
Grey-headed Flying-fox – Assessment of Significance 

The Grey-headed Flying-fox is the largest Australian bat, with a head and body length of 23 - 29 cm. It has dark grey 

fur on the body, lighter grey fur on the head and a russet collar encircling the neck. The wing membranes are black 

and the wingspan can be up to 1 m. It can be distinguished from other flying-foxes by the leg fur, which extends to 

the ankle. 

Grey-headed Flying-foxes are generally found within 200 km of the eastern coast of Australia, from Rockhampton in 

Queensland to Adelaide in South Australia. In times of natural resource shortages, they may be found in unusual 

locations. 

The species occurs in subtropical and temperate rainforests, tall sclerophyll forests and woodlands, heaths and 

swamps as well as urban gardens and cultivated fruit crops. Roosting camps are generally located within 20 km of a 

regular food source and are commonly found in gullies, close to water, in vegetation with a dense canopy. Roosting 

camps in Sydney are known from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Gordon, Cabramatta Creek and Centennial Park. 

Additional smaller roots occur in association with densely vegetated watercourses. Individuals can travel up to 50 

km from the camp to forage; commuting distances are more often than 20 km to forage on the nectar and pollen of 

native trees, in particular Eucalyptus, Melaleuca and Banksia, and fruits of rainforest trees and vines. 

 

Three records of the Grey-headed Flying-fox exist on the OEH Bionet Atlas within a two kilometre radius of the site. 

It is considered likely that the species would utilise trees and shrubs occurring within the site as an occasional 

foraging resource. 

 

a) In the case of a threatened species, whether the action proposed is likely to have an adverse effect on 

the life cycle of the species such that a viable local population of the species is likely to be placed at risk 

of extinction. 

The proposal is not considered likely to impact on any breeding or roosting habitat for the species. The 25 trees 

proposed to be removed constitute occasional foraging habitat for the species, impacts to which are not considered 

likely to have an adverse effect on the life cycle of the species such that a local population would no longer be viable. 

Numerous street trees, including species of the genus Ficus, occur within surrounding streets and within St Lukes 

and Cintra Parks, immediately north of the proposal. Additionally, similar tree species will be replanted following 

construction works, ensuring that long-term foraging resources are available for the species.  

b) In the case of an endangered population, whether the action proposed is likely to have an adverse effect 

on the life cycle of the species that constitutes the endangered population such that a viable local 

population of the species is likely to be placed at risk of extinction. 

Not applicable  

 

c) In the case of an endangered ecological community or critically endangered ecological community, 

whether the action proposed:  

(i) is likely to have an adverse effect on the extent of the ecological community such that its local 

occurrence is likely to be placed at risk of extinction, or 



(ii) Is likely to substantially and adversely modify the composition of the ecological community such that 

its local occurrence is likely to be placed at risk of extinction. 

Not applicable. 

d) In relation to the habitat of a threatened species, population or ecological community:  

(i) the extent to which habitat is likely to be removed or modified as a result of the action proposed, 

and 

(ii) whether an area of habitat is likely to become fragmented or isolated from other areas of habitat as 

a result of the proposed action, and 

(iii) the importance of the habitat to be removed, modified, fragmented or isolated to the long-term 

survival of the species, population or ecological community in the locality. 

The proposal will remove the following habitat trees and shrubs:  

 Lophostemon confertus (Brush Box) – 21 trees  

 Eucalyptus microcorys (Tallowwood) – 7 trees  

 Melaleuca quinquenervia (Broad Leafed Paperbark) - 2 Trees  

 Eucalyptus robusta (Swamp Mahogany) – 1 Tree 

These trees constitute suitable foraging habitat only, and occur in a highly disturbed roadside location. Additional 

flowering small trees and shrubs will also be removed.  

The removal of these trees will fragment foraging habitat for the species, as there will be an increase in distance 

between suitable foraging resources. However, as the species forages over large distances (>20km) on a nightly 

basis, this fragmentation is not considered significant to the species. 

The foraging habitat proposed to be removed and fragmented is not considered important to the survival of the 

species in the locality. The majority of vegetation to be removed as a result of the proposal is modified roadside 

vegetation that is already highly disturbed and contains little habitat value for the species.  At most this may provide 

an occasional foraging resource but given the small scale of tree removal proposed it is unlikely to be important to 

the long term survival of the species.  Given that the area of habitat to be removed is small and abundant in the 

surrounding landscape, the proposed activity will not affect the long term survival of Grey-headed Flying-foxes.  

 

e) Whether the action proposed is likely to have an adverse effect on critical habitat (either directly or 

indirectly). 

No areas of critical habitat have been declared for this species. 

 

f) Whether the action proposed is consistent with the objectives or actions of a Recovery Plan or Threat 

Abatement Plan. 

There is currently a Recovery Plan in place for the Grey-headed Flying-fox. The proposed scope of works will not 

hinder or impede any objectives of this plan. 

 

g) Whether the action proposed constitutes or is part of a key threatening process or is likely to result in 

the operation of, or increase the impact of, a key threatening process. 



One key threatening processes are relevant to the proposal: 

 Clearing of native vegetation; and 

The clearing of native vegetation is considered a major contributor to the loss of biodiversity. In the determination, 

the NSW Scientific Committee found that ‘clearing of any area of native vegetation, including areas less than two 

hectares in extent, may have significant impacts on biological diversity’.  Clearing can lead to direct habitat loss, 

habitat fragmentation and associated genetic impacts, habitat degradation and off-site impacts such as downstream 

sedimentation. The proposal would result in the operation of this key threatening process.   

 

Conclusion 

The proposed works will remove up to 25 mature trees constituting occasional foraging habitat for the Grey-headed 

Flying-fox, in addition to several shrubs and small trees. The proposal is not considered likely to impact on roosting 

or breeding habitat for the species, and the impact to foraging habitat is not considered likely to significantly 

impact the species such that a population of the species would not remain viable within the locality. As such, a 

Species Impact Statement is not considered necessary to further assess impacts to the species.  
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