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Executive summary 
 

The Issues Report provides a summary of issues raised by the community and stakeholders during the 

development phase of the Lanyon Drive and Tompsitt Drive intersection improvement project at 

Jerrabomberra. 

The intersection of Tompsitt Drive and Lanyon Drive in Jerrabomberra is located on one of the major access 

routes between Queanbeyan and the Australian Capital Territory. 

This intersection features a roundabout with dual lanes on each approach and a left slip lane on the west 

bound approach. The intersection is currently performing poorly with motorists experiencing traffic delays and 

queuing, particularly during peak times. 

Key issues raised by the community included: 

 Concerns that traffic lights may increase congestion  

 Concerns regarding three left turn lanes merging into two lanes  

 A preference for the existing roundabout to be retained.  

Additional investigations have been carried out in response to these issues and the findings were 

considered in finalising the detailed design for the project. 

The community also provided feedback on the following: 

 Keeping the intersection open during construction 

 Preference for the design to include free flowing slip lanes from Tompsitt Drive into Lanyon Drive 

 Perceived challenges and safety concerns associated with cyclists crossing the road near the 
existing roundabout. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Background 

Roads and Maritime Services is currently investigating an intersection upgrade at Tompsitt Drive and 

Lanyon Drive, Jerrabomberra to help improve traffic flow and reduce delays. 

The intersection of Tompsitt Drive and Lanyon Drive in Jerrabomberra is located on one of the major 

access routes between Queanbeyan and the Australian Capital Territory. 

This intersection features a roundabout with dual lanes on each approach and a left slip lane on the west 

bound approach. The intersection is currently performing poorly with motorists experiencing traffic delays 

and queuing, particularly during peak times. 

To determine the most effective design for the improvements we have been carrying out investigations 

including collection of traffic counts, ground and utility surveys, geotechnical investigations and detailed 

traffic modelling with consideration of expected growth in and around the area. 

Our objectives for the project are:  

 Reduced queuing being experienced by motorists during peak times 

 Reduced traffic delays for motorists travelling through the intersection 

 Improved road safety at this intersection 

 Provide for future traffic growth. 

 

1.2. The proposal 

The preliminary concept design for the intersection upgrade has been prepared and involves replacement 

of the existing roundabout with traffic lights to reduce traffic congestion and cater for future traffic growth. 
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2. Consultation approach 

2.1. Consultation objectives 

We consulted with the community during July 2017 on the preferred option for the intersection upgrade, to 

provide an update on the project and gain feedback from local residents and stakeholders. 

 

2.2. How consultation was carried out 

Community members were encouraged to attend information sessions to gain more information and ask 

questions of the project team. Our key consultation tools are listed below: 

Table 1 

Consultation tool Details 

Local media  
 

 Media release issued by Local MP, John Barilaro, on 20 
July 2017 

Community update newsletter   Delivered to residents in Jerrabomberra  

 Direct mailed to council and community groups in the local 
area  

Webpage   Project webpage with latest project information including 
community update newsletter  

Information sessions   Shopping centre displays held at Jerrabomberra Village on 
Friday 21 July from 3pm to 7pm and Saturday 22 July from 
9am to 12pm 

 Around 80 people visited the staffed displays  

Static poster display   Project posters were on display during July at 
Jerrabomberra Village shopping centre and Jerrabomberra 
Community Centre  

Stakeholder briefings  Queanbeyan Palerang Regional Council  

 Executive members of Jerrabomberra Residents 
Association 
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3. Issues summary 

3.1. Overview 

We distributed around 2,600 letters to the local area and key stakeholders inviting the community to attend 
information sessions and learn more about the project.  

During the two information sessions we spoke to around 80 people. The majority of people we spoke to 

(around 70 per cent) were in support of the project.  

A further six email submissions were received following the community information sessions and letterbox 

drop. 

The main issues that were raised throughout the consultation process are included in the below table, in no 

particular order, along with a summary response to each issue. 

