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Due to local topography, some water quality controls must 
be placed in this type of vegetation. In addition, the 2001 
approval required the RTA to construct fauna crossings if 
they were needed. 

Fauna fences are usually placed on both sides of the roadway 
to direct animals to the safe fauna crossing points. The RTA 
also provides boundary fencing if it is needed for public safety.  
Both boundary and fauna fences would be located in this  
type of vegetation.

About 21 hectares of this type of vegetation would be  
removed to construct water quality controls and fencing. 
However, the water quality controls would protect this 
sensitive vegetation, and the fencing would increase the 
likelihood of animals safely crossing the F3 to Branxton link.

For further information

Allan Bowditch, project manager 
Roads and Traffic Authority 
Locked Bag 30 Newcastle NSW 2300

Allan_Bowditch@rta.nsw.gov.au

131 RTA  (131 782)

www.rta.nsw.gov.au

All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of  
this proposal. The information may be used by the RTA and/or the RTA’s project contractors. All 
information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent 
documents unless clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is 
not to be published.
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Work located in areas with conservation value
Native vegetation of high conservation value is found in many locations along 
the F3 to Branxton corridor. The 2001 Condition of Approval 129 does not permit 
ancillary work, such as water quality controls or fencing, to be located in this type  
of vegetation. 

Diamond Firetail Finch

Limit to clearing of native vegetation
The 2001 Condition of Approval 60 limited the amount of clearing of native vegetation 
to 168 hectares. The new design includes items such as fencing, water quality controls 
and an allowance for construction and maintenance access (not included in the 2001 
documents). This would increase the amount of clearing to 182 hectares.

Invitation to make a submission on the proposed 
modification
The RTA invites you to make a submission on any aspect of 
the proposed modification to the F3 to Branxton link. The 
RTA will present all submissions, and the RTA’s responses to 
those submissions, in a report that it will send to the NSW 
Department of Planning. 

To make a submission on the proposed modification:

Write to the F3 to Branxton project manager,  
Roads and Traffic Authority, Locked Bag 30,  
Newcastle NSW 2300.

Send an email to the F3 to Branxton project manager:  
Allan_Bowditch@rta.nsw.gov.au  

°

°

Some aspects of the project may change following the review 
of comments and suggestions received and/or the results of 
additional engineering and environmental investigations currently 
being undertaken.  The community will be kept informed of any 
additional changes that may be proposed.

The proposed modification to the 2001 approval will be 
displayed from Thursday 15 March to Friday 27 April 2007 
at Shop  16 Kingsway Plaza (near the Post Office), Barton 
Street, Kurri Kurri on Wednesdays and Fridays 10am to 4pm, 
Thursdays 3pm to 7pm and Saturdays 9am to 1pm. 

You should send your submission so that it reaches the RTA no 
later than Friday 27 April 2007.

Eucalyptus parramattensis ssp. decadens



The F3 to Branxton link
The 2007 community update for the F3 to Branxton link describes 15 design changes 
that the RTA proposes to make to the road design that was approved in 2001. This 
fact sheet provides more detail on some of the proposed changes that now require 
approval from the NSW Minister for Planning for the project to proceed.

The RTA received approval for the F3 to Branxton link in 
2001 from the NSW Minister for Planning subject to several 
conditions. The RTA proposes to make changes to the approved 
project that would not be consistent with the Minister’s 2001 
approval:

The fauna overpass near Stockrington Road, required by the 
2001 Condition of Approval 54, would not be provided. 

The layout of the Kurri Kurri interchange would close 
Stanford Road. 

The Branxton interchange was not a part of the road design 
in the 2001 proposal.

Due to local topography, some water quality controls must 
be placed in areas containing threatened species habitat 
or endangered ecological communities. Fencing would also 

°

°

°

°

be placed in these areas. The 2001 Condition of Approval 
129 does not permit water quality controls or fences to be 
located in these areas.

The total area of native vegetation that would be cleared 
for the F3 to Branxton link, including additional work 
for fences, water quality controls and construction and 
maintenance access would exceed the 168 hectare limit in 
the 2001 Condition of Approval 60.

