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The NSW Government is continuing to fund the delivery of vital 
services and infrastructure to communities along the Oxley Highway. This 
community update provides information on current and upcoming activities 
on the Oxley Highway. 

Road safety review update 
The NSW Centre for Road Safety (CfRS) and 
Roads and Maritime carried out a route safety 
review on a 506km section of the Oxley Highway 
from the Pacific Highway west of Port Macquarie 
to the Mitchell Highway at Nevertire. 

The Oxley Highway Route Safety Review report 
has been published and is available online at the 
CfRS website: 
roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/downloads/oxley-
hwy-review.pdf. 

The review’s recommendations involve 
implementing an enhanced road safety program, 
which includes:  

• Providing greater protection from roadside 
hazards through the installation of appropriate 
safety barrier systems  

• Adjusting existing barrier systems to improve 
safety for motorcyclists  

• Relocating or removing some roadside hazards 

• Improving linemarking practices  

• Providing upgraded and consistent warning, 
advisory and directional highway signposting  

• Improving and widening road shoulders 

• Improving road alignment  

• Reviewing speed zones and their lengths  

• Reviewing school bus operations and 
upgrading facilities where appropriate 

• Improving road user behavioural campaigns, 
especially those targeting motorcyclists, 
speeding and fatigue 

Roads and Maritime has already started work to 
implement some of the recommendations, with an 
initial focus on two keys areas – improvements to 
intersections and bridge approach barriers. 

Improvements to intersections 
The intersection improvements aim to provide 
suitable and safe access in and out of side roads. 

The work includes: 
• Improving protection for vehicles turning right 

across opposing traffic 

• Increased warning of an upcoming intersection 

• Improving sight distances at intersections. 

Roads and Maritime is developing options for a 
package to deliver this work, which is due to start 
early in 2016. 
  

 

 
 



 

TOP: part of the road shoulder at Narrow 
Cutting. BELOW: the road shoulder widening in 
progress 

 

Improvements to bridge approach barriers 
Safety barriers come in various forms and aim to 
provide protection for road users from hazards 
next to the road. The barriers provide protection 
for vehicles that run off road and crash into 
objects. 

Bridge structures can cause significant damage to 
vehicles on impact. This is due to the rigid nature 
of bridge barriers. To reduce this hazard Roads 
and Maritime is developing a package of work to 
strengthen bridge approach barrier systems. 

Completed projects  
While the safety review was being finalised Roads 
and Maritime started carrying out an advanced 
safety work program along the Oxley Highway. 
Some of the work completed in the past year 
includes: 

• A review of existing linemarking and 
improvements made where required 

• A review of existing speed zones, with the 
recommended changes now being discussed 
with stakeholders 

• Asphalt paving work near Rawdon Island Road, 
near Wauchope, and on the mountainous 
section near Mt Seaview 

• Installing vehicle activated signs near 
Rosewood Road, west of Wauchope, and near 
Walcha Rail. These signs respond to 
approaching vehicle and alert them to hazards 
ahead 

• Safety barrier work, including placing rub rails 
under existing steel guardrails. This reduces 
safety hazards for motorcyclists. 

Current and upcoming projects 
Brackendale Road  
The intersection of Brackendale Road and Oxley 
Highway, just east of Walcha, is due to be 
upgraded late in 2015. 

The work will provide a wider sealed area opposite 
the intersection to improve safety for turning 

vehicles. This widening will extend further east to 
make it safer for vehicles entering the rest area. 

Narrow Cutting 
Work has started on the section of the Oxley 
Highway commonly known as Narrow Cutting,  
about 8km east of Bendemeer. This work was 
originally focused on improving the road pavement 
strength, but additional funds were provided from 
the Safety Review to improve road shoulder width 
and remove hazards at drainage structures. The 
work is due for completion early in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

For more information 
For more information about the Oxley Highway 
please contact the project team by: 

Email: grafton.regional.office@rms.nsw.gov.au 

Phone: 02 6640 1300  

 

 



 
More information is also available at 
rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects (Oxley Highway) 
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