
To the 
householder

Hunter Expressway
The $1.7 billion Hunter Expressway project is jointly funded, with the Australian Government 
providing $1.5 billion and the NSW Government contributing up to $200 million.
This letter provides an update on the construction and the upcoming work for the next three 
months along the 40 kilometre project.

AUGUST 2012

Eastern section – 
F3 Freeway to Kurri Kurri
Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) formed an alliance 
with Thiess, Parsons Brinckerhoff and Hyder Consulting 
to construct the 13 kilometre section of the project from 
the F3 Freeway to Kurri Kurri. Construction is continuing to 
progress across the eastern section of the project.

The Alliance has moved more than 1.8 million cubic metres 
of material since construction started in August 2010.  This 
is about 85 per cent of the total volume of material to be 
moved in the eastern section. Bulk earthworks are now 
focussed in the areas of Minmi Creek, Sugarloaf Range 
and between Buchanan and Kurri Kurri. 

Construction at the Newcastle interchange includes work 
on the eight interchange bridges, including three that span 
the F3 Freeway. Work on the bridges is progressing well 
and two of the eight bridges are complete.

In late August the F3 Freeway northbound exit ramp to 
the Newcastle Link Road will reopen to traffic. At the same 
time the F3 Freeway southbound entry ramp from the 
Newcastle Link Road will be closed. There is information 
about these changes on the project website. 

Launching the deck of the new Hunter Expressway to 
Sydney ramp over the F3 Freeway is expected to be 
completed in August. Work is also underway on both sides 
of Minmi Creek in preparation for installation of the girders 
for these bridges.

Work on the construction of the high bridges, known as 
viaducts, through Sugarloaf Range is progressing well. 
Deck erection for viaduct three, over Blue Gum Creek, is 
complete and parapet construction will now proceed.

Erection of the columns for viaduct two has recently been 
completed. The large launching truss is currently erecting 
deck segments at viaduct two. Erection of the column 
segments for viaduct one is now underway.  

The deepest cut on the eastern section is the 35 metre 
deep “Skyline Cut” in the Sugarloaf Range. The Alliance 
has excavated more than 560,000 cubic metres of the 
655,000 cubic metres of material in this cut and there will 
be ongoing drilling and controlled blasting at this location 
until mid-September.

Work is progressing well in the Buchanan area and 
the Alliance recently completed the first two bridges in 
the eastern section of the project. One bridge is over 
Surveyors Creek at Buchanan, adjacent to the George 
Booth Drive roundabout. The 25 metre bridge is part of the 
new John Renshaw Drive alignment.

This bridge, together with the adjacent bridge over Wallis 
Creek, will replace the two existing 50-year old bridges 
that run parallel to it, as part of the new John Renshaw 
Drive alignment. 

Traffic will drive on the new bridges in August as part of 
a traffic switch at Buchanan interchange. There will be a 
weekend closure of a small section of George Booth Drive 
in August to allow the traffic switch to proceed. The launching gantry in Sugarloaf Range is used to place deck 

segments for the high bridges.
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Construction at Newcastle interchange. The Hunter Expressway to 
Sydney bridge is being launched over the F3 Freeway and over the 
bridges connecting the Newcastle Link Road to the expressway.
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The closure is required to allow construction of a temporary 
connection between George Booth Drive and the new 
alignment of John Renshaw Drive. The new temporary 
alignment of George Booth Drive will be connected to a 
temporary roundabout at John Renshaw Drive, which will 
also connect the new Buchanan Road underpass. The work 
is being carried out during a weekend closure so it does not 
impact on high traffic volumes on weekdays. Information 
about the closure is on the project website. 

Upcoming work – August to October 2012
The following work is scheduled for the coming months:
• Earthworks and bridgework for the Newcastle 

interchange, including incrementally launching the Hunter 
Expressway to Sydney bridge over the F3 Freeway.

• Changes to traffic arrangements at the F3 Freeway at 
the end of August. Changes will affect northbound traffic 
exiting the F3 Freeway and southbound traffic entering 
the F3 Freeway from Newcastle Link Road. 

• Work on viaduct bridges in the Sugarloaf Range including 
oversized vehicles carrying bridge segments along 
George Booth Drive.

• Controlled blasting at Skyline Cut in the Sugarloaf Range.
• Changes to traffic arrangements at Buchanan as part 

of construction of Buchanan interchange. This will 
include closure of a short section of George Booth 
Drive for a weekend.

• Start concrete and asphalt pavements for the main 
alignment of the expressway in the eastern section.

Western section – Kurri Kurri to Branxton
Abigroup is constructing the 27 kilometre western section 
of the project from Kurri Kurri to Branxton. In the western 
section, major earthworks are progressing well with 
approximately 2.6 million cubic metres of bulk earthworks 
now complete. 

Construction is underway on all of the 22 bridges in the 
western section of the project. Bridge decks have been 
poured at a number of bridges including Anvil Creek, 
Branxton, Camp Road and Tuckers Lane, Greta and the 
Old Maitland Road bridge in Sawyers Gully. 

