
Golden Highway Upgrades
Mudies Creek and Whittingham

Roads and Maritime Services – Project update, April 2018
Roads and Maritime Services is planning to upgrade the Golden Highway 
between Mudies Creek at Whittingham and Putty Road at Mount Thorley 
to improve safety, freight efficiency and flood immunity. 

Community and stakeholder feedback on the concept designs is invited 
by Wednesday 9 May 2018.

Background
The proposed upgrades are part of a package of work 
being delivered on the Golden Highway, between 
Whittingham and Dubbo, to improve safety, traffic 
efficiency, network reliability and freight access.

The NSW Government is providing $109 million 
funding, with an additional $24 million funding from 
the Australian Government, for the package of work 
on the Golden Highway.

The package of work includes intersection improvements, 
road rebuilding, shoulder widening, overtaking lanes, 
rest area improvements and flood immunity projects.

Project overview
The upgrades involve:

• Building a new road crossing at Mudies Creek 
to withstand a one in 100 year flood. The new 
30 metre long bridge would be three metres 
higher than the current road level to improve travel 
reliability along the highway during flood events.

• Upgrading a six kilometre section of highway 
between Whittingham and Mount Thorley. 
Improvements include providing a smoother road 
surface, wider road shoulders and five metre clear 
zones, safety barriers, and overtaking lanes in 
both directions to improve safety and traffic flow.

The upgrades would be carried out in three stages to help 
minimise impacts to road users:

Stage 1 – Road rebuilding and shoulder widening 
between Mudies Creek and about one kilometre west of 
Range Road. Work is expected to start in the second half 
of 2018.

Stage 2 – Building overtaking lanes between about 
one kilometre west of Range Road and Putty Road. 
Work is expected to start in late 2019.

Stage 3 – Building the new Mudies Creek bridge. 
Work is expected to start in late 2019.

Golden Highway looking east near the existing Mudies Creek culverts
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Eastbound overtaking 
lane will be provided 
from around 250 metres 
east of Putty Road

Westbound overtaking 
lane will be provided from 
around one kilometre 
west of Range Road

Median and roadside safety 
barrier to be installed

Roadside safety barrier 
to be installed

Five metre clear zones 
will be provided along 
sections of the highway 

Road approaches to be 
realigned and raised

Existing electrical poles 
to be retained

New bridge over 
Mudies Creek
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Stage 1 – Shoulder widening and 
sections of road rebuilding

Stage 2 – Proposed locations 
of overtaking lanes

Stage 3 – Mudies Creek Bridge 
and associated work

Safety barrier installation
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B Safety barrier installation east of Range Road
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Project Benefits
The proposed upgrades would:

• Provide a flood immunity level of at least a one in 
100 year flood for Mudies Creek

• Improve safety for road users 

• Provide a smoother road surface

• Improve travel times and reliability by providing 
improved overtaking opportunities

• Improve freight access by catering for higher 
productivity vehicles including up to 30 metres 
in length

• Maintain and improve the ability to cater for over 
dimension and over mass loads.

Potential traffic impacts
Over the next two years there will be several major 
road projects in construction along the Golden 
Highway including:

• Upgrade between Mudies Creek and Whittingham 

• Overtaking lanes at Ogilvies Hill and Winery Hill 
near Jerrys Plains

• Golden Highway and New England Highway 
intersection upgrade at Belford.

These construction activities will be disruptive for 
motorists, residents and stakeholders. Impacts at 
Whittingham may include:

• Delays and disruptions to traffic flow and travel times 
due to lane closures and reduced speed limits through 
work zones

• Detours at times via Range Road or Putty Road to 
help minimise traffic delays, improve worker safety 
and reduce the duration of the work

• Restrictions in place at times for oversized vehicles. 

Travel time delays may be significant with journeys 
expected to take up to an additional 30 minutes between 
Belford and Denman during some stages of construction 
for these major projects. 

Motorists will be advised to plan their journeys ahead 
of time using the latest information on traffic conditions 
available by calling 132 701, visiting livetraffic.com or 
downloading the Live Traffic NSW App. Signage will 
also be in place to advise motorists of changed traffic 
conditions along the highway.

Residents impacted by detour arrangements would be 
notified ahead of time and the duration of any detour 
would be minimised to help reduce impacts.

We will also keep the freight industry informed of traffic 
impacts, restrictions and timing to help with planning 
journeys during construction.

Better and more

reliable trips
for people, business and freight

Improving
safety

Increase
overtaking opportunities

Better movement of
freight

Golden Highway looking west towards rail overbridge near Putty Road

http://livetraffic.com


Privacy Roads and Maritime Services (“RMS”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998(“PPIP Act”) which requires that we 
comply with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in 
the delivery this project. The information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a 
clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise RMS will only disclose your personal 
information, without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be held by RMS at Level 8, 266 King Street, Newcastle NSW 2300. 
You have the right to access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect. 
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Have your say
Feedback on the proposed upgrades is invited by 
Wednesday 9 May 2018: 

 02 4908 7667

 todd.hainsworth@rms.nsw.gov.au

 rms.work/goldenhighway

  Todd Hainsworth  
Project Manager  
Roads and Maritime Services  
Locked Bag 2030  
Newcastle, NSW 2300

 If you need help understanding this 
information, please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service 
on 131 450 and ask them to call us 
on 02 4908 7667.

CONCEPT DESIGN AND  
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

DETAILED DESIGN

START CONSTRUCTION

OPEN TO TRAFFIC

WE 
ARE 
HERE

Involving the community 
and stakeholders
We are working with the community and stakeholders 
during the planning process to identify issues and 
minimise potential impacts of the proposed upgrades. 

Feedback received will be considered to finalise 
the environmental assessment and detailed design.

We will continue to keep the community informed 
as the project progresses and before work starts. 

Project development process

Golden Highway looking east from the access intersection for the Mushroom Composters property
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