Table 2 
Issue category  Issues raised Roads and Maritime response  

Traffic lights Concerns that traffic lights will 
increase congestion rather than 
reduce it and will inhibit traffic 
flow at the intersection during 
non-peak periods 
 

 Phasing of traffic lights is carefully 
considered and can be programmed to 
provide more green time to the 
movements with the greatest demand. 
This will result in congestion being 
better managed at the intersection 
during peak times. 

 Outside peak times, it is recognised that 
motorists may need to stop for a red 
light when they otherwise would have 
been able to proceed through the 
roundabout. While this may result in 
some minor inconvenience at times, the 
intersection upgrade has been 
assessed as having positive overall 
benefits in terms of traffic efficiency, 
travel time savings and road safety. 

Slip lanes A  preference was indicated for 
the design to include free 
flowing slip lanes from Tompsitt 
Drive into Lanyon Drive 

 Traffic modelling showed that options 
with either single or dual left slip lanes 
from Tompsitt Drive did not function 
adequately into the future.  

 Free flowing slip lanes would not 
provide adequate places for 
pedestrians or cyclists to cross.  

 Slip lanes on this corner would impact 
heavily on underground services, 
require the existing heavy vehicle 
inspection bay to be relocated and 
would result in the existing access point 
for the adjacent residential property 
being inaccessible. 

Construction 
impact 

Concerns around keeping the 
intersection open during 
construction 

 Minimising impact on peak traffic flows 
during construction will be a key focus 
for this project and traffic management 
plans will be a consideration during the 
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Issue category  Issues raised Roads and Maritime response  

construction tender evaluation process.  

 While it is likely that a reduced speed 
limit will be required throughout the 
duration of work to ensure the safety of 
road users and workers, it is expected 
that activities which are more likely to 
impact traffic flows will be undertaken 
outside peak travel times and 
scheduled at night and on weekends 
where possible. 

Roundabout A preference was indicated  for 
the existing roundabout to be 
retained 

 Significant consideration was given to 
modifications that would be required to 
retain the existing roundabout. This 
entailed the modelling of over 12 
layouts with the subsequent analysis 
indicating that removal of the 
roundabout and installing traffic lights is 
the best option to meet current and 
future needs as demand increases into 
the future.  

 Retaining the existing roundabout 
prevents the opportunity to provide 
signalised crossing points for 
pedestrians and cyclists at this location. 

Merge lane Concerns regarding three left 
turn lanes merging into two 
lanes  

 The project site is constrained due to 
close proximity of an existing road 
bridge and the NSW state border.   

 Detailed traffic analysis indicated that 
the current design providing three lanes 
on the Tompsitt Drive approach would 
enable a greater number of vehicles to 
make the left turn on the green phase of 
the traffic lights, resulting in reduced 
queue lengths for this approach.    

Cyclists Crossing the road near the 
roundabout with current traffic 
volumes was considered to be 
challenging and unsafe 

 Movement of cyclists through the 
intersection has been carefully 
considered throughout the design 
process of the project. 

 The intersection upgrade will include 
signalised crossings with combined 
cyclist / pedestrian lanterns enabling 
cyclists to cross at these points without 
the need to dismount from their 
bicycles. 

Right turn from 
Tompsitt Drive 

Concerns that one right turn bay 
from Tompsitt Drive to Lanyon 
Drive is insufficient during peak 
times  

 Modelling of current and predicted 
traffic volumes indicate that one turning 
bay is sufficient to meet the demands 
for the right turn movement from 
Tompsitt Drive to Lanyon Drive now 
and into the future. 

3.2. Next steps 



 

8  Lanyon Drive and Tompsitt Drive intersection improvements – Issues report 

Additional investigations have been carried out in response to the issues raised and the findings have been 

used in finalising the detailed design for the project. 

The next steps for the project will be preparation of technical specifications and calling tenders for 

construction of the intersection upgrade. 

We will continue to keep the community informed during the next phase of the project and will provide 

updates via the project webpage and media releases. 
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