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RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
Mining Fan Shaft – Minmi Creek 
 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
368882, 6360309 

Assessed Significance
Local significance 

Physical Description 
The shaft is on a ridge crest overlooking the two weirs (refer Sections 2.1.1.2 and 2.1.1.3 in Umwelt 2009a 
and Figure 4.3) and Minmi Creek.  The shaft is in an area recently cleared by RTA to obtain access for 
geotechnical testing.  The shaft is capped with concrete.  The concrete capping appears to have occurred 
recently (last fifty years).  The concrete capping over the mine fan shaft is square with two circular holes 
incorporating PVC pipes.  One hole has a 22 centimetres diameter with the PVC pipe having a 
10 centimetres diameter.  The second circular hole has a 23 centimetres diameter and the second PVC 
pipe also has a 10 centimetres diameter.  The concrete capping has dimensions west to east of 6.6 metres 
and north to south of 6.2 metres.  A weighted string line over 100 metres in length was lowered into the 
shaft and did not appear to reach the bottom.  In its current condition it is impossible to examine the shaft’s 
construction.  It is assumed that the shaft is not filled in. 
Historical Themes 
3.Developing local, regional and national 
economies. 
3.4 Utilising Natural Resources 
3.4.3 Mining  
Mining 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
Not listed. 

Statement of Significance
Local significance. 
Refer to Umwelt (2009a) for detailed significance assessment. 
Historical Notes 
Early mining relics such as the weirs and fan shaft at Minmi Creek may relate to mining activity in the 
locality dating back to the time of Eales in the 1840s or to its use by the Duckenfield Colliery (established 
in 1857 and sunk in 1872 - Newcastle and District Historical Society 1991) (refer to Section 4.0 for further 
description of the fan shaft and other items associated with the Duckenfield Colliery). Sections of the 
Hunter Expressway are within the lands previously owned by the Duckenfield Colliery on historical maps 
dating from the early twentieth century (refer to Figure 2.1 in Umwelt 2009a).  Duckenfield Colliery closed 
on 25 April 1916.  A mining shaft identified as the fan shaft on a 1941 map of Minmi Creek is within the 
Hunter Expressway road corridor (refer to Figure 2.2 in Umwelt 2009a). 
 
A number of collieries in the Duckenfield precinct operated between the period of 1857 to 1980. With the 
acquisition of the Minmi colliery operations from John Earles, J & A Brown established Duckenfield Merthyr 
Colliery at Minmi (later known as the Minmi Old Tunnel) in 1857. Investigation of the neighbouring valley to 
the Minmi operations, Back Creek valley, proved its potential for coal production and in 1876 the Brown’s 
Colliery, also known as The New Tunnel, Browns Merthyr Colliery and Back Creek Colliery, was 
established.  Duckenfield No.3 Tunnel at Brown’s Colliery began operations in 1884 but suspended 
operations in 1890 and had closed by 1900 while Duckenfield No.4 started operations in 1888. The 
decrease in trade brought about by World War I conditions saw the suspension of the old tunnel at Minmi 
in 1916. To replace declining operations at Minmi preliminary developments of Duckenfield No 2 Colliery, 
adjacent to Blue Gum Creek, began in 1912 with production starting in 1921. Duckenfield No. 2 Colliery 
was later renamed Stockrington Colliery.  An additional Colliery near Stockrington Colliery was opened in 
1940 named Freeman’s Tunnel Colliery but renamed Stockrington No. 2 Colliery in 1943 (summary based 
on Andrews 2004). Duckenfield Colliery Railway (relics), Duckenfield No. 1 Colliery railway branch line and 
Duckenfield No. 2, 3 and 4 collieries railway branch lines are listed on the Newcastle Local Environmental 
Plan (2003) as heritage items of local significance.  
Physical Condition and Integrity 
Unable to view inside of the shaft due to the concrete capping. 

Notes on Management and other comments
There is no proposed direct impact to the fan shaft.  The shaft will be filled over/buried and conserved in situ.  The 
shaft will be protected and managed in situ under the HHMP. 
 
If it is necessary for the RTA to remove the concrete capping and infill the shaft prior to bridge construction, an archival 
recording (photographic and drawings) of the fan shaft should be undertaken by a qualified archaeologist to the 
standard required by the Heritage Branch, DoP for an item of local heritage significance. 
 
The fan shaft will be registered on the RTA’s section 170 register. 
Date of Site Inspection 
April 2005. 

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description)
Refer to attached Plate. 
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Facing East Fan Shaft Capped with Concrete 



RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
Weir 1 – Minmi Creek 
 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
368850,6360305 

Assessed Significance
Local significance 

Physical Description 
Weir 1 is constructed of wire cut bricks.  The bricks are in colonial or English garden wall bond coursing.  
This weir has a pillar system on the face of the weir.  There are sixteen courses of brick remaining on the 
first pillar, ten courses on the second pillar, fifteen courses on the third and ten courses on the fourth.  On 
the western side of the weir, its height is 1.5 metres from the top of the wall to the base of the bricks.  On 
the eastern side of the weir, the height is 1.45 metres from the top of the wall to the base of the bricks.  
The bricks are bonded by cement render.  There are four ‘steps’ or tiers of bricks on the pillars.  For the 
main wall of the weir there are in total sixteen courses of bricks to the water line and there is probably 
another three courses (minimum) submerged.  The brick dimensions are 23 x 11 x 8 centimetres.  Weir 1 
has a length of 12.3 metres and the western edge of the weir has a width of 1.63 metres.  The base of the 
weir is constructed of concrete made with large cobbles with the brick coursing constructed on top of this 
base. 
Historical Themes 

3. Developing local, regional and national 
economies. 
3.4 Utilising Natural Resources 
3.4.3 Mining  
Mining 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
Not listed. 

