morning Herald 1908 p.8). By the 
mid-1920s the bullock drays were being replaced by trucks, which were introduced by Frederick 
Carson who had acquired Stinson’s Yarramalong Mill in 1922 (Figure 2.6). 
 
Though the timber industry in Wyong peaked in 1910, timber remained plentiful in the Wyong and 
Jilliby Creek areas until at least 1914. By 1929, however, low market prices and the inaccessibility 
of the resources exacerbated the demise of the industry. The local timber industry continued 
throughout the remainder of this century although on a considerably different basis to that which 
had operated during its heyday. It had a short revival during the war years and post-war years with 
heavy demands for supply, but afterwards it suffered an inevitable decline (David Scobie Architects 
2010:58). 
 

 

Figure 2.3 Oil painting by Conrad Martens, 1848, titled Bush Scene Brisbane Water 
(http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemLarge.aspx?itemID=866997).  

 
 

http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemLarge.aspx?itemID=866997
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Figure 2.4 A sleeper-getting team cutting sleepers from a substantial gum, Wyong district, c.1909 (Source: 
Gosford City Council Library 001\001567). 

 

Figure 2.5 Undated photograph of bullock and horse timber teams on the Central Coast area (The Harry 
Lindner Collection https://uoncc.wordpress.com/2016/02/23/the-harry-lindner-collection/). 

https://uoncc.wordpress.com/2016/02/23/the-harry-lindner-collection/
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Figure 2.6 Frederick Carson standing on the running board of one of his trucks transporting turpentine 
piles and girders (The Harry Lindner Collection https://uoncc.wordpress.com/2016/02/23/the-harry-
lindner-collection/). 

2.3 The Coming of the Railway and Establishment of Wyong Township 

In 1883, tenders were invited for construction of the section of the Great Northern Railway that 
would pass through Wyong. This section was to include a railway station at Wyong and a bridge 
across the Wyong River. Given the extent of this construction, a large railway camp was established 
at Wyong, bringing increased population and employment to the area. The local timber industry 
also boomed at this time, as large quantities of sleepers and other timber products were required 
for the construction (David Scobie Architects 2010:47). 
 
Opening in 1887, the first Wyong railway station comprised a timber platform on the Down (west) 
side of the line, and a loop siding with a loading bank and goods shed. After the Hawkesbury River 
Bridge opened, an increase in rail freight traffic was anticipated, and a crossing loop and additional 
goods siding on the Up (east) side were constructed in 1899 (Figure 2.7; Singleton 1965:216-218). 
The Issard & O’Neil siding was constructed in 1889; however, the date of the O’Neil & Goldsmith 
(Mill) siding is not known (Forsyth 1975:18). It is possible that the O’Neil & Goldsmith siding is the 
Issard & O’Neil siding renamed, as is suggested in Figure 2.7. Also, Forsyth indicates that the date 
of the Citrus Growers Siding is unknown; however, Figure 2.9 below, seems to indicate that the 
Mill Siding, also served the fruit packers. 
 

 

Figure 2.7 Plan of Wyong railway station in 1899, with the siding to O’Neil and Goldsmith’s Saw Mill 
(Singleton 1965:217). 

In 1875, William Alison Snr, who had migrated to Australia in 1871 from Scotland, purchased a 
number of properties in the area on which his sons, Charles, James and William, lived, grazing 
cattle, improving the pasture, and even finding a rich coal seam. By the time the railway arrived at 
Wyong, Alison owned approximately 14,000 acres surrounding the railway station. In 1885, William 
Alison Snr’s son Charles inherited the estate, at which time he built Alison Homestead, some 2km 

https://uoncc.wordpress.com/2016/02/23/the-harry-lindner-collection/
https://uoncc.wordpress.com/2016/02/23/the-harry-lindner-collection/
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west of the town, and subdivided part of the land creating a private township at Wyong (David 
Scobie Architects 2010:30; Wyong Shire Council 2015).  
 
Although the Wyong township was not registered until 1893, it is mentioned in the 28 March 1885 
edition of The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser: 

The Wyong estate, owned by Mr. Allison [sic], is entered immediately the creek near Wyong 
is crossed. We rode through it for five miles, the total area of the station being 19,000 acres. 
Swamp stretches away to the right of the homestead, which is about three-quarters of a 
mile from the hotel, while on the opposite-side of the road hilly country extends for several 
miles back. Some splendid timber is noticeable here, but there would be a better sort of 
herbage if the useless trees and scrub were ringed and cleared. The new railway line passes 
through this property, and at Wyong creek, one and a-half mile from the homestead, a 
township has been laid off. A platform is also to be erected to suit the Wyong and Jelliby 
[sic] residents, and as the coal industry is likely to flourish in the district a good deal of 
traffic will also result from this source. 

 
However, the Wyong Estate was never developed to its maximum potential, even though land sales 
were advertised from 1886, in anticipation of the railway being completed (David Scobie Architects 
2010:31), (Figure 2.8). One such advertisement in the Sydney Morning Herald (27 November 1886) 
was as follows: 

Wyong Estate, the property of the Gosford Land, Building, and Investment Company, 
Limited. The Richest Land in the District. You can grow anything you try there. Coal has 
been found at Wyong. Creek runs through Wyong Estate. Farms all around Wyong Estate. 
Town Lots...Suburban Blocks…Acre Farms…Orchard Blocks…Poultry 
Farms…Homesteads…of five acres each…It is a well-known fact that some of the best soil 
in the colony is in the Gosford district, but the public have yet to learn that the very pick of 
the district is on and close to Wyong Creek. The railway, Homebush to Waratah, will be 
opened In a few months, and the Wyong station will be close to this splendid estate. Buy at 
once before Railway opens. Buy now and make big profit. Buy while you have the chance. 