These changes are called the proposed modification. The RTA 
has prepared reports that describe and assess the likely impact 
of the proposed modification. The RTA intends to request the 
NSW Minister for Planning to modify the 2001 approval to 
permit the project. The Minister decides whether to approve 
(with or without any conditions) or to refuse the request.

°

Proposed modif ication to the 2001 project approval



The 2001 Condition of Approval 54 requires the RTA either to 
provide a fauna overpass at Stockrington Road, near Seahampton, 
that is not shared with vehicles and utility services, or to show 
why an overpass is not needed. 

The purpose of an overpass would be to allow animals to move 
safely across the F3 to Branxton link. The Sugarloaf Range is part 
of a north/south corridor that is used by many animal species. 
Without a safe way to cross the F3 to Branxton link, the animal 
species may become isolated and genetic diversity may decline. 

The RTA investigated options for safe animal passage. As a result 
the RTA does not propose to provide a fauna overpass near 
Stockrington Road, but to provide three major bridges that 
would cross deep valleys in the Sugarloaf Range. These bridges 
would allow the animals to continue to move over the natural 
terrain in the north/south corridor. The bridges would also 
provide a more effective way for animals to cross the F3 to 
Branxton link than by providing an overpass.
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The Kurri Sand Swamp Woodland is an endangered ecological 
community. It occurs on both sides of Stanford Road and next 
to the Kurri Kurri interchange. It is easily accessible from Stanford 
Road and the area has been used for dumping of rubbish. The 
2001 approval required the RTA to reduce the impact on this 
ecological community, however the diversion of Stanford Road 
to the Kurri Kurri interchange would require the clearing of the 
ecological community.

The RTA proposes instead to close Stanford Road by constructing 
two cul-de-sacs. One would be located at the northern end of 
Stanford Merthyr and the other south of the Kurri Kurri Golf 

Course. The existing road between the cul-de-sacs would be 
removed and planted with the types of native vegetation that 
occur in Kurri Sand Swamp Woodland. 

The closure of Stanford Road would require travellers between 
Stanford Merthyr and Heddon Greta to use Victoria and Lang 
streets in Kurri Kurri. The maximum increase in travel distance 
for a one-way journey would be about 2.5 km and the average 
trip would increase by about three minutes. While these 
journeys would be longer, the closure of Stanford Road would  
reduce clearing of Kurri Sand Swamp Woodland.

Kurri Kurri interchange
The 2001 approval was for Stanford Road, on the south west side of the link, to be 
diverted to the Kurri Kurri interchange, from where travellers would use Main Road.
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Greta interchange

To improve safety and reduce traffic delays, the RTA proposes 
to construct the Branxton interchange south east of Branxton. 
It would connect to the New England Highway west of 
Greta and Wine Country Drive south of Branxton. The new 
Branxton interchange would divert traffic that would have 
travelled through Branxton on the New England Highway, or 
connected to Wine Country Drive. 

While some businesses in Branxton that rely on passing highway 
trade may experience a downturn, the amenity of Branxton 
would improve from the elimination of regional traffic that 
now drives through the centre of town. The proposed Branxton 
interchange would reduce road traffic noise in Branxton 
considerably – particularly night-time truck noise – and make 
Branxton a safer and quieter community.

Branxton interchange
The 2001 approval showed a connection between the F3 to Branxton link and
the New England Highway near Greta. The F3 to Branxton link then crossed under 
Wine Country Drive and over the Main Northern Railway to join the New England 
Highway near Standen Drive. The section of the New England Highway west of 
Branxton joined the new road at an ‘at-grade’ T-intersection.
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Due to local topography, some water quality controls must 
be placed in this type of vegetation. In addition, the 2001 
approval required the RTA to construct fauna crossings if 
they were needed. 

Fauna fences are usually placed on both sides of the roadway 
to direct animals to the safe fauna crossing points. The RTA 
also provides boundary fencing if it is needed for public safety.  
Both boundary and fauna fences would be located in this  
type of vegetation.