Statement of Significance
Local significance. 
Refer to Umwelt (2009a) for detailed significance assessment. 

Historical Notes 
Early mining relics such as the weirs at Minmi Creek may relate to mining activity in the locality dating back 
to the time of Eales in the 1840s or to its use by the Duckenfield Colliery (established in 1857 and sunk in 
1872 - Newcastle and District Historical Society 1991) (refer to Section 4.0 of HHMP for further description 
of the fan shaft and other items associated with the Duckenfield Colliery). Sections of the Hunter 
Expressway are within the lands previously owned by the Duckenfield Colliery on historical maps dating 
from the early twentieth century (refer to Figure 2.1 in Umwelt 2009a).  Duckenfield Colliery closed on 
25 April 1916.  A mining shaft identified as a fan shaft on a 1941 map of Minmi Creek is within the Hunter 
Expressway road corridor (refer to Figure 2.2 in Umwelt 2009a). 
 
A number of collieries in the Duckenfield precinct operated between the period of 1857 to 1980. With the 
acquisition of the Minmi colliery operations from John Earles, J & A Brown established Duckenfield Merthyr 
Colliery at Minmi (later known as the Minmi Old Tunnel) in 1857. Investigation of the neighbouring valley to 
the Minmi operations, Back Creek valley, proved its potential for coal production and in 1876 the Brown’s 
Colliery, also known as The New Tunnel, Browns Merthyr Colliery and Back Creek Colliery, was 
established.  Duckenfield No.3 Tunnel at Brown’s Colliery began operations in 1884 but suspended 
operations in 1890 and had closed by 1900 while Duckenfield No.4 started operations in 1888. The 
decrease in trade brought about by World War I conditions saw the suspension of the old tunnel at Minmi 
in 1916. To replace declining operations at Minmi preliminary developments of Duckenfield No 2 Colliery, 
adjacent to Blue Gum Creek, began in 1912 with production starting in 1921. Duckenfield No. 2 Colliery 
was later renamed Stockrington Colliery.  An additional Colliery near Stockrington Colliery was opened in 
1940 named Freeman’s Tunnel Colliery but renamed Stockrington No. 2 Colliery in 1943 (summary based 
on Andrews 2004). Duckenfield Colliery Railway (relics), Duckenfield No. 1 Colliery railway branch line and 
Duckenfield No. 2, 3 and 4 collieries railway branch lines are listed on the Newcastle Local Environmental 
Plan (2003) as heritage items of local significance.  
 
Physical Condition and Integrity 
Good condition and high integrity. 

Notes on Management and other comments
This item will be conserved in situ within the Hunter Expressway road corridor and protected and managed under the 
HHMP (fenced, appropriately signed and monitored for vibration during proposed construction works). 
 
Weir 1 will be registered on the RTA’s section 170 Heritage Register. 
Date of Site Inspection 
April 2005. 
 

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description)
 Refer to attached Plate. 
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Facing West Weir 1 



RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
Weir 2 – Minmi Creek 
 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
368835,6360356 

Assessed Significance 
Local significance 

Physical Description 
 
Weir 2 has two spillways, the original (older) spillway is constructed of local sandstone.  The second 
spillway is constructed of bricks and concrete and appears to have been constructed when the original 
weir began to leak/fail.  Weir 2 is similar to Weir 1 in that the later spillway is constructed of wire cut bricks.  
The bonding medium for the bricks is also concrete and the brickwork is colonial or English garden wall 
bond coursing.  The brick section of the weir has fifteen courses of bricks on its eastern side, twelve 
courses on its western side and the central section has eleven courses. 
 
The total length of the weir is 14.6 metres and the length of the brick spillway is 3.72 metres.  At 
3.8 metres from the western end the brick spillway ends and all the sandstone blocks at this point are 
mortared to the bricks down the bottom of the spillway.  The top of the weir wall has irregular sandstone 
casing and is mortared in some areas over some of the sandstone blocks.  The mortar incorporates river 
cobbles and appears to date to the time of the repair of the weir.  The brick section of the weir is 
1.5 metres in height down to the stretchers of red brick on its base.  The sandstone weir’s height is 
1.93 metres from the top of the retaining wall.  The weir is 83 centimetres in width at its centre.  The far 
western side of the weir is 1.01 metres in width.  
 
The brick dimensions are 24 centimetres in length and 11.5 centimetres in width with a depth of 
10.5 centimetres.  The bricks are red-orange in colour and the clay appears to be soft and irregular.  The 
bricks are wire cut and not modern moulded bricks.  An elongated rectangular frog appears on many of the 
bricks.  Some of the bricks contain a small circular impression near the rectangular frog mark.  These 
impressions are discussed further in Umwelt (2009a). 
 
Weir 2 also has a pipe located on the base of the brick wall.  The pipe is constructed of coarse 
earthenware and is sealed with stone casing.  Weir 2 has infilled with sediment and the water backed up 
behind the weir is very shallow. 
 
 
Historical Themes 

3. Developing local, regional and national 
economies. 
3.4 Utilising Natural Resources 
3.4.3 Mining  
Mining 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
Not listed. 

Statement of Significance 
 
Local significance. 
Refer to Umwelt (2009a) for detailed significance assessment. 
 