 
The 1887 opening of the Wyong railway station, encouraged an increase in settlement of the area 
and the establishment of the township. 
 

 

Figure 2.8 An 1886 survey for a proposed subdivision of the Wyong Gosford Estate, to the west of Wyong 

and which did not however, eventuate. The  (Wyong Historic Subdivision Plans S601522014, 

http://www.picturewyong.com.au/cdm/singleitem/collection/p20041coll4/id/31/rec/41).  

http://www.picturewyong.com.au/cdm/search/searchterm/Wyong
http://www.picturewyong.com.au/cdm/search/searchterm/Historic
http://www.picturewyong.com.au/cdm/search/searchterm/Subdivision
http://www.picturewyong.com.au/cdm/search/searchterm/Plans
http://www.picturewyong.com.au/cdm/singleitem/collection/p20041coll4/id/31/rec/41
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2.4 The Timber Industry and the Saw Mill at Wyong  

Charles Alison established a saw mill on the east side of the railway in c.1886, now occupied by the 
Wyong Racecourse and which was to become one of the largest mills in the district. It was later 
known as the Flood and Wilson Saw Mill, and subsequently the O’Neill and Goldsmith Saw Mill 
when John O’Neill and George Goldsmith purchased it at the turn of the century, and remained in 
operation until c.1930 (David Scobie Architects 2010:56) (Figure 2.9). A report on the opening of 
the Sydney to Newcastle railway also noted the timber resources and mill: 

Onward we go till we reach the Alison Estate, about 14 miles from Gosford. Here the 
country changes as if by magic. Although a small swampy area is still seen, yet splendid 
ironbark and other timber surround us, and grass is in profusion. Traversing four miles of 
this we reach Wyong Station. Here a large station-yard is laid out to provide for very heavy 
timber traffic in this district. A very large saw-mill erected by Messrs. Alison Bros., is in full 
operation (Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate, 16 August 1887). 

 
Following completion of the railway, the local timber trade continued to intensify throughout the 
1890s. In 1892 it was reported that the timber-getters at Wyong have been busily employed of late 
getting timber for large contracts, and as many as 20 waggon-loads a week are sent from Wyong 
railway station (The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser 6 February 1892). The Gosford 
Times reported in 1898 that the Wyong sawmills are kept busy with the large orders for timber that 
keep coming in daily, and in 1899 that the timber trade is very busy which fact is made clear by 
Messrs O'Neill and Goldsmith having started to build a new mill at Jilliby (cited in David Scobie 
Architects 2010:56), (Figure 2.10).  
 
By 1900, the district employed approximately 400 timber cutters producing sleepers, planks, 
tramway poles and girders (Figure 2.11). This demand led to the establishment of more saw mills, 
with blue gum, stringybark, white and red mahogany, oak, red cedar and ironbark being the main 
timber types used. Certainly the local timber industry was at its peak from these early years of the 
twentieth century, roughly until the time of WWI. In 1900, the outbreak of bubonic plague in The 
Rocks and other parts of Sydney Harbour led to the area’s wharves being redeveloped and 
reconstructed by the newly established Sydney Harbour Trust, requiring large amounts of timber. 
Consequently, some mills became so busy that supply could barely meet demand. The profitability 
of the industry was such that a 1902 report declared that farming had been neglected to a certain 
extent, with the timber industry serving as a fall back by those whose crops fail...The old saying 
‘the timber is about done’ is proved an erroneous idea every day of our lives, for timber of all kinds 
of the very best quality is now hewn... (cited in David Scobie Architects 2010:57).  
 
On 23 May 1906 the Australian Town and Country Journal reported: 

The Wyong district has been, and still is, primarily a timber-getting country...over thirty 
varieties of useful timber grow in the neighbourhood...Possibly [the industry] was at its 
height some five or six years ago when millions of sleepers were sent to New Zealand; but 
the trade is still very brisk and some large contracts are in hand at the present time for 
China and the East... Many timber-getters...are nomadic, wandering from district to 
district, as demand for their labour occurs, while a number of farmers put in a great deal 
of their time at this work, sometimes, we fear, to the neglect of their farms... At the upper 
end…the timber is almost cut out now. There is, however, still plenty in Wyong and Jilliby 
Creeks, and in the neighbourhood of Tuggerah… 

 
Nevertheless, local timber was becoming scarce by the time of WWI and by 1929, the difficult 
access and low market prices saw this once-booming industry beginning to decline; although it did 
continue, albeit on a much smaller scale, throughout the twentieth century (David Scobie 
Architects 2010:58). 
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In the 1970s, steam locomotives were replaced by diesel-electric locomotives and the steam 
servicing facilities were gradually removed from Wyong. Soon afterwards, many local sidings were 
made redundant as industries turned to road transport as a means of distributing stock. Stockyards 
relating to the timber, fruit and fishing industries were no longer required and were subsequently 
demolished in June 1983. 
 

 

Figure 2.9 Detail from a layout plan of Wyong railway and station dated 19.2.32. The Mill Siding, 
presumably extending to the mill at the present day Racing Ground is indicated in red. The siding passes 
the ‘Fruit Packing Shed’ on the westside of Howarth Street and the Produce Store is not indicated (Sydney 
Trains Plan 0059830_00C).  

 

Figure 2.10 Squared turpentine beams on a railway wagon, Wyong railway yard, c. 1909 (Source: Gosford 
City Council Library 000\000973). 
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Figure 2.11 Photograph dated c.1904, looking south along the rail yard of timber being loaded onto rail 
trucks (Wyong Library – Picture Wyong image No. S482011012 
http://www.picturewyong.com.au/cdm/singleitem/collection/p20041coll6/id/2/rec/1).  

