
 

ROADSIDE HAZARDS ON THE 
KINGS HIGHWAY NEAR 
BRAIDWOOD 
Online forum transcript 
19 September – 31 October 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RMS/Pub.11.016



 

Roadside hazards on the Kings Highway near Braidwood   2 
Online forum transcript 
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Ian Almond "Hi Everyone, 

 

We look forward to receiving all your comments and contributions on this forum. 

 

As you may be aware the project team is organising a community workshop on 

Thursday 13 October 2011 from 6.30pm to 8.30pm at Braidwood National Theatre 

Community Centre. 

 

To pre-register for the workshop please contact Candice Camacho on (02) 4221 2417 

or via email braidwood_hazards@rta.nsw.gov.au  

 

Regards 

 

Ian Almond 

RTA Project Manger" 

Gary 

Collard 

I am pleased that the RTA is now looking closely at these sections of the highway. The 

option of removing the obstacles that present the hazard (i.e trees)was addressed to 

some degree in 2005. There appeared to be some polarisation of views within the 

Braidwood community at that time. Now that there has been further fatalities it is vital 

that all appropriate options are revisited and mitigation actions taken. 

Richard 

Campbell 

"That so many accidents should have occurred on these two stretches of road is 

extraordinary.  They are relatively flat and straight.  Perhaps part of the problem is that, 

heading westwards, there are no passing lanes between the top of Clyde Mountain 

and north of the Shoalhaven River. 

 

I hope that the RTA’s attention to this section of the highway will not delay serious 

attention to those sections which are far worse, such as the 70km/h stretch west of 

Dinner Creek!!!" 

Lisa M "These avenues of trees are beautiful and should be preserved on both approaches to 

Braidwood. I imagine speed is a factor in these crashes, why don’t we increase the 

60km zone to the end of the trees on both sides of town, especially the northern side 

as 100km is too fast past the showground.  

 



 

Roadside hazards on the Kings Highway near Braidwood   3 
Online forum transcript 

Name   Comments 

The trees don’t jump into the path of the motorists, the drivers crash off the road into 

the trees.....Thanks." 

Judit 

Kovacs 

"I am one of those who live in Braidwood, travel the Kings Hwy a few times a week and 

is fiercely protective of the poplars leading into town from the North. Accidents do not 

happen because of the trees, they are normally caused by people who do something 

they should not. Removing the trees in case somebody might run off the road makes 

no sense, that person will be stopped by a fence post, turn over in a ditch etc. and is 

NOT a solution for correcting driver errors. There is NOTHING wrong with the trees, 

and they are not even as close as trees planted on the median strip of the Great 

Western Highway (like a 2 meter wide strip with Crepe Myrtles .5 meter to the road at 

Penrith) or the Quakers Hill Parkway at QH. The problems come down two issues that 

can be solved immediately at nearly no cost, the third one must be solved but is a 

longer term project: 

1. SPEED - currently the speed is 100KM/h almost all the way to the Nerriga Road 

intersection; reduce it both ways to 80 at Deloraine Lane and 60 at the Show ground 

gate (2nd gate from the North) 

2. OVERTAKING - prevent overtaking by simply painting up the full length from the 

current 60K town border all the way to the overtaking lane pass Deloraine Lane. 

3. HEAVY TRAFFIC, LACK OF OVERTAKING lanes - One can observe how drivers 

get aggravated by needing to follow a long convoy of cars because there is a truck at 

the head or a driver that feels that going under the speed limit, often substantially, is 

the safe thing to do. Solution: increase the number of overtaking lanes both ways or 

build a toll way and let Canberra Traffic contribute to road maintenance costs AND 

BUILD A BY-PASS for the thousands of trucks and those who are just rushing to the 

Coast and do not want to stop." 

David Eager "Of the five (5) fatals mentioned between 2004/2011 on this section of the highway 

could we have details of the nature of the the crashes. Maybe the trees shouldn’t be 

blamed in all instances. 

As I recall, but stand to be corrected, acts of God plus drag racing and other acts of 

stupidity have been involved in some of these fatalities. Trees or no trees these 

tragedies would possibly still occur. 

 

The RTA tried this tree culling caper before and was rebuffed by the outraged 
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community with one member of the place even paying for an arboreal assessment to 

rebut RTA allegation of rotten trees. 

 

If the RTA is hell bent on assuaging the needs of the through traffic there are many 

options that will still allow Braidwood its unique northern and southern entry roads. 

The trees along with their special story have beauty and are an elegant part of our 

landscape-they shouldn’t be culled to suit the results of an act of God or stupidity 

 

If we have a problem the how about:  

*Guard rails to protect the trees or culverts. 

*Slower speed zoning to protect drivers (and others) from themselves. 

*Making an allocation to finish sealing the Braidwood/Nowra via Nerriga Road which 

would divert much traffic away from Braidwood and the Clyde Mountain Road. 

 

The RTA needs to put its best thinking cap on to solve the problem they perceive and 

not cull the trees which are seen as a very important part of the Braidwood landscape 

 

Let’s hope this consultation process is for real and not ‘going through the motions’ as 

so much government to the people talk these days is and we can solve the RTA’s 

needs but not cull the poplars. 

 

David Eager" 

Paul 

Williams 

"There is a significant lack of overtaking lanes on the entire stretch of the Kings 

Highway (not just close to Braidwood). Consequently, drivers (who are usually keen to 

get to the coast or return home) take unnecessary risks in overtaking - often drivers 

with insufficient skill and experience. Often drivers won’t overtake a slower vehicle 

(due to a lack of ability, confidence, skill, or opportunity). This driver then leaves 

insufficient space for a trailing vehicle to overtake and a convoy of slow and frustrated 

drivers ensues - this is the norm on the Kings Highway and is a recipe for high speed 

accidents.   

  

Bypasses for both Braidwood and Bungendore would greatly assist traffic flow - 

although the economic impact on both towns needs to be assessed. 
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The solution is now as it always has been - duplication of the Kings Highway. The 

problem is the buck passing and lack of acceptance of responsibility of successive 

NSW Governments (who continually cry that the majority of road users are from the 

ACT). The bulk of Queanbeyan drivers use ACT roads daily, Sydney skiers transit 

ACT roads every winter, and Braidwood and Bungendore residents commute to 

Canberra daily - but the ACT Government still maintains their own roads without 

whingeing about the NSW traffic. 

 

Despite this forum and discussion, I doubt anything will change - other than the 

destruction of trees near Braidwood.  

 

Perhaps one day one NSW Government will bite the bullet and accept responsibility 

for the upgrading of the Kings Highway - until then, the deaths (past and future) will be 

in vain." 

Patricia 

Sharpe 

"The Kings Hwy is vital to us. We travel to/from Canberra regularly as do our children. 

Medical and other services that can’t be accessed here, need to be sourced in 

Canberra. The simple fact is the trees either side of Braidwood are far too close to the 

road and should be removed. People’s lives are far more important than these non-

native trees - plant some more well back if you must have them but stop endangering 

the lives of incident people, who for a minor mistake, are very badly hurt or killed. 

That’s just not right and knowing the number hurt or killed already, surely the RTA 

have a duty (legal and moral) to act. Why more were planted so close to the road is 

anybody’s guess but now they’re having to be hacked back to avoid hitting trucks & 

buses. Looks pretty ordinary and detracts from the appearance of a beaut town. Why 

not ask if the local landowners are willing to work with the community and see if they’ll 

agree to some avenue planting (natives preferably though) within their property. Surely 

the RTA could supply a few thousand tube stock trees to help and work in with the 

local community groups to plant them (assuming the landowners agree and if they 

don’t respect it is their land).  

As for reducing the speed zone, forget it - the urban zone on the western side of 

Braidwood is already ridiculously long. People need to be able to get to/from places 

efficiently as do commercial operators who bring food and goods to us - if we keep 

decreasing speed zones in unnecessary locations, then costs just continue to rise. 

This is a key highway, it needs to move traffic and goods in big numbers - build and 
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maintain it accordingly. 

I also agree that much more work is needed on the Kings Hwy. Especially from east of 

Braidwood back to the Bay. Narrow road pavements - how the truckies do it I’m not 

sure - we’re just asking the unreasonable of the people who have to make a living 

driving this highway - widen and realign the road and add more overtaking lanes to 

avoid frustration. There’s been very little done on this section of highway for at least 15 

years yet we see more and more crosses as time goes by - its about time the State 

government funded it properly." 

Fiona 

Nicholson 

"As a person who travels to and from Canberra daily the problem of crashes becomes 

quickly obvious.  Firstly, people become complacent because of the longer stretches 

prior to the tree areas discussed. The consequence is being overly relaxed as they 

head into Braidwood and driver error results.  This is also backed up by some accident 

studies (that drivers relax when they feel they are close to a break or home and 

therefore, are more likely to have accidents).  

Secondly, the amount of speeding and dangerous driving that goes on between 

Canberra and Braidwood is awe inspiring. It is clear that speed cameras are needed.  

However, that still doesn’t address the issue of arrogant drivers in a hurry to get to the 

coast or back to Canberra.  

The trees north and south of Braidwood are not the issue, and the roads are in good 

condition.  We don’t for example, pull down buildings because they are too close to the 

road and poor drivers may hit them, nor should we. As a previous writer argued, it is 

just as easy to go into a ditch and so on.  Also worth noting is the amount of trees 

close to the roads in other sections of road, do we pull these down too? Hence, people 

need to reduce their speed, be less arrogant and over confident, and remember that 

you can have an accident at any point of your journey, so don’t relax until you have 

stopped you car.   Reducing the speed limit on the entrance and exits of Braidwood 

could help alleviate this problem as would education programs and police presence." 

Ian Almond "Hi Everyone,  

 

Thanks for the comments posted so far. We look forward to receiving more. 

 

For those interested in more background information (eg about crashes) The RTA has 

prepared a discussion paper for your consideration and comment.  
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To view or download the discussion paper, follow the RTA website link and then click 

on the image to the right. 

 

Regards 

 

Ian Almond 

RTA Project Manager" 

Alan "The trees are NOT at fault. 

 

North - Between Braidwood and Show Ground, currently 100kph, should be reduced to 

80kph. Locals have been asking this change for years. NOISY asphalt strip be 

installed on edges of road.  

 

East - NOISY asphalt strip be installed on edges of road.  

 

Fast tracking town by-pass would resolve some of the issues drivers have along this 

highway." 

Bob Warn "The problem with this road is that it is narrow and poorly aligned, with insufficient safe 

overtaking lanes.  The road verge is also cluttered in some areas with trees increasing 

the danger of collision.  Fatigued and frustrated drivers make mistakes.  The poor road 

alignment ‘traps’ people behind slower vehicles leading to dangerous overtaking 

attempts.  From a safety perspective an appropriate budget must be allocated to 

attempt to ‘iron out’ as many unnecessary ‘kinks’ in the alignment, and provide more 

safe overtaking lanes - especially in areas where the winding road cannot be 

smoothed out and on the many crests (including where possible, sections of divided 

roads.  The road is subject to severe peaks during which it becomes more dangerous - 

but undoubtedly the overall average daily traffic flows would not justify a divided road 

all the way to the coast.   I do not travel on this road as much as some decades past 

when I had family in the Braidwood region but I retain a high level of familiarity of the 

route." 

peter 

stonebridge 

"Braidwood (and Bungendore) need to be bypassed. Have a look at the map, the drive 

between Canberra and the coast is a scribble, 30kms could be cut off the journey. You 
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spend money on the QBN to Bungendore, but that is just for the nuclear bunker. It’s 

NOT where accidents happened, and in doing so you have dropped our 100km to 

80km for it!! Also Remove the ad for “barbed wire radio” it is on a corner, STUPID. 

Every week the local councils seem to be doing patching of road, in some places they 

do it every year. If the road was straightened then the trip to coast could be cut by 1/2 

hour and thus reduce crashes. It should be a federally funded highway.  

 

Bypasses will improve the quality of life and businesses, just look at Goulburn and 

Yass.  

