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4.2 Historical Heritage Items within the Vicinity of the Hunter 
Expressway Road Corridor 

A su mmary of sites within the vicinity of the Hunter Expressway road  corridor but outside  
proposed area of impact is pro vided below.  Inventory she ets for these sites  are provided 
with photographs in Appendix 2. 
 
4.2.1 Remains Associated with Invertay 

The remain s of the homestead and c ertain related features are outs ide the Hunter 
Expressway road corridor.  A des cription of these remains is  pro vided below.  Figure 4.1 
shows the location of the Invertay Homestead Precinct area i n relati on to the Hunte r 
Expressway road corridor. 
 
4.2.1.1 The Remains of the Homestead and Related Features – ‘Homestead Precinct’ 

The southern boundary of the Homestead precinct is defined by a relatively new fence line of 
concrete d roppers i n plai n and barb ed wi re.  The v arious features are include d in the  
Homestead precinct are: 
 
• a short length of paling fence orientated approximately east to west; 

• close to the  south we st of the fence was  an inverted corru gated iron t ank, possibly a 
former k ennel and two peppertrees loc ated on either s ide of the  western end of the 
fencing segment; 

• to the north -west of the k ennel and peppercorn trees lay another panel of pa ling fence,  
approximately 10 metres l ong trending north-west and appearing to be res idual fencing 
around a small orchard; 

• old fruit trees were observed to survive on the eastern side of the paling fence; 

• that l ength of fencing then c ontinued north-westerly in the form of a steel dropper and 
wire fence, also about 10 metres long terminating at a tall timber post; 

• north-west of the steel  dropper fence line  was a tree having the appearance of a well-
grown olive; 

• about 40 metres eas t of the ‘ olive’ tree was a very o ld pine tree and the homes tead 
electricity metre box on a service pole; and 

• further to the north were decorative pine and palm trees.  Scattered across this area were 
the remains of l ow-grown exotics and the effect created by the features described was 
that of a site of a former ruined homestead. 

Photographs of the homestead dating to the mid 1970s, prior to their demolition, are provided 
in Umwelt (2009b Appendix 2).  The demolished homestead as shown in these photographs 
was a twentieth century brick house that had been substantially modified and altered. 
 
The location of the cottage indicated on the 1919 Charting Plan is within the area where the  
features described abo ve were identified.  The  former location of the ruined home stead is 
outside the road corridor. 
 
The features of the precinct de scribed above are shown in  the Inventory Sheet in 
Appendix 2. 
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4.2.2 Greta Army Camp 

The boundary of the original Greta Army Camp site as discussed in Wal ker and Pike (1995) 
is dissected by the Hunter Expressway.  Howe ver, there are no known or visible structural 
remains of the Greta Army Camp within the Hunter Expressway road corridor.  The remains 
of the G reta Army Camp, which are lo cated close to the Hunter Expressway road corridor, 
include the Firing Range Stop Butt.  The location of Greta Army Camp and the Firing Range 
Stop Butt is shown on Figure 4.6.  Umwe lt (2009b) carried out an  assessment of the Greta  
Army Camp remains and the Firing Range Stop Butt for the RTA for the Hunter Expressway, 
which concluded there was no impact by the  Hunter Expressway on the heritage values of 
the Greta Army Camp or the Firing Range Stop Butt.   
 
The earth fo rmation and Stop Butt o f the Firi ng Range, whic h was an attribute of the Greta  
Army Camp, is regarde d as an essential component of the orig inal military development of 
the area and, indeed, represents one of the few features of use of the Greta Camp area that 
is unequivocally associated with the military and at that time remains substantially intact.   
 
4.2.3 Richmond Vale Railway Tunnel 139 

Richmond Vale Ra ilway Tunnel 1 39 is cons tructed with  b ricks and l ime mo rtar and is 
excellently preserved with only a few bricks suffering decay.  The tunnel is elliptical shaped.  
An electrical conduit is visible on the eastern wa ll of the tun nel.  Th e location of Richmond 
Vale Railway Tunnel 139 and the Hunter Expressway road corridor is shown on Figure 4.7. 
 