2.5 Mixed Farming and Dairy Industries 

Early settlers to the region had developed large mixed farms, with a variety of animals and crops. 
However, agriculture and pastoralism were not major aspects of the local economy until the late 
nineteenth century, despite the later incentives of the Robertson Land Act 1861. However, by the 
later nineteenth century, the Crown Lands Act 1884 and construction of the railway contributed to 
smaller farm block subdivisions, which encouraged the establishment of small farms and orchards. 
Apart from growing crops, citrus trees were also planted in areas that had been cleared by the 
timber-getters, and on 10 January 1901, the Singleton Argus reported that these areas had a large 
percentage of good soil and appear well adapted for fruit culture, citron trees flourishing in the 
valleys of Wyong and Cedar Brush Creeks (David Scobie Architects 2010:63).  
 
Dairying also became common, as at Anders Christenson’s Brush Creek farm, established in 1890, 
which produced cheese, hams, bacon and fruits (David Scobie Architects 2010:64). On 23 
December 1904 the Gosford Times asserted that: 

The settlers now, instead of depending upon grain as the only product, have taken a lesson 
from other places and have gone in for mixed farming – dairying, pig and poultry rearing, 
passion fruit growing and orchard work... That pretty little spot of Little Jilliby which only a 
couple of years ago was a mere bush, is now studded with dairy farms and orchards and 
forms a picture worthy of our Wyong photoartist’s attention. Another industry which is 
occupying the attention of our settlers is bee culture… The timber industry also serves a 
fall-back by those whose crops fail when the unfavourable season sets in. This has without 
a doubt formed the staple industry of the people ever since it has been a village… 

 
Although timber remained an important industry, it was now recognised that the area’s real future 
was in mixed farming. In 1905, the Wyong Agricultural Association Show began, and it was thence 
anticipated that mixed farming would replace timber as the main local industry (David Scobie 
Architects 2010:64). For example, on 23 May 1906 the Australian Town and Country Journal 
reported: 

Without in any way wishing to depreciate the value of the timber resources of Wyong, the 
close observer cannot shut his eyes to the agricultural possibility of this small thriving 

http://www.picturewyong.com.au/cdm/singleitem/collection/p20041coll6/id/2/rec/1
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district. The soil which has, unaided by man, produced these forest giants – tall, straight as 
an arrow, sound and even in growth – is surely capable of growing most crops in equal 
profusion… timber-getting is still the chief industry of the district, although it is probable 
that agriculture in general and dairying in particular will surpass it in importance at no 
distant date… 
Wyong has a larger and more important industry before it than the timber trade, viz, 
agriculture. Patchy as it is some of the land...will bear favourable comparisons with much 
land in the state which is being assiduously cultivated... The lowest hillsides are, in most 
places, suitable for fruit growing and there are some thriving orchards in the district, 
though others have been sadly neglected and some have disappeared... On the cultivated 
land, maize is the chief crop and some excellent results are obtained even where the land 
has been continually cultivated without change. On the dairy farms sorghum, farmer’s 
friend, millet, rape, oats, pumpkins, grammas and cowpeas are all grown successfully.... 
Dairying is the common industry and attracting outside capital. The oldest and largest dairy 
is that of Messrs Chapman and Sons who milk at Yarramalong and Wyong...Among others 
are some experienced dairy farmers from the South Coast who have settled at Jilliby. 
Clearing the land is the chief expense… 

 
The Pioneer Dairy at Wyong was established by William Chapman in 1897, on the south bank of 
the Wyong River, to the east of the railway line. It was one of the largest and longest-operating 
dairies in the district, running for almost 100 years. Its success prompted the establishment of 
many other dairy farms in the region, and it was the Chapman family who instigated the most 
significant development in the local dairy industry – a co-operative butter factory (David Scobie 
Architects 2010:64).  
 
The Wyong Co-Operative Dairy Company was established in 1906, by 56 local farmers, including 
Harry Davey, William John Chapman and William ‘Jilliby’ Smith, who all purchased shares. Known 
as the Butter Factory, it was situated next to the Wyong River approximately one mile west of the 
Wyong railway station, and employed many local people and produced up to six tonnes of butter 
per week (Figure 2.12). Over 200 farmers had become shareholders in the cooperative by this time, 
all sending milk to the factory for processing. In the 1950s the factory stopped processing butter 
to focus solely on milk bottling, processing nearly a million gallons of milk in 1954. It distributed 
milk for almost 50 years before closing in 1994 (David Scobie Architects 2010:65, 67; Wyong Corp 
2014). 
 

 

Figure 2.12 Photograph of the Butter Factory’s storeroom on the Warner Estate, Wyong, taken between 
1907 and 1921 (Source: Wyong District Pioneers Association, http://alisonhomestead.wordpress.com/). 
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In the 1950s, the establishment of the Burbank Seed Farm to the south of Wyong, and in the 
following decade chicken farming for eggs and poultry meat rose to prominence, with Wyong 
considered to be one of the largest egg producers in the state. Nevertheless, increasing 
urbanisation of the area in the 1960s led to the erosion of widespread farming, citrus growing 
(notably apples, oranges, mandarins, lemons, grapefruit, peaches, nectarines, passionfruit and 
several berry crops including strawberries) and pastoralism, as they had become less economically 
viable.  