 

You have a meeting at Braidwood but they make up less than 1% of the traffic. More 

80kms areas will mean more crashes. Also the number of trucks on road is 

dramatically increasing, there are few safe overtaking areas, which leads to driver 

frustration and in turn crashes." 

Patricia 

Sharpe 

"Whilst I respect the views offered on speed zones, I don’t believe changing the speed 

zone will change the actual speed environment. We can’t have a policeman there 24/7.

The roadside environment should be clear of obstacles including trees, pipe ends and 

ditches. A small error and the consequences are too high. Buildings too should be an 

adequate distance back - in Braidwood they are." 

Robin "Any time I drive to or from the coast I am astounded at the risks drivers take, 

especially in overtaking. Getting there fast seems more important than anything else, 

including life and limb, of themselves and other road users. Changing driver attitude is 

a big one, but probably the hardest thing to achieve. But long straight stretches of road 

offer opportunities to overtake, so advantage is taken of that, whereas many other 

stretches of road are winding. Also being a rural area, many trucks use the road, which 

are slow and frustrate drivers. 

My solutions would be more overtaking lanes overall. Speed limits in the black spots, 

and possibly backed up by speed cameras. Double yellow lines where accidents were 

caused by overtaking in a bad spot. More police patrols up and down the highway. 

Traffic calming features - don’t like that term, but it applies here. Removal of signs that 

block the view or become a distraction. Possibly even concrete barriers between 

lanes, with a widening of each lane as well, like on the way into Queanbeyan, to 

actively prevent overtaking on that stretch. More areas for trucks to pull over to let cars 
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by." 

Dom "I travel to Bateman’s bay from Canberra every weekend.  I notice that drivers use the 

long straight stretches of road at either side of Braidwood to overtake slower vehicles.  

It is obvious that there are insufficient overtaking lanes over Kings Highway as a 

whole, this fact, together with the stupidity of Canberra drivers is a recipe for disaster.  

The problem is not with the trees, the problem lies in the fact that these stretches of 

road in question are the used as a good opportunity to get past the slower and 

inconsistent drivers.  I hope RTA considers this as a Kings Highway project and not an 

isolated issue with the two stretches of highway going into, and leaving Braidwood." 

Alan 

Martindale 

"As previous respondents have noted, both stretches of road referred to are straight 

and lined by close growing trees.  In many respects the topography, even to the slight 

undulations in road which just hide oncoming traffic, are very similar to parts of 

northern and central France.   Working on the principal that one doesn’t reinvent the 

wheel it might be appropriate to look at the two methods used in France.   One: a 

central barrier with alert strips built onto the road edge.   Two, a fixed 24 hour speed 

camera on the worst accident areas. 

 

I’m not sure that the first option is appropriate because of the need to widen the road 

sections referred to accommodate extra wide loads.   Given my personal objection to 

inappropriate speed cameras (yes, many are solely revenue raising)I must confess 

that the most appropriate (and possibly the cheapest option because ultimately we all 

pay for any option) may be 80kph permanent speed cameras; situated midway on the 

Canberra side of Braidwood and towards Batemans Bay end of the easterly side of 

Braidwood.   The reason for the easterly sitting is that with a 60/50kph limit coming up 

anxious drivers are less likely to speed up on their return journey from the coast." 

tim "I drive the kings high way from Braidwood to Canberra every day and back again, I’m 

also a truck driver and I have driven all most right around Australia and driven on a 

wide rage of roads, I can tell you that the Kings high way is not that bad. Yes it may 

have some rough patches but what high way hasn’t. 

I believe that the trees coming into town from either end of Braidwood are not to blame 

for the deaths of the motorists  who have come to grief whilst using the road, While this 

is very tragic (last time i look a tree it did not have legs to run on to the road). 

I also believe that people need to slow down, not drive while affected by drugs and or 
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alcohol and adapt to weather conditions. It would seem that some people ie;(blue and 

white ACT plates) think that the BIG BLUE OCEAN down the bottom of the mountain 

is going to dry up, they are in that much of a hurry. So maybe before you leave the 

Nations capital don’t toss your brain in the letter box on the way out the drive, instead 

have some consideration for the other road users who  regularly don’t enjoy the many 

near misses. SLOW DOWN STUPID..." 

Jonathon 

Ross 

"I agree with previous comments that: 

(1) The overall condition of highway in the relevant areas is absolutely fine.  So, that 

implies to me that the (speeding, fatigued, whatever) drivers are generally the “cause” 

of the accident. 

(2) The trees contribute greatly to the aesthetic, and it would be a huge shame to lose 

them if there is any other way of reducing the “consequences” of the accident that the 

drivers caused. 

 

In order for the community to really contribute, I believe that the RTA should provide us 

with information on the following: 

(1) What feasible options are there to mitigate the risk? (Tree removal, Tree relocation 

further back, Armco installation,  

(2) How much does each cost? 

(3) How effective will each be? 

(4) What sources of funding are available? 

 

All of the potential solutions need to be on the table so the community can have an 

informed discussion, rather than polarising along the following lines: 

(1) I like the pretty trees, and it’s the drivers own fault, so leave the trees alone; or 

(2) You’re all heartless, they’re just trees, we can all make driving mistakes, so cut the 

trees down. 

 

I would hate to see this polarisation within the community, because it increases the 

likelihood we will turn on each other rather than push back and saying to governments 

at all level: “we want to reduce the consequences to acceptable levels AND keep the 

trees, the solutions exist and it’s YOUR JOB to find the money.” 

 

I would also be keen to get a picture of the decision making process from this point on.  
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The community is being consulted, which is excellent.   

 

However, it would be great to have a simple explanation of: 

(1) How, when and by whom is the final decision made? 

(2) What type and level of impact does the feedback of the community have into this 

process? 

(3) Will there be further consultation once there are more concrete options available to 

be discussed?" 

Campo "Really, the road does need to be improved.  From the top of the mountain all the way 

to just past the bridge over the Shoalhaven river, there are no overtaking lanes. As a 

regular user of the road, I am often caught behind a long line of traffic being held up by 

someone poking along at well below the speed limit.  These people are generally 

oblivious to the chaos they’re causing behind them.  Sure it would be nice to change 

driver’s attitudes to be more patient and careful but realistically, this just isn’t going to 

happen.  Just as the dottering driver ahead of the chaos isn’t going to pull over and let 

the faster traffic go by. 

 

While there is no doubt that the trees are a hazard and people are somehow going to 

run off the road and hit them, the risk should be reduced by improving the quality of the 

roads. 

 

Could someone also explain to me why it seems to take forever to get any road works 

done?  It appears the general practice is to tear up the bitumen, do nothing except to 

pour water on it for 4 or 5 months before eventually resealing it....A case in point was 

the stretch of road where the overtaking lane is just west of Braidwood." 

Phil 

Shoemark 

"It is blatantly obvious that both these sections of road are straight with good pavement 

width and good vision (especially the east section).The trees which seem to be the 

agenda here are not an issue in comparison to the inconsiderate road use that results 

in so many crashes and near misses that occur right along the King’s Highway. I am 

appalled by the nil consideration of “city drivers” for safe driving on roads with a speed 

limit of over 60 km per hour .They generally have no comprehension of a safe 

overtaking distance on a single lane road without the luxury of their 2 lane suburban 

roads and I constantly shake my head in amazement at the risks that they take on this 
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road. 

 Your own observations that most of the accidents that occur on these 2 stretches of 

road happen in daylight hours and in dry conditions add to my theory that the 

accidents are the result of drivers falling asleep at the wheel on straight stretches of 

road due to them becoming relaxed by the easier driving conditions . Removal of the 

trees may reduce the severity of the impacts but not the possibility of these drivers 

crossing into oncoming traffic. I think the cheapest and most effective solution would 

be those noise strips put on the edges of the main highways for that very reason." 

John "The problem is basic. You have a Town with a population of 350,000 heading for the 

Beach along a narrow stretch of road with limited passing. At every straight section,& 

there are not many of those, the great race is on, often with tragic results. The trees 

are a Furphy. The ACT & NSW Governments need to accept this fact. But it won’t 

happen. Best just continue to do what the department does best...Put some more 

signs on the road, preferably like those monsters on the Clyde Mountain, the one on 

the Top that never works due to the Fog on the Solar panels, & no wind to drive the 

Turbine because there is no wind with fog & the other one on the dangerous left hand 

corner as you are going down, the distracting one..." 

Danny King "Hi everyone 

 

I wish to contribute towards the discussion on this matter thus far. 

 

The road surface on these two sections have undergone significant upgrades over the 

last few years. For some time previous there had been issues with the pavement 

quality and the road width but it did not contribute to the accidents that have occurred 

over the recorded period. 

 

I am not quite sure of the accuracy of the data as I am aware of six fatal accidents 

occurring within the survey area and not five. However, one of those was just inside 

the town limits, but so far as I am concerned it is still on the same stretch of road. I 

might add too that all of the fatal accidents involved only single vehicles. 

 

In relation to additional statistics since 1/1/2011 there have been three accidents that I 

am aware of within these sections. Fortunately only one involved any significant injury. 
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In all cases, bar one, the accidents occurred due to driver error whether it be through 

fatigue, inexperience, inattention or simply not driving to the conditions.  

 

The trees are not the problem. While it has been extremely unfortunate that all the fatal 

accidents involved the trees, in each case the tree did not jump in front of the vehicle. 

In all cases, bar one, it has been driver fatigue that has been the cause. The other was 

a medical event and there is no way you can predict or prevent that situation. There 

have been numerous other fatal accidents along the entire length of the highway that 

have also involved trees. 

 

In many cases, including 4 of the fatalities, the collisions occurred on the incorrect side 

of the roadway, meaning it could have very easily involved other oncoming vehicles. 

 

How do I know? Well, I have attended almost all of them as a member of the 

Emergency Services, so I know what I see. 

 

Solutions: 

 

The simplest solution really is for drivers to take responsibility for their own actions 

when driving. You can probably spend billions of dollars on driver education programs 

but unfortunately you will never educate some.  

 

If drivers stopped to think about what could happen as a result of some of their actions, 

especially regarding performing absolutely brainless overtaking manouvoures when 

there simply isn’t enough room to do so, or to do some other idiotic acts, then that 

would be a good start. 

  

Sorry, but the last I heard the ocean isn’t going to dry up as was mentioned by one 

other previous contributor. In fact, according to the experts it is supposedly going to 

get even larger with global warming, so no need to take some innocent people out 

trying to get there any quicker. 

 

If you feel tired, then take a break. 
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If it is wet, slow down. 

Pay attention to the road conditions and to what you are doing. 

Refrain from consuming too much red cordial and control the frustration, as difficult as 

it may be at times. 

 

It is pretty simply really, however, we are only human so I guess the next solution is to 

try to protect against human failures and no doubt there have been and are going to be 

many suggestions on this one. A few thoughts below. 

 

It would be a shame for the trees to be removed as it is a renowned picturesque 

approach to Braidwood and it also has heritage significance, but there are some that 

want them removed regardless. So if they were removed it would mean that drivers will 

then collide with something else instead. Besides, would this then mean that every 

other tree that is within the same distance of the roadway along the highway, or for 

that matter any other main roadway have to be removed as well?? 

 

Installing ripple line marking on all line markings I believe would certainly help. It would 

at least alert drivers they are wandering out of their lane and would hopefully bring 

their attention back on track. It works very effectively on the roads that already have it 

installed, such as the Hume Hwy. Would also be quite cost effective and non 

obtrusive. This option is worth trailing in my view. 

 

Install Armco railing/cabling along the roadside within the treed avenues. Would be 

effective for preventing vehicles leaving the roadway but may then propel them to the 

incorrect side of the roadway and potentially into oncoming traffic. No doubt also it 

would have issues regarding the heritage impact as it is within the heritage curtiledge. 

Also very expensive to install. 

 

As for lane separation, well that is another issue. Whilst you have two objects travelling 

at speed in opposite directions with only a couple of metres separating them there is 

always going to be a chance for something to go wrong. Any solution there is going to 

be complex and difficult, not to mention expensive. The ripple line marking again is 

worth a shot if nothing else. 
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Speed limits are always contentious. You can have argument for raising or lowering. 

