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Executive summary  

Roads and Maritime Services is proposing to implement additional clearway measures on Church 
Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove Road from Ryde Bridge, Ryde to Bridge Road, North Ryde.  

Early investigation work shows this section of Church Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove Road fulfils the 
criteria for a clearway.  

• Directional traffic flows exceed 800 vehicles per hour per lane 

• Travel speeds are 30km/h or below during peak periods 

• The road is a strategic bus or freight transport corridor for moving people and goods 

• Alternative public parking close to local businesses can be found, taking into account the quantity 
and usage of business parking removed to extend or introduce a new clearway. 

The proposal is part of the Sydney Clearways Strategy which aims to reduce congestion on Sydney’s 
roads. This Strategy outlines how to get more from Sydney’s roads now, by introducing new or extended 
clearways on roads that don’t perform to expectations. 

Roads and Maritime invited community and stakeholder feedback on the proposal in March 2015.  This 
included operating a clearway in both directions on Church Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove Road 
between Ryde Bridge, Ryde and Bridge Road, North Ryde on:  

• Weekdays from 6am to 7pm 

• Weekends from 9am to 6pm.  

We distributed 4100 letters in the local area inviting feedback and held a community information session.   

We received comments from seven people with the majority supporting the proposal. We will provide 
responses to all feedback both through this report and directly to the people and organisations that made 
comments. 

The decision 

Roads and Maritime would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who provided comments on 
this proposal and to the community and stakeholders for considering the project. 

Roads and Maritime considered feedback and decided to proceed with the proposal. 

We will keep the community and stakeholders updated on installation timeframes and impacts. 
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Introduction 

Background  

On 1 December 2013, the Minister for Roads and Ports announced the Sydney Clearways Strategy as 
one of the NSW Government’s key initiatives to reduce congestion on Sydney’s roads. This Strategy 
outlines how to get more from Sydney’s roads now – by introducing new or extended clearways on roads 
that don’t perform to expectations. 

The NSW Government’s Long Term Transport Master Plan outlines a number of responses to traffic 
congestion in Sydney, aimed at improving travel on Sydney’s roads in both the short and the long term. 
One of the primary means to achieve this is the use of clearways. 

The current clearways network has been in place for several decades, and has proven to be effective. 
There have been very few clearways added or extended in the past few years. Traffic growth in Sydney 
has reached a point where there is a need to consider further improvements in the use of the existing 
road network to reduce travel times. A particular need has been identified to extend clearways for 
weekend travel, where traffic growth has led to congestion levels similar to that of weekday periods. 

Although there are no shopping strip centres in this length, the strategy proposes that when shopping 
strip parking is removed from a major road to extend a clearway, a similar quantity of alternative 
business parking, based on demand, will first be identified. The NSW Government has established a $21 
million fund to assist local councils with providing alternative business parking. The alternative business 
parking arrangements and allocation of funds will be assessed by Roads and Maritime, in collaboration 
with the local council, using the Sydney Clearways Strategy parking framework.  

The proposal  

Preliminary investigation work shows this section of Church Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove Road fulfils 
the criteria for a clearway: 

• Directional traffic flows exceed 800 vehicles per hour per lane 

• Travel speeds are 30km/h or below during peak periods 

• The road is a strategic bus or freight transport corridor for moving people and goods 

• Alternative public parking close to local businesses can be found, taking into account the quantity 
and usage of business parking removed to extend or introduce a new clearway. 

Some sections of this road have existing morning and afternoon peak clearways being:   

• Northbound between Victoria Road, Ryde and Price Street, Ryde from 6am to 10am and from 
3pm to 7pm  

• Northbound between Price Street, Ryde and Quarry Road, North Ryde from 6am to 10am 

• Southbound between Bridge Road, North Ryde and Blaxland Road, Ryde from 6am to 10am 

• Southbound between Blaxland Road, Ryde and Victoria Road, Ryde from 6am to 10am and from 
3pm to 7pm.  

Following detailed investigation work, Roads and Maritime proposes to implement new clearway hours in 
both directions on Church Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove Road between Ryde Bridge and Bridge Road, 
North Ryde on: 

• Weekdays from 6am to 7pm 

• Weekends from 9am to 6pm.  
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Figure 1 – Clearway proposal for Church Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove Road, Ryde to North Ryde 
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Consultation approach  

Consultation objectives 

Roads and Maritime Services consults to understand the concerns and needs of the community, so that 
this feedback can be considered in deciding the final clearway solution. 

Consultation allows Roads and Maritime to: 

• Build rapport with local businesses operators and residents, and use their knowledge and 
expectations to inform the project   

• Seek community feedback on Roads and Maritime Service’s proposal 

• Advise directly affected stakeholders of the proposal and potential impacts 

• Advise the community about how they could obtain further information or communicate concerns, 
complaints or suggestions. 