About 21 hectares of this type of vegetation would be  
removed to construct water quality controls and fencing. 
However, the water quality controls would protect this 
sensitive vegetation, and the fencing would increase the 
likelihood of animals safely crossing the F3 to Branxton link.

For further information

Allan Bowditch, project manager 
Roads and Traffic Authority 
Locked Bag 30 Newcastle NSW 2300

Allan_Bowditch@rta.nsw.gov.au

131 RTA  (131 782)

www.rta.nsw.gov.au

All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of  
this proposal. The information may be used by the RTA and/or the RTA’s project contractors. All 
information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent 
documents unless clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is 
not to be published.
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Work located in areas with conservation value
Native vegetation of high conservation value is found in many locations along 
the F3 to Branxton corridor. The 2001 Condition of Approval 129 does not permit 
ancillary work, such as water quality controls or fencing, to be located in this type  
of vegetation. 

Diamond Firetail Finch

Limit to clearing of native vegetation
The 2001 Condition of Approval 60 limited the amount of clearing of native vegetation 
to 168 hectares. The new design includes items such as fencing, water quality controls 
and an allowance for construction and maintenance access (not included in the 2001 
documents). This would increase the amount of clearing to 182 hectares.

Invitation to make a submission on the proposed 
modification
The RTA invites you to make a submission on any aspect of 
the proposed modification to the F3 to Branxton link. The 
RTA will present all submissions, and the RTA’s responses to 
those submissions, in a report that it will send to the NSW 
Department of Planning. 

To make a submission on the proposed modification:

Write to the F3 to Branxton project manager,  
Roads and Traffic Authority, Locked Bag 30,  
Newcastle NSW 2300.

Send an email to the F3 to Branxton project manager:  
Allan_Bowditch@rta.nsw.gov.au  

°

°

Some aspects of the project may change following the review 
of comments and suggestions received and/or the results of 
additional engineering and environmental investigations currently 
being undertaken.  The community will be kept informed of any 
additional changes that may be proposed.

The proposed modification to the 2001 approval will be 
displayed from Thursday 15 March to Friday 27 April 2007 
at Shop  16 Kingsway Plaza (near the Post Office), Barton 
Street, Kurri Kurri on Wednesdays and Fridays 10am to 4pm, 
Thursdays 3pm to 7pm and Saturdays 9am to 1pm. 

You should send your submission so that it reaches the RTA no 
later than Friday 27 April 2007.

Eucalyptus parramattensis ssp. decadens
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Due to local topography, some water quality controls must 
be placed in this type of vegetation. In addition, the 2001 
approval required the RTA to construct fauna crossings if 
they were needed. 

Fauna fences are usually placed on both sides of the roadway 
to direct animals to the safe fauna crossing points. The RTA 
also provides boundary fencing if it is needed for public safety.  
Both boundary and fauna fences would be located in this  
type of vegetation.

About 21 hectares of this type of vegetation would be  
removed to construct water quality controls and fencing. 
However, the water quality controls would protect this 
sensitive vegetation, and the fencing would increase the 
likelihood of animals safely crossing the F3 to Branxton link.

For further information

Allan Bowditch, project manager 
Roads and Traffic Authority 
Locked Bag 30 Newcastle NSW 2300

Allan_Bowditch@rta.nsw.gov.au

131 RTA  (131 782)

www.rta.nsw.gov.au

All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of  
this proposal. The information may be used by the RTA and/or the RTA’s project contractors. All 
information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent 
documents unless clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is 
not to be published.
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Work located in areas with conservation value
Native vegetation of high conservation value is found in many locations along 
the F3 to Branxton corridor. The 2001 Condition of Approval 129 does not permit 
ancillary work, such as water quality controls or fencing, to be located in this type  
of vegetation. 

Diamond Firetail Finch

Limit to clearing of native vegetation
The 2001 Condition of Approval 60 limited the amount of clearing of native vegetation 
to 168 hectares. The new design includes items such as fencing, water quality controls 
and an allowance for construction and maintenance access (not included in the 2001 
documents). This would increase the amount of clearing to 182 hectares.