Personally I think lowering the limit to 80km/h between Deloraine Lane and the current 

60km/h signage coming into Braidwood would be beneficial mainly for assisting traffic 

movement when entering or leaving the showground and racecourse. The showground 

in particular is used more often for events than people may think and would make that 

section much safer. I feel though the speed limit east of Braidwood should be left as is. 

 

There is currently no room to construct overtaking lanes on the current alignment and 

would require the removal of trees at least on one side of the roadway. There are 

probably more appropriate locations just outside of these sections where overtaking 

lanes would be more suitable.  

 

A bypass option would mean diverting the highway a long way around Braidwood. It 

cannot simply cut across the immediate outskirts of the town. The heritage listing has 

killed that possibility.  

 

One thing is for certain. No matter what solution is decided upon accidents will still 

happen. We can only hope there will be less of them. 

 

Regards 

 

Danny King 

Deputy Captain 

Braidwood Volunteer Rural Fire Brigade" 

John 

McSmith 

"Good Morning,  

I live in Nelligen. My wife and I travel this road to visit our family living in Queanbeyan 

on a regular basis, staying overnight. So up one day back the next.  I believe a 

Braidwood bypass is necessary as well as more overtaking lanes, Your research 

shows that not many heavy vehicles travel the road, but does not mention cars with 

boats and trailers and cars towing caravans. These travel at a slower speed, and as 

we know, frustrate the impatient driver. 

It is not unusual to have a car “run the risk” and pass several cars at once. 

Unfortunately we have witnessed too many accidents mostly all on long straights 

where a car has been trying to pass a long line of traffic.  
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment , 

John & Jean McSmith" 

Debbie 

McQuirk 

"I drive this highway everyday commuting to Canberra and back for work with my 3 

children that go to school in Canberra. Trees are never the issue, as mentioned 

previously they do not jump out in front of cars. The amount of times I see not only 

Canberra drivers but also the infamous “P” platers becoming impatient and 

dangerously overtaking - where oh where are the police? I always say a wish when 

one of these people dangerously overtake me hoping that the police are just around 

the corner to book them - they are never around when you need them. Everyone 

knows the busy times on the highway yet this is the time the police chose to stay 

away! I agree with Danny install ripple line marking, get more police on the road at 

these busy times and in the high accident area’s, and install speed camera’s how else 

are we going to slow them down if not through their hip pocket! For the safety of all 

please don’t ignore this problem or consult on this for ever and a day - please act on 

this ASAP!" 

Penny 

Gerner 

Not only do both sections need improvements but to echo an earlier comment - what 

about widening/realigning the Highway between Braidwood and the top of the Clyde. It 

is narrow with almost no provisions for overtaking. The Highway is used by many 

heavy transport vehicles who of necessity move slowly. I have written often to the RTA 

seeking an answer as to why this particular heavily-trafficked road is languishing 

behind other major roads. It’s time for a radical push to improve the alignment and 

improve road safety which should be a priority. 

Richard 

Jolley 

"Braidwood is a heritage listed town and part of the visual attraction of the town must 

be the ambience given by the approaches to the town which includes it’s avenues of 

trees. If the avenues of trees were to be removed then this must surely seriously put in 

question the Governments arguments to heritage list the town and then the imposition 

this listing has put on some residents. 

 

I have spoken to a number of people throughout Australia over the last 10 years about 

where I live. There are two features people always remember. The bakery and the 

avenues of trees. To remove the trees would remove a tourist attraction and hence 

affect the economy of the town. 
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The problems are not the roadside hazards (read trees), the problems are poor 

drivers, alcohol (although not pinpointed in the discussion paper), fatigue and speed. 

There is little which can be done about the first three as these are social issues. There 

is a cost effective way of dealing with speed. Reduce the speed limits on both these 

sections of road. 

 

The Kings Highway in Bungendore is tree lined from one end of the town to the other 

and there is a 50 kph limit for the whole of the town. I do not see any statistics of 

people hitting trees in your discussion paper for Bungendore. Perhaps because it is 

not a problem because of the lower speed limit. 

 

Surely a cost effective way of reducing the degree of hazard is to reduce the speed 

limit in the Braidwood town approaches. Particularly north of Braidwood where I have 

been an advocate for reducing the speed limit from Deloraine Road to Nerriga Road to 

60 kph and then from Nerriga Road to Monkittee Street to reduce the speed limit to 50 

kph. The speed from Monkittee Street to the entrance of Mona should be reduced to 

60 kph. 

 

Whilst these speed limits may not fall in the published guidelines there surely must be 

some room for speed limits as is needed. 

 

We see signs throughout the State “SPEED KILLS”. Surely if this is the case then why 

not reduce the speed limits in areas where people are likely to kill themselves through 

there own stupidity. The speed limits signs could be erected in a few hours. Removal 

of the trees would take weeks and involve considerable cost. 

 

The introduction of reduced speed limits would also give the RTA an opportunity to 

plan ahead for future road improvements. There have been half hearted attempts to 

plant and maintain trees further back on the road shoulder. A more concerted effort 

could be made to establish new trees. 

 

Because of arrangements made in August I cannot attend the public meeting." 

Christine  

James 

"One of the easiest solutions for the section of road past the showground is to reduce 

the speed to 80km. Currently you go from a speed of 100 to 60 at the town limit. In my 
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experience a lot of the passing through traffic does not reduce speed until they hit the 

sharp left hand bend on the edge of town. 

This would calm the traffic and remove the need for temporary speed restrictions when 

there is an event at the showground. 

 

Trees do not move and jump out in front of traffic.  Driver error, impatience or in some 

cases illness causes most of the accidents on the kings highway.  I have seen places 

in NSW where there are barriers constructed between trees and the road.  As the road 

is a lot higher than the shoulder on the northern side of town maybe this is an option. 

 

I would also like to suggest the regular presence of static speed cameras, the word 

would soon get around in Canberra then the traffic would certainly travel at or below 

the speed limit. 

 

Speed is also a problem in the main street.  Again it is mainly Canberra licence plates 

that are observed doing more the 50km, double parking and passing when it is not 

appropriate. 

 

Driver education would be great but how do you get people so participate?" 

Christine 

James 

"The speed limit needs to be reduced on the edge of town. I have worked in an office 

on the edge of town for many years and see traffic coming past us still doing 100km. 

There needs to be an 80km limit coming into town to calm the traffic. 

 

I would also suggest regular static speed cameras would soon slow the regular 

Canberra traffic and make is safer for road users. Word would get around pretty fast. 

 

The trees on that side of town do not move, it is impatient drivers trying to pass slower 

traffic before they hit the Clyde mountain that causes problems.  We need more 

overtaking lanes along the section of road from Braidwood to the top of the mountain.  

I often see people taking risks to pass a truck or a vehicle towing a boat or caravan. 

In peak holiday times you see it over and over. it is so bad that I avoid going to the 

coast during peak periods. 

 

Constructing the new barriers that I have seen in use near Wollongong on the Picton 
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road should solve the problem of people hitting our heritage trees, That section of road 

is narrower maybe reduced speed there would help in the short term? 

 

It is hard to make all roads safe, after all the driver is the key to it all." 

Elizabeth 

Ward 

"1) Implement 80km zones in the treed areas 

 

2) Consider ripple lines on edge of road and barriers in these areas 

 

3) It is time to seriously take on the task of bypassing Bungendore and Braidwood 

 

I am surprised that this issue has been raised as a tree issue so soon after the 

Braidwood community so strongly showed their support for the avenues of trees. The 

RTA will simply have to use other means at its disposal in order to address safety 

issues. 

 

There are other urgent safety issues which would be addressed by incorporating 

bypasses into the Kings Highway. There has been an enormous increase in heavy 

vehicle traffic through Braidwood including logging trucks, sand and gravel trucks and 

other heavy transport. This is inappropriate in a small town with a large amount of 

pedestrian traffic including children crossing the main street on their way to and from 

school. As regards coast traffic, it is almost impossible to cross the main street in 

Braidwood on a Saturday morning in summer. Provided the bypasses are not too 

distant from the town, there will still be sufficient coast travellers coming in to stop for 

lunch at the bakery etc. The difference will be that those who would not have stopped 

anyway are not contributing to the traffic in the town. Other NSW towns such as 

Goulburn and Yass have continued to thrive after being bypassed despite dire 

warnings to the contrary." 

Karyn 

Shreeve 

"What I would like to say has already been covered by others’ comments, but I feel 

that the more people have their say the better. 

 

I agree that the trees should stay.  They are a part of Braidwood’s heritage and they 

lend themselves to the beauty of Braidwood.  They are not the problem - the drivers 

are the cause of the accidents.  
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I believe that reducing the speed limit to 80mph say from Deloraine Lane on the 

northern side and from Monkittee Farm on the eastern side would help. 

 

I don’t think that a roadside guard rail would be beneficial as the erring driver would 

then hit that and then possibly bounce back into the oncoming traffic - double tragedy! 

 

We can only hope that the few who do think they can do as they please on the roads 

will find it in themselves to respect the road rules and other drivers." 

Wendy 

McMahon-

Bell 

"I greatly regret the loss of life and injuries that have occurred on the Kings Highway 

either side of Braidwood. Measures must be taken to lessen, and hopefully prevent, 

such tragedies. To do so, the causes of the accidents need to be addressed. The 

avenues of poplars are not causing the accidents.    

The causes are: 

*The 2 sections of road in question being the longest, straight stretches of the Kings 

Highway between Canberra and the coast. 

*Drivers speeding on these sections. 

*Lack of overtaking lanes on these sections. 

*Dangerous driving in the rush to get to & from the coast. 

*No requirement to reduce speed until almost into Braidwood. 

*Driver tiredness resulting in lack of concentration. 

*Drivers falling asleep at the wheel. 

*Braidwood drivers relaxing guard as they approach home. 

*No by-pass of Braidwood with passage of 4 000 vehicles daily. 

 

Obvious measures to reduce the accident rate would include: 

*A Braidwood by-pass  or 

*Reduced speed limits  and 

*More overtaking lanes and 

*Ripple line markings  and 

*Signs indicating a “High Accident Area”  and, of course, 

*Driver awareness and responsibility. 

 

To quote RTA’s Fact Sheet3: ‘The established speed limit should reflect the road 
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safety risk to the road users.’ 100km ph does not reflect the danger involved on those 

long, tempting, straight runs into Braidwood! Again, from RTA’s Fact Sheet3: ‘Even 

modest reductions in travel speed will result in substantial reductions in the incidence 

and severity of road crashes ..... reduction of 5% in speed reduces fatalities by as 

much as 20%’ 

 

To suggest that two beautiful avenues of poplars, long-established landmarks in this 

area, be destroyed before any of the above measures are put in place would be 

outrageous.  

May I remind the RTA that the poplar avenues are within Braidwood’s Heritage 

Curtilage shown in the State Heritage Plan, No 01749 Plan 2008. 

 

Outside my home, on the King’s Highway, is a telegraph pole, and a large pine tree.  

My bed is just 12 metres from the tar. Neither pole, nor pine, nor innerspring, have 

been hit - nor have they leapt out to hit a passing motorist. Perhaps because the 

speed limit is 60 km ph." 

Ian Almond "Hi everyone,  

 

Thank you for sharing your ideas regarding our road safety problem. Please keep the 

comments coming and let your friends, family and neighbours know about this forum. 

  

The RTA genuinely wants to understand your views and suggestions and has not 

made any decisions about the best way to reduce the impact of crashes on these two 

sections of road.  

 

The Braidwood hazards Discussion Paper has information about the “Safe Systems 

Approach” (which the RTA uses) and the types of crashes that have occurred in the 

past seven years along the two sections of road under review.  

 

Both these things guide the RTA’s consideration of effective ways to address the road 

safety problems.  

 

The Safe Systems Approach recognises that we can all make mistakes when driving.  

