
 

 

AUGUST 2010 

Oxley Highway upgrade 
The Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) has commenced construction of a six kilometre, 
$158 million upgrade of the Oxley Highway between Wrights Road and the Pacific 
Highway at Port Macquarie.  The project is due to be completed by the end of 2011, 
weather permitting. This project is fully funded by the NSW Government.  

Background 
The NSW Government has committed $158 million 
to construct the Oxley Highway upgrade. 

The upgrade will provide a divided road with two 
lanes in each direction between Wrights Road and 
the Pacific Highway, west of Port Macquarie. 

The upgraded highway is expected to open at the 
end of 2011, weather permitting. 

The construction contract for the Oxley Highway 
upgrade was awarded to BMD Constructions in 
November 2009.  Construction work began in early 
2010, starting with vegetation clearing, installing 
sedimentation and environmental controls, salvaging 
aboriginal artefacts and removing soil from the 
western section to use at the eastern section. 
 

 
Installing box culvert in western section between Phillip Charley Drive 
and Pacific Highway (Fill 2). 

 
 
 

Upcoming works? 
Works during the next three months will include: 

• Installing a concrete batch plant adjacent to 
Lindfield Park Road. Operated by Boral, the 
plant will produce concrete required for 
construction. It is expected that the 
concrete batch plant could start operating as 
early as September this year.  

• Continuing earthwork. 
• Continuing with bridge construction at 

crossover bridges near Phillip Charley Drive. 
• Commencing construction on the western 

roundabout near the service centre. 
• Commencing construction of a roundabout 

adjacent to Phillip Charley Drive. 
• Realigning Lindfield Park Road. 
• Importing pavement gravel resulting in a 

number of extra truck movements for 
several months. 

Keeping the community informed 

Regular construction work updates will be letterbox 
dropped and available on the RTA website at 
www.rta.nsw.gov.au. 

For further project information, please call (toll free) 
1800 784 339.   

The project team holds information sessions every 
four to six months. These sessions are advertised in 
the local paper and on the RTA website. 
 
 



 

Oxley Highway upgrade

Protecting the environment 

Translocation of koalas 
The Oxley Highway upgrade passes through an area 
of habitat known to hold a koala population of 
regional and state significance.  In a first for the RTA, 
a population of resident koalas have been 
translocated to a new habitat.   

Translocation is the capture, transport and release 
of an animal into an area that is inside a historic 
range for the species. That is, the koalas had 
colonised in this area previously, but had moved on 
over time to where they were currently located.  

The RTA engaged Dr Stephen Phillips from Biolink 
Engineering Consultants and the NSW Koala 
Preservation Society to carry out the translocation.  

In NSW the koala is listed as ‘vulnerable’ under the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995.  Therefore, 
a great deal of preparation was needed to plan for 
the translocation (including scientific peer reviews) 
and approval by the Department of Environment, 
Climate Change and Water. 

 
One of the captured koalas to be translocated and monitored 

The translocation of koalas was carried out to 
minimise impacts associated with construction of the 
project. The work involved undertaking field surveys 
of the koala habitat. Koalas were then captured of 
their own accord by entering a cage trap which had 
been placed at the base of a tree. The koalas were 
then taken to the Port Macquarie Koala Hospital for 
observation and health assessment. 

Following a period at the Koala Hospital, groups of 
koalas were moved at a time to their new home and 

slowly released.  Each animal was then monitored 
regularly through the use of radio tracking collars. 

 
Simone Garwood, Northern Region Environmental Officer, capturing a 
koala at the base of the tree. 

The radio tracking collars identified how the koalas 
moved about in their new environment, and used 
the habitat.   

Information gathered from the collars has shown 
that each animal has established a home range that 
overlaps with other members of the population, and 
there is repeated usage of favourite feed trees.  All 
koalas have put on weight and the two koala joeys 
have left the pouch and are now on their mum’s 
back. 
This information gathered during the translocation 
project will be valuable for future research and 
translocation projects. While the radio tracking 
collars were removed from the koalas in July 2010, 
the translocation project will continue to be 
monitored. 

Contact details for any construction 
matters 
Please contact the project team if you have any 
enquiries or complaints by: 
 

Phone (toll free) on 1800 784 339 
 

Post to PO Box 189, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
 

Email: grafton_regional_office@rta.nsw.gov.au 
RTA/Pub.10.257 

For further enquiries: Oxley Highway upgrade, Project Manager, Lindsay Nash 

31 Victoria Street, Grafton NSW 2460, 
PO Box 576 Grafton NSW 2460  

www.rta.nsw.gov.au I T 02 6640 1300 I F 02 6640 1006 
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