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Current status
Preliminary works on the Oxley Highway upgrade commenced in 
February 2008 with the start of construction of the Wrights Road 
roundabout. Completion of this section will enable safer and more 
efficient access to the future site for construction traffic.

Construction of the bridge crossing over the existing highway 
just west of Phillip Charley Drive commenced in July 2008. The 
‘cross-over’ bridge will provide for safe and efficient movement 
of construction traffic from one side of the existing highway to 
the other, without obstructing existing traffic.

The design has incorporated information from environmental 
studies, discussions with Port Macquarie Hastings Council, 
key stakeholders and directly affected landowners. As a result, 
the design for the full dual carriageway project now includes 
a refined alignment within the corridor and the provision of 
intersections at access points to the new corridor.

Formal consultation with the Aboriginal community has commenced 
to discuss the impact to Aboriginal sites. The RTA expects to apply 
to the Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) 
for a section 90 permit to impact on Aboriginal sites.

Community involvement during 
construction

A display, which shows a larger scale of detail for the project •	
can be found at the following locations:

Hastings Shire Council 
Cnr Burrawan and Lord streets, Port Macquarie

RTA Motor Registry 
Cnr Central Road and Barton Street, Port Macqaurie

RTA Motor Registry 
Cnr Young and Hastings streets, Wauchope

 The RTA will publish regular community updates during •	
construction and issue traffic alerts through the local 
media to notify residents, business and road users of any 
construction impacts.

Protecting the Environment
Following the environmental approval to the project in  
April 2006, the RTA has continued to progress the work 
on the environmental safeguards for construction. These 
safeguards include:

 Obtaining habitat offsets to compensate for the impacts •	
of this project. 

 Providing a landscaping mix to have an appropriate •	
balance of the existing native vegetation types, including 
food trees for Koalas and Glossy Black Cockatoos.

 Providing a series of water containment ponds for •	
containing spill incidents and treating stormwater runoff.

 Inclusion of fauna underpasses and fauna fencing in •	
consultation with koala experts and Department of 
Environment and Climate Change (DECC).

 Planning sites for squirrel glider crossings.•	

 1500 metres of noise walls in the eastern section.•	

 Noise attenuation treatments to individual  •	
homes, with noise impacts, that are not covered  
by noise walls.

 Provision of low noise surfacing in built up areas.•	

What Happens Next?
The RTA will complete the preliminary works at the 
Wrights Road roundabout in mid 2009. Works will also 
continue on the ‘cross-over’ bridge just west of Phillip 
Charley Drive, with an expected completion later in 2009. 

Tenders are now being called for the construction of the 
full 6 kilometre dual carriageway project. The four lane 
divided carriageway road will extend from Wrights Road to 
the Pacific Highway. 

Major construction is expected to commence in late 2009  
with the project scheduled to open at the end of 2011, 
weather permitting.

Oxley Highway upgrade 
The New South Wales Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) is preparing for construction of a  
6 kilometre upgrade of the Oxley Highway between Wrights Road and the Pacific Highway.  
The upgrade will commence at Wrights Road roundabout, Port Macquarie and rejoin the highway 
near the Pacific Highway interchange. The project is fully funded by the NSW Government and  
initial construction activities are underway. Tenders for construction of the remainder of the  
upgrade are now being invited.

Project details and benefits
The six kilometre upgrade will commence east of the  
Wrights Road roundabout and traverses the low-lying  
land to the north of the existing Oxley Highway. It then 
crosses Lindfield Park Road before going over the existing 
Oxley Highway just west of Philip Charley Drive, through 
timbered and cleared pastureland, rejoining the existing 
highway near the Pacific Highway interchange.

Following the selection of a preferred route for the upgrade,  
a review of environmental factors was displayed in October  
2004 and a species impact statement displayed during 
February 2005. Planning approval was provided in April 2006.

The upgrade of this section of the Oxley Highway will have 
the following major benefits:

 Improved road safety and reduced traffic and noise  •	
for nearby residents.

 Reduced travel times for motorists.•	

 Extensive landscaping and urban design initiatives including •	
gateway landscaping at both ends of the project.

Artist’s impression of noise wall and  
landscaping along the eastern section.

Artist’s impression of the ‘cross over’  
bridge just west of Philip Charley Drive.

Artist’s impression of the Wrights Road roundabout. Artist’s impression of the western roundabout. 