The hazards might not cause a crash but they are a big factor in the potential 
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consequences. The RTA aims to achieve a more forgiving road environment to lessen 

the severity of crashes. 

 

Also, the type of crashes that have occurred in the past needs to be considered when 

evaluating what solutions may be effective in addressing the road safety problem.  

 

To view or download the Discussion Paper, follow the link to the RTA Project page. 

 

Comments are welcome on this online forum, by participating in the community 

workshop, by post, email or telephone. To make your postal submission please write 

to Ian Almond, Project Manager, RTA, PO Box 477 Wollongong NSW 2520. 

 

 

Regards 

 

Ian Almond 

RTA Project Manager" 

David "I live on this section of the highway. Several people have already posted to this site 

and put comments relating the proposals. As I live on one of the stretches under 

consideration I too require to speak. The Traffic on this stretch of road varies quite 

substantially, dependent on time of day and season of year. This does not however 

change the abuse that drivers display nor change the rates of speed that are 

constantly attained. I see that the RTA statistics and information supplied are skewed 

so that accident and deaths in this area are misrepresented. 

The RTA appears to be in a hurry to have the trees in these areas removed. This is not 

the answer to the supposed problem. It is noted that Braidwood AND environs are 

listed under a heritage order and both the areas are in this cover. 

The demeanour of persons driving on these stretches leaves a lot to be desired and is 

the basic problem to be discussed. Several correspondents have suggested a 

modified speed limit be used to redress to situation and I fully concur with the 

suggestion.  Sections of this road have been upgraded making more apparent the 

demand for speed and not safety. My comment on this situation is that even if The 

RTA cleaned up this entire road to perfection there would still be fatalities and crashes 

because the drivers will not behave. I notice also the upgrading and power of motor 
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vehicles and consider many incapable of controlling the same. Driver education is also 

an area for RTA to address" 

David 

Sutherland 

"I am a medical practitioner in this area and am very aware of the accident/fatality rate 

referred to. Many of the issues and suggested measures have already been 

discussed. I would particularly like to emphasize the issue of speed. Both approaches 

to the town have speeds of 100km stepping down to 60/50 km very close to the 

beginning of town. On the Northern approach this step down is also close to a 90 

degree turn into the town. The property on the opposing corner has experienced 

several incidences of out of control vehicles ploughing into their yard.  

After the two previous fatalities on this approach I spoke to local MP’s, Council and 

wrote to the RTA suggesting speed reduction at least to 80 Km. The RTA reply via the 

council referred to a ‘policy’ of decreasing the number of speed changes . An absurd 

reply under the circumstances. 

The so called hazards are not the issue here... speed is. I agree with the suggestions 

of other measures such as Road Hazard Sign-age and mid road noise devices. 

 

David Sutherland" 

Cathy "1. More overtaking lanes along both lengths of road. Yes it may increase speeding by 

overtaking cars, but it is these impatient travellers that overtake a car, and run the risk 

of a-head on occurring when traffic is coming from the opposite direction. 

2. Bypass. Yes there is heritage listing to consider, but at what cost do we put on a 

life?  

3. Adequate distances of bitumen turning lanes at entrances such as Mona, 

racecourse, showground etc. What is there at present is gravel, which is risky when 

leaving the highway at speeds." 

Rebecca 

Magers 

"I own a business in Braidwood and also live along the Kings Highway, so coming in 

and out of town is a regular part of my day. I have to drive to and from Bungendore 

weekly to pick up supplies, so apart from the few occasional pot holes, the highway is 

in a good safe condition. I believe the problem is not the road but the impatient drivers 

that are to focused on getting to or coming back from the coast and not driving to the 

traffic conditions or to the road rules. If people just slowed down and were a little more 

courteous towards the other drivers on the road, then maybe there wouldn’t be as 

many accidents. Whether they remove the trees, widen or repair the road, it isn’t going 
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to change the attitude of the drivers who are not driving to the conditions in the first 

place." 

Robyn 

Magers 

"My Son is a L-plater driving in and out of Braidwood daily for school. It constantly 

shocks me that many Canberrans are so impatient, they overtake such an 

inexperienced driver at speed on double yellow lines and blind corners. A L-plater 

doesn’t have years of experience to get out of the way of potential accidents.  

 

The roads are fine, it is the drivers. Slow down, respect others on the road, obey the 

road rules and have consideration. I want to see my L-plater grow up and fulfil his 

dreams and not be another fatality statistic due to impatient idiots on the road." 

Sandra 

Hand 

"Good afternoon, 

I like Wendy am saddened by the injury and death on these sections of the Kings 

Highway entering Braidwood. 

 

If accidents mostly happen in daylight and in the dry it surely points to fatigue of the 

driver, this could be for many reasons, one reason maybe, on driving toward a 

township you lose concentration which means a ripple strip on the edge and centre of 

the road would make considerable difference along with lowering the speed limit to 

80kph. 

 

It is a wonderful vision of the National Road Safety Strategy, safe system’s guiding 

vision ‘That no person should be killed or seriously injured on Australian roads’, I think 

in this case it is taking the responsibility away from the driver and placing it on the 

trees.   Trees don’t jump out into the oncoming traffic. 

 

I believe a By-pass is what is necessary, having gone into Braidwood on Saturday 1st 

Oct long weekend and barely able to cross the main street without being skittled, how 

often is this the case, school holidays, long weekends, Easter, summer weekends.  

Reversing into this chaotic traffic is dangerous from a parking point of view, I am sure 

most Braidwood residents expect accidents every time we are inundated on these 

busy days. 

 

There is no other option in my mind as the population increases a by-pass will have to 
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be constructed, better now than when the cost in lives and dollars is greater. 

 

Ripple strips in the middle and edges of the road along with lowering of the speed limit 

would be a good temporary measure to reduce the accident rate and surely worth a 

try. 

 

I just don’t buy the excuse of not wanting too many speed changes, how many speed 

changes have we had since HQJOC has been built. 

Regards 

Sandra Hand" 

Greg "The main cause of problems on this stretch of road is not speed but inconsiderate 

drivers and drivers with low skill levels.  

 

Some drivers do not have the skills to maintain a speed near the 100kmh limit on the 

single lane each way portion of road yet they will not pull over to allow faster drivers 

through.   Then when there is an overtaking lane the slower drivers will accelerate to 

over 100kph preventing the cars behind them overtaking.  Once back onto the single 

lane each way they slow down to 90 again frustrating the drivers behind.   These 

drivers will then try to overtake on the straighter sections approaching Braidwood.  

This behaviour occurs at every overtaking lane every time I travel on this road.  L plate 

and P drivers who are not allowed to drive at 100kph on this road (and who will not pull 

over to allow faster through) also cause problems by frustrating the drivers behind 

them.   

 

If police were to focus on drivers holding up other drivers rather than just focusing on 

speed there would be less need to speed on the Kings Highway.  

 

Also it is ridiculous that a driver can get a licence via a very simple driving test that 

basically only tests ability to follow road rules rather than driving ability, and once you 

get this licence at 18year of age there is no further testing until you reach 80yrs of 

age." 

Justin - From the top of the Clyde all the way to Braidwood there are no overtaking lanes. I 

think this may encourage some drivers to overtake when they would otherwise wait for 
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a designated overtaking lane. 

- I’m all for bypassing Braidwood / Bungendore 

Phil "Since retiring to the coast 5 years ago, I have driven the Kings Highway very 

regularly. Of course, the road could be improved; what road couldn’t? But to my eye 

the road is not the problem. It is an adequate country road if drivers accommodate 

themselves to its requirements. The fact is, a significant proportion do not. Most of the 

time, the trip up to Canberra is an easy, hassle-free drive. This is especially the case 

midweek. It is when traffic volumes are swollen by weekend and holiday visitors that 

things change markedly. Then, inconsiderate, foolhardy driving becomes common with 

manic overtaking a real feature. It has to be said that for every 10 examples of this that 

I see, at least 9 are perpetrated by cars with Y [ie ACT] plates. I understand the desire 

to reduce fatalities that result from this anti-social behaviour but I fear that every 

‘improvement’ will be a spur to even more stupid behaviour and even greater contempt 

for speed limits and the law." 

Murray "I am always saddened by news of death, injury and the trauma associated with road 

crashes; my son died on a NSW road. There always many causes for road trauma. To 

imagine that there is a ‘silver bullet’ to solve this problem is both naive and 

irresponsible. While driver attitude can be improved, it beggars belief that any king 

would be proud have their name placed after “king” in Kings Highway. A narrow, poorly 

aligned, undulating, road which is underfunded for maintenance is a disgrace to the 

State. Will the politician who is proud of their achievements in regard to this road 

please stand up? Frustration is often evident in drivers. The road contributes to this 

situation. With limited over-taking lanes and many slow vehicles, drivers become 

frustrated. The worst section of road is between Northangerra Road and the top of the 

Clyde Mountain. This very narrow, undulating winding poorly surfaced road winds 

through relatively benign country. It requires a complete rebuild with a new alignment, 

to include over-taking lanes in both directions." 

Murray "I am saddened by the disingenuous nature of the paper “Queanbeyan to Batemans 

Bay 

Corridor Strategy”. It has very parochial tone to it; it has very Canberra is at fault tone 

to it. it discusses the vast population of Canberra, and the meagre population of 

10,000 in Batemans Bay. Even if that was correct, it ignores the NSW population north 

and south of Batemans Bay. Indeed, if the entire Coast population was included 



 

Roadside hazards on the Kings Highway near Braidwood   27 
Online forum transcript 

Name   Comments 

(because folks from Moruya and Ulladulla have no other way to drive to Queanbeyan 

and Canberra) the numbers would look quite different. Another sad Canberra 

bashing." 

Carolyn "Yes, I am saddened by any deaths but I am also saddened that thinking the removal 

of some fine rows of trees is the answer.  Could you please look at re-building the 

section of road between Northangera Road and the top of the Clyde which is narrow 

and dangerous and has no passing lanes.  In the meantime, put guard rails along the 

finest rows of poplars on both sides of Braidwood." 

Lesley East 

- Braidwood 

Region 

Seniors 

Association 

"I represent the Braidwood Region Seniors Association (BRSA) and its many 

members. We regret the loss of life and injury on the highway. 

 

As an immediate measure we suggest that the speed limit be reduced.  This could be 

done ‘tomorrow’.  There would need to be some signage to warn drivers of the 

reduced speed.  Similar towns, such as Bungendore, have 50 kph limits on all 

approaches to the town.  Speed limits could be monitored by speed cameras. 

 

Longer term measures are: 

1. Building a divided highway from Canberra to Braidwood and beyond.  It seems 

incomprehensible that this has not already been created. 

2. Rumble strips in conjunction with reduced speed limits 

3. Passing lanes so that traffic leaving Braidwood does not have to travel a 

considerable distance to pass safely. 

 

We believe that the discussion regarding trees is a ‘red herring’ and a distraction. 

 

ROAD CROSSINGS - As a matter of urgency, pedestrians require a safe road 

crossing in Wallace Street, Braidwood. 

 

Lesley East 

(BRSA) 

6 October 2011" 

Les Kovacs "Hi All of you, 

This debate going on for a while. To cut down the threes is a “criminal” act. The trees 
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represent an historical landscape in and out of Braidwood. The residents who planted 

it commemorated the past for the future, mind you even part of the Heritage of 

Braidwood. If any authority seeking the elimination of this heritage oblivious to the 

historical and aesthetic aspect of the Town. 

The reasoning behind this proposed vandalism is totally unacceptable.  

Logic defies the proposition. Trees not jumping out of the side of the road. If you cut 

these trees down you have to cut down trees all along the Highway from Canberra to 

Batemans Bay. 

Reduce the speed to the entrance of the road to 80km/h and from the gate of the 

Showground to 60km/h. and paint up double line on middle of the road. Cheap and 

logical solution. Emotion on the part of proposal of this “cutting” down might be high 

but not a solution. 