2.6 D’Arcy Rose’s Produce Factory 

D’Arcy Rose was born in Ashfield on 14 August 1888 to John and Henrietta Rose. In 1905, he 
married Isabel Hall, and the two establishing a dairy farm on 40 acres of leased land at Jilliby. Rose 
also undertook timber-getting during the less profitable times. In 1919, he became a stock and 
station agent in Wyong, and in 1923, he started his own produce business at a site in Alison Road, 
Wyong. When the old O’Neill and Goldsmith Saw Mill site, including its railway siding, came on the 
market around 1930, Rose purchased the site and built a fine produce store and gristing mill 
(Singleton Argus 30 January 1953). However, Forsyth dates the D’Arcy Rose siding to 1932 (Forsyth 
1975:18). It was predominantly a produce and seed merchant’s business, with the railway siding 
used to deliver raw grain to be milled into a variety of bagged poultry feed. Advertisement in the 
Gosford Times and Wyong District Advocate indicate that Rose was the agent for a variety of 
produce from seeds to kerosene and oils for farm equipment (Figure 2.13 and Figure 2.14). 
 

 

Figure 2.13 Newspaper advertisements indicating the range of produce traded by D'Arcy Rose. The 
advertisement for Krempin’s seeds is for 20 April 1934, and for Jeffs Chemicals is for 2 October 1951. 
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Figure 2.14 Advertisement for Rose’s grain and produce merchants and grist mill for 9 January 1947 (Carste 
Studio 2016:4). 

Rose’s Produce Store grew into a large operation and created substantial employment 
opportunities. Although three more produce stores opened in Wyong as a result of the expanding 
poultry industry, Rose’s remained the largest. His son, also D’Arcy, took over much of the running 
of the produce store in 1942, when parliamentary duties began taking up more of Rose’s time. 
When D’Arcy Jnr moved into dairy-farming in Scone in 1950, the business was purchased by 
Steggles of Newcastle, which was also manufacturing poultry feed at this time (Figure 2.15). The 
opening of the new Steggles feed plant was reported in The Land, on 30 October 1953: 
 

More than 250 people attended the official opening of Steggles Pty Ltd's £20,000 poultry 
feed plant at Wyong on Saturday. Mr D'Arcy Rose MLA performed the official opening. He 
started the business about 25 years ago but sold it to Steggles Pty of Newcastle, some time 
ago. By arrangement the Wyong branch still carries on under Mr Rose's name. The two 
mills at Newcastle and Wyong produce a combined total of 85,000 bags of poultry mash 
a week. 
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Figure 2.15 The Gosford Times and Wyong District Advocate of 2 September 1953 advertising the 
association between Steggles and Rose. 

D’Arcy Rose Snr was an active and well-respected member of the local community, campaigning 
for the rights of famers and the development of Wyong. He was particularly instrumental in the 
establishment of Wyong High School, which opened in 1947. The land for the school, which was 
across the road from Rose’s property, Chapman’s Paddock, was acquired through his efforts in 
1942. Thus, when the school was opened, one of the four sporting houses was named Rose in his 
honour. Rose Street, the east-west street at the south of the old produce store, is also named after 
him.  
 
D’Arcy Rose Snr was elected to the NSW Legislative Assembly on 7 October 1939 (Figure 2.16). He 
served as the member for the Upper Hunter for almost 20 years, until 16 February 1959. He died 
in Wahroonga on 17 August 1964.  
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Figure 2.16 One of many political advertisements for D'Arcy Rose in the Gosford Times and Wyong District 
Advocate, with this dated 23 September 1939. 

2.7 The Present Day 

In 1958, the brick and galvanised steel Steggles produce store, with an estimated value of £50,000, 
was gutted by a spectacular fire, leaving a smouldering ruin by nightfall (The Canberra Times and 
The Age 4 August 1958; Figure 2.17). The two-storey Steggles Pay Master Administration and 
Accounts Office on the corner of Rose and Howarth Street was likely constructed when the Steggles 
store was opened 1953, was apparently not affected by the fire (M. Lusted pers. comm. 26 May 
2016). As Steggles remained in operation until the 1970s, when they moved their activities to 
Newcastle, it would appear that the warehouse had been re-built following the fire and remained 
in use.  
 
Following the closure of the Steggles Wyong operations, the buildings were purchased by Wyong 
Motors, the local Holden Dealership, and turned into a smash repair shop. Today, the LA Group 
Building Contractors, a family business founded in 1965 by John Lusted and now run by Matthew 
Lusted, use the former Steggles Pay Master Administration and Accounts Office as their office 
building (Wand 2015).  
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Figure 2.17 The Canberra Times report on the spectacular fire that destroyed the Steggles warehouse. 
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3 Analysis of the former Produce Store  

The former produce store comprises a number of buildings; the LA Group office building, the main 
warehouse, an attached annex, and a new structure housing the siding on Howarth Street (Figure 
3.1– Figure 3.3). The LA Group office building is the fully renovated two-storey former Steggles Pay 
Master Administration and Accounts Office. Although reflecting the likely original external form of 
the Steggles building, it has been modified and modernised to suit its current function. The main 
warehouse appears to be largely as built, though the south wall adjacent to the office building, is 
a new concrete block construction. The siting of the buildings on the block has been determined 
by the alignment of the old Mill Siding, which survives within a recently constructed building. 
 

 

Figure 3.1 View north-east to the former Produce Store building and warehouse. 

 

Figure 3.2 The boundary of DP17285 Lots 10A, 11A and 12A showing how the alignment of the old Mill 
Siding has determined the form of the Produce Store buildings (https://maps.six.nsw.gov.au/).  

https://maps.six.nsw.gov.au/
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Figure 3.3 Detail view of the buildings comprising the Produce Store. The warehouse annex is open along 
the upper wall on the east side. The buildings to the north are not included in this investigation. 