4.2.4 Old Timber Church 

An old timber weatherboard c hurch building with a gable  corrugated iron clad roof  is within 
close vicinity to the Hu nter Expressway.  T he timber church is located on Buc hanan Road, 
Buchanan.  The church was assessed by Walker and Pike (1994:87) as ‘a simple design that 
suggests that it might have been from a catalogue’.  The location of the old timber church in 
Buchanan and the Hunter Expressway road corridor is shown on Figure 4.8. 
 
4.2.5 Illalong Quarries 

A quarry was located on ei ther s ide of Tuckers Lane to th e east of th e road c orridor.  The 
northern quarry was located on the north side of Tuckers Lane, east of the intersection of 
that l ane with an u nmade and, as  far as could be determined, unnamed road being the 
westernmost road ali gnment of the villag e of Illalong.  The qua rry wa s o void and 
approximately 30 metres long and  20 metres wide and excavated fairly uniformly to a depth 
of appro ximately 3 metres.  Th e q uarry contained a sma ll quantity of  water the depth of 
which was not measured.  The western elevation of the quarry area, between the quarry and 
the road corridor, wa s dominated  by a  substantial a ccumulation of  dumped h ousehold 
rubbish including white goods, carcasses, green waste, automotive parts and tyres.   
 
The southern quarry was located on the south side of Tuckers Lane, 40 metres southeast by 
south of the southern alignment of that lane.  The quarry was orientated approximately north 
to south and was approximately 100 metres in length with a maximum width of approximately 
40 metres, but of irregular shape, and exc avated to a maximum depth of approximately 
2.5 metres.  The former vehicular access had been blocked by a substantial barrier and it 
appeared that the quarry had not been worked for a considerable period. 
 
Apart from a surface l ens of clayey tops oil, the dominant material type of both qu arries was 
poorly co ncreted c onglomerate, to the total  excl usion of massiv e sto ne of any type.  This 
circumstance prec ludes the quarries  from be ing rega rded as  the source of st one for 
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substantial stone dis h drains in  Tuckers Lane and Greta (Walker and Pike 1995: 
Inventory #04), or any where el se f or that matt er.  It i s mos t likely  th at the quarries were  
simply the source of ro ad making material associated with the formati on of the carri ageway 
of Tuc kers Lane and that the qua rrying method was by grader sc rape or bucket.  It is 
conceivable that horse-drawn plant was used for this purpose.  In this context, it is difficult to 
see any cu ltural her itage values in either quarr y.  Su ch ad hoc quarry ing was  common in  
most local areas, where road-making was being undertaken  and out crops of appropriate 
material could be found close to the surface and close to the road corridor. 
 
These quarri es were  a ssessed in Umwelt (2009b) as h aving no her itage values.  The  
location of the quarries and the Hunter Expressway road corridor is shown on Figure 4.9. 
 
4.2.6 Shop, Camp Road 

The shop is located on Camp Road close to the remains of the Greta Army Camp.  The shop 
served the camp in the  19 40s (Wa lker and P ike 1995).  The s hop h as been reno vated, 
cladded and repainted blue and white.  The location of the shop and the Hunter Expressway 
road corridor is shown on Figure 4.10. 
 
 
4.3 Summary of Historical Heritage Items within the Hunter 

Expressway Road Corridor 

Table 4.2 provides a list of all known historical heritage items within the Hunter Expressway 
road corridor.  The significance of the items already assessed by previous reports is included 
in Table 4.2. 
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Table 4.2 - Heritage Items within the Hunter Expressway Road Corridor and their Significance 
 

Chainage within 
the Hunter 
Expressway Road 
Corridor 

Site Name Name of Item Nature of Item Site Grid  
Co-ordinates 
Easting and 
Northing (MGA) 

Significance 

235 to 415 metres Minmi Creek Fan Shaft (Mining 
Shaft) 

Work 368 882, 6360309 Local significance 

  Weir 1 Structure 368850,6360305 Local significance 
  Weir 2 Structure 368835,6360356 Local significance 