 

Regards,  

Les Kovacs" 

Meryl 

Hunter 

I was disturbed to learn that there is yet another move to remove the wonderful trees 

either side of Braidwood. I have been travelling this road since 1946 and have watched 

the trees grow and mature into what they are today - a striking introduction to the town. 

I would strongly object to these trees being removed. They are not the problem but 

impatient and careless drivers are. Maybe lower speed limits could be applied and 

policed or Armco railings put in place so that foolish drivers could ricochet. Good luck 

tree lovers! 

Paul "The Kings Hwy is a vital piece of road infrastructure to the south coast and beyond. 

By far it outweighs the ridiculous amount of money spend on the MR 92. 

 

This road has some really good sections but some are just awful and require 

upgrading to facilitate b-doubles and the like to link a fast growing area to the inland 

and the nations capital. 

 

The road has a variety of speed zones which is confusing and makes little sense. It 

needs a corridor design from Canberra to the coast which meets modern day 

standards not some artificial control as we have today. Let’s get real and widen, 

straighten and fix up our highway. 
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If we need to loose some trees so be it, let’s replace them before they or we die!!!!" 

roger "It is sad that in 2011 this ‘conversation’ is still necessary. The need for ‘forgiving’ 

(safe) roadside zones was well recognised by the 1960’s in progressive overseas 

traffic engineering and road design circles. A decade or so later the then NSW 

Department of Main Roads was spruiking this with an acknowledged international 

expert used as a speaker at various meetings for MR Divisions and Council staff. 

Many lives could have been saved if only Main Roads/Councils had followed through 

more assiduously. 

 

That said, the current question is what to do? The choices alluded to by the RTA and 

other commentators seem quite stark - provide safe roadsides by either removing 

trees (and other obstructions) OR installing safety barriers (as recommended by the 

Main Roads expert of decades ago). Diverting/dividing the road (given that a by-pass 

of Murrumbateman and duplication of the Barton Highway is yet to eventuate)is 

unfortunately just pie in the sky). 

 

One or two comments seem to favour trees and/or aesthetics at the expense of lives 

on the suggestion that drivers are at fault - is it implied that the death penalty is 

appropriate punishment for driving mistakes or stupidity? Perhaps whilst trying to 

dodge someone else’s, or being a foolish enough child to get into the car of such a 

driver. No, I didn’t think so. So let’s be realistic about this. 

 

The reality is that humans err and/or behave badly at times. The best that can be done 

is to ameliorate the effects. (Ultimately, the next big safety advance, I suggest, will 

come with the fruition of automatic driving now the subject of serious research by car 

companies.) 

 

I do not think the situation can be avoided by special speed limits. Attractive 

superficially as special speed limits may seem, to be respected there has to be 

apparent reason for them obvious to the driver. A long straight empty road of rural 

environment does not fit. A contrary consequence is likely to be greater risk taking 

arising from increased frustration. 
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On the matter of risky behaviour, my experience is that overtaking and ignoring double 

lines is a major problem along the Kings Highway. It is just too easy to focus on 

excessive speed and ignore other behaviours. Our Grandparent used to advise ‘Look 

after the pennies and the pounds will look after themselves’. If our traffic rules were 

given a broader education and enforcement focus, then perhaps some of the present 

worrisome behaviours could be significantly curbed. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity fro my ‘2 bobs worth’." 

Cheryl 

Raper 

"I have lived on this road for over 30 years, at the northern end of B’wood. The trees to 

the north & south of the town are NOT the problem. Speeding drivers, confusing speed 

signage, and a lack of signage, ARE. The trees are a very significant part of our town’s 

historic landscape, and I believe act as an indication to drivers that they are 

approaching a town. 

Town and speed signage should be placed at the start of the tree lines to the North & 

South of Braidwood.  Speed Cameras to the north & south, at the start of the trees, 

would raise you money and slow motorists down. 

Better still would be a Bypass for the town especially considering the increased truck 

traffic, from the Mine, and Eurobodalla waste, passing thru town. 

The trees are not the problem. They MUST stay. Signage, line markings & speed 

cameras, until we get the bypass, will work as they did no our corner." 

Alison 

Smith 

"As fatigue seems to be a major factor in most of the collisions I thought the use of 

“rumble strips” on the side of the road would be beneficial. I have seen them where 

they are about a foot wide - these would serve to ‘wake a dozing drive’.  My other 

thought was for barrier fencing and an 80 km speed limit on the approaches to the 

town.  It would be a shame to lose the trees but maybe they could be replaced with 

trees further from the edge of the road if these other suggestions were utilised." 

Veronica 

McClure 

"Fatigue and sun glare can combine to lull drivers into a relaxed state. Rumble strips 

would help indicate when you were leaving your lane dangerously. This helps people 

to remain in their lane and to be roused from lack of awareness. I often slow to 80km 

along this section and I believe this should be the speed limit for these two sections. I 

see appalling driver decisions everyday, not just in this section. Due to a lack of 

overtaking opportunities along the length of the Kings Hwy, people try to position 

themselves better coming into town so they won’t be held up on their journey. More 
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safe overtaking opportunities need to be provided along the whole of the Kings Hwy." 

Dominic "Every week day I travel between home and Canberra and back adhering to the speed 

limit. Everyday other ‘speeding’ drivers are overtaking me, not only where there are 

overtaking lanes, but also along other stretches of the Hwy where it is permissible. At 

least 50% of those who catch up to me (i.e. are consistently exceeding the speed 

limits) drive too close behind my vehicle (tailgating) for a considerable time prior to 

overtaking, often in a dangerous manner. 

I would like to think that an education program would help, but I think it would need to 

be very graphic in showing the serious and fatal injuries to people who have been 

involved in crashes to have much if any effect. 

A couple of alternatives are to either make the Kings Hwy a dual carriageway or 

increase the Police presence along its length with an increase in the severity of 

penalties for dangerous driving, which includes speeding. 

Those people who think that speeding is not dangerous need to attend a course on 

risk management and perhaps brush up on their basic physics too. 

Slow down, you won’t get there much sooner by speeding, but will definitely reduce 

your fuel consumption." 

John Beale "I would be very disappointed to see any of the trees removed.  They are integral to 

the heritage of Braidwood and need to be preserved.  Why not reduce the speed limit 

to 60kph on both sections of road and put in “rumble strips” as suggested earlier?  If 

these measures are unsuccessful then roadside barriers might be needed.  Let’s have 

an incremental approach where safety measures are gradually increased until the 

problem is solved." 

Ian Almond "Hi everyone 

 

Thank you for your comments so far, keep them coming! 

 

Don’t forget we are holding a community workshop this Thursday night at the National 

Theatre in Braidwood, starting at 6.30pm. It’s anticipated the workshop will run for a 

couple of hours, finishing at around 8.30pm.  

 

The workshop is primarily being held to capture those without internet access, 

however we encourage you all to attend as you will be able to talk with RTA staff and 
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other members of the community about the road safety problem. 

 

If you would like to attend the workshop, please pre register by contacting Candice 

Camacho on (02) 4221 2417 or braidwood_hazards@rta.nsw.gov.au  

 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 

 

Ian Almond 

RTA Project Manager" 

Chris 

James 

"Yesterday we had an example of the road conditions causing an accident. The corner 

of Lascelles st and Wallace st has an uneven surface and a “hump” it causes many 

problems but yesterday it was a factor in a trailer coming off a vehicle and that loaded 

trailer hit parked vehicles. Luckily no one was standing near them at the time.  We 

could have had a fatality. 

 

There needs to be work done at the bottom of the street to free up traffic flow. When 

there is a lot of traffic coming up the Clyde into Braidwood it is impossible to cross that 

intersection going south.  There was a round about suggested many years ago what 

happened to that? Do we need a death before we get a solution? 

 

We also badly need traffic calming the length of the main street. It is amazing the 

speed that the blue number plates do down our main street even when it is busy. They 

double park, do reverse U turns, and generally behave badly. Maybe some more 

police presence weekends and public holidays, send some over from Bungendore to 

book them all.  Word has gotten about regarding Bungendore and people obey the 

speed limit there, and they don’t double park. So why do they do it in Braidwood, 

because they think they can get away with it that’s why! 

Chris" 

Eric 

Graham 

"The trees are an integral part of Braidwood’s heritage and must be preserved. Safety 

measures include installation of wire rope safety barriers as used extensively on the 

new Nerriga to Nowra road or other types of safety barrier. 80kph speed restrictions on 

approaches to Braidwood. More use of variable message signs such as “Maintain 3 

second gap”. A program for ongoing maintenance and renewal of the trees." 
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James 

Royds 

"Firstly I would like to state that I am opposed to the removal of any of the trees, unless 

replanting has taken place and the new trees are in good health and maturing. I am in 

agreement with many previous suggestions including lowering the speed limit to 

80km/h and edging strips or if needed barriers.  

I think that for the upcoming public meeting it would be of interest to the community if 

more details about the crashes on these stretches of road were available. In particular 

I am sure some members of the local community would be interested to know the 

State in which drivers involved in these 17 accidents were licensed. Of further value 

may be data on the number of accidents that have occurred at the new roundabout 

west of Bungendore to JOCHQ where the speed limit has been decreased to 80km/h. 

Looking forward to Thursday night and thankyou for the opportunity to voice an 

opinion." 

James 

Royds 

"My understanding of the history of the trees is that the Golden Poplars were indeed 

planted to commemorate the anniversary of the King’s reign. More importantly 

however was the responsibility placed on locals to water the trees during their 

establishment. Pin Oaks closer to town on the northern side at least were donated by 

the local garden club and again nurtured by caring locals.  

I feel it would dishonour the intent of many locals past and present to remove these 

trees. Many towns have similar avenues at their entrances; Cowra’s WW1 memorial 

planting comes to mind as do the entrances to many regional towns in NSW." 

Michael 

Merrony 

"The trees must stay.  A few years ago public outrage quashed plans for their possible 

removal. 

The trees are not the problem, but speeding and impatient drivers.  Motorists travelling 

to Braidwood have the speed bug when travelling 100 + kph on the overtaking lane 

just to north of Deloraine Lane. 

Driving past the Showground and Racecourse road conditions on their approach to 

Braidwood demand a slower speed.  For this section it should be 80 kph. 

And driving conditions/speed limits for Bungendore and Braidwood should be the 

same.  In Bungendore the speed limit is clearly identified at 50 kph.  NOWHERE is 

there a 60 kph speed zone as there is Braidwood. 

Poor signage in Braidwood must add to driver frustrations. 

You don’t find a 50 kph sign until you get to Monkittee Creek, just a few metres before 

a 40 kph Schoolchildren sign. 
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And approaching the Solus St/Wallace St 90 deg intersection there is a sign for a 

curve ahead in 1 direction and in the other direction there speed advisory sign of 35 

kph. 

Surely the demands in negotiating the corner are the same in either direction, so you 

would expect identical signs regardless of the direction of travel. 

These may seem trivial points but drivers need uniformity in road signs & speed limits 

in both Braidwood and elsewhere along the Kings Highway. 

With increased heavy traffic anticipated once the new Majors Creek mine is 

established there is an urgent need for a review of speed limits in and out of 

Braidwood.  Bungendore has 50 kph speed limit, so too does Mogo.  Why is 

Braidwood different?" 

Richard 

Barker 

"It is clear that the problem of accidents involving various “dangerous” objects etc, is in 

the main the fault of the person in charge of the vehicle, whether awake or asleep !! 

I believe 3 deaths occurred through sleep and hitting tree on the east side of 

Braidwood. Single vehicle 2 occupants in the 100km section late night and single 

vehicle one occupant 60km section. One “off road” hit culvert occupant not wearing 

seatbelt thrown from vehicle others in vehicle sustained injury of some extent. North 

side 1 involved health issues other mechanical issues, To me that adds to 6 but is also 

too many and don’t want to be pedantic about it.  

These accidents have I would imagine been investigated thoroughly as we all know 

the highway is closed for many hours after them. So! it would appear to me that given 

the RTA etc has many experts to call on and senior management people on 6 figure 

salaries to work it all out, why ask us.? 