3.1 The Warehouses 

The warehouse buildings appear to retain much of the original fabric, with evidence of use as a 
produce store and motor repair shop. The main warehouse is timber framed with a concrete block 
south wall, a brick north wall and corrugated steel clad east and west walls. The corrugated steel 
roofing sheets are supported on finished and squared timber Queen-post trusses (Figure 3.4). 
Across the hardwood timber board floor of the main warehouse is a clutter of new and old disused 
office furniture, and equipment (Figure 3.5). Termite activity has caused the flooring to give way in 
places and the framing shows evidence of rough repairs and strengthening. To the east of the main 
warehouse building is a skillion-roofed building, or annex, the concrete floor of which is 
approximately 1m below the timber flooring of the main building (Figure 3.6 and Figure 3.7). The 
annex is also timber framed with corrugated steel sheet clad roof and walls, though the upper half 
of the east wall is open. The timber framing of the annex is of roughly finished posts and beams, 
also with additional struts supporting the roof. 
 

former Steggles Pay Master Administration and Accounts Office 

Main Warehouse 

Warehouse annex 

Railway siding & weighbridge 
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Figure 3.4 View south within the main warehouse building. The side wall, right, is concrete block with the 
LA Group office building beyond. 

 

Figure 3.5 View north of the main warehouse building and the assortment of old and new equipment and 
furniture. 
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Figure 3.6 View north of the warehouse annex. The floor level of the main building above the concrete 
slab floor is arrowed. 

 

Figure 3.7 View south to the double timber doors to the warehouse annex. 

Within the warehouse annex is a scatter of car and motor parts and motor generators with maker’s 
plates; however, only one has an identifiable maker; A SMITH & STEVENS MAKERS LONDON (Figure 
3.8). Although, no details for this company have been found, it is likely that the motor generator 
dates to the 1930s and was associated with the grist mill. The other two motor generators appear 
to be later and are more likely to be associated with the motor repair shop (Figure 3.9). Also 
beneath the main warehouse floor and visible from the annex, are a number of the conveyor screw 
feeders within a clutter of rubbish, which can be attributed as being associated with the grist mill 
(Figure 3.10). 
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Figure 3.8 A Smith & Stevens Makers London motor generator. 

  

Figure 3.9 An induction motor under the warehouse floor and visible from the annex, left, and a possible 
fan blower motor, which is identified as ‘Proudly Australian’, but the maker is otherwise illegible, right.  

  

Figure 3.10 Two views of the conveyor screw feeders under the main warehouse building floor. 
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3.2 Railway Siding & Weighbridge  

Perhaps the element of greatest interest is the section of the old Mill Siding and weighbridge in 
the recently constructed receiving bay, and the scales in the south-west corner of the main 
warehouse building (Figure 3.11–Figure 3.15). These are the most evocative elements that can be 
firmly associated with the operation of the produce store and grist mill. The siding extends into the 
receiving bay as far as a concrete loading bank; however, it is likely to extend further to the north 
and east as it appears to continue beneath the bank. The siding had recently been exposed at the 
time of the inspection, and as such, there is a clear section beneath the concrete-surfaced bank 
(Figure 3.12). A small doorway in the east wall reveals the pit housing the transfer arm connecting 
the weighbridge to the scales. The weighbridge scale is within the main warehouse building and is 
identified as being manufactured by HAWKE & Co Ltd KAPUNDA S. AUS, as would be the 
weighbridge.  
 

  

Figure 3.11 View looking along the siding as it enters the building from the Main North Line, left, and as it 
reaches the loading bank, right. The weighbridge is beneath the steel plate. 

 

Figure 3.12 Detail of the loading bank section showing that the siding continues beneath.  
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Figure 3.13 The Hawke scales within the warehouse.  

 

Figure 3.14 The A Hawke & Co Pty makers plate. 

  

Figure 3.15 Front and rear detail views of the Non-ticket printing Major and Minor Poise. 
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3.3 Discussion 

D’Arcy Rose acquired the O’Neill and Goldsmith Saw Mill around 1930 and built a produce store 
and grist mill. The 1932 Wyong railway plan shows the Mill Siding, but does not indicate any 
adjacent or associate buildings apart from the Fruit Packing Shed. Although it is not until the 1938 
railway plan that the ‘Siding for Mr D’Arcy Rose’ is identified, Forsyth dates the siding to 1932, 
presumably later in the year. It is also worth noting that the 1938 plan shows what appears to be 
the outline of the perhaps recently constructed, or as yet unbuilt Produce Store (compare Figure 
2.9 above and Figure 3.16). It is possible that the Produce Store may have been built a few years 
after the construction of the siding, though this seems unlikely. 
 

 

Figure 3.16 Detail from Wyong railway plan dated 8.3.38. The Mill Siding is now identified as ‘Siding for 
Mr D’Arcy Rose’, extending to a roughly sketched Produce Store. The ‘Fruit Packing Shed’ is now identified 
as the ‘Wyong Co-Op Citrus Packing House Ltd’ (Sydney Trains Plan 0068897_00C). 

The weighbridge scales were manufactured by Hawke & Co Ltd. HB Hawke & Company was 
founded in Kapunda in 1857, in 1931 (Figure 3.17). The company became Hawke & Company and 
in 1945, Hawke & Company Pty Ltd, and in 2000, the company became UltraHawke (UltraHawke 
About Us). It is therefore likely that the scales would date soon after the 1932 construction of 
D’Arcy Rose siding. A series of Certificates of Approval for the Hawke Weighbridge were issued 
from 1971, and cancelled on 1 May 1985, likely in response to the 1983 recession when the 
Kapunda plant closed (UltraHawke About Us). The document includes descriptions and illustrations 
of the operation and specifications of the Hawke Weighbridges; however, without exposing the 
weighbridge itself it is not known whether this is a three-, five-, seven- or nine-lever weighbridge. 
Comparison with the Certificate of Approval for the Howe Richardson Weighbridge, which 
illustrates the lever mechanism of a grain dump weighbridge, may indicate that the Hawke Weigh 
bridge is a five-lever mechanism.  
 
