
What is the preferred option for the Nowra Bridge project? 

The preferred option is considered to be the most cost effective and balanced proposal as it 
addresses the objectives of the project, meets the expectations of key stakeholders and the 
community and ensures that long term planning for the Princes Highway is not 
compromised. 

The preferred option includes: 

• A new four lane northbound bridge immediately to the west of the existing bridge 
crossings 

• Reconfiguration of the existing northbound concrete bridge to carry southbound 
traffic 

• Intersection upgrades at Bolong Road and Illaroo Road 
• An upgrade of the Bridge Road intersection to a T-intersection with no access to 

Pleasant way 
• A new Pleasant Way intersection further to the south with all turning movements 

allowed 
• Keeping the old southbound bridge for adaptive reuse such as a shared 

pedestrian and cyclist path. 

What are the key benefits of the preferred option?  

The preferred option would: 

• Improve safety, capacity and efficiency across the Shoalhaven River at Nowra 
• Improve freight movements and access to the South Coast of NSW 
• Better traffic flow now and into the future 
• Improve pedestrian connectivity and access to the foreshore 
• Preserve the heritage of the old southbound bridge  
• Provide infrastructure for the future 

How long is the preferred option on display for?  

The preferred option will be on display from Monday 19 February 2018 to Friday 23 March 
2018. 

Was future population growth considered? 

The traffic modelling considered the impact future traffic growth will have on the Nowra and 
Bomaderry road network. 

How will the preferred option address the current traffic issues experienced? 

The preferred option provides additional lanes on Illaroo Road as well as the Princes 
Highway. Providing the additional lanes and relocating the intersections of Bridge Road and 
Pleasant Way further south along the highway will improve the capacity of the roads allowing 
for improved travel times. 

  



How can I get more information or give feedback on the preferred option? 

The community is invited to view the preferred option and talk with the project team by 
dropping into a number of community pop-up sessions: 

• Stockland Nowra 
Thursday 1 and Saturday 3 March 2018 
11am – 3pm 

• North Nowra Shops 
Thursday 8 and Saturday 10 March 2018 
11am – 3pm 

• Nowra School of Arts Annex 
Saturday 17 March 2018 
10am – 1pm 

• Community display locations 
More information on the preferred option is available at unstaffed displays at the 
following locations: 

o Shoalhaven City Council 
o Nowra Library 
o TAFE NSW Nowra 

You can also submit your feedback by: 

• Calling 1800 331 713 
• Sending an email to NowraBridgeProject@rms.nsw.gov.au  
• Complete the survey at rms.nsw.gov.au/nowrabridge 
• Mailing to PO Box 477, Wollongong NSW  

How will my feedback be used? 

Feedback received will be considered to finalise the concept design and prepare 
environmental assessment for the project. 

How was the preferred option selected?  

The location of the new bridge to the west of the existing crossing was investigated and 
confirmed in 2014. Since then, the project team developed and assessed over 39 
combinations of options for upgrades at the Illaroo Road, Bolong Road and Bridge Road 
/Pleasant Way. These options were assessed against a number of criteria including 
environmental and property impacts and urban design.  

Traffic modelling was also an important part of the decision making process, not only to 
ensure options resulted in time savings now and in the future, but also to test different 
combinations of the intersection upgrades to see which ones would work together. The 
preferred option was selected because it was found to provide the best balance between 
travel time savings, value for money and reducing impacts than other options.  

More information on the decision making process is available in the Nowra Bridge Project 
Preferred Options Report available on the website. 

mailto:NowraBridgeProject@rms.nsw.gov.au


Will the preferred option cope during peak holiday traffic? 

The preferred option provides additional lanes on the highway as well as on key local roads 
such as Illaroo Road.  This, as well as the relocation of Bridge Road and Pleasant Way will 
make moving on the highway between Bolong Road and Pleasant Way more efficient 
compared to the current conditions, including during holiday periods. 

Why doesn’t the preferred option include grade separated structures such as 
flyovers? 

The project team considered a number of grade separated intersection options as part of the 
options development process. However when assessed, the traffic benefits were not 
significantly greater than those modelled for the preferred option and had greater impacts on 
environment, property cost and urban design.  

