
A message from the Construction Manager

The Hills M2 Upgrade is approaching its first big milestone 

with opening of  the new west facing ramps at Windsor Road 

scheduled for late July. Unusually high rainfall since October 

last year has delayed the opening of  these new ramps. We 

appreciate the community and motorists’ patience during this 

time. The new ramps will provide new access to the Sydney 

Orbital Network for thousands of  motorists, which means less 

traffic on local roads and reduced travel times.

Work across the project is progressing well but has been 

interrupted by rain. During July, work to modify the median 

between Windsor Road and Pennant Hills Road is continuing. 

Between Pennant Hills Road and Lane Cove Road there have 

been a number of  traffic changes to allow work to be undertaken 

in new sections of  the motorway.

Modifications to the motorway bridges over Darling Mills Creek, 

Yale Close and Devlins Creek and overbridges at Beecroft Road 

and Christie Road will be completed in the coming months. Work 

on Barclay Road and Murray Farm Road bridges will continue 

later into the year.

Excavation work in the westbound tunnel is scheduled to start 

in August and will take approximately eight months to complete. 

There will be changes to traffic conditions in the tunnel during 

this work. We remind motorists to be alert and avoid distractions 

while driving. 

For more information on project progress and regular work updates 

please contact our team on 1800 196 266 (select option 2).

Regards,

Tim Orpen

Hills M2 Upgrade Construction Manager

Leighton Contractors Pty Ltd
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Benefits
The Hills M2 Upgrade will widen the existing motorway generally 
between Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills and Lane Cove Road, 
North Ryde and will deliver four new ramps to improve access to 
the motorway. The project aims to provide efficient and integrated 
transport for the community of Sydney’s North-West. 

Significant progress has been made since the upgrade started 
in January 2011, and despite the rain, work is on schedule for 
completion early in 2013.

The upgrade will:

 Reduce congestion and travel times during busy morning 
and afternoon periods: 

 –  Saving up to 15 minutes (40%) in AM peak hour

 –  Saving up to 7 minutes (24%) in PM peak hour

 Restore a 100km/h speed limit along the motorway 
westbound from Lane Cove Road to Beecroft Road, 
including through the Norfolk Tunnel at Epping. 

 Provide new entry and exit points to improve access to 
the north-west from Windsor Road and Sydney’s growing 
residential and business centres in Macquarie Park.

Somerset Street work update

In March 2011, a construction site was established at the 
eastern end of Somerset Street, west of Terrys Creek Bridge. 
The site supports ongoing work to widen the Hills M2 Motorway 
between Norfolk Tunnel and Terrys Creek Bridge. 

The construction of the newly widened retaining wall at the 
western end of the Terrys Creek Bridge is almost complete. 

Work at this location will continue until late 2012, and include 
drainage modifications on Somerset Street, construction of  
a new basin and installation of a new noise wall. 

At times, vibratory rolling and rock hammering work will be 
undertaken. During these high impact activities, one hour of 
respite will be provided after three hours of consecutive work. 

If night work is required local residents will be contacted  
in advance.

Restoration to the road surface will be undertaken in 
consultation with Hornsby Shire Council once upgrade work is 
completed in this area, in early 2013.

Murray Farm Road Bridge update 

The Murray Farm Road Bridge at Beecroft is being lengthened 
by approximately 8 metres on the northern side. Work started 
in early 2011 and is scheduled for completion in late 2012, 
weather permitting.

At the moment traffic across the bridge is reduced to one lane 
in alternating direction using traffic signals.

Work to demolish the old abutment was undertaken last week. 
The work involved hammering out the concrete and rock under 
the lengthened section of the bridge. As this work is very close 
to live traffic it was undertaken at night with the citybound 
carriageway of the motorway closed.

Other work at Murray Farm Road Bridge includes construction 
of the new central pier, asphalting and installing new throw 
screen and guard rail.

We appreciate the community’s patience while we complete the 
work on the bridge.
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Three month look ahead
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Main toll plaza canopy removal May 2012

July to September 2012: 

Open the new Windsor Road ramps. 