Invitation to make a submission on the proposed 
modification
The RTA invites you to make a submission on any aspect of 
the proposed modification to the F3 to Branxton link. The 
RTA will present all submissions, and the RTA’s responses to 
those submissions, in a report that it will send to the NSW 
Department of Planning. 

To make a submission on the proposed modification:

Write to the F3 to Branxton project manager,  
Roads and Traffic Authority, Locked Bag 30,  
Newcastle NSW 2300.

Send an email to the F3 to Branxton project manager:  
Allan_Bowditch@rta.nsw.gov.au  

°

°

Some aspects of the project may change following the review 
of comments and suggestions received and/or the results of 
additional engineering and environmental investigations currently 
being undertaken.  The community will be kept informed of any 
additional changes that may be proposed.

The proposed modification to the 2001 approval will be 
displayed from Thursday 15 March to Friday 27 April 2007 
at Shop  16 Kingsway Plaza (near the Post Office), Barton 
Street, Kurri Kurri on Wednesdays and Fridays 10am to 4pm, 
Thursdays 3pm to 7pm and Saturdays 9am to 1pm. 

You should send your submission so that it reaches the RTA no 
later than Friday 27 April 2007.

Eucalyptus parramattensis ssp. decadens
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Due to local topography, some water quality controls must 
be placed in this type of vegetation. In addition, the 2001 
approval required the RTA to construct fauna crossings if 
they were needed. 

Fauna fences are usually placed on both sides of the roadway 
to direct animals to the safe fauna crossing points. The RTA 
also provides boundary fencing if it is needed for public safety.  
Both boundary and fauna fences would be located in this  
type of vegetation.

About 21 hectares of this type of vegetation would be  
removed to construct water quality controls and fencing. 
However, the water quality controls would protect this 
sensitive vegetation, and the fencing would increase the 
likelihood of animals safely crossing the F3 to Branxton link.

For further information

Allan Bowditch, project manager 
Roads and Traffic Authority 
Locked Bag 30 Newcastle NSW 2300

Allan_Bowditch@rta.nsw.gov.au

131 RTA  (131 782)

www.rta.nsw.gov.au

All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of  
this proposal. The information may be used by the RTA and/or the RTA’s project contractors. All 
information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent 
documents unless clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is 
not to be published.
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Work located in areas with conservation value
Native vegetation of high conservation value is found in many locations along 
the F3 to Branxton corridor. The 2001 Condition of Approval 129 does not permit 
ancillary work, such as water quality controls or fencing, to be located in this type  
of vegetation. 

Diamond Firetail Finch

Limit to clearing of native vegetation
The 2001 Condition of Approval 60 limited the amount of clearing of native vegetation 
to 168 hectares. The new design includes items such as fencing, water quality controls 
and an allowance for construction and maintenance access (not included in the 2001 
documents). This would increase the amount of clearing to 182 hectares.

Invitation to make a submission on the proposed 
modification
The RTA invites you to make a submission on any aspect of 
the proposed modification to the F3 to Branxton link. The 
RTA will present all submissions, and the RTA’s responses to 
those submissions, in a report that it will send to the NSW 
Department of Planning. 

To make a submission on the proposed modification:

Write to the F3 to Branxton project manager,  
Roads and Traffic Authority, Locked Bag 30,  
Newcastle NSW 2300.

Send an email to the F3 to Branxton project manager:  
Allan_Bowditch@rta.nsw.gov.au  
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°

Some aspects of the project may change following the review 
of comments and suggestions received and/or the results of 
additional engineering and environmental investigations currently 
being undertaken.  The community will be kept informed of any 
additional changes that may be proposed.

The proposed modification to the 2001 approval will be 
displayed from Thursday 15 March to Friday 27 April 2007 
at Shop  16 Kingsway Plaza (near the Post Office), Barton 
Street, Kurri Kurri on Wednesdays and Fridays 10am to 4pm, 
Thursdays 3pm to 7pm and Saturdays 9am to 1pm. 

You should send your submission so that it reaches the RTA no 
later than Friday 27 April 2007.

Eucalyptus parramattensis ssp. decadens