How many lanes will the northbound bridge have? 

The new northbound bridge would have four traffic lanes which is an additional lane 
compared to the current arrangement. The bridge would include a dedicated left turn lane 
into Illaroo Road.  

How many lanes will the southbound bridge have? 

The existing concrete bridge will be reconfigured to carry southbound traffic and will have 
three traffic lanes which is an additional lane compared to the current arrangement.  

Why is the access to Pleasant Way being relocated? 

Relocating the Bridge Road intersection further to the south would provide more storage 
space for southbound motorists turning right off the Princes Highway. Unfortunately a right 
turn into Pleasant Way at this location would not be possible. To address this, Pleasant Way 
would be relocated further south along the Princes Highway. The new T-intersection would 
allow all movements out of and into Pleasant Way from the Princes Highway. 

Does relocating Pleasant Way mean more cars passing my house? 

Building a new Pleasant Way intersection would mean vehicles would access the Princes 
Highway at a new location. For some houses this means additional cars may drive past. The 
number of vehicles using Pleasant Way is currently low and the project is not expected to 
increase these numbers. 

I am concerned my property may be impacted by the preferred option, who do I speak 
to? 

The project team understand that this can be a difficult and uncertain time and would be 
happy to talk to you about potential impacts to your property. Please feel free to contact the 
project team at one of the drop in sessions or on 1800 331 713 or 
nowrabridgeproject@rms.gov.au  

  

mailto:nowrabridgeproject@rms.gov.au


When will the Nowra Bridge project be built? 

There is currently no funding committed to build the Nowra Bridge project, so the timeframe 
for construction is unknown.   

Funding has been committed to finalise the planning and development of the project so it is 
ready to build if and when funding for construction becomes available.  

How long will the Nowra Bridge project take to build? 

Construction of the Nowra Bridge project is expected to be complex given its location on the 
Princes Highway and the volume of traffic passing through this location daily. Exact timing 
for construction has not been confirmed, however the project team anticipates that it may 
take around two to three years to build. 

This is a busy area, what happens to traffic during construction? 

We are continuing investigations and planning to determine the best method to minimise 
impacts on traffic during construction.  

What will happen to the old bridge when the new bridge is built? 

Roads and Maritime propose to keep and maintain the old southbound bridge for adaptive 
reuse such as a pedestrian and cyclist path. 

What kind of investigations were done to finalise the decision on the old bridge? 

Roads and Maritime looked into the short and long term maintenance needs of the old 
southbound bridge as well as carrying out a number of heritage studies.  This has been a 
complex process and has included independent reviews of all of the available information.  

What are the next steps? 

Now that we have a preferred option, the project team will further develop the design 
including pedestrian connectivity, urban design features and access to the foreshore, bridge 
design and final layout of intersections. We will also progress a number of activities that will 
help with the environmental assessment for the project.  

The community will have an opportunity to comment on the environmental assessment for 
the project along with an updated design. This is expected to be ready for public display in 
2018.  

The timing of construction is not confirmed and is dependent on planning approval and 
funding availability.  

  



OTHER ISSUES IN NOWRA 

The highway is busy north and south of the bridge, are there plans to fix these 
problems? 

Roads and Maritime has a number of projects underway to help improve travel times through 
the Nowra / Bomaderry area. As well as the Nowra Bridge project, an upgrade to the 
Cambewarra Road roundabout at Bomaderry to improve traffic flow has been completed. A 
traffic and transport strategy for the highway through Nowra and Bomaderry is also being 
developed and is a key step in developing a future vision for the highway and surrounding 
local road network. 

Are there plans to bypass Nowra? 

There are currently no plans for a Nowra Bypass. As part of early investigations for a new 
bridge, the project team considered a Nowra bypass to help improve traffic conditions 
through Nowra. These investigations found that about 90 per cent of daily traffic using the 
current crossings of the Shoalhaven River were performing local movements (people who 
had an origin or destination within Nowra) and so would not be likely to use a bypass 

Are there plans for a future railway corridor across the Shoalhaven River? 

Transport for NSW advises there are no plans at this stage to extend the rail line across the 
Shoalhaven River into Nowra.  