Historical Notes 
 
Early mining relics such as the weirs at Minmi Creek may relate to mining activity in the locality dating back 
to the time of Eales in the 1840s or to its use by the Duckenfield Colliery (established in 1857 and sunk in 
1872 - Newcastle and District Historical Society 1991) (refer to Section 4.0 of the HHMP for further 
description of the fan shaft and other items associated with the Duckenfield Colliery). Sections of the 
Hunter Expressway are within the lands previously owned by the Duckenfield Colliery on historical maps 
dating from the early twentieth century (refer to Figure 2.1 in Umwelt 2009a).  Duckenfield Colliery closed 
on 25 April 1916.  A mining shaft identified as a fan shaft on a 1941 map of Minmi Creek is within the 
Hunter Expressway road corridor (refer to Figure 2.2 in Umwelt 2009a). 
 
A number of collieries in the Duckenfield precinct operated between the period of 1857 to 1980. With the 
acquisition of the Minmi colliery operations from John Earles, J & A Brown established Duckenfield Merthyr 
Colliery at Minmi (later known as the Minmi Old Tunnel) in 1857. Investigation of the neighbouring valley to 
the Minmi operations, Back Creek valley, proved its potential for coal production and in 1876 the Brown’s 
Colliery, also known as The New Tunnel, Browns Merthyr Colliery and Back Creek Colliery, was 
established.  Duckenfield No.3 Tunnel at Brown’s Colliery began operations in 1884 but suspended 



operations in 1890 and had closed by 1900 while Duckenfield No.4 started operations in 1888. The 
decrease in trade brought about by World War I conditions saw the suspension of the old tunnel at Minmi 
in 1916. To replace declining operations at Minmi preliminary developments of Duckenfield No 2 Colliery, 
adjacent to Blue Gum Creek, began in 1912 with production starting in 1921. Duckenfield No. 2 Colliery 
was later renamed Stockrington Colliery.  An additional Colliery near Stockrington Colliery was opened in 
1940 named Freeman’s Tunnel Colliery but renamed Stockrington No. 2 Colliery in 1943 (summary based 
on Andrews 2004). Duckenfield Colliery Railway (relics), Duckenfield No. 1 Colliery railway branch line and 
Duckenfield No. 2, 3 and 4 collieries railway branch lines are listed on the Newcastle Local Environmental 
Plan (2003) as heritage items of local significance.  
Physical Condition and Integrity 
 
Good condition and high integrity. 
Notes on Management and other comments 
 
This item will be conserved in situ within the Hunter Expressway road corridor and protected and managed under the 
HHMP (fenced, appropriately signed and monitored for vibration during proposed construction works). 
  
Weir 2 will be registered on the RTA’s section 170 Heritage Register. 

Date of Site Inspection 
 
April 2005. 
 

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description) 
 
Refer to attached Plate. 
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Facing North Weir 2 



RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
Stone Wall – Minmi Creek 
 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
368850,6360274 

Assessed Significance 
Local significance 

Physical Description 
 
A remnant section of stone wall is located on the eastern side of Minmi Creek, approximately 10 metres 
south of Weir 1 and 5 metres south of one of the Aboriginal stone arrangements.  The wall is located 
approximately 5 metres from the eastern edge of the creek.  The stone wall is constructed of six courses of 
local sandstone.  The wall has random coursing.  It is 90 centimetres in height and 5.3 metres in length.  
The thickness of the wall is variable due to the size of the stones it incorporates.  The wall appears to have 
been constructed to hold back the slope after the foot slope was excavated, probably to allow the 
movement of materials along the side of the creek for weir construction. 
 
Historical Themes 

3. Developing local, regional and national 
economies. 
3.4 Utilising Natural Resources 
3.4.3 Mining  
Mining 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
Not listed. 

Statement of Significance 
Local significance. 
Refer to Umwelt (2009a) for detailed significance assessment. 
 
Historical Notes 
Early mining relics such as the weirs, the stone wall and fan shaft at Minmi Creek may relate to mining 
activity in the locality dating back to the time of Eales in the 1840s or to its use by the Duckenfield Colliery 
(established in 1857 and sunk in 1872 - Newcastle and District Historical Society 1991) (refer to 
Section 4.0 of the HHMP for further description of the fan shaft and other items associated with the 
Duckenfield Colliery). Sections of the Hunter Expressway are within the lands previously owned by the 
Duckenfield Colliery on historical maps dating from the early twentieth century (refer to Figure 2.1 in 
Umwelt 2009a).  Duckenfield Colliery closed on 25 April 1916.  A mining shaft identified as the fan shaft on 
a 1941 map of Minmi Creek is within the Hunter Expressway road corridor (refer to Figure 2.2 in Umwelt 
2009a). 
 
