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Frequently Asked Questions – August 2018 
 

About the project 
What is happening?  

John Holland was announced as the preferred tenderer to design and build the new Batemans Bay Bridge 
in May 2018. 

John Holland and their partners are currently working on the detailed design of the bridge. This will be 
released later this year to the public. John Holland will be using the recommendations from the submissions 
report to help shape their detailed design.  

A Foreshore Advisory Committee is being established to provide advice on the design of the foreshore 
including parking, recreational areas, access to the river, landscaping and artwork. We are seeking two 
community representatives to participate in this committee. They will work with a selection of 
representatives from Roads and Maritime, local agencies, community groups and Council on the final 
foreshore design. 
 
John Holland will start the investigations of ground conditions and confirm locations of the utilities from 
Monday 27 August to mid November 2018.  They will also be observing vegetation conditions and local 
wildlife habitats and surveying seagrass in and around the Clyde River.  
 
Why are we building a new bridge?  

Roads and Maritime Services is planning to replace the Batemans Bay Bridge. 

The new bridge will improve access to Batemans Bay and the surrounding areas, allow access for larger 
trucks, reduce traffic delays and improve the Kings and Princes highways intersection. A preferred option 
for the new bridge was selected to the west of the existing bridge. 

What is the submissions report? 

Roads and Maritime developed a concept design and carried out two separate environmental assessments 
on the proposed Batemans Bay Bridge replacement to determine the potential environmental and social 
impacts of the project. A submissions report was prepared to respond to feedback received during the 
display of the environmental assessment and concept design. 

The submissions report for the Batemans Bay Bridge replacement project responds to feedback received 
during the display of the concept design and environmental assessment in November 2017.  The 
comments received during this period are being used to help develop the detailed design of the project.  

The submissions report also provides details of investigations carried out since the completion of the 
environmental assessment. These further investigations were required following feedback from the 
community and the progress of the design. The submissions report describes any potential impacts from 
proposed changes to the design and identifies environmental management measures to help mitigate any 
risks. 
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Have there been design changes since the display of the concept design and environmental 
assessment in November 2017?  

As a result of community feedback, we have made a number of improvements to the bridge design. These 
include: 

• Kings and Princes Highway: The Kings and Princes Highways intersection will be improved to 
include additional slip lanes and traffic signals that will be activated when long queues are detected. 
Access to the service station from the Princes Highway will be closed to accommodate the slip 
lanes with access maintained from Old Punt Road. A detailed design of the intersection will be on 
display later this year. 

• Foreshore area: We will continue to consult with Council and the community on the foreshore area 
and parking design, including improved facilities for river users. This will be via a Foreshore 
Advisory Committee that is being established. A floating pontoon on the southern foreshore will 
provide better access for boat users into Batemans Bay.  

• Pedestrian access onto the bridge: Stairs on either side of the bridge will allow for quicker access 
to the new bridge.  The stairs will be provided in addition to the ramps already proposed. 

• Old Punt Road: Old Punt Road between Wray Street and the northern foreshore will be widened to 
a two lane road, one lane either direction.  

• North Street: The north-east kerb will be modified to allow trucks to turn into North Street without 
crossing onto the other side of the road. Three parking spaces will be removed to accommodate the 
additional lane. For more details please refer to chapter four in the submissions report.  

 

What is an environmental assessment? 

An environmental assessment was carried out to determine the potential environmental and social impacts 
of the Batemans Bay Bridge project.  

Roads and Maritime has carried out two separate environmental assessments: 

• Review of Environmental Factors (REF)  

• Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

The REF assesses the potential environmental impacts of the proposed project and identifies ways to 
manage and mitigate these impacts. These impacts may include traffic, noise, flooding, water quality and 
biodiversity. 

The EIS assesses the potential environmental impacts of the project specifically on the State 
Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) 14 wetlands located within the proposed project site. 

For more information, you can view the environmental assessment summary document or full documents 
by visiting www.rms.nsw.gov.au/batemansbaybridge  

 

What will the new bridge look like?  

We are currently at the detailed design phase for the new Batemans Bay Bridge. An image of the concept 
design can be viewed on the project website. The detailed design will be finalised and released in late 
2018, taking into consideration community feedback.  

Key design elements of the new bridge will include: 

• Preferred route of the new bridge to be located to the west of the existing bridge 

• Height clearance of about 12 metres for marine traffic 

• A concrete box girder  
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• Four lanes of traffic, with two lanes in each direction 

• A three metre wide shared pedestrian and cyclist path. 

 

Why will the existing bridge be removed and when will this happen? 

The existing bridge will be removed once the new bridge is complete and operational. The existing bridge 
will be demolished and removed to enable river traffic up to 12 metres of uninterrupted access to both the 
Clyde River and Batemans Bay. Currently, river traffic between 3.6 and 22 metres have access under the 
bridge twice daily, in line with lift span opening times. 

