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This report has been prepared by GHD for Roads and Maritime Services and may only be used and relied 
on by Roads and Maritime Services for the purpose agreed between GHD and the Roads and Maritime 
Services as set out in section 1.2 of this report. 

GHD otherwise disclaims responsibility to any person other than Roads and Maritime Services arising in 
connection with this report. GHD also excludes implied warranties and conditions, to the extent legally 
permissible. 

The services undertaken by GHD in connection with preparing this report were limited to those specifically 
detailed in the report and are subject to the scope limitations set out in the report.  

The opinions, conclusions and any recommendations in this report are based on conditions encountered 
and information reviewed at the date of preparation of the report.  GHD has no responsibility or obligation 
to update this report to account for events or changes occurring subsequent to the date that the report was 
prepared. 

The opinions, conclusions and any recommendations in this report are based on assumptions made by 
GHD: 

 The impact footprint of the proposal would be as presented in this report. 
 The safeguards and management measures detailed in chapter 5 would be implemented.  

 GHD disclaims liability arising from any of the assumptions being incorrect. 

GHD has prepared this report on the basis of information provided by Roads and Maritime Services, which 
GHD has not independently verified or checked beyond the agreed scope of work. GHD does not accept 
liability in connection with such unverified information, including errors and omissions in the report which 
were caused by errors or omissions in that information. 
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Executive summary 
This report is subject to, and must be read in conjunction with, the limitations set out above and 
the assumptions and qualifications contained throughout the report. 

The proposal 

Roads and Maritime Services propose to construct a new four lane road-over-rail bridge on the 
Olympic Highway at Kapooka. The proposal would also include realigning about 2.7 kilometres 
of the Olympic Highway and upgrading the Olympic Highway/Camp Access Road intersection. 

The main features of the proposal include: 

 Construction of a new four-lane road-over-rail bridge on the Olympic Highway. The new 
bridge would span the Sydney to Melbourne Rail Line about 460 metres north of the 

existing bridge. It would have three spans. It would be 21 metres wide and 99 metres in 
length. The bridge would provide a minimum clearance of 7.1 metres above the rail line. 

 Construction of about 2.7 kilometres of realigned Olympic Highway north and south of the 

proposed bridge. 

 Construction of an upgraded Olympic Highway/Camp Access Road intersection. 

 Realignment of Camp Access Road at the new Olympic Highway intersection. 

 Construction of about 560 metres of off-road shared bicycle and pedestrian pathway 
crossing the proposed bridge. 

The proposal also includes ancillary permanent and temporary features for traffic management, 

pedestrian access, stormwater management, wildlife movement, noise attenuation, landscaping 
and weather monitoring. 

The proposal would be constructed in four stages over about 18 months. There would be no 

works associated with the existing road-over-rail bridge as part of the proposal. 

Need for the proposal 

The existing two lane bridge over the Sydney to Melbourne Rail Line at Kapooka was built in 
1880. The approaches to the bridge require vehicles to negotiate sharp turns at either end. As 

such, the approaches do not meet current network safety and design standards. As well, the 
bridge poses restrictions to traffic on the Olympic Highway, particularly for higher productivity 
heavy vehicles. 

The proposal is required to meet current network safety and design standards, remove 
restrictions to traffic and improve road safety. 

Relevant matters of national environmental significance 

Following submission of the referral for the proposal (GHD 2013c) to the Department of the 

Environment (DoE), DoE requested that the preliminary documentation address impacts to the 
following matters listed under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act): 

 White Box Yellow Box Blakely's Red Gum Woodland (Box-Gum Woodland) (listed as an 
endangered ecological community under the EPBC Act). 

 The Superb Parrot (Polytelis swainsonii) (listed as vulnerable under the EPBC Act). 

 The Squirrel Glider (Petaurus norfolcensis) population on Commonwealth land in the 
Kapooka Military Area. The Wagga Wagga local government area population of the 
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Squirrel Glider is listed under the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (TSC 
Act) as endangered. There is the potential for an indirect impact on the environment of 
Commonwealth land through the fragmentation of the habitat of the local population. 