A number of collieries in the Duckenfield precinct operated between the period of 1857 to 1980. With the 
acquisition of the Minmi colliery operations from John Earles, J & A Brown established Duckenfield Merthyr 
Colliery at Minmi (later known as the Minmi Old Tunnel) in 1857. Investigation of the neighbouring valley to 
the Minmi operations, Back Creek valley, proved its potential for coal production and in 1876 the Brown’s 
Colliery, also known as The New Tunnel, Browns Merthyr Colliery and Back Creek Colliery, was 
established.  Duckenfield No.3 Tunnel at Brown’s Colliery began operations in 1884 but suspended 
operations in 1890 and had closed by 1900 while Duckenfield No.4 started operations in 1888. The 
decrease in trade brought about by World War I conditions saw the suspension of the old tunnel at Minmi 
in 1916. To replace declining operations at Minmi preliminary developments of Duckenfield No 2 Colliery, 
adjacent to Blue Gum Creek, began in 1912 with production starting in 1921. Duckenfield No. 2 Colliery 
was later renamed Stockrington Colliery.  An additional Colliery near Stockrington Colliery was opened in 
1940 named Freeman’s Tunnel Colliery but renamed Stockrington No. 2 Colliery in 1943 (summary based 
on Andrews 2004). Duckenfield Colliery Railway (relics), Duckenfield No. 1 Colliery railway branch line and 
Duckenfield No. 2, 3 and 4 collieries railway branch lines are listed on the Newcastle Local Environmental 
Plan (2003) as heritage items of local significance.  
 
Physical Condition and Integrity 
Moderate condition and integrity. 

Notes on Management and other comments 
This item will be conserved in situ within the Hunter Expressway road corridor and protected and managed under the 
HHMP (fenced, appropriately signed and monitored for vibration during proposed construction works). 
 
The stone wall will be registered on the RTA’s section 170 Heritage Register. 

Date of Site Inspection 
April 2005. 
 

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description) 
 Refer to attached Plate. 
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Facing East Stone Wall 



RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
Remains of a metal pipe – Minmi Creek 
 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
368868, 6360343 

Assessed Significance 
Assessed as unlikely to have local significance and 
considered to have limited research potential. 
 

Physical Description 
 
The remains of a corroding metal pipe were found in the vegetation alongside Minmi Creek, approximately 
5 metres from the edge of the water line.  The pipe is made of ferrous material.  This pipe was located 
between Weir 1 and Weir 2.  The pipe was badly corroded and in a fragile condition.  It was infilled with 
soil and vegetation was growing through and around it.  There was a shackle on the pipe and the pipe had 
metal bands holding it together.  The pipe was approximately 35 centimetres in diameter and its remains 
were 1 86 metres in length.  The length from the shackle to the top of the remains of the pipe was 
1.28 metres and the width of the two metal bands surrounding the pipe was 8 centimetres. 
 
Historical Themes 

3. Developing local, regional and national 
economies. 
3.4 Utilising Natural Resources 
3.4.3 Mining  
Mining 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
Not listed. 

Statement of Significance 
Refer to Umwelt (2009a) for detailed significance assessment. 
 

Historical Notes 
Early mining relics such as the remains of the pipes, the weirs, the stone wall and fan shaft at Minmi Creek 
may relate to mining activity in the locality dating back to the time of Eales in the 1840s or to its use by the 
Duckenfield Colliery (established in 1857 and sunk in 1872 - Newcastle and District Historical Society 
1991) (refer to Section 4.0 of the HHMP for further description of the fan shaft and other items associated 
with the Duckenfield Colliery). Sections of the Hunter Expressway are within the lands previously owned 
by the Duckenfield Colliery on historical maps dating from the early twentieth century (refer to Figure 2.1 
in Umwelt 2009a).  Duckenfield Colliery closed on 25 April 1916.  A mining shaft identified as the fan shaft 
on a 1941 map of Minmi Creek is within the Hunter Expressway road corridor (refer to Figure 2.2 in 
Umwelt 2009a). 
 
A number of collieries in the Duckenfield precinct operated between the period of 1857 to 1980. With the 
acquisition of the Minmi colliery operations from John Earles, J & A Brown established Duckenfield Merthyr 
Colliery at Minmi (later known as the Minmi Old Tunnel) in 1857. Investigation of the neighbouring valley to 
the Minmi operations, Back Creek valley, proved its potential for coal production and in 1876 the Brown’s 
Colliery, also known as The New Tunnel, Browns Merthyr Colliery and Back Creek Colliery, was 
established.  Duckenfield No.3 Tunnel at Brown’s Colliery began operations in 1884 but suspended 
operations in 1890 and had closed by 1900 while Duckenfield No.4 started operations in 1888. The 
decrease in trade brought about by World War I conditions saw the suspension of the old tunnel at Minmi 
in 1916. To replace declining operations at Minmi preliminary developments of Duckenfield No 2 Colliery, 
adjacent to Blue Gum Creek, began in 1912 with production starting in 1921. Duckenfield No. 2 Colliery 
was later renamed Stockrington Colliery.  An additional Colliery near Stockrington Colliery was opened in 
1940 named Freeman’s Tunnel Colliery but renamed Stockrington No. 2 Colliery in 1943 (summary based 
on Andrews 2004). Duckenfield Colliery Railway (relics), Duckenfield No. 1 Colliery railway branch line and 
Duckenfield No. 2, 3 and 4 collieries railway branch lines are listed on the Newcastle Local Environmental 
Plan (2003) as heritage items of local significance.  
 
Physical Condition and Integrity 
Poor condition and integrity. 

Notes on Management and other comments 
This item will be directly impacted by the Hunter Expressway.  Based on the significance assessment provided in 
Umwelt (2009a) this item is not considered to be a ‘relic’ as defined by the Heritage Act 1977 (NSW).  No further 
management is required. 

Date of Site Inspection 
April 2005. 
 

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description) 
 Refer to attached Plate. 
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Facing North, remains of a metal pipe, close up 

of shackle on pipe. 



RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
Remains of a cast iron pipe/joint – Minmi Creek 
 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
368874, 6360303 

Assessed Significance 
Assessed as unlikely to have local significance and 
considered to have limited research potential. 
 