Leaving the bridge in place as a pedestrian bridge or other tourist feature would require the bridge to 
remain closed and require maintenance of up to $1 million per year. This would also prevent higher water 
vessels from gaining access under the bridge which is a key benefit of the proposed new bridge. 

Removal of the existing bridge will offer improved continuity of the foreshore and greater public access on 
the north and south riverbanks providing opportunities for new community spaces.  

 

How will the existing bridge be removed?  

The existing bridge will be removed in large sections and transported to site compounds for further 
demolition. This is a fast and safe method that enables a large proportion of the bridge to be recycled.  

A detailed plan for the demolition will be developed based on further investigations and studies. Appropriate 
measures will be included in the methodology and implementation to minimise impacts to the community 
and local environment. 

 

Why will the new bridge be four lanes? 

The existing bridge does not meet traffic capacity during peak holiday periods as a two lane bridge. A four 
lane bridge will reduce traffic delays that road users currently experience when crossing the bridge.   

A four lane bridge will also improve road transport capacity to cater for future traffic growth and the needs 
of the growing populations of Batemans Bay and the surrounding areas.  

 

Why will the new bridge have a height clearance of around 12 metres for water vessels? 

A 12 metre clearance under the bridge will provide access for the majority of marine traffic traveling up the 
Clyde River.  

A boat study was carried out as part of the environmental assessment to analyse the current marine traffic 
traveling up the Clyde River and assess how the new bridge would affect future marine traffic. Rising sea 
levels were considered in the study.   

The increase in height of the bridge from 3.6 metres to 12 metres will allow for access for vessels up to 11 
metres in height. Over 90 percent of marine traffic, including all current commercial operators, double 
storey houseboats and most yachts will be able to continue travel upstream.  

Vessels above 12 meters in height will not have access west of new bridge.  We are currently exploring 
ways to provide better amenities for impacted vessels on the downstream side, including better access to 
and from the town centre for large vessels.  

 

Why haven’t you included a southbound on ramp from Clyde Street to the Princes Highway and a 
northbound off ramp from the Princes Highway to Clyde Street in the design for the southern 
foreshore? 
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On and off ramps to and from Clyde Street would cause significant impacts to the State Environmental 
Planning Policy (SEPP) 14 wetlands. The ramps would also require the removal of existing parking, create 
safety issues and property impacts and also require additional infrastructure on the southern foreshore. 

Impacts relating to a southbound onramp would include: 

• A southbound merging lane from Clyde Street onto the Princes Highway would be in close proximity to 
the intersection of North Street and the Princes Highway which would result in road safety issues 
caused by motorists having to carry out a “weave” movement. There would also be poor sight distance 
for motorists entering from Clyde Street with motorists travelling southbound on the Princes Highway. 

• The curve of the ramps meeting the Princes Highway make it difficult for a driver on the ramp to see 
approaching vehicles on the Princes Highway and also make it difficult to judge the length of 
approaching vehicles and the distance between them. 

• Impacts to the left turn lane into North Street if an additional lane is provided to give drivers from the 
southbound ramp more time to view vehicles on the highway.  

• Additional property impacts at the intersection of Princes Highway and Clyde Street and additional land 
use of the shopping centre. 

Impacts relating to a northbound exit ramp would include: 

• Additional impact to SEPP 14 Wetlands. 

• An additional retaining wall (about 150 metres long) would be required between the Clyde Street exit 
ramp and Princes Highway which would have a visual impact and be difficult to access for maintenance 
work. 

 

Was a bypass of Batemans Bay considered? 

In August 2016, the NSW Government published the Princes Highway Corridor Strategy, which sets out the 
Government’s 20 year plan to manage and guide the development of the road corridor. The strategy was 
prepared by Transport for NSW and Roads and Maritime Services to improve safety, traffic efficiency and 
sustainability. 

Planning the Batemans Bay Bridge project was identified within the strategy as a short term priority due to 
the condition of the existing bridge and restrictions to heavy vehicles.  

A bypass of Batemans Bay was not identified within the strategy.  

 
You can read the full report on the Roads and Maritime website at www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/south-
coast/corridor-strategies.  

 

Construction  
When will construction start? 

Construction is expected to start in early 2019. Construction and traffic management plans will be 
developed to minimise the impacts on the community, environment and other key stakeholders throughout 
the construction period.  

 

What will the construction working hours be? 

Standard construction working hours are as follows: 

• 7am to 6pm Mondays to Fridays  

• 8am to 1pm Saturdays  
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• No work on Sundays and public holidays 

Out of hours work including night work will be required where work activities will severely impact traffic flow 
or stakeholders. If required, we will consult on a schedule with local residents and stakeholders before 
construction starts.  