I have my own thoughts on that, so I will get to the point.  

BYPASS Braidwood, now, isn’t that what you wanted to hear. Problem solved those 

who wish to get to the coast and get home without any thought of road rules and other 

road users can “GO”. Those that wish to enjoy what Braidwood has to offer can detour 

and see Braidwood as it should be, a real tourist town and the only heritage listed one 

at that. Yes you will have some business people up in arms saying they rely on 

Canberra but the fact is that this road wasn’t built for this amount of traffic, (cars), and 

certainly not heavy vehicles and Braidwood businesses survived then and will be even 

more prosperous with real tourists. Conclusion. If you go around the problem, it ceases 

to be a problem. 

Richard" 
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Anita 

Janelsins 

"The trees have nothing to do with the safety issues on the Kings Hwy - it is all to do 

with the attitude of the drivers that use this road.  

 

EVERY TIME we drive the Kings Hwy we encounter reckless driving including 

speeding, tail-gating, and dangerous overtaking (even overtaking on bridges, over 

double lines, and in thick fog). 

 

Many places have an avenue of trees leading into the town and I do not believe that 

the Braidwood situation is any different than elsewhere.  

 

If drivers cannot curb their dangerous driving here, I would suggest more signage, or 

lowering speed limits on the entrances into town where the trees are. ... But I really 

think driver attitude is mostly to blame for Kings Hwy accidents and this a problem not 

easily rectified. 

 

Don’t cut down the trees - they are a large part of Braidwood’s history and identity. 

...I’d rather see a few less reckless drivers on the road." 

meredith 

hughes 

"I would like to reiterate the comment by Ms Janelsins. I also travel regularly along the 

Kings Highway between Canberra and Batemans Bay. On many occasions i have 

witnessed very reckless driving - aggressive tailgating, overtaking on double lines and 

very high speeds. I often comment to my partner that i wish there was more of a police 

presence along the road. if there are ways to also address these issues with drivers on 

the road I would love to hear about them. 

 

Thanks" 

Linda Eden "It is ironic isn’t it? The RTA want to cut down our beautiful trees, but the King’s 

Highway is used as a parking lot with timber trailers, unladen and fully laden, parked 

along each side of it just out of Doughboy. Go Figure RTA." 

David "I am against the removal of the trees and believe that speed is more the problem than 

the trees which are loved by residents of the area. 

I believe that a trial reducing the speed limit to 80kph in the danger zone should occur 

immediately and this should be policed. If this does not result in a reduced average 

speed in the area then a further reduction to 60kph should be implemented.  
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Wire rope barriers could be considered but would clearly be expensive and not a very 

elegant solution; however in my opinion this would be better than removal of these 

landmark trees." 

Gail Nichols "Like many other respondents I have witnessed numerous near misses on the Kings 

Highway due to driver impatience, speed and unsafe overtaking.  Driving at the speed 

limit, I find little need to overtake, as vehicles race past me at speeds far in excess of 

100 km/hr.  It is not uncommon to witness overtaking of multiple vehicles at a time on a 

2-lane stretch of highway, when visibility barely allows overtaking of a single vehicle.   

 

How far do we go in making roads comply with drivers who don’t comply with the law 

or even with common sense? 

 

As for the sections immediately to the north and east of Braidwood, I am surprised that 

despite identifying the tree-lined sections as areas of concern, the RTA has continued 

to allow traffic to travel at 100 km/hr.   If the trees represent such a serious hazard, 

why hasn’t traffic been required to slow down in these areas?   

 

I urge the RTA to try measures such as an 80 km/hr speed limit, appropriate signage 

and road markings, enforcement, and better roadside barriers BEFORE there is any 

serious consideration of tree removal.  The trees are a distinctive part of the 

Braidwood landscape, and every effort should be made to retain them if possible." 

Phil "From my own experience I agree that trees are unlikely to be the key problem. It is the 

behaviour of drivers. I would like to see point-to-point speed cameras on the faster 

parts of the Kings Hwy east and west of Braidwood before decisions are taken to 

remove trees. I suspect that fatigue could be a contributing factor to accidents on the 

straight stretch of the Kings Hwy east of Braidwood. This is the first straight part of 

road that weary people returning from the coast encounter. I have almost fallen asleep 

on this section. A solution to this may be a sympathetically designed rest area and 

toilet at the top of the Clyde, which is a naturally beautiful area that may encourage 

more people to stop on their return journey from the coast." 

Jonathon 

Ross 

"Hi Folks 

 

Unfortunately, due to family and work commitments I was only able to attend a small 
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part of last night’s community workshop.  I apologise in advance if the issues I raise 

below were addressed after I left. 

 

In a previous response to this forum I suggested that the RTA provide the community 

with an easily digestible briefing on: 

* The specific techniques that can be used to address the problem; and 

* The anticipated effectiveness of those techniques (in terms of reducing likelihood of 

an incident, and in terms of reducing the consequences of those that do). 

 

To my knowledge, this has not occurred.  During the q&a session of the meeting I 

observed a number of audience members raising possible techniques (e.g. speed limit 

buffer zone) as potentially offering part of the solution.  The experts typically 

responded by pointing out why such approaches may not work.  It seems strange to 

only give people information about what might and might not work once they’ve raised 

it. 

 

Towards the end of this process, one of the RTA staff stated that they had 

_deliberately_ not identified the possible solutions/approaches that may be taken, but 

instead put the entire responsibility back onto the community.  This was a most 

surprising statement, and it seems like a very strange way for experts to engage the 

community in an area where quite specialised knowledge and skills exist. 

 

To be very clear, I do think it is reasonable to expect the community to think about 

what combination of techniques might be used to design a specific solution for 

Braidwood.  However, expecting them to be aware of, and understand, the techniques 

there are and how they might work in advance of such a process is unrealistic.  The 

experts should be able to provide a relatively easy to understand description of the 

approaches and their pros and cons.  That would give the community the tools they 

need to think about what might work for Braidwood. 

 

I also ask the RTA to answer this question: in the design process, what assumptions 

are made about driver behaviour? What level of driver recklessness do we as a 

community feel we need to plan for in order to discharge our ‘duty of care’? 
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Don’t get me wrong, I am not saying everything should be blamed on the driver.  Far 

from it. We do owe drivers a very high duty of care; we all make mistakes and nobody 

‘deserves’ to die or be seriously injured.  Particularly as they may have passengers 

who are injured through no fault of their own.  However, the line must be being drawn 

somewhere already - otherwise we’d already have gotten rid of roads and cars as a 

‘zero risk’ outcome is not possible. 

 

In the discussions about speeding it was noted that simply placing a reduced speed 

limit on a section of road does not necessarily mean that drivers will comply with it.  I 

think everybody would agree with that. 

 

However, clearly we do expect drivers to take some responsibility and this is implicit in 

the decisions we make.  For example, we do -not- try and reduce roadside hazards to 

the point where someone driving drunk and drugged at 250km/h after being awake for 

72 hours straight partying and in an unroadworthy car is unlikely to have an accident 

and be injured as a result.  

 

As such, I think that the comments that inferred that reducing the speed limit to 50/60 

from Deloraine Lane into town would be largely ineffective because people will ignore 

the limit were disingenuous.   

 

Don’t people need to take responsibility for their recklessness at some point in time?  If 

we indicate to them that it is unsafe to drive faster than 50 because of the roadside 

hazards, and yet they recklessly choose to do so, then hasn’t the community 

discharged its duty of care and it becomes the driver’s responsibility?" 

ray 

whiteman 

"as i understand it, at the meeting thurs 13/10/11 at Braidwood the majority of deaths 

and accidents were the cause of fatigue and only a few related to speed. 

it seems everyone has been brainwashed over the last 15 years about you can do 

anything you like in your car EXCEPT speed, like (texting, talking on phone, having 

coffee, doing hair & makeup, sitting back listening to cd’s & taking photos) all in the 

comfort of their cars while cruising at 80 kph in a 100 kph zone, frustrating all behind 

them & oblivious to everything else around them, but if you speed SHAME on you. 

these are the people who want speed cameras and slower speeds so as they won’t be 

detected. 
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Well I’ve had my little rant, I have a couple of thoughts about the entering of 

Braidwood. 

1/ double unbroken lines from the showground into town. 

2/ ripple pads along the sides & middle of rd along the same distance of unbroken 

lines. 

3/ maybe warning signs as to high death/accident rate area. 

4/ maybe crash type protection on sides of rd approx 2 mtrs from trees to slow down 

impact. 

5/ basically the same from the eastern side. 

6/ above all STOP bloody hitting the trees and concentrate on DRIVING. 

7/ i have found the my biggest problem with the kings hwy is the wildlife along the rd 

especially at night. 

regards" 

GARY "My preference is to bypass braid wood all together. The route through braid wood is a 

nightmare at all times. West of Braidwood the trees are to close to the road. Please 

remove one side of trees, widen the road and replant suitable trees. East of braid 

wood is fine as the trees are a long way from the road. A by pass would allow local 

traffic to do business in peace and travellers to visit shops if that is their preference 

and people going direct to the coast can save 10 minutes of travel time." 

Glenn "I am against the removal of these trees for two reasons.   

 

Firstly, removing the trees would not address the source of the issue.  The real issue is 

the awareness, education and responsibility of all drivers.  The speed limit could be 

lowered to 60 kph, signs should be used to alert drivers to the presence of the trees 

and Avenue of Honour and if deemed necessary ripple strips added as well.  However, 

at the end of the day, it is the responsibility of every driver to adjust their driving style 

to match the present conditions.  If people are going to drive in a manner that does not 

match the level of care required of the driving conditions, then incidents will happen... 

trees or not. 

 

Secondly, the trees have been there for 75 years and are well established.  Whilst they 

may not have a voice like drivers and voters, they still have a natural, fundamental 

desire to live.  So why should they give up their lives for the sake of drivers who are 
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not willing to take responsibility for their own?" 

Karen "The trees do not jump out onto the road and say “Hit me!”. The trees are not the 

issue, just a simple way of showing that some action has been taken to remove the 

responsibility of being a driver from the public.  

Once again the RTA and government departments are catering to the minority of 

drivers that have suffered a consequence for their actions. If a driver is fatigued, they 

are likely to crash and suffer a consequence. If a driver speeds, again, they will likely 

crash and suffer a consequence. Is this not the way the human learns? So very often 

the RTA have straighten roads, lower the speed limit, put up warning signs... but 

where is the education? And when does a driver have to take responsibility for their 

actions?!  

Leave the trees alone, they are not the issue. Make a stand for driver education." 

Ian Almond "Hi everyone 

 

I would like to say a big thank you to those that were able to attend our workshop in 

Braidwood last Thursday night (13 October).  

 

The workshop provided a great opportunity for the RTA project team to hear concerns 

and suggestions directly from those attending.  

 

I also really appreciate the way those attended listened to and considered the 

information presented by the project team that expanded on the background in the 

Discussion Paper. 

 

A copy of the ideas from each table as well as the presentation will be available to 

review on the project website shortly. 

 

I encourage you to continue the discussion on this forum and to provide us with your 

ideas using whatever method is best for you i.e. email, post, telephone etc. The forum 

will be open until the end of October.  

 

Ian Almond 

RTA Project Manager" 
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Eddie "Driving frequently on the Kings Highway to the coast, the major problem is neither the 

condition or the road nor the trees but the impatience of drivers. There are not that 

many passing places east of Braidwood and, particularly when the road is busy, some 

drivers take risks in order to pass multiple cars simultaneously. On last weekend I saw 

numerous occasions when people passed multiple vehicles and then forced their way 

back into the line of traffic late as they approached blind corners or crests. I don’t 

believe the trees should be removed, particularly given the heritage listing of old 

Braidwood. 