Physical Description 
 
A circular ferrous pipe with an end plate with six circular perforations which looked like it may have been 
riveted was also located in the vegetation upslope of Minmi Creek on the ridge crest near the mining shaft.  
The diameter of the pipe is 6.5 centimetres and the diameter of the round end plate is 17 centimetres.  The 
entire object has a length of 1.2 metres. 
 
Historical Themes 

3. Developing local, regional and national 
economies. 
3.4 Utilising Natural Resources 
3.4.3 Mining  
Mining 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
Not listed. 

Statement of Significance 
Refer to Umwelt (2009a) for detailed significance assessment. 
 
Historical Notes 
Early mining relics such as the remains of the pipes, the weirs, the stone wall and fan shaft at Minmi Creek 
may relate to mining activity in the locality dating back to the time of Eales in the 1840s or to its use by the 
Duckenfield Colliery (established in 1857 and sunk in 1872 - Newcastle and District Historical Society 
1991) (refer to Section 4.0 of the HHMP for further description of the fan shaft and other items associated 
with the Duckenfield Colliery). Sections of the Hunter Expressway are within the lands previously owned 
by the Duckenfield Colliery on historical maps dating from the early twentieth century (refer to Figure 2.1 
in Umwelt 2009a).  Duckenfield Colliery closed on 25 April 1916.  A mining shaft identified as the fan shaft 
on a 1941 map of Minmi Creek is within the Hunter Expressway road corridor (refer to Figure 2.2 in 
Umwelt 2009a). 
 
A number of collieries in the Duckenfield precinct operated between the period of 1857 to 1980. With the 
acquisition of the Minmi colliery operations from John Earles, J & A Brown established Duckenfield Merthyr 
Colliery at Minmi (later known as the Minmi Old Tunnel) in 1857. Investigation of the neighbouring valley to 
the Minmi operations, Back Creek valley, proved its potential for coal production and in 1876 the Brown’s 
Colliery, also known as The New Tunnel, Browns Merthyr Colliery and Back Creek Colliery, was 
established.  Duckenfield No.3 Tunnel at Brown’s Colliery began operations in 1884 but suspended 
operations in 1890 and had closed by 1900 while Duckenfield No.4 started operations in 1888. The 
decrease in trade brought about by World War I conditions saw the suspension of the old tunnel at Minmi 
in 1916. To replace declining operations at Minmi preliminary developments of Duckenfield No 2 Colliery, 
adjacent to Blue Gum Creek, began in 1912 with production starting in 1921. Duckenfield No. 2 Colliery 
was later renamed Stockrington Colliery.  An additional Colliery near Stockrington Colliery was opened in 
1940 named Freeman’s Tunnel Colliery but renamed Stockrington No. 2 Colliery in 1943 (summary based 
on Andrews 2004). Duckenfield Colliery Railway (relics), Duckenfield No. 1 Colliery railway branch line and 
Duckenfield No. 2, 3 and 4 collieries railway branch lines are listed on the Newcastle Local Environmental 
Plan (2003) as heritage items of local significance.  
 
Physical Condition and Integrity 
Poor condition and integrity. 

Notes on Management and other comments 
 
This item will be directly impacted by the Hunter Expressway.  Based on the significance assessment provided in 
Umwelt (2009a) this item is not considered to be a ‘relic’ as defined by the Heritage Act 1977 (NSW).  No further 
management is required 

Date of Site Inspection 
April 2005. 
 

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description) 
Refer to attached Plate. 
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Facing East, remains of a cast iron pipe/joint 



RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
Sandstone slab with slots – Minmi Creek 
 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
368867, 6360296 

Assessed Significance 
Assessed as unlikely to have local significance and 
considered to have limited research potential. 
 

Physical Description 
A sandstone slab was found in the vegetation located on the slope on the eastern side of the weirs and 
west of the cement slab covering the mining shaft.  This sandstone slab appears to be natural but the 
slots that run the length of the slab are of human origin.  There are five deeply etched slots which are 
parallel and relatively straight.  The slots could have been made by a ripper running over the sandstone 
scraping the surface of the rock. 

 
Historical Themes 

3. Developing local, regional and national 
economies. 
3.4 Utilising Natural Resources 
3.4.3 Mining  
Mining 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
Not listed. 

Statement of Significance 
Refer to Umwelt (2009a) for detailed significance assessment. 
 

Historical Notes 
Early mining relics such as the remains of the pipes, the weirs, the stone wall and fan shaft at Minmi Creek 
may relate to mining activity in the locality dating back to the time of Eales in the 1840s or to its use by the 
Duckenfield Colliery (established in 1857 and sunk in 1872 - Newcastle and District Historical Society 
1991) (refer to Section 4.0 of the HHMP for further description of the fan shaft and other items associated 
with the Duckenfield Colliery). Sections of the Hunter Expressway are within the lands previously owned 
by the Duckenfield Colliery on historical maps dating from the early twentieth century (refer to Figure 2.1 
in Umwelt 2009a).  Duckenfield Colliery closed on 25 April 1916.  A mining shaft identified as the fan shaft 
on a 1941 map of Minmi Creek is within the Hunter Expressway road corridor (refer to Figure 2.2 in 
Umwelt 2009a). 
 