Girders have been installed at the bridges over the 
Main Northern Railway at the Branxton interchange and 
at the bridge over the expressway alignment at Wine 
Country Drive. 

Upcoming bridge work includes the installation of girders 
at Allandale interchange and Swamp Creek, Loxford. 
Other upcoming milestones in the western section include 
opening the Camp Road underpass to traffic and opening 
the overbridges at Old Maitland Road and Tuckers Lane. 

Paving of the main alignment of the expressway in the 
western section has started. Paving work is done in 
stages, known as “runs”, which are typically undertaken 
in a progressive, linear fashion. Abigroup started its first 
paving runs in early August, using concrete made at the 
batching facility in Allandale. The peak production period 
for the batching facility is expected to be from late 2012 
to mid-2013.

Paving is completed for the first stage of the new 
roundabout at Wine Country Drive, Branxton. Paving of 
the western roundabout at the Allandale interchange is 
also complete.

Work has been progressing well on the Kurri Kurri 
interchange with completion of piling, columns and 
abutments while work continues on the reinforced earth 
walls. The bridges for the interchange will be cast-in-situ 
due to the curved nature of the design. The falsework 
will start on the northern side of the Kurri Kurri interchange 
in mid-September, with deck work scheduled for the end 
of October. 

Mine fill work at Kurri Kurri has started and is ongoing. 
Drilling has started at the location of the Stanford 
Merthyr permanent roundabout. 

Work from Black Creek to Standen Drive, Lower Belford 
is progressing well and archaeological excavations are 
continuing, in consultation with a range of Aboriginal 
stakeholders. Work on the bridges over Black Creek, as 
part of the Hunter Expressway’s main carriageway, is 
progressing. All the foundation preparation is complete 
and piling work will continue along with preparation work 
for the culverts.

Upcoming work – August to October 2012
The following work is scheduled for the coming months:

• Major earthworks will continue along the length of the 
project between Kurri Kurri and Branxton.

• Mine void treatment at Kurri Kurri will continue and will start 
at Stanford Merthyr.

• Local traffic will be switched onto a temporary side track at 
Main Road for the Kurri Kurri interchange.

• Traffic will be switched onto the permanent alignment of 
Camp Road, Greta.

The completed bridges over Wallis Creek and Surveyors Creek 
at Buchanan. These form part of the new alignment of John 
Renshaw Drive.



Work continues in the western section of the project to fill the 
voids left by past mining.

The Camp Road underpass is scheduled to open to traffic in the coming month.

These large, steel trough girders are part of the bridges at Minmi Creek.

Piling work for the bridges at Minmi Creek.

Work continues at the site of the Kurri Kurri interchange.
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• Mainline paving will continue, between the Allandale 
interchange and Camp Road, Greta.

• Concrete base pavement is scheduled to start north of 
Allandale in August.

• Batching of concrete at the temporary facility in Allandale 
will continue. The second, single-drum batch plant will 
become operational at the Allandale batching facility. 

• Earthworks and bridgework for the Kurri Kurri and 
Branxton interchanges will be ongoing, including 
formwork for cast-in-situ bridges.

• Work continues on the 22 bridges, including the pouring 
of bridge decks at the Allandale interchange and Wine 
Country Drive, Branxton.

Community
The Hunter Expressway team holds at least one 
community information session each month. Visit the 
project website at www.rms.nsw.gov.au for the location of 
the next community information session.

Project information, including maps, artist impressions and 
a 3D computer model are displayed and representatives 
from the project team are available to answer questions.

The next community information session will be held in 
Wallsend in August:

Wallsend:
Date:  Tuesday 14 August 2012
Time: 3.30pm to 6.30pm
Location:   Wallsend District Library 

Bunn Street, Wallsend 

Traffic control
Motorists will notice changes to traffic conditions for 
the construction of the Hunter Expressway project. The 
changes are being implemented for the safety of residents, 
workers and road users. Roads and Maritime Services 
(RMS) and its construction partners thank motorists for 
their patience during construction. Motorists should obey 
all signs at work sites, including reduced speed limit signs.

At various times during the construction of the project, 
some intermittent stoppages may be required on local 
roads to allow plant material to move from one side of the 
alignment to the other while new roads are being built. 
This will be done under traffic control.

Construction hours
Construction hours for the project are Monday to Friday 
from 7am to 6pm and Saturday from 8am to 1pm. Nearby 
residents will be notified before any construction activities 
outside these hours.

Project funding
The Hunter Expressway is a $1.7 billion project which is 
being built on behalf of the Australian and NSW governments. 
The Australian Government is providing $1.5 billion funding 
and the NSW Government is providing $200 million.

Contact us
You can phone the toll-free information line 24 hours a 
day on 1800 001 267. Follow the voice prompts to be 
connected to a representative from the project.

Information about the project is also available on 
the RMS website at www.rms.nsw.gov.au.

Enquiries can also be sent via email to: 
hunter.expressway@rms.nsw.gov.au

Work continues at the site of the new bridges at Black Creek.
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