The conveyor screw feeders and the Smith & Stevens motor generator likely had an association 
with D’Arcy Rose’s Produce Store. Closer scrutiny of the maker’s plates of the other motor 
generators is required before these can be attributed to a particular use and date with certainty; 
however, these may be associated with the motor repair shop. 
 
The report of the 1958 fire that destroyed the Steggles produce store indicates that not only was 
the produce store reduced to a smouldering ruin, but that the conflagration was such that the 
Pacific Highway was closed for six hours. This indicates one of two suggestions; 
 

 The fire destroyed all of the D’Arcy Rose produce store buildings, which were re-built by 
Steggles.  
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 The fire destroyed a produce store that stood on the Pacific Highway, rather than Howarth 
Street, as indicated by the closing of the Pacific Highway, but not the railway, which would 
also have been a newsworthy event.  
 

A comparison of the layout of the produce store buildings before and after the fire, shows that 
they are largely unchanged, indicating that the fire was at a store on, or near to the Pacific Highway 
(see Figure 3.3 above and Figure 3.18). The 1954 aerial also shows that the warehouse annex had 
not been constructed by this time, despite the apparently earlier or simpler, method of 
construction. In addition, there is no evidence of fire activity within the warehouse, and the Hawke 
scales and Smith and Stevens motor generator do not show evidence of any fire damage. As such, 
it seems unlikely that the produce store on the corner of Rose and Howarth Streets was the 
produce store reported as having burnt down. 
 

 

Figure 3.17 Mr Hawke working at Hawke and Co., Kapunda 
(http://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+58330/41). 

http://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+58330/41
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Figure 3.18 Detail from the 1954 aerial photograph of the Produce Store in Wyong. The alignment of the 
siding is clearly defined and the warehouse annex has not yet been built 
(KR_Run2_Fr5093_BW_18Mar1954_600DPI). 
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4 Assessment of Significance 

The physical evidence of past activities is a valuable resource that is embodied in the fabric, setting, 
history and broader environment of an item, place or archaeological site. The value of this resource 
to a community can be evaluated by assessing its cultural and natural heritage values. Cultural 
significance and heritage value are terms used to express the intangible and tangible values of an 
item, place or archaeological site, and the response that it evokes in the community. Assessment 
of significance provides the framework for the development of management strategies to protect 
an item or place for future generations. As such, the following assessment of the significance of 
the former Produce Store and its associated elements, is based on the research provided in the 
previous sections. 

4.1 Assessment against Criteria 

An item, place or archaeological site is considered to be of State or local heritage significance if, in 
the opinion of the Heritage Council of NSW, it meets one or more of the seven assessment criteria:  
 
a) An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the 

cultural or natural history of the local area) 
 
The former Produce Store, comprising the main warehouse, railway siding and Hawke weighbridge 
in particular, as well as the conveyor screw feeders, and the Smith & Stevens motor generator, are 
representative of an important period in the historical development of the town of Wyong. D’Arcy 
Rose established the business in 1932, at a time when the timber industry was in decline and mixed 
farming was increasingly important to the local economy. 
 
The former Produce Store Group comprising the main warehouse, railway siding and Hawke 
weighbridge, and the conveyor screw feeders, and Smith & Stevens motor generator has heritage 
value and significance to the local community. 
 
b) An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a person, or group of 
persons, of importance in the cultural history of NSW (or the local area) 
 
The former Steggles Pay Master Administration and Accounts Office has an association with the 
Steggles Company; however, the extent of modifications to the building are such that it no longer 
reflects its original function. The building has little, if any heritage value. 
 
The annex to the warehouse is associated with Wyong Motors and as such has little associative 
value.  
 
The assemblage of elements associated with the former Produce Store; the main warehouse, 
railway siding and Hawke weighbridge, the conveyor screw feeders and the Smith & Stevens motor 
generator, are associated with Wyong businessman and member of the NSW Legislative Assembly 
for nearly 20 years, D’Arcy Rose. Rose also played an important part in the establishment of the 
Wyong High School, which opened in 1947. 
 
The former Produce Store assemblage of elements have local heritage significance.  
 
c) An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of 
creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local area) 
 
The assemblage of elements associated with the former Produce Store; the main warehouse, 
railway siding and Hawke weighbridge, the conveyor screw feeders and the Smith & Stevens motor 
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generator, are representative of rural produce stores and distribution centres. As such, the former 
Produce Store assemblage does not demonstrate a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement.  
 
d) An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in 
NSW (or the local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons 
 
Some members of the local community have mounted a campaign to save the former Produce 
Store, siding and weighbridge, and have maintained them in good order. Consultation for the 
current project has led to a particular interest in the former Produce Store; however, how 
widespread this interest may be is not known.  
 
e) An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area) 
 
Further study into the history of the former Produce Store assemblage and investigation of 
elements that may be extant below the main warehouse floor, has the potential to provide further 
insights into the development and practice of merchandising in early twentieth century Wyong.  
 
f) An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural 
history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area) 
 
The assemblage of elements associated with the former Produce Store; the main warehouse, 
railway siding and Hawke weighbridge, the conveyor screw feeders and the Smith & Stevens motor 
generator, as an interconnected group, are relatively rare survivors of a largely intact produce 
warehouse with attached siding and weighbridge within a rural environment.  
 