A number of collieries in the Duckenfield precinct operated between the period of 1857 to 1980. With the 
acquisition of the Minmi colliery operations from John Earles, J & A Brown established Duckenfield Merthyr 
Colliery at Minmi (later known as the Minmi Old Tunnel) in 1857. Investigation of the neighbouring valley to 
the Minmi operations, Back Creek valley, proved its potential for coal production and in 1876 the Brown’s 
Colliery, also known as The New Tunnel, Browns Merthyr Colliery and Back Creek Colliery, was 
established.  Duckenfield No.3 Tunnel at Brown’s Colliery began operations in 1884 but suspended 
operations in 1890 and had closed by 1900 while Duckenfield No.4 started operations in 1888. The 
decrease in trade brought about by World War I conditions saw the suspension of the old tunnel at Minmi 
in 1916. To replace declining operations at Minmi preliminary developments of Duckenfield No 2 Colliery, 
adjacent to Blue Gum Creek, began in 1912 with production starting in 1921. Duckenfield No. 2 Colliery 
was later renamed Stockrington Colliery.  An additional Colliery near Stockrington Colliery was opened in 
1940 named Freeman’s Tunnel Colliery but renamed Stockrington No. 2 Colliery in 1943 (summary based 
on Andrews 2004). Duckenfield Colliery Railway (relics), Duckenfield No. 1 Colliery railway branch line and 
Duckenfield No. 2, 3 and 4 collieries railway branch lines are listed on the Newcastle Local Environmental 
Plan (2003) as heritage items of local significance.  
 
Physical Condition and Integrity 
Poor condition and integrity. 

Notes on Management and other comments 
 
This item will be directly impacted by the Hunter Expressway.  Based on the significance assessment provided in 
Umwelt (2009a) this item is not considered to be a ‘relic’ as defined by the Heritage Act 1977 (NSW).  No further 
management is required. 

Date of Site Inspection 
April 2005. 
 

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description) 
Refer to attached Plate. 
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Facing East Sandstone slab with slots 



RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
Richmond Vale Railway Tunnel 134 and end of south 
west cutting  
 
Other Names/s 

 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
Tunnel E366926 6361146 
E366772 N6361086 (End of SW Cutting) 

Assessed Significance
 
Regional significance for rare historic and associative 
values (based on Walker and Pike 1995:64).  “The 
complete Richmond Vale Railway system from Hexham 
to Pelaw Main represented one of the most important 
privately owned and developed railways in Australia.  It is 
part of the network of private railways which served the 
South Maitland Coalfields”.   
 

Physical Description 
The tunnel is made from machine made bricks – that are very similar to Fernleigh Rail Tunnel.  Mortar is slightly sandy 
and possibly high cement and lime fraction in mortar.  

Historical Themes 
3. Developing local, regional and national 

economies. 
Transport 
Mining 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
Richmond Vale Railway is listed on the Cessnock Local 
Environmental Plan 1989 and the Draft Cessnock Local 
Environmental Plan 2009. 

Statement of Significance
 
Regional significance for rare historic and associative values (based on Walker and Pike 1995:64).  “The complete 
Richmond Vale Railway system from Hexham to Pelaw Main represented one of the most important privately owned 
and developed railways in Australia.  It is part of the network of private railways which served the South Maitland 
Coalfields”.   
 
Listed on Draft Cessnock Local Environmental Plan 2009 as a state significant Environmental Heritage Item. 
 
Historical Notes 
 
“The Richmond Vale Railway funs from Hexham Loco Depot to Richmond Main Colliery and to Pelaw main and 
includes a link between them. The listing includes all the reservations for the routes, both with and without railway 
tracks, and includes embankments, cuttings, culverts, bridges, tunnels, level crossings, platforms, station structures, 
signals and other communication systems, gatekeepers houses and other structure once necessary for the Railway’s 
operation. Some of the railway tracks remain between RM Colliery & Pelaw Main, but many of the others have been 
removed. However, the railway route is discernable in the landscape, sometimes as a 4 wheel drive track.” (Pike and 
Walker 1995: 52). 
 
Physical Condition and Integrity 
 
The tunnel façade has a crack on the left hand side (which may be at risk from vibrations from proposed construction 
impacts) and some bricks have decayed. There are occasional remains of displaced sleepers and rails in tunnel.  The 
tunnel is blocked off at both ends and there is no current access for vehicles.  Vandalism has not impacted on the 
tunnel. 
 
Notes on Management and other comments
The Tunnel will not be directly impacted by the Hunter Expressway.  This item may be at risk by potential vibration 
from ground disturbing works as the cutting and the earth above the Tunnel will be directly impacted by the Hunter 
Expressway.  
 
This item will be conserved in situ within the Hunter Expressway road corridor and protected and managed under the 
HHMP (fenced, appropriately signed and monitored for vibration during proposed construction works). 
 
 
Date of Site Inspection 
September 2007 
  

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description)
5165:View to WSW Richmond Vale Tunnel and Cut 
5168: Close up of NE tunnel entrance 
5169: Top close up left corner of NE entrances 
5171: Close up of displaced rail 
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View to WSW of Richmond Vale Rail Tunnel 134 

and cutting 
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Close up of left corner of NE entrance of 

Richmond Vale Railway Tunnel 134 



 

2437/R01/Appendix 2 

 

 

Detail inside Richmond Vale Railway Tunnel 134 
showing displaced rail 



RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
Burrenjim Dam  
Other Names/s 
Blue Gum Creek Dam 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
E366765 N6361170 

Assessed Significance 
Potential local significance.  If impacted a full significance 
assessment to Heritage Branch, DoP criteria needs to be 
undertaken. 

