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17 FEBRUARY 2010

OXLEY HIGHWAY UPGRADE 
 

The first meeting of the community since construction has commenced was held on Wednesday 17 February 

2010 at the Port Macquarie Panthers Club, Settlement City Port Macquarie.  Attendance was open to any 

interested resident in the Port Macquarie / Wauchope area.  Around 50 community residents and interested 

community members attended the meeting.  Regional Communications Officer, Jodi Austin, facilitated the 

meeting.  An update was given by the RTA Project Manager, Lindsay Nash and the contractor BMD 

Constructions, Justin Devantier and Karsten Stevenson.  Also in attendance from the project team were: 

Robert Ausling  Ausling Associates, Authorised Delegate 

Kelly Hall  Ausling Associates, Office Manager 

Sonia George  RTA Northern Region, Communications Manager 

These information sessions will be held every 4-6 months during construction.  It may be necessary during 

construction to form special groups to resolve a particular issue.  These groups will only deal with the 

particular issue and once resolve the group will be disbanded. 

Below is a summary of the meeting and comments raised by community members. 

QUESTION TIME: 

Question Response 

No local plant hire used on site to date. Works are not yet in full swing however, some local 
contractors have been engaged, including plant hire. 

Lindfield Park Road 

Right hand turn from Lindfield Park Road onto Oxley 
Highway has been omitted, why and who decides this? 

Can there be a right hand turn at the end of Lindfield 
Park Road for light vehicles (no justification – 
stakeholder not satisfied). 

Residents of Lindfield Park Road will be meeting with 
the Project Manager, Lindsay Nash to discuss this issue. 
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Will the south section of Lindfield Park Road be closed? The section of Lindfield Park road between the existing 
and new highways will be turned into a cul-de-sac to 
service the two privately owned blocks. 

Drainage 

Drainage area is very soft, what happens if the road 
sinks as it is full of peat, moss etc? 

Geotechnical tests were undertaken and design 
specifies rock to be placed where appropriate. 

Where will water runoff discharge east of Lindfield Park 
Road? 

Water will flow along grass swales to the low point 
between Lindfield Park Road and Wrights Road 
roundabout. 

Why wasn’t pre-load put on like at Taree? 

 

Geotechnical advice is that any settlement will be taken 
up during construction. 

When will work commence on the Phillip Charley 
overpass ramp, because we are concerned about the 
drainage in that area? 

Work will commence in the upcoming months. 

 

Cyclists / Pedestrians 

Are there any provisions for pushbikes on the new 
upgrade? 

A 2 metre wide shoulder on both sides will be 
provided. 

The Principal of the local school near the western 
extent of the alignment questioned whether pedestrian 
underpasses or overpasses would be provided in the 
future between the future subdivisions on the other 
side of the new highway and the northern side. 

The design has allowed for pedestrian crossing under 
the new highway at the cross over bridge and at the 
future Carlie Jane Drive overbridges (east of Service 
Centre) 

 

Noise Walls 

Why is the RTA not using transparent noise panels? 

 

The RTA cannot justify the expense of transparent 
panels due to the amount of vandalism being 
experienced where these types of walls are placed and 
construction cost against other types of noise walls. 

Why were the transparent noise walls shown in the 
photo montages in last community update? 

These were used as an example to show where the 
noise walls could go. 

What are the noise wall specifications? 

 

5 metres above the surface of road – approximately a 4 
metre panel on an earth mound. 

Wrights Road roundabout 

Line marking is confusing and dangerous for left turn 
into Hospital. 

 

Will consult with the RTA’s Road Safety section on this 
matter. 

 



Construction 

Will the access to Phillip Charley Drive be blocked 
during construction? 

No. 

 

Tourism signage 

Is there a tourism signage area proposed for future 
traffic, as stakeholders receive significant business via 
position of current sign (owns takeaway shop)? 

Will consult with the RTA’s Road Safety section on this 
matter. 

 

General 

Why is the $58.5 million as advertised value of the 
project less than the $158 million as discussed by 
politicians? 

 

$158M is the total project estimated cost.  The 
difference includes land acquisitions, the cost of works 
already complete (which includes the new roundabout 
at Wrights Road and the cross over bridge near Phillip 
Charley Drive $14M), design costs and contingency for 
variations and unforeseen costs such as variations in the 
BMD contract. 

The 1800 number just rings through or get an engaged 
signal! 

Yes the issue has been resolved, and apologised for the 
error. 

Concerns were raised about Koala relocation  

 

The RTA is endeavouring to minimise the impact and 
trauma of all fauna in the construction footprint. 

Existing pavement, mowing, noise, speed issues on Oxley Highway 

Cross over bridge – hoons are making noise under the 
bridge.  Trucks braking before they reach the bridge are 
also contributing to the noise. 

The RTA will contact the Police in regard to hoons 
under the bridge.   

 

What about noise attenuation, poor road surface 
causing noise and vibration from passing traffic – 
stakeholder wants short term solution. 

The construction contract includes heavy patching and 
resurfacing of some of the existing highway. The RTA 
maintenance crews will consider the short term 
pavement issues. 

Who is looking after the mowing of the grass verges? “I 
almost got lost in the long grass?” 

RTA is responsible for slashing along the highway 1 
metre off the road edge. 

Can the RTA provide concealed driveway ahead 
signage for existing highway?  Grass is too long. 

The RTA maintenance office will review the grass 
slashing needs in urban areas. 

Will the existing Oxley Highway continue to exist after 
the opening of the new Highway? 

Yes, Council have renamed the existing highway to John 
Oxley Drive. 

The project team remained to answer individual questions.   

CONTACT INFORMATION / DETAILS  

Community phone number for the project is 1800 784 339. This 1800 number should be used as the first 
point of contact for issues during construction.  

Information is also available on the RTA website - follow the links to regional projects/northcoast 

http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/constructionmaintenance/majorconstructionprojectsregional/northcoast/oxleyhighwayup
grade.html

http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/constructionmaintenance/majorconstructionprojectsregional/northcoast/oxleyhighwayupgrade.html
http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/constructionmaintenance/majorconstructionprojectsregional/northcoast/oxleyhighwayupgrade.html