 

I am also surprised that the 100k limit at Braidwood is not north of the showground, 

particularly given turning traffic during events there or at the racecourse. This would 

appear to be the simplest way of reducing speed on the northern approaches and 

reducing the risk of fatalities through collision with culverts or trees." 

marianne 

courtenay 

"The avenue of trees on both sides of the approaches to Braidwood are part of the 

historic character of this heritage classified town and a solution must be found that 

retains these increasingly rare and historically significant plantings.  Both stretches of 

road are straight with clear views of on-coming traffic. The avenues are part of the 

town and as such there is a strong argument for introducing a town speed limit from 

the start of the avenues.  This would be a far more satisfactory outcome than simply 

removing the trees, as drivers - including ‘fatigued’ ones, would be obliged to slow to a 

safe speed as they approach the town.  At a town environment speed of 60ks per hr 

the trees are no more of a hazard than the rows of telegraph poles lining many built 

street-scapes. Trees do not kill - in your own words - speed kills! Reduce the speed - 

Introduce a town speed limit where the town presence starts - that is at the 

avenues!!!!" 

James "I agree that the trees should be allowed to stay. The same argument is regularly 

heard in places such as France where the roadside plantings are everywhere as 

(ironically) a memorial to all the young me who died in the Great War. A simple 

solution, as well as all the correct comments about driver education would be to install 

wire rope barriers. They are aesthetically better than ARMCAL fences and would 

reduce the problem. I think the worst part of the road is actually the section from the 

top of the Clyde Mtn up to Braidwood before you get to the straight tree lined section. 

The road is very narrow here with no shoulders - a few times I have almost been 
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sideswiped by semi-trailers. I saw some survey crews here a few weeks ago and 

wondered what they were doing. Can anyone help with this one?" 

James 

Royds 

"Thankyou to the RTA staff at the recent forum. 

   I would like to reiterate my comments about contacting government agencies in the 

ACT to help address this problem, or at least to communicate the problem to residents 

of the ACT who are a large proportion of the road users and are not being informed of 

the road safety problem. Signage indicating the number of accidents along stretches of 

road are used both in the ACT and Victoria, and it would seem help inform all road 

users of a road safety problem. 

   If fatigue is one of the major causes of these accidents then maybe a “Take a break 

in Braidwood” campaign could be launched on WIN TV covering both the ACT and 

southern NSW." 

Danny King "There is another significant contributing factor that needs to be addressed. 

 

Interestingly all the fatalities bar one involved vehicles heading westbound. 

 

The sections under review, particularly the section east of Braidwood falls into what 

could be called a “sleep zone”. 

 

The Kings Hwy from Batemans Bay to around Warrumbucca Creek is quite demanding 

and requires approximately 40 minutes or so of full driving concentration. Once the 

highway opens out onto the straighter sections leading into Braidwood drivers tend to 

drop their guard and tend to relax. If you combine this with other compounding 

circumstances such as lack of sleep, turning the heater up in the car as the 

temperatures drop coming up the mountain, afternoon sun beaming into the vehicle 

making it warm and cosy, medications, etc etc. it is almost a guaranteed recipe for 

someone to take a quick nod. 

Unfortunately for some that quick nod is permanent. I would be very certain there have 

been numerous other instances where drivers have taken a nod, or the infamous micro 

sleep, but have survived the experience. 

 

A couple of solutions may be as follows: 
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- Erect signage at a suitable location to alert drivers they are entering a fatigue/sleep 

zone. This could be set up almost immediately as a trial using a electronic trailer 

system at minimal cost. 

 

- Install rumble strips on all line marking, side and centre, from say Cargills Lane to the 

entrance to Braidwood to alert drivers if they drift out of the driving lane. 

 

It is worth noting too that the rear ender accidents, where fortunately no serious injury 

resulted, occurred predominately during periods of heavy traffic travelling back from 

the coast. Speed was not a factor in these cases. Lack of concentration and 

impatience was. Long term solution for this problem is most likely a bypass but that is 

unlikely any time soon. A roundabout at the corner of Wallace and Lascelles Streets 

would at least assist with the westbound traffic flow in the interim and it may reduce 

the incidents out the road a bit further. 

 

Danny King" 

Alex Rea It is a good thing that the RTA is looking into these issues. 

 

There is no getting around the need for a bypass in the future, and the sooner the 

planning for it is in place the better. To its credit, Palerang Council has allocated funds 

for the initial studies into bypasses for Braidwood and Bungendore. 

 

I believe in the meantime the speed limit should be 80 through the poplar sections, and 

rumble bars should be added to alert people to a need for added concentration. 

Moving the town entrance signs out a km or so would also subconsciously signify 

‘village zone’ to drivers and help them slow down. 

 

A few other points;  

 

• It’s clear that ACT drivers get frustrated at slowing through Braidwood and the 

problem of back street runners taking short cuts is getting worse.  

 

• The amount of truck activity in the main street has also increased significantly in the 

last few years, and will continue to increase with mining and forestry trucks, as well as 
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Eurobodalla’s waste being trucked through to Tarago. Even 50km is too fast for these 

trucks in a pedestrian zone like central Braidwood. It is only a matter of time before 

there is a tragic accident in town. 

 

• Any suggestion that the straight stretch through the poplars to the north of Braidwood 

would be a good spot for an extra passing lane must be rejected entirely. If the trees 

were removed this would surely be the next step. 

 

• Extra signage would also help. $600,000 was spent on the three large solar and wind 

powered overhanging signs on the Clyde Mountain. I have never seen the one at the 

top of the Clyde working and I believe it is out of mobile range, and when needed in 

foggy wet weather, has no power. Perhaps this sign could be move to the outskirts of 

Braidwood. Here is could warn drivers to slow down around the town, and, in the 

summer months when there are accidents on the mountain, the sign could warn 

drivers not to continue out to the mountain until the road was cleared. This would 

alleviate much frustration for drivers stuck out there for hours with no place to turn 

around and no mobile reception to find out what’s going on, and have the added bonus 

of leaving those drivers and their passengers in Braidwood to spend a few dollars. 

 

 

Christine 

Wright 

"These trees are an important component of the landscape of Braidwood, and have 

been identified as such.  In listing the town of Braidwood on the New South Wales 

State Heritage Register in 2006, the statement of significance stated in part, that ‘the 

views to and from the surrounding pastoral landscape and road approaches to the 

north, east and south of the township are integral to the conservation and appreciation 

of its significance’ [the town of Braidwood].  These trees are also listed as a heritage 

item on Palerang Council’s Local Environmental Plan. 

 

My suggestion for a solution is to lower the speed limit to at least 80kph, or perhaps to 

60kph. 

 

Please draw the attention of the RTA Heritage Committee to my comments. 

 

Christine Wright 
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Braidwood 

(member Palerang Council Heritage Advisory Committee)" 

Paul Brodie "I agree with Lesley East of the Braidwood Region Seniors Association that the 

proposed removal of the poplars on the approaches to Braidwood is a distraction. 

Having travelled the Kings Highway from 1985 to 2008 I’ve seen a lot of improvements 

in the general state of the road.  Unfortunately this hasn’t been matched by an 

improvement in the driving ability of the road user. 

I can’t see how cutting down a few trees is going to make any difference to the 

carnage caused by drunk, tired, tail gating, impatient or just plain stupid drivers.   

As for a bypass, again this isn’t going to improve the ability of the road users and, in 

my opinion, would be bad for Braidwood." 

Prof Virginia 

Hooker 

"Thank you to the RTA for giving Braidwood residents in particular the opportunity to 

submit their very experienced views about road problems near our town. 

First, a by-pass will have to be planned and will prove to be essential when the 4 

trucks per hour 7/7 start travelling to and from the Cortona gold mine at Major’s Creek 

via Braidwood town. 

Second, increasing numbers of vehicles, including heavy transport vehicles and 

timber/sand trucks, are using the Nerriga Rd to Nowra. The turn into that road from the 

King’s Highway is acute and east-bound vehicles need to slow down rapidly to 

negotiate the turn. If this occurs in a string of traffic it is dangerous to all drivers 

involved. This is an accident waiting to happen and RTA consideration of a solution is 

extremely important. Please ensure this issue is included in project planning." 

Jen 

Southwell 

"I think it would be a terrible shame to remove the trees on the entrance to this lovely 

country town.  I would support reducing the speed limit to 80kmh at the 

Showground/Nerriga Road and just past Cargill Road on the eastern side.  In addition I 

believe installing hazard bumps on the edge of the asphalt would resolve whatever 

problems some drivers have in navigating these sections of the road, whether it be 

their inappropriate speed or lack of attention to the conditions of the road.   

Thankyou for the opportunity to comment. 

Jen" 

Gary Hovey "The trees lining the roadside along the northern and eastern approaches to 

Braidwood are an important element in the visual landscape and a vital contributing 

factor to the heritage nature and quiet beauty of this town.  It is quite unreasonable to 



 

Roadside hazards on the Kings Highway near Braidwood   46 
Online forum transcript 

Name   Comments 

see them as a tradeable roadside asset which can be sacrificed for putative 

improvements in road safety.  Whilst they may aggravate the seriousness of an 

accident, they are not in any way a cause.  Attention should be directed to such 

causative factors as speed, poor concentration and antisocial driving behaviour.  The 

obvious solution which should be tried is to lower the speed restrictions by moving the 

60km/h restrictions further out or imposing intermediary 80km/h speed zones as 

suggested by several others." 

Danny King I will correct David Eager on his comments regarding the cause of the fatalities as he 

has stated. An act of god was one but certainly not drag racing. Fatigue was the 

primary cause in all the other fatalities. Not sure you would call that an act of stupidity 

though. It was a case of not recognising the signs and symptoms associated and 

taking the appropriate break before an accident occurred.  

 

Danny King 

steve feletti "I use the highway B Bay to Canberra twice weekly for business. 

here’s some cheap quick fixes. 

- increase rest sites for the 10 minute cat nap. i find fatigue creeps up more quickly on 

this trip than on open western highways. 

-increase the number of slow lane pull-over stretches and 

-create clever signage to encourage a courtesy culture of slow vehicle pull over. it’s a 

win win.  

-Braidwood’s trees are its signature landscape. Please don’t remove, but how about a 

small info sign about trees’ heritage. 

-dust covers/wash downs compulsory for all heavy trucks. In Japan they would be 

banned for current dust hazards 

-get stats on ratio of ACT plates using K’s highway? and then pressure ACT/C’wealth 

govts for fair share  contribution. 

-continue survey black spots from road users. i see a dangerous wrong camber 

between Nelligen and Bay on a r.h curve with a large spotted gum looming." 

Antony 

Wood 

"It is hard to believe that the Braidwood Poplars are again/still under threat from the 

RTA. The simplistic notion that clear felling the landscape will provide a safe 

environment for vehicles needs to be questioned. Edna Walling in her book ‘Country 

Roads’ asserts roadside planting provides enjoyment and relaxation while driving 
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instead of the monotony, fatigue and boredom of a slashed through highway. The 

barren highway is said to induce excessive speed, inattention and accidents.  

A very relevant quote by Edna Walling is that ‘The roadside is the Front Garden of the 

Nation’ Road-makers display their intelligence and experience by displaying a 

minimum of destruction. 

The trees on the outskirts of Braidwood are virtually irreplaceable (and may I suggest 

may even save lives). The Golden poplars are not a tree that establish and thrive in 

our current climate and should not simply be removed in the hope the action may 

improve accident outcomes.  

I was involved in planting the new trees closer to the fence line, the lack of results of 

which reinforces the madness of any destruction of existing trees. Even though I would 

not recommend it for our climate, if it is planted, like all trees it needs attention in the 

early years, a 100% death rate is not acceptable. Many children were involved in the 

new plantings which clearly were a very low priority for the council. 

The solution to the RTA ‘problem’ is simple, lower speed or my preferred option, 

Bypass." 

Ray Leggott "I love the down-to-earth commonsense comments in the majority of the feedback. It’s 

really heartening. In my experience, there’s too few overtaking lanes between 

Canberra and Bateman’s Bay which leads to very erratic and risky behaviour. I think 

this manifests itself on the approaches to Braidwood. Removing trees is not an option, 

larger speeds signs, a review of their placement and audible lines on the road 

shoulders are all affordable and immediate options. Crash barriers on the town 

approaches would prevent people leaving the road and crashing into objects as well." 