Physical Description 
Dam and Dam wall – constructed of concrete and conglomerate gravels. Extensive pipe work – 1000mm diameter 
gate valve underneath dam wall at MGA E366775 N6361181.  
  

Historical Themes 
3.4 Utilising Natural Resources 
Mining 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
Not listed on any known register is believed to be 
associated with mining. 

Statement of Significance 
 
Potential local significance.  If impacted a full significance assessment to Heritage Branch, DoP criteria needs to be 
undertaken. 
 
 
 
 
 
Historical Notes 
1945 – according to engraving on dam wall. 

Physical Condition and Integrity 
Concrete very good/excellent condition. Gate valve is decaying, 80mm pipe is partially broken  
 

Notes on Management and other comments 
 
Burrenjim Dam is within the road corridor for the Hunter Expressway.   
 
This item will be conserved in situ within the road corridor and protected and managed under the HHMP.  

Date of Site Inspection 
September 2007. 

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description) 
5176: SW view of dam wall 
5177: W view of dam wall 
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Burrenjim Dam-SW view of dam wall 
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Burrenjim Dam-W view of dam wall 



RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
Jewboy Bushrangers Cave 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
366564.2, 6361222.8 
(location taken from a map, would require further ground 
truthing for exact location). 

Assessed Significance 
Potential local significance.  If impacted a full significance 
assessment to Heritage Branch, DoP criteria needs to be 
undertaken. 

Physical Description 
The site is a small exposed cave shelter approximately 50 metres west of Burrenjim Dam (refer to Figure 4.5 in HHMP 
(2009). The cave has an exposed entrance with a low roof (no standing room).  The Jewboy Bushrangers Cave is 
approximately 150 metres from the Richmond Vale Railway Tunnels. 
 

Historical Themes 
Bushrangers 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
Not listed. 

Statement of Significance 
Potential local significance.  If impacted a full significance assessment to Heritage Branch, DoP criteria needs to be 
undertaken. 

Historical Notes 
Jewboy Bushrangers Cave is named for the escaped Jewish convict Edward Davis, a member of a gang of 
bushrangers known as the ‘Jewboy’ gang. The ‘Jewboy’ gang membership ranged between two and seven members 
and was active over a period of four months between August and December 1840. Contrary to popular belief (Boxall 
1890) the leader of the gang was not Edward Davis but John Marshall who was a one of a number of convicts who 
escaped from Hyde Park Barracks while on assigned service.  
 
Edward Davis appears to have only been a member of the gang for a period of six weeks when he absconded from 
assigned duty on November 10, 1840 and joined John Marshall and other members of the gang in the Murrurundi area 
(Roope and Gregson, 2002). After Edward Davis joined the gang they moved south into the Sugarloaf area where they 
conducted a number of raids. The gang may have used the Jewboy Bushrangers Cave during this period however 
there is no direct evidence that the cave was ever used by the gang as a hideout and the association between the 
gang and the cave derives from folk history. During their active period the gang also conducted raids in the Lake 
Macquarie, Central Coast and Upper Hunter regions establishing a number of camp bases including one at Doughboy 
Hollow where they were later captured on December 21 by the police Magistrate Edward Denny Day. Five members of 
the gang, including Edward Davis, were tried and hung in Sydney on February 24, 1841 (Sydney Morning Herald, 
February 25, 1841).   
 
Physical Condition and Integrity 
Excellent condition. 

Notes on Management and other comments 
The Jewboy Bushrangers Cave is within the road corridor for the Hunter Expressway.   
 
This item will be conserved in situ and protected and managed under the HHMP. 

Date of Site Inspection 
2005. 
 

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description) 
Refer to attached Plate. 
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Jewboy Bushrangers Cave 



RTA Historical Heritage Management Plan Inventory 

Item Name 
The remains of the ruined farmstead – Invertay. 
 
Other Names/s 
The former Oswald property. 
 
Location (MGA Grid Co-ordinates) 
E350116 to E350160 – N6378533 to N6378395 
 

Assessed Significance 
 
Assessed as a whole to be unlikely to have research 
potential.  Some limited local significance on a 
representative level. 

Physical Description 
 
The site is located on 993 Allandale Rd, Allandale. 
 
 
Several remains comprise the ruined Farmstead, “Invertay”.  These features are documented below: 
 

Feature MGA  
Easting and Northing 

Dairy slab and associated features 350121, 6378439 
350069, 6378419 
350124, 6378454 
350130, 6378466 
350109, 6378488 
350149, 6378467 
350139, 6378424 
350133, 6378419 

Concrete slab – Remains of a cattle crush 350083, 6378410 
Residue of farm out-buildings 350110, 6378483 

350125, 6378417 
Remains of yards or piggery 350123, 6378405 
Avenue of trees and associated features 350175, 6378422 

350138, 6378425 
 
The ruined farmstead “Invertay” consists of several discrete features in the north-eastern corner of Portion 
254/Lot 2553 DP827110 which are within the road corridor for the Hunter Expressway road corridor (refer 
to Figure 4.1 of HHMP).  These features include: 
 
• the residue of farm out-buildings; 
• concrete slab – remains of a cattle crush; 
• dairy slab and associated features; 
• remains of yards or piggery; and 
• avenue of trees and associated features. 
 
Further description of these features is provided below.   
 