  Stone Wall Structure 368850,6360274 Local significance 
  Remains of a metal 

pipe 
Potential Relic 368868, 6360343 Assessed as unlikely to have local significance and 

considered to have limited, if any, research potential. 
  Remains of a cast 

iron pipe/joint 
Potential Relic 368874, 6360303 Assessed as unlikely to have local significance and 

considered to have limited, if any, research potential. 
  Sandstone slab with 

slots 
Potential Relic 368867, 6360296 Assessed as unlikely to have local significance and 

considered to have limited, if any, research potential. 
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Table 4.2 - Heritage Items within the Hunter Expressway Road Corridor and their Significance (cont) 
 
Chainage within the 
Hunter Expressway 
Road Corridor 

Site Name Name of Item Nature of Item Site Grid  
Co-ordinates 
Easting and 
Northing (MGA) 

Significance 

1290 to 1440 metres Richmond Vale 
Railway  

End of southwest 
cutting and Rail 
Tunnel 134 

Structure 366926, 6361146 Regional significance for rare historic and associative 
values (based on Walker and Pike 1995:64).  ‘The 
complete Richmond Vale Railway system from 
Hexham to Pelaw Main represented one of the most 
important privately owned and developed railways in 
Australia.  It is part of the network of private railways 
which served the South Maitland Coalfields.   
It provides evidence of the history of the development 
of the coal mining industry in the Cessnock area.  Its 
construction was a major undertaking by John Brown, 
pioneer of the coal industry in the Hunter Region’ 
(Pike Walker and Associates 1992-1993:52). 

3595 to 4595 metres Burrenjim Dam Burrenjim Dam Work 366765, 6361170 Potential local significance.  A significance 
assessment has not been prepared for this item.  
However, no impacts are proposed. 

 J ewboy 
Bushrangers 
Cave  

Jewboy 
Bushrangers 
Cave 

Natural 
Structure 

366564.2, 6361222.8 Potential local significance.  A significance 
assessment has not been prepared for this item.  
However, no impacts are proposed. 
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Table 4.2 - Heritage Items within the Hunter Expressway Road Corridor and their Significance (cont) 
 
Chainage within the 
Hunter Expressway 
Road Corridor 

Site Name Name of Item Nature of Item Site Grid  
Co-ordinates 
Easting and 
Northing (MGA) 

Significance 

27250 to 28250 
metres 

Ruin of 
Farmstead – 
‘Invertay’ 

Dairy slab and 
associated 
features 

Potential Relic 350121, 6378439 
350069, 6378419 
350124, 6378454 
350130, 6378466 
350109, 6378488 
350149, 6378467 
350139, 6378424 
350133, 6378419 

Assessed as unlikely to have State or local heritage 
significance and no research potential. 

  Concrete slab – 
Remains of a 
cattle crush 

Potential Relic 350083, 6378410 Assessed as unlikely to have State or local heritage 
significance and no research potential. 

  Residue of farm 
out-buildings 

Potential Relic 350110, 6378483 
350125, 6378417 

Assessed as unlikely to have State or local heritage 
significance and no research potential. 

  Remains of 
yards or piggery 

Potential Relic 350123, 6378405 Assessed as unlikely to have State or local heritage 
significance and no research potential. 

 



HHMP Hunter Expressway  Known Historical Heritage Items 
 

 Umwelt (Australia) Pty Limited 
2437/R01/FINAL May 2010 4.15 

Table 4.2 - Heritage Items within the Hunter Expressway Road Corridor and their Significance (cont) 
 
Chainage within 
the Hunter 
Expressway 
Road Corridor 

Site Name Name of Item Nature of Item Site Grid  
Co-ordinates Easting 
and Northing (MGA) 

Significance 

  Avenue of trees and 
associated features 

Potential Relic for 
associated features 
Trees are natural. 

350175, 6378422 
350138, 6378425 
 

Assessed as unlikely to have State or local 
heritage significance and no research 
potential. 

 Remains of a 
post and rail 
fence 

Remains of a post 
and rail fence  

Structure 351331 to 351511 
6377417 to 6377393 

Assessed as unlikely to have local 
significance and considered to have limited, or 
no, research potential based on a review of 
parish maps and land title searches and 
research undertaken for the HHMP. 

 Main Northern 
Railway 
Features 

Historic 3 brick and 
sandstone culverts 

Work 345798, 6384600 Potential local significance.  If to be impacted 
a full significance assessment to Heritage 
Branch, DoP criteria needs to be undertaken. 