As such the former Produce Store Group has local heritage significance. 
 
g) An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s 
cultural or natural places or environments (or a class of the local area’s cultural or natural places 
or environments) 
 
The assemblage of elements comprising the Produce Store Group; the main warehouse, railway 
siding and Hawke weighbridge, the conveyor screw feeders and the Smith & Stevens motor 
generator, are demonstrative of the principal characteristics of a rural produce store with attached 
siding and weighbridge in good condition and as such, have local heritage significance. 

4.2 Statement of Significance 

The former Produce Store was established by D’Arcy Rose in 1932, who became a leading member 
of the local community. Rose represented Wyong in the NSW Legislative Assembly for over 20 
years from 1939. The Produce Store Group, comprising the main warehouse, with attached siding 
and Hawke weighbridge are relatively intact and in good condition, and as such are demonstrative 
of the principal characteristics of a rural produce store. The conveyor screw feeders and Smith & 
Stevens motor generator can also be associated with D’Arcy Rose’s grist mill and as such are also 
demonstrative of the early history of the Produce Store. The assemblage of elements that comprise 
the Produce Store Group; the main warehouse, railway siding and Hawke weighbridge, the 
conveyor screw feeders and the Smith & Stevens motor generator, as an interconnected group, 
have heritage value and significance to the local community and warrant consideration for listing 
as a local heritage item. 
 
The Produce Store Group, should be listed as a local heritage item.  
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The relative significance of the elements associated with the former produce store is tabulated 
below. 
 

Table 1 Relative significance of the elements associated with the former Produce Store 

Element  Justification Significance 

Former Steggles Pay Master 
Administration and Accounts Office 

The Steggles administration building 
has been modified and modernised 
such that no longer reflects its 
original function. 

Low 

Annex to the main warehouse 
The annex was likely built after 1954 
and may be associated with Wyong 
Motors. 

Low 

Unattributed motor generators 

The unattributed motor generators 
cannot be attributed to the Produce 
Store with any certainty, and are 
likely associated with Wyong Motors. 
However, further investigation may 
prove an association with the original 
produce store. 

Moderate -Low 

Conveyor screw feeders and Smith & 
Stevens motor generator 

The screw feeders and Smith & 
Stevens motor generator are likely to 
be in good condition and can be 
attributed to D’Arcy Rose’s original 
grist mill as essential, though minor 
component parts. 

Moderate 

Main warehouse building 

The main warehouse retains original 
fabric, albeit in fair condition only, 
and is demonstrative of its function 
as a produce store warehouse. The 
Hawke weighbridge scale is housed 
in the building. 

Moderate 

Mr D’Arcy Rose’s siding 

The siding was built for D’Arcy Rose’s 
produce store in 1932, and as such is 
a surviving feature of the original 
produce store. 

High 

Hawke weighbridge & scales 

The Hawke weighbridge & scales 
retains all of its elements in good 
condition and working order and was 
likely installed not long after 1932. 

High 
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5 Conclusion & Recommendations 

The Roads and Maritime Services proposal is to extend the existing car park to the corner of Rose 
and Howarth Streets, which would require demolition and removal of the former Produce Store 
buildings and removal of associated elements (Figure 5.1). 
 

 

Figure 5.1 The layout of the proposed car park extending to Rose and Howarth Streets. 

The Produce Store Group, comprising the main warehouse, railway siding and Hawke weighbridge, 
the conveyor screw feeders and the Smith & Stevens motor generator, has been identified as 
having local heritage significance sufficient to warrant listing on the heritage schedule of the 
Wyong LEP. Heritage places contribute to an understanding and character of a community by 
providing tangible evidence of its history and identity. At times of change, they help to preserve a 
connection to the past, and can provide a point of reference for interpreting the past to future 
generations. The removal of the produce store for the construction of the car park represents a 
major change for the former produce store. Article 15 of the Burra Charter refers to managing 
change, which should be guided by the cultural significance of the place and its appropriate 
interpretation. The Burra Charter process also recognises that the development of preferred 
conservation options requires consideration of a range of other factors which could affect the 
future of a place. These include: 
• requirements of the owner; 
• the physical condition of the place; and 
• statutory obligations or issues related to heritage and safety requirements. 

5.1 LA Group  

The LA Group has detailed a proposal for the site that includes the retention and transformation 
of their office building, the former Steggles Pay Master Administration and Accounts Office, into 
an interpretation centre. However, approximately 5m would be demolished from the Howarth 
Street frontage, removing the front of the office building, and part of the main warehouse. The 
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warehouse section on Howarth Street to be removed includes the location of the Hawke scales. 
The LA Group apparently proposes to retain a part of the warehouse building and annex, as well 
as the siding and weighbridge for the site interpretation; however, at this time there is no 
indication of how interpretation of the Hawke scales and weighbridge would be achieved. The LA 
Group proposal requires a modification to the Roads and Maritime Services car park design which 
would apparently involve the loss of approximately 10 parking spaces. The proposal is included in 
the heritage assessment prepared by Carste Studio (Figure 5.2).  
 

 

Figure 5.2 Proposed amendment to the Roads and Maritime Services car park. The extent of the main 
warehouse to be removed is substantial. 

5.2 Heritage Significance of the Produce Store Group 

Currently the Produce Store Group, comprising the main warehouse, railway siding and Hawke 
weighbridge, the conveyor screw feeders and the Smith & Stevens motor generator, is not an 
identified heritage item on any heritage registers or lists; however, it has been identified in this 
assessment as having heritage value sufficient to warrant its listing as a local heritage item. 