 Complete widening work in the citybound Norfolk Tunnel 

and commence service relocation and rock bolting in the 

westbound Norfolk Tunnel. 

 Complete major bridgework at: 

 –  Darling Mills Creek Bridge 

 –  Yale Close Bridge

 –  Devlins Creek Bridge

 –  Beecroft Road Bridge

 –  Christie Road Bridge

Continue bridge work at:

 – Barclay Road Bridge 

 – Murray Farm Road Bridge

 – Khartoum Road Bridge

Install new permanent noise walls and remove temporary 

noise walls.

 Continue earthworks, drainage and widening work.

 Realign traffic lanes along both carriageways of  

the motorway to allow the next stages of  construction 

to commence.

Install new and/or relocate existing signs along the motorway.

 Construct new sections of  pavement along the motorway.

 Excavate rock outside both ends of  the westbound  

Norfolk Tunnel.

 Night work for:

 –  Traffic realignment including barrier movement and line 

removal and line marking

 –  Tunnel rock bolting and service relocation

 –  Bridge work including abutment demolition

 –  New drainage and culverts 

 –  New noise walls and removing temporary  

noise walls  

 –  Pavement strengthening  

 –  Saw cutting new pavement

 –  Asphalt milling



The Darling Mills Creek Bridge widening is now complete. 

Restoration work underneath the bridge along Darling Mills 

Creek where the 65m high tower crane stood is well under way. 

The tower crane was used as part of  the widening works to 

minimise the construction footprint in the area. 

Restoration works have been undertaken along the creek 

including reinstating erosion protection, reshaping slope batters 

and replanting native vegetation. 

A variety of  restoration methods have been used including 

individual plantings, hydromulch (a mixture of  mulch and native 

plant seeds sprayed  

over the ground), native 

mulch and installing 

natural sandstone. 

The vegetation is a 

mixture of  native grasses, 

shrubs and trees 

selected by an 

environmental expert. 

The walking track under 

the bridge has now 

reopened and we thank 

the community and the 

Bidjigal Nature Reserve 

Trust for their patience 

and cooperation during 

the construction work. Fauna in the Hills 
M2 corridor 

An eastern snake-necked turtle 

and a longfin eel were found 

during fauna rescue works 

when the Craig Avenue basin 

in Baulkham Hills was recently 

cleaned. The animals were 

relocated to the adjacent creek. 

All basins upgraded as part 

of  the Hills M2 Upgrade are 

inspected regularly for fauna 

and will be revegetated as part 

of  final landscaping works.

Darling Mills Creek restoration

“The Trust is very pleased that the main walking track is now 

open beneath the M2. The creek bank restoration works 

of  grass, shrub and tree planting will be beneficial both 

aesthetically and to the birds, reptiles and small mammals 

that use the reserve on each side of  the bridge. The wildlife 

corridor will recover well with these works.”

Wendy Goonan on behalf of Steven Brett,  

Chair of Bidjigal Reserve Trust
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New vegetation under 

Darling Mills Creek Bridge

Eastern snake-necked turtle Longfin eel

Erosion protection at Darling Mills Creek



Norfolk Tunnel 

widening update 

Current work 

Finishing works in the citybound tunnel are on schedule 

for completion in July 2012. This work includes laying new 

pavement, installing the new tunnel portal facades and 

commissioning and testing the new tunnel services.

Preparatory works are underway in the westbound tunnel, so that 

major works can commence in August.

Preparation is also under way for traffic management changes in 

the newly widened citybound tunnel. Eastbound and westbound 

traffic will be diverted to the newly widened citybound tunnel 

to create a work area inside the westbound tunnel for service 

relocation and roof  strengthening work.

Upcoming work for the westbound tunnel

Service relocation. 

Rock bolting the approaches to the tunnel. 

Excavation work at the approaches to the tunnel.

Installing noise curtains at either end of  the westbound tunnel.

Modifying the emergency exit passages between the  

two tunnels.

Preparation work for excavation inside the tunnel.

Did you know?

Over 500 new lights were installed in the citybound tunnel.