Wendy 

McMahon-

Bell 

"Thank you to the RTA for the recent forum held in Braidwood. ( Must say you all 

looked very smart in your corporate navy polos.)  I was genuinely interested in the 

results of RTA research ruling out the implications of various factors, such as wet 

roads, as causes of accidents immediately to the north and east of Braidwood. 

 

I don’t believe there was a Braidwood resident present who was convinced that speed 

was not an issue as emphasised by the RTA.  The fatalities might not have involved a 

driver exceeding the speed limit, but obviously, 

* The allowable speed is too high near trees & town    

* The speed is great enough for drivers to be killed. 



 

Roadside hazards on the Kings Highway near Braidwood   48 
Online forum transcript 

Name   Comments 

  (Yes, a driver can be killed at 40km, but surely it’s 

  much more likely, and with less chance of last minute 

  correction at 100km.)   

* It is probably the same speed the driver had been doing 

  for many kilometres. 

 

A slower speed limit on the stretches in question should be ONE OF A NUMBER OF 

STRATEGIES to INCREASE DRIVER ALERTNESS. 

Everyone agreed with the RTA that human error has been the principal cause of the 

accidents. LET’S HAVE MEASURES TO INCREASE DRIVER ALERTNESS . Many 

examples of such measures have already been suggested by myself and others." 

Ian "It would not surprise me if after all the consultation and the amount of support to keep 

the trees they still get removed. I hope not! Sure something has to be done to try and 

stop the accidents on these two stretches of the Highway but, remove the trees? I 

don’t agree. As suggested by lots of people the RTA could put down some rumble 

strips, put up some form of guardrail where Mona Creek is close to the road and put up 

some warning signs (eg Fatigue Zone) for starters. Then they could focus their efforts 

on improving the stretch of road West of Northangera Road through to the overtaking 

lane just before the top of the Clyde Mountain. This section of road is narrow, 

demands concentration and has “obstacles” a damn sight closer to the road than the 

areas in question. The drive all the way from the Bay to near Braidwood requires 

concentration and patience. By reducing the stress and fatigue placed on drivers will 

almost certainly reduce the amount of accidents in the process." 

Steven 

Hockey 

"Sadly all my life living in Braidwood there has been more then five people killed by 

hitting these trees, speed is only the problem when cars are getting closer to the 

township, fatigue by most accounts appears to be more the problem and by installing 

audible markings on the road way that may wake the sleepy driver so I don’t think 

speed is the issue. If RTA installed guard rail or wire rope safety barriers that would be 

a quick and cheaper way of saving more lives, and do it now before the Christmas 

rush starts." 

Cheryl 

Raper 

"Having lived on the corner of Solus St & the Kings H’way for 30 years, I have lost 

count of the number of vehicles that have missed the corner and ended up in my front 

yard, at least 3 or 4 a week. 
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That was until the RTA seriously addressed the mounting problem and 1) widened the 

line markings into the corner, and 2) placed 45km signage north of the corner. This 

has made a huge difference, we did not think it would, but now we only have “uninvited 

vehicles” come off the corner once or twice a month. 

 

The reason for telling you this is that if the avenue of trees to the north of B’wood are 

removed, and “god forbid” an overtaking lane is put in, this corner would become a 

“death trap” as it is the first serious 90 degree angle corner for at least 80k’s 

 

If nothing else the avenue of trees announces to the motorist that a town or something 

is coming-up. Please REDUCE the speed limit AT the SHOW GROUNDS to 50km, 

place clear Town signage there and possibly Show Grounds & Racecourse signage, 

by then motorists will be aware of the town coming up. 

 

If fatigue on the journey from Canberra/Sydney is the problem, surely this road speed 

and signage will help to alert the drivers to a new environment,  historic BRAIDWOOD. 

 

Mrs Cheryl Raper" 

mark "My issue is when coming back from Batemans bay heading towards Braidwood. 

 

When you get over the Clyde Mountain, you get that little divided road overtaking 

opportunity, than from there there’s no divided road for over taking till you reach 

Braidwood. That’s around 20kms of road where you can be stuck behind a very slow 

vehicle and traffic just piles up behind you! When you get the chance to overtake 

normally you have cars coming the opposite way, people tend to get frustrated and 

take a bigger risk in over taking course by this! 

I can’t believe there hasn’t been more accidents on the kings highway when you go 

past the Mongo turn off section. The road is very narrow; a truck each way there’s not 

much room! the edge of the bitumen will catch the front wheel and take you off the 

road. 

That whole 90km zone area past Mongo needs to be looked at. Widen/straighten! At 

night in fog/mist rain cars coming the other way, it is terrible! 

When you come to the cutting near Mongarlowe river/ bridge that needs to be open 

up/widen. 
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More dedicated rest area’s is needed!" 

Diana Hill Thank you to the RTA for the opportunity to provide comment.  

I consider the poplars a valuable part of the landscape of the Braidwood area. Please 

retain the trees. Speed limit to 60km would be preferable with signage that 

communicates the problem and reason for limit. A long term tree replacement program 

should be started also with trees set further back from roadway. 

Lis "As a long-time resident of Braidwood, I would like to see both a reduction of the speed 

limit to 80kph and ripple strips on the side of the road, at least trialled in both locations 

on the Kings Highway, before a decision is made regarding the fate of the trees." 

Mary 

Appleby 

"Let’s tackle the underlying causes of these tragic and far too frequent accidents. 

Before a vehicle makes an impact with a poplar, culvert, fence or power pole, there is 

a loss of control of that vehicle. I travelled daily on the northern stretch of the highway 

for several years, and still average several trips per week. Too many (most) vehicles 

travel at excessive speed, and there is rarely a day without seeing an instance of truly 

reckless driving (e.g. passing on double lines). Having travelled this stretch while 

combining work, study and family commitments, I know that I and I’m sure many other 

commuters are driving with fairly significant driver fatigue. These seem to be the main 

causes of accidents. The faster a vehicle travels, the greater the risk of loss of control, 

the fewer defensive options, and the greater the force of impact with any object in its 

path. Even if all the poplars, power poles, fences, kangaroos etc. were removed from 

the highway, there would be accidents involving vehicles colliding with something - 

likely as not another vehicle. Surely sacrificing something of great beauty in the 

landscape, put there by local people who care for and love this environment, 

something which provides much-needed interest in the motorist’s landscape, habitat 

for birds, bats and possums, and even carbon fixing is a step too far. Let’s slow down, 

enjoy the landscape, appreciate the town and respect the safety of its inhabitants and 

other highway users. Safety barriers and ripple strip sound like great ideas. Reducing 

speed (which demonstrably reduces accident numbers and severity)on Braidwood’s 

outskirts (either an extension of the 60kmh zone or an intermediary 80kmh zone)is 

needed now. As a driver, I find changes in driving conditions keeps me alert - different 

speed zones are a good example. If any or all of this is too hard, then for God’s sake 

bypass Braidwood. I’m not willing to have the place I love destroyed by Vogons." 

angelo rossi "How many vehicles have passed the much loved trees on the approaches to 
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Braidwood without incident in the period 1 June 2004 to 31 may 2011 ? Lots! Nobody 

wants to see loss of life on the roads, driving is inherently dangerous, these are facts 

of life, remove all roadside dangers? Impossible. rta is barking up the wrong tree!" 

Ben 

Gleeson 

"I think comments have been very constructive. Haven’t seen any calling for the nth-

west poplar trees to be removed. I think this issue shows a clear divergence of 

perspectives; to commuters and the RTA the trees are a problem and a threat to the 

highway; to residents it seems the RTA and the highway are a threat to aspects of our 

home here in Braidwood. I note Alex Rae’s comments about ‘back street runners’ 

speeding through our town; are pedestrians around our pre-school, St Bede’s primary 

school, the hospital and aged care facility to be considered threats to the safe passage 

of these drivers?  

 

Can’t see that removing the trees should be the first response. This would represent 

pretty blinkered thinking amounting to “trees are a problem, ergo remove trees”.  

 

There’s been nearly ninety online responses from a town and region of a few 

thousand, many of whom don’t have a computer or internet; that’s a pretty high 

participation rate! And shows a level of community concern that Braidwood should 

surely be famous for.  

 

It seems only reasonable given the public outcry that the RTA should trial some other 

measures before removing trees. There have been plenty of suggestions why not try 

just one of these first? Why not try two, or three, or four of them? 

 

The worst outcome would be to have our trees bulldozed today and then the town 

bypassed a few years hence anyway. 

 

Thanks to RTA and the individuals involved for the consultation process." 

David 

Jenssen 

"The Macquarie Dictionary in its definition of hazard quotes: “a potential source of 

harm, injury or difficulty”. As an example it cites: “the motor car has become a major 

hazard in modern life”. A tree is defined as: “a plant having a permanent, woody, self-

supporting main stem or trunk, usually developing branches at some distance from the 

ground”.  
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A car colliding with a tree, even to the most simple ob server, would constitute an 

outcome directly linked to inappropriate human behaviour. In the specific case of the 

Braidwood Kings Highway trees, they seem to have fallen victim to a disproportionate 

amount of inappropriate human behaviour. This prompts me to make the following 

observations and suggestions: 

 

- South bound traffic is encouraged to increase speed to the North of Braidwood 

through the provision of an overtaking lane. Overtaking for what purpose? Immediately 

following, the road narrows and is tree lined while the 100km speed limit still applies. In 

less than 2 kms drivers are required to slow to 60km at the Nerriga Road turn-off, prior 

to encountering a 45km left-hand bend as they enter the township. At this point, the 

speed restriction reduces to 50km and 40km for the school zone. Why then do we 

encourage drivers to overtake slower vehicles in the overtaking lane North of town?  

 

I suggest that it would make more sense to reverse the direction of the overtaking lane 

to enable traffic heading North out of town to be better serviced by its availability. 

 

- The 100km speed zone outside the Braidwood Showground (between Deloraine 

Lane and the Nerriga turn-off) would seem to be inappropriate given the potential 

conflict between traffic and Showground usage.  

 

I believe that by sending more appropriate messages to driver’s South bund, we can 

maintain the visual environment (enhanced by the trees) and potentially reduce traffic 

incidents.  

 

Firstly, move the Braidwood township sign from its current position North of Glenmore 

Road, to the corner of Deloraine Lane. The message to drivers would be that the are 

entering the Braidwood township and should drive accordingly.  

 

Secondly, extend the 60km zone to Deloraine Lane from its current location (Glenmore 

Road). This would effectively require the traffic to reduce speed over a distance of 

1.4km. Given the subsequent requirements to adhere to 45, 50 and 40km zones within 

the township this would not seem to be unreasonable. 
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In summary, the current relationship between the highway design, speed signs and the 

Braidwood township can be redefined. Currently, there is an ambiguity between the 

opportunity to overtake, increase speed and drive dangerously on the Northern 

approach to the town and the reality which requires drivers to reduce speed and drive 

cautiously as they enter the township. By redefining the town’s entry point at Deloraine 

Lane and imposing a 60km speed limit at that point, the message to drivers is 

unequivocal. I believe a similar approach/methodology can be applied to the Eastern 

approach to Braidwood." 

Sandro 

Rossi 

"As other commenter’s have asked, please at least trial a guard rail or safety wire 

system around the existing poplars before rushing into a hasty and irreversible 

decision that would destroy the valued and highly recognisable approach to 

Braidwood. Perhaps the option of planting a new row of trees set back further from the 

road, and removing the existing trees when the new ones have reached a suitable 

maturity will provide for a long term solution that addresses current concerns whilst 

seeking to retain the identity of the approach to Braidwood. Whilst I support the 

lowering of the speed limit in the affected area unfortunately that does nothing to 

appease those who aggressively overtake there at the moment, causing many 

dangerous situations, and indeed perhaps would exacerbate this problem." 

Antony 

Wood 

"The RTA seems to be the problem, just get on with it and lower the speed limit.  

   “Let no man say, and say it to your shame, 

    That all was beauty here until you came.”" 

 