 

How consultation was done 

Consultation was open from Friday 6 March to Monday 23 March 2015. The community and 
stakeholders were encouraged to provide their comments via mail, email or phone or through an 
interactive map.  

We contacted people using a range of tools including: 

Meetings  Meeting held with City of Ryde Council on 3 March 
2015 

Community letter 

(Appendix A) 

Delivered to 4100 residents in Ryde, Top Ryde, North 
Ryde (see map Appendix B) 

Delivered to City of Ryde Council  

Direct mailed to emergency services, government 
agencies, local councils, schools, large businesses, 
aged care centres, religious centres and community 
groups in the local area  

Newspaper advertisement 

(Appendix C) 

Advertised the proposal and community information 
session in the Northern District Times  

Community information session Saturday 14 March 2015 from 10am to 12pm  

Held at Ryde Library, Ryde  

Website Details about the proposal were provided on the NSW 
Government’s community consultation website and 
Clearways project webpage.  
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Consultation summary 

Overview  

Roads and Maritime received comments from seven people and organisations with the majority in 
support of the proposal. There were six people who supported the proposal and one commuter who 
opposed it. 
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Feedback summary and Roads and Maritime response 
 
 
Issue category Comment Matter raised Roads and Maritime’s response 
Minimise congestion 

 

4 comments Agree clearway will reduce 
congestion 

Thank you for your comment on the proposal to introduce a clearway 
on Church Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove Road between Ryde Bridge 
and Bridge Road, North Ryde.   

Support proposal –  
particularly weekends 

1 comment At times, the traffic is better on 
weekdays than weekends  

The existing traffic volumes on Church Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove 
Road during weekends are similar to traffic volumes on weekdays.   

Roads and Maritime supports the need to address the growth in traffic 
volumes on the weekend, which has led to similar congestion levels to 
those being experienced during weekday peak periods. 

Supports clearway for 
changes to parking 

1 comment Supports introduction of 
clearway. Questions availability 
of parking in side streets for 
residents with more than one 
car.  

An independent parking study determined there was sufficient 
capacity in side streets for vehicles to park should all day clearways 
be introduced.   

The proposal ensures a balance between local parking needs and 
traffic flow for all users.  

Under the proposal, parking is still allowed on Church Street/Devlin 
Street/Lane Cove Road between the Ryde Bridge, Ryde and Bridge 
Road, North Ryde outside clearway hours, except where other parking 
restrictions apply. 

Clearway won’t make 
a difference 

1 comment Cars rarely park in this section 
of the road  

Under the current conditions, cars are permitted to park on this section 
of road outside the existing clearway hours, except where other 
parking restrictions apply.  

The parking survey showed that cars rarely park on this section of 
Church Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove Road. However, a single 
parked car can reduce the road capacity by one third. A clearway 
would permit Roads and Maritime to have a parked car towed from the 
road, maintaining three lanes of traffic during clearway times.  

The proposed clearway hours would ensure all lanes are available to 
motorists. It would also provide a consistent clearway along the A3 
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Issue category Comment Matter raised Roads and Maritime’s response 
route. 

Traffic lights 1 comment Are the traffic lights on Lane 
Cove Road between Top Ryde 
and Macquarie Park 
synchronised?  

The traffic lights on Church Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove Road are 
linked to Sydney Coordinated Adaptive Traffic System (SCATS).  

SCATS is a traffic management system that synchronises nearby 
traffic lights to optimise traffic flow across the road network. Should 
the clearway be installed, Roads and Maritime will review the timing of 
the phases for these lights.   
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Changes to proposal and recommendations 

Roads and Maritime considered feedback and decided to proceed with the clearway proposal on Church 
Street/Devlin Street/Lane Cove Road from Ryde Bridge, Ryde to Bridge Road, North Ryde.  

There is no change to the proposed clearway hours of: 

• Weekdays from 6am to 7pm in both directions 

• Weekends from 9am to 6pm in both directions. 

The benefits of the proposed project include: 

• Improvements to traffic flow and travel times 

• Reduced congestion and delays 

• Improved reliability of public transport. 

This revised proposal is one of four clearway proposals for the A3 route from Ryde Bridge, Ryde to 
Kitchener Street, St Ives. The proposed clearways would result in 16.5km of new and extended 
clearways on this key arterial route.   

Next steps 

Roads and Maritime Services will: 

• Seek approval for the clearway proposal 

• Advise the community and City of Ryde Council of the outcome of the consultation 

• Implement the proposed clearway (if approved).  

Appendix  

Appendix A Community letter 

Appendix B Letterbox distribution area of community letter 

Appendix C Print advertisement 
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Appendix A – Letter to the local community and key stakeholders 

11 
 



 

 

12 
 



Appendix B – Letter box distribution area 
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Appendix C – Print advertisement 
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