Over 12km of  new cabling was installed inside the  

citybound tunnel.

 2,950 rock bolts were installed in the citybound tunnel.

 17,000m3 of  rock excavated for the citybound tunnel 

widening: 12,500m3 inside and 4,500m3 outside the tunnel.

On completion, the Norfolk Tunnel will provide three 

general traffic lanes and one breakdown lane in each direction. 
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Western zone

1  Construction of  Windsor Road west facing ramps and widening of   

Windsor Road at M2 Motorway interchange.

2  Windsor Road to Barclay Road widening on north side.

3  Barclay Road to west of  Pennant Hills Road widening on south side.

4  Pennant Hills Road citybound off-ramp widening on north side.

LEGEND

1  Location of  widening work

 Hills M2 Motorway

 Barclay Road Bridge

 Darling Mills Creek viaduct

 Yale Close Bridge
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Completion  
of  work

 Completing the new west facing ramps at Windsor Road as well as the widening and realignment 

of  traffic over the Windsor Road Bridge.

Completing the bridge work at Darling Mills Creek and Yale Close bridges.

 Completing new permanent noise walls between Watkins Road and Pennant Hills Road.

General work  Continue excavation and pavement work in the median between Pennant Hills Road and  

Barclay Road. 

 Continue pavement construction citybound from Windsor Road to Barclay Road.

 Ongoing motorway widening work including pavement construction. 

Median work on the motorway between Watkins Road and Windsor Road  

once new ramps open. 

Removing the Windsor Road compound at Torrs Street.

 Removing the old cash booths and canopy at the Pennant Hills Road on and off-ramps.

Bridge work Completing major bridge work at Darling Mills Creek and Yale Close bridges.

Ongoing work to lengthen the Barclay Road Bridge including demolition of  the old abutment.

Night work  Ongoing traffic management on the motorway, Windsor Road and Barclay Road bridges  

including barrier movement, line removal and new line marking.

 Adjusting the construction access gates.

 Saw cutting new pavement.

 Installing new and/or relocating existing signs along the motorway.

Timeframes are estimates only and may change due to factors such as weather.
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New Windsor Road ramps
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Windsor Road interchange
The new west facing ramps at Windsor Road, 
Baulkham Hills will be opened to traffic in the coming 
weeks. The community and motorists will be advised 
of the opening details in advance so stay tuned. On 
opening, the toll for the ramps will be $1.87 for cars 
and motorcycles and $5.62 for trucks and heavy 
vehicles. The toll will be indexed quarterly.

New west facing ramps

The new westbound on-ramp allows motorists heading west to 
enter the Hills M2 at Windsor Road, taking congestion off  local 
roads and improving travel times. The new citybound off-ramp 
will provide an exit point to access Baulkham Hills, Northmead 
and Parramatta.

Night work

Night work will be required in the lead up to the opening of  the 

new ramps. Residents will be notified in advance of  this work.  

To read about how we manage night work, please visit our 

website www.hillsm2upgrade.com.au. 

Did you know?

Since work commenced on the new Windsor Road ramps in 

February 2011: 

There were up to a 100 people working on the ramps 

everyday at peak production;

Over 120 night shifts of  work were undertaken;

 160 piles were driven for the new foundations;

 1.1km of  new drainage lines and 100 drainage pits  

were installed;

 150,000 tonnes of  reinforced material has been placed and 

35,000 tonnes of  spoil removed from the site;

 7,000m2 of  new retaining wall panels were installed;

 8,500 tonnes of  concrete poured and 4,000 tonnes of   

asphalt laid;

 35,000 reinforcing straps were installed behind new retaining 

walls; and

1,700mm of  rain was recorded at the Windsor Road 

compound weather station.

9

18 June 2012



Central zone

5  Pennant Hills Road to Murray Farm Road Bridge widening median.

6  Pennant Hills Road to Kent Street pedestrian overpass widening on south.

7  Murray Farm Road Bridge area widening on north side.

8  Beecroft Road to Somerset Street widening on south side.

9  Eastern tunnel portal to Culloden Road over bridge widening on north side.

LEGEND

1  Location of  widening work

 Hills M2 Motorway

 Beecroft Road Bridge 

 Murray Farm Road Bridge

 Devlins Creek viaduct
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Central zone work proposed from July to September 2012

Completion  
of  work

Completing major bridge work at Devilns Creek and Beecroft Road bridges.