5.3 The Physical Condition & Integrity of the Produce Store Group 

The former Steggles Pay Master Administration and Accounts Office is now a fully renovated office 
building which makes a negligible contribution to an understanding of the group. Similarly, the 
warehouse annex, was constructed after 1954, and is likely associated with Wyong Motors. The 
main warehouse is likely the only extant building constructed by D’Arcy Rose.  
 
The Hawke weighbridge, likely dates to around 1932, when the siding was constructed, and is 
therefore part of the original D’Arcy Rose Produce Store. The scales and weighbridge are in good 
condition. The Smith & Stevens motor generator and the conveyor screw feeders are in fair 
condition and are also associated with the original Produce Store.  
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5.4 Alternatives Considered 

Roads and Maritime Services propose to demolish the former produce store buildings; the Steggles 
Pay Master Administration and Accounts Office, main warehouse and annex, as well as the housing 
for the siding; however, it has been proposed that the Hawke weighbridge and scales and 
associated machinery could be retained for interpretation. The car park design includes a 
converging area of all pathways with facilities for the public, which includes a shelter building, panic 
button, cctv and next train advice area at the corner of Rose and Howarth Streets (Figure 5.3 and 
Figure 5.4). As such, there would be opportunities to retain the Produce Store Group for 
interpretation within this area; though, final design details would need to be determined, in 
particular the practicalities of the different levels of the weighbridge relative to the scales. In 
addition, it may be possible to change the alignment of the entry ramp from Howarth Street to 
better accommodate the siding and weighbridge.  
 

 

Figure 5.3 Detail of the configuration of the Rose and Howarth Street corner. The grey square is the 
converging area with the Howarth Street entry ramp to its right. The location of the weighbridge is circled. 

 

Figure 5.4 An example of the form that the converging area public shelter may take.   
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5.5 Recommendations 

The heritage significance of the Produce Store Group is such that it should be preserved for future 
generations. The proposed layout of the Roads and Maritime Services’ car park allows for 
interpretation of the former produce store site near to the Howarth Streets entry to the car park.  
 
The following recommendations are aimed at protecting the heritage values of the Produce Store 
Group and at providing mitigation for the loss of fabric that will be incurred with the removal of 
essential fabric associated with the Group. 
 
The essential elements of the Produce Store Group are the main warehouse, railway siding and 
Hawke weighbridge, the conveyor screw feeders and the Smith & Stevens motor generator. 
However, the design for the proposed car park does not include scope for the retention of the main 
warehouse. As such a photographic recording would be an appropriate mitigation against this loss. 
Recording and interpreting change is an appropriate means of mitigating the loss of heritage 
significance. Interpretation of places and sites is accepted heritage best practice and is now 
Heritage Council policy as a means of conveying an understanding of the heritage significance of 
an item or place to the community. The archival photographic recording of the former Produce 
Store site would be the first step in this process.  

Recommendation 1 

An Archival Photographic Recording of the interior and exterior of the buildings forming 
the former Produce Store site should be undertaken before demolition commences. The 
recording should include a recording of the immediate and broader environment and 
association with the railway. The recording should be prepared in accordance with 
heritage best practice guidelines as identified in the Heritage Council guideline document 
Photographic Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or Digital Capture (2006). 

Heritage interpretation aims to explain or illustrate the story of a heritage item or place in a way 
that will engage the community in its continuing care and protection, and thus conserve the 
significance of the place. It is often also a source of enjoyment and learning for local residents and 
visitors to an area, and can make a meaningful contribution to the character of the place. 
Interpretation of the former Produce Store Group would mitigate the loss of original fabric, in the 
form of the main warehouse, and indeed would enliven public awareness of this historic site.  

Recommendation 2 

Consideration should be given to implement a meaningful interpretation of the Produce 
Store Group within the design for the public facilities adjacent to the Howarth Street 
entry to the car park. The interpretation should, should, if feasible, include interpretation 
of the industrial history of Wyong, in particular the role of timber-getting in the 
development of the town and the inter-relationship of the saw mill with the railway and 
the produce store. 

Interpretation of the former Produce Store site should focus on the Hawke weighbridge and scales 
as these would be more readily interpretable and understood. The addition of the conveyor screw 
feeders and Smith & Stevens motor generator would enhance an understanding of the workings 
of the grist mill, which was a functional part of D’Arcy Rose’s produce store. As such, it would be 
appropriate to expose as much as possible of the railway siding. 

Recommendation 3 

Consideration should be given to exploring the full extent of the railway siding as it 
extends toward the railway and toward Wyong Racecourse. If feasible, the tracks should 
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be retained within the car park surface together with signage indicating its function and 
the destination of the original siding to the O’Neill and Goldsmith Saw Mill.  

Recommendation 4 

Further research into the various elements of visible machinery and motor generators as 
well as any that may remain beneath the warehouse floor, or are otherwise obscured, to 
identify and determine their value and inclusion in the interpretation, would enhance an 
understanding of the history of the Produce Store. 

Images from the photographic recording and historic plans and /or photographs could be 
incorporated into the interpretation within the car park. Appropriate images may include historic 
photographs such as those included in this report and should include any that may be available 
from other sources and which would contribute to an understanding of historical development of 
the site within the broader story of the development of Wyong.  

Recommendation 5 

A comprehensive interpretation strategy should be prepared for the former Produce 
Store site that includes reference to the store in the broader historical development of 
Wyong. Relevant stories should include the role to the timber industry and of the O’Neil 
and Goldsmith’s Saw Mill and the role of D’Arcy Rose in the development of Wyong. 
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