 H istorical bottle 
dump identified 
within the Black 
Creek 1 salvage 
excavation 

Bottle dump Relic 343205 
6385649 

Assessed as unlikely to have local 
significance and considered to have limited 
research potential. 

15775 to 15750 
metres 

South Maitland 
Railway 

Elements within road 
corridor (refer to 
Section 4.1.2) 

Work/Structure/ 
Relic 

 Lo cal significance 

 Unidentified site Concrete Footings Potential Relic 355889, 6371969 Assessed as unlikely to have local 
significance and considered to have limited, if 
any, research potential based on a review of 
parish maps and land title searches and 
research undertaken for the HHMP. 
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Table 4.3 provides a list of all known historical heritage items within immediate vicinity to the Hunter Expressway road corridor.  The significance of 
the items already assessed by previous reports is included in Table 4.3. 
 

Table 4.3 - Heritage Items outside the Hunter Expressway Road Corridor but within Vicinity to Proposed Works 
 

Within vicinity to 
Chainage of the 
Hunter Expressway 
Road Corridor 

Site Name Name of Item Nature of Item Site Grid  
Co-ordinates 
Easting and 
Northing (MGA) 

Significance Assessment 

10640 to 10740 
metres 

Old Timber 
Church 

Old Timber Church Structure 362316, 6367112 Assessed by Walker and Pike (1995:87) 
as ‘Evidence of a small rural community 
of Buchanan’. 

27250 metres Greta Army 
Camp 

Firing Range Stop 
Butt 

Structure 348940, 6379542 Very high representative significance at 
a local and State level. 

 Ric hmond Vale 
Railway 

Rail Tunnel (also 
recorded as Railway 
Tunnel 139) 

Structure 365629, 6361815 Regional significance for rare historic 
and associative values (based on 
Walker and Pike 1995:64).  ‘The 
complete Richmond Vale Railway 
system from Hexham to Pelaw Main 
represented one of the most important 
privately owned and developed railways 
in Australia.  It is part of the network of 
private railways which served the South 
Maitland Coalfields.   
It provides evidence of the history of the 
development of the coal mining industry 
in the Cessnock area.  Its construction 
was a major undertaking by John 
Brown, pioneer of the coal industry in 
the Hunter Region’ (Pike Walker and 
Associates 1992-1993:52). 

27250 to 28250 
metres 

Ruin of 
Farmstead – 
‘Invertay’ 

The remains of a 
homestead and 
related features 

Relics 350115, 6378502 Assessed as unlikely to have research 
potential.  Some limited local 
significance on a representative level. 
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Table 4.3 - Heritage Items outside the Hunter Expressway Road Corridor but within Vicinity to Proposed Works (cont) 
 

Within vicinity to 
Chainage of the 
Hunter Expressway 
Road Corridor 

Site Name Name of Item Nature of Item Site Grid  
Co-ordinates 
Easting and 
Northing (MGA) 

Significance Assessment 

30200 metres Old Shop, 
Camp Road 

Old Shop, Camp Road  Structure 3846424, 
6380920 

Assessed by Walker and Pike (1995:39) 
as ‘Evidence of a major land use gone 
which was of significance to the history 
of Australia’s post war migration 
programme, and to the economy of the 
local town of Greta’.  Associative 
significance at a regional level as 
assessed by Walker and Pike (1995:39). 

31850 metres Illalong 
Quarries 

Illalong Quarries Works 384363, 6381702 
384331, 6381651 

Assessed by Umwelt (2009 b) as having 
no heritage values. 
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4.4 Other Items Identified in Walker and Pike (1995) 

Several other i tems were identified by  Walker and  Pike in thei r assessment of the original 
Hunter Expressway road corridor which are no longer within the vicinity of the modified road 
corridor.  These sites/objects included: 
 
• Buchanan Gallery (formerly the school and school residence); 

• former church at Buchanan; 

• Old Buttai Road;  

• Dunoon;  

• Branxton Township and Conservation Zone; 

• Army Compound (New Blackwood Farm);  

• Greta Railway Station and Station Masters House;  

• Old Shop 008; 

• Anvil Creek Colliery Rail Embankment; and 

• trees near Greta Railway Station. 

These sites/objects are not discussed further in this HHMP.  
 