Surveys of the ecological community and species have been undertaken in the study area and 
locality by specialists in each field. Habitat for each of the matters is present in the locality and 
region. High quality habitat is present in the study area. 

Impacts 

Box-Gum Woodland 

The proposal has the potential to affect Box-Gum Woodland primarily through: 

 Loss of vegetation. 

 Fragmentation of habitat. 

 Spread of weeds. 

The proposal is likely to have a significant impact on the ecological community because the 
proposal would: 

 Result in a significant reduction in the extent of the ecological community. 

 Fragment the ecological community. 

 Adversely affect habitat critical to the survival of the ecological community. 

 Assist invasive species that are harmful to the listed ecological community, to become 
established. 

 Interfere with the recovery of the ecological community. 

Superb Parrot 

The proposal has the potential to affect the Superb Parrot primarily through loss of habitat. The 
proposal would be unlikely to have a significant impact on the Superb Parrot primarily due to: 

 The proposed removal of habitat being small in relation to the area of surrounding habitat 

in the locality. 

 The mobility of the species. 

 The proposal being unlikely to significantly fragment habitat for the species. 

 The proposal being unlikely to affect breeding habitat for the species. 

Squirrel Glider 

The proposal has the potential to affect the Squirrel Glider primarily through: 

 Loss of habitat. 

 Fragmentation of habitat. 

The proposal would be unlikely to have a significant impact on the Squirrel Glider population on 
Commonwealth land primarily because: 

 The proposed removal of habitat for the Squirrel Glider is small in relation to the area of 
surrounding habitat in the locality.  

 The barrier effect of the proposal can be mitigated by installing crossing structures 

(rope/canopy bridges) at appropriate locations across the Olympic Highway.  
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Proposed avoidance, management and mitigation measures 

Adverse environmental effects will be minimised wherever possible through the implementation 
of avoidance, management and mitigation measures outlined in this preliminary documentation. 

The primary measures to minimise ecological impacts include: 

 Connectivity mitigation. 

 Implementation of exclusion zones. 

 Protection and short term replacement of hollows. 

 Staged felling of hollow-bearing trees. 

 Revegetation and provision of habitat. 

 Soil and water quality safeguards and management measures. 

A range of other measures will also be implemented. 

Proposed biodiversity offsets 

A biodiversity offset strategy was prepared (GHD 2013e, provided in Appendix B) to provide 

biodiversity offsets to compensate for impacts arising from the project on threatened species 
and ecological communities listed under the EPBC Act and the NSW TSC Act. 

The biodiversity offset strategy for the project comprises the conservation and management of a 

biodiversity offset site, which would be conserved under a conservation land title covenant 
under the NSW Nature Conservation Trust Act 2001. 

The biodiversity offset site is known to provide habitat for Box-Gum Woodland and the Superb 

Parrot, and is likely to provide habitat for the Squirrel Glider. 

The offset strategy is consistent with the key principles set out in the EPBC Act Environmental 
Offsets Policy (DSEWPaC 2012). 

Social and economic impacts 

Positive impacts 

The proposal would have a positive socio-economic impact by improving road safety for 
motorists and heavy vehicles on the Olympic Highway. The removal of the risk of heavy 
vehicles rolling over onto the rail line would also benefit rail safety. 

The proposal would remove the restrictions to traffic posed by the existing bridge and 
approaches. Higher mass limit vehicles would be able to use Kapooka section of the Olympic 
Highway as a result. This would provide economic benefits for industries relying on road freight. 

Negative impacts 

The proposal would permanently acquire 9.5 hectares of private land zoned for primary 
production. For most of the properties the areas to be acquired are relatively small. The 
proposal would cause some disruption to traffic using the Olympic Highway and Camp Access 

Road during construction. 

Other approvals and conditions 

The proposal will require the concurrence of the Director-General of the NSW Office of 
Environment and Heritage due to likely significant impacts on Box-Gum Woodland. A species 

impact statement has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Director-
General and Division 2 of Part 6 of the TSC Act. It is anticipated that the concurrence of the 
Director-General would be subject to conditions. 
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