Will Roads and Maritime require use of the old bowling club site adjacent to McKay Park during 
construction? 

The project will make use of the former Batemans Bay bowling club as the site for the work compound. 

The site will include site offices, including a public exhibition room, sheds, workshops, staff amenities and 
storage sheds for the bridge structural elements, mulch and spoil. Benefits of this location include reduced 
heavy vehicle movements, reduced noise and vibration impacts to residents and businesses, accessibility 
into the site using a signalised intersection and proximity to the project area. The site at the old bowling 
club, as opposed to an alternate location closer to the foreshore, will reduce property impacts and enable 
the community to maintain ongoing access to public spaces during construction. 

 

How will traffic be impacted during construction? 

The majority of construction work will occur along the existing project area to minimise impacts on the local 
roads in the area. Temporary detours and lane closures may be required around the Wharf Road and 
Clyde Street intersections at times throughout the project.  

Access to the existing bridge and the Princes Highway will continue throughout construction. Construction 
activities and vehicle movements during peak holiday periods will be planned to minimise impacts on the 
local road network. 

Local residents will be notified in advance of any traffic changes. 

Traffic changes will be communicated to motorists through electronic message signs and livetraffic.com. 

Will marine traffic be affected during construction? 

Marine traffic will be maintained where possible during construction. There will be an increase in marine 
traffic with additional marine vessels used to carry out the construction of the new bridge and demolition of 
the existing bridge.  

 

Impact on the local area and environment 
Will there be local road changes? 

There will be road changes at the intersections of the Princes Highway and Wharf Road and Clyde Street. 
Alternative routes have been identified along existing roads with minor delays for motorists expected. 

Access to the Princes Highway from Wharf Road will be from Peninsula Drive or a new connection via Old 
Punt Road. 

The intersection of Clyde Street and the Princes Highway will be removed once the project is completed, 
and Clyde Street will pass under the new bridge. Access to the Princes Highway will be via North Street. 

 

Will pedestrians and cyclists have access to the new bridge? 

A three metre wide shared pedestrian and cycle path will be included on the new bridge. This path will 
connect to existing pedestrian and cyclist pathways along local roads and foreshore areas. 

 

Will there be increased noise while building the new bridge? 
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A detailed noise and vibration assessment was carried out to evaluate and predict the potential impacts 
during both construction and once it is opened to traffic. 

During construction, practical steps will be used to minimise noise on construction sites including switching 
engines off when not in use, keeping machinery well maintained and scheduling noisier work during day 
time hours. 

Once the bridge is open to traffic, ongoing traffic noise reduction measures will be implemented that 
include: 

• Work on properties where appropriate.  

• A noise study will identify properties that are in excess of the specified amount in the Environmental 

Criteria for Road Traffic Noise (ECRTN) and eligible for noise reduction work. All identified 

properties will be contacted. An additional assessment will be done after the project is completed.  

 
Will water quality in the Clyde River be affected? 

An Operational Water Quality Assessment Specialist Study was carried out to determine the impact the 
new bridge construction could have on water quality.  
 
During construction, appropriate measures and safeguards will be implemented to manage risks to water 
quality caused by erosion, sedimentation, spills or leaks.  
 
A Soil and Water Management Plan will be developed to reduce risk to water quality during construction.  
 
 
How will the wetlands be affected? 
 
Around half a hectare of coastal wetlands located to the south of the bridge fall within the project boundary. 
However, the project will only potentially disturb native vegetation on less than 0.10 hectares, as the 
majority of the coastal wetlands do not contain native vegetation.  

Management measures have been identified in the Environmental Impact Statement to minimise and avoid 
impacts to the water quality of the coastal wetlands, Mcleods Creek and oyster farming.  

 
What happens next? 

Roads and Maritime will continue planning for the Batemans Bay Bridge replacement. All feedback that has 
been received so far will be considered during the development of the detailed design.  

 

Is there opportunity to provide more feedback?  

John Holland has commenced work on the detailed design of the new bridge using the recommendations 
from the submissions report.  The detailed design will be available to the community later this year.  

A Foreshore Advisory Committee is being established to provide advice on the design of the foreshore 
including parking, recreational areas, access to the river, landscaping and artwork. We are seeking two 
community representatives to participate in this committee. They will work with a selection of 
representatives from Roads and Maritime, local agencies, community groups and Council on the final 
design.   

The community will be consulted about the foreshore design later in 2018. 
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For more information please contact the project team on: 

Phone: 1800 870 119 

Email: BatemensBayBridge@jhg.com.au or batemansbaybridge@rms.nsw.gov.au 

More information is also available at www.rms.nsw.gov.au/batemansbaybridge 
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