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Oxley Highway Upgrade  
The Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) is constructing a six kilometre, $158 million 
upgrade of the Oxley Highway between Wrights Road and the Pacific Highway at Port 
Macquarie.  The project is due to be completed by the end of 2011, weather permitting. 
This project is fully funded by the NSW Government.  

Background 
The NSW Government has committed $158 million 
to construct the Oxley Highway upgrade. 

The upgrade will provide a divided road with two 
lanes in each direction between Wrights Road and 
the Pacific Highway, west of Port Macquarie. 

The upgraded highway is expected to open at the 
end of 2011, weather permitting. 

The construction contract for the Oxley Highway 
upgrade was awarded to BMD Constructions in 
November 2009.  Construction work began in early 
2010. 

 
Roadworks including installing a culvert in the western section 
between Phillip Charley Drive and Pacific Highway (March 2011). 

Upcoming works 

Works during the next three months will include: 

At the eastern end, from Wrights Road to the cross-
over bridge: 

• Final concrete paving and stormwater drainage 
works. 

• Continuing work on Phillip Charley Drive 
roundabout. 

• Constructing noise walls near Wrights Road 
roundabout will start. 

• Building the Lindfield Park Road intersection 
with the new Oxley Highway upgrade.  

At the western end, from the cross-over bridge to 
the service centre roundabout: 

• Completing a significant amount of earthworks. 
• Installing stormwater drainage. 
• Concrete paving of the roadway.  
• Completing construction of twin bridges near 

Sovereign Hills.  
Keeping the community informed 
Regular construction work updates will be letterbox 
dropped and available on the RTA website at 
www.rta.nsw.gov.au.  For further project 
information, please call (toll free) 1800 784 339.   
 
The project team holds information sessions every 
four to six months. These sessions are advertised in 
the local paper and on the RTA website. You are 
very welcome to these sessions. 



 

 

Fauna underpasses 
The Oxley Highway upgrade has been designed to 
minimise impacts on local fauna. Fauna underpasses 
are being installed with “furniture” to encourage 
animals like koalas to safely cross the corridor and 
provide escape route from predators. The floors of 
the underpasses are lined with mulch and have 
scattered rocks and logs for additional refuges. 

 
Fauna underpass in the western section of the bypass (March 
2011). 

Concrete pavement construction 
The road pavement used on the project is known as 
continuously reinforced concrete pavement. The 
reinforcement is tied by a team on the back of a 
truck. Concrete is then placed ahead of a concrete 
paver that spreads and compacts the concrete. The 
final surface is then covered with a thin layer of 
stone mastic asphalt for a quieter running surface. 

 

Laying reinforced concrete pavement east of Linfield Park Road 
(March 2011). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gateway treatment 
The RTA is working with Port Macquarie Hastings 
Council to provide a distinctive and attractive entry 
statement into Port Macquarie from the Pacific 
Highway. Following a Council selection process, 
local artist Rick Reynold’s design (pictured below) 
has been selected to feature in the western 
roundabout of the project. 

 
Concept model of gateway urban artwork. The final artwork will 
be around 8.5 metres high and located at the western 
roundabout entrance to Port Macquarie. 

 

Contact details for any construction 
matters 
Please contact the project team if you have any 
enquiries or complaints by: 
Phone (toll free) on 1800 784 339 
Post to PO Box 189, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
Email: grafton_regional_office@rta.nsw.gov.au 

RTA.pub11.137 


	Oxley Highway Upgrade  
	 
	Background 
	The NSW Government has committed $158 million to construct the Oxley Highway upgrade. 
	The construction contract for the Oxley Highway upgrade was awarded to BMD Constructions in November 2009.  Construction work began in early 2010. 
	Upcoming works 
	Keeping the community informed 
	Contact details for any construction matters 