Residue of Farm Out-buildings 
 
Virtually abutting the modern fence on the south were earth-formation platforms of what appeared to be 
two sheds, both oriented east-west, the northerly of which appeared to be approximately 30 metres long 
and 20 metres wide.  About 4 metres southerly of the first platform was what appeared to be the residue of 
a small hay shed, represented by a platform approximately 15 metres long and 5 metres wide and 
particularly notable for young growth that may have been either cereal or lucerne, or both.  Two sheds are 
identified on the 1919 Charting Plan.  Photographs of the standing sheds prior to their demolition are 
shown in a property inspection report’s archived photographs in 2000 (A.G. Pugh 2000) (refer to Appendix 
2 of Umwelt 2009a for photographs).   These sheds may have originally dated to the early twentieth 
century, however as shown in Pugh (2000) they have been substantially modified.  A recent photograph of 
the demolished area is attached.  There are no remains of the sheds apart from some disturbed features 
in the ground surface. 
 
Concrete Slab – Remains of a cattle crush 
 
Approximately 80 metres south of the most southerly peppertree in the homestead precinct was located a 
slab of concrete approximately 4 metres long and 900 mm wide.  The slab was oriented north-south and 



the southern end was flush with ambient ground.  The northern end was not flush and was notable for a 
splayed gradual decline.  Residual bolts in the concrete initially suggested the possibility of a machinery 
bed however the conformation of the northern end of the slab and the position and configuration of the 
slab suggested this may have been a cattle crush, as a component of cattle yards, for which depressions 
could be found that indicated the likelihood of post holes. 
 
The remains of the cattle crush dates to probably not earlier than the 1960s, when cattle crushes began to 
replace the earlier style of race found in cattle yards.   
 
Dairy Slab and associated features 
 
Approximately 35 metres south and 20 metres west of the ‘cattle crush’ a concrete slab was located.  
Another slab of concrete was identified in two components, the northerly of which was approximately 
10 metres long and 4 metres wide oriented north-south while offset from the south-western corner of the 
first, but continuing at the same level and directly connected, was a second slab approximately 5 metres 
long and 3 metres wide.  The full perimeter plinth and concave-floated interface between horizontal and 
vertical elements suggested that this slab may have been the residue of a dairy/bails complex.  It is quite 
possible that the second slab extended the full width of the first but had been covered by vegetation and a 
wash or sediment.  Associated with the dairy floor was a length of residual posts of a post-and-rail fence. 
Approximately 40 metres west of the dairy slab are small brick features, the remains of a concrete wall 
(approximately 10 metres in length), a disturbed rectilinear feature of broken up brick and circular mounds 
of concrete approximately 5 metres in diameter.  The ground surface is very disturbed in these areas.  The 
features associated with the dairy slab are the remains of yards and fencing which are visible on a 
property inspection report’s archived photographs in 2000 (A.G. Pugh 2000).   
 
Remains of Yards or Piggery 
 
South-westerly, perhaps 150 metres from the dairy slab was located a copse of a mixture of what 
appeared to be peppertrees (Schinus molle) and tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima), which suggested the 
possible location of either yards or a piggery.  
 
Avenue of Trees and Associated Features. 
 
The line of the property access road including the original service gate containing a wrought iron property 
name ‘Invertay’ was defined on its western side by a row of white cedar trees which continued virtually 
from the gate to a point easterly of the ‘cattle crush’ slab.  At that point the only other white cedar was 
located approximately 25 metres west of the last in the line.  On the eastern side of the avenue of trees, a 
brick lined circular feature which contained water and plants was identified.  This feature was considered 
to be remains of some form of very small, circular structure (e.g. a water tank or small storage area) or 
circular brick lined garden feature. 
  
Historical Themes 

4. Building settlements, towns and cities 
5. Working 

     5.8 Working on the land; 
Labour 
Land Tenure 
Dairying in the Lower Hunter 

Listings (Statutory and Non Statutory) 
No listing. 
Identified as part of Umwelt assessment (2009a) for the 
Illalong Greta Camp area. 

Statement of Significance 
Assessed as unlikely to have State or local heritage significance and have no research potential. 

Historical Notes 
The dairy slab identified on site does not have any physical evidence which dates to the early 
development of dairying in the Lower Hunter region in the 1890s or the early part of the 20th Century.  The 
dairy slab and associated features indicate that it is associated with the cattle crush (the concrete slab 
described above) that appears to be much later, probably not earlier than the 1960s, when the cattle 
crushes began to replace the earlier style of race found in cattle yards. 
 



Physical Condition and Integrity 
 
Poor condition and integrity.  Ruined site. 
 
 

Notes on Management and other comments 
 
As a result of the low level of significance, these features are not considered to be ‘relics’ as defined by the Heritage 
Act 1977 (NSW) and no further management is required for: 

• the residue of farm out-buildings; 
• concrete slab – remains of a cattle crush; 
• dairy slab and associated features; 
• remains of yards or piggery; and 
• avenue of trees and associated features. 
 
The homestead precinct is outside the Hunter Expressway road corridor and will not be impacted by 
proposed construction works. 
 
Date of Site inspection 
September 2007  

Photograph Notes (Number, Aspect and Description) 
Refer to Attached Plates. 
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Remains of a concrete slab – possibly 
associated with the dairy 

View to North 
MGA 350121 6378439 



 

2437/R01/Appendix 2 

 

 Concrete slab – remains of a cattle crush 
View to South 

 MGA 350083 6378410 
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Garden feature covered in wire mesh.  Filled with 
water and weeds. 

MGA 350175 6378422 
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Line of introduced trees on driveway MGA 
350138 6378425 
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Residue of yards or piggery 
MGA 350123 6378405  