General work  Ongoing earthworks and pavement construction citybound between Murray Farm Road Bridge  

and the Norfolk Tunnel.

Ongoing finishing works westbound from the Kent Street overpass to Pennant Hills Road.

Ongoing installation of  new permanent noise walls and removal of  temporary noise walls.

Ongoing drainage modification, noise wall and basin construction work at Somerset Street, Epping.

Retaining wall construction and widening work on the citybound carriageway west of   

Murray Farm Road Bridge.

Bridge work Completing Devlins Creek Bridge deck construction.

Ongoing work to lengthen the Murray Farm Road Bridge including constructing a new central pier.

Ongoing work at Beecroft Road Bridge including demolition of  the old piers.

Norfolk Tunnel 

work (citybound) 

 Mechanical and electrical fit out of  the citybound tunnel. 

 Installing new pavement in the citybound tunnel.

Work inside the westbound tunnel including rock bolting and service relocations.

Installing the Norfolk Tunnel electrical sub-station within the Hills M2 lease boundary near Gillard Way.

 Traffic management changes in preparation for the start of  westbound tunnel work.

Night work  Ongoing traffic management on the motorway, Murray Farm Road and Beecroft Road bridges 

including barrier movement, line removal and new line marking.

 Saw cutting new pavement.

 Murray Farm Road Bridge abutment demolition.

Removing temporary noise walls where new noise walls are complete.

 Night and weekend work in the citybound and westbound Norfolk Tunnels.

 Murray Farm Road and Beecroft Road Bridge post tensioning and scaffold work.

Installing new and/or relocating existing signs along the motorway.

Timeframes are estimates only and may change due to factors such as weather.
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9  Eastern tunnel portal to Culloden Road over bridge widening on north side.

10  Culloden Road Bridge area widening on south side.

11  Toll plaza realignment.

12  Toll plaza to the west of  Lane Cove Road widening on both sides.

13   Widening of  Talavera Road to service new east facing ramps at  

Christie and Herring Roads.

LEGEND

1  Location of  widening work

 Hills M2 Motorway

 Christie Road Bridge

 Terrys Creek viaduct

RYDE

Eastern zone
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Terrys Creek to Lane Cove Road



Completion  
of  work

Completing major bridge work at Terrys Creek and Christie Road bridges.

General work  Ongoing median work from Terrys Creek Bridge to Culloden Road.

 Ongoing widening work along Talavera Road.

 Ongoing installation of  new permanent noise walls and removal of  temporary noise walls.

 Ongoing earth work and construction of  new pavement retaining walls for the new on and off  

ramps at Christie and Herring Roads.

 Ongoing stormwater relocation work at Somerset Street, Epping.

 Commence widening work westbound between Terrys Creek Bridge and the Norfolk Tunnel.

Bridge work  Demolition of  the old abutment under Christie Road Bridge.

 Ongoing widening work at the Khartoum Road Bridge. 

Night work Ongoing traffic management on the motorway and Christie Road Bridge including barrier 

movement, line removal and new line marking.

Saw cutting new pavement.

 Pavement widening and service relocation along Talavera Road.

 Removing temporary noise walls where new noise walls are complete. 

 Installing new and relocating existing signs along the motorway.

Timeframes are estimates only and may change due to factors such as weather.
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Keeping the local  

community informed

Since starting construction of 

the Hills M2 Upgrade we have: 

 Delivered 94,000 community updates.

 Delivered over 176,000 work notifications.

 Placed 187 advertisements in 11 papers.

 Placed 404 radio advertisement slots 
across 7 stations.

 Hosted 9 community information sessions 
attended by over 170 people.

To keep the community informed  
we issue: 

Work notifications.

Traffic alerts.

Web updates. 

Newspaper advertisements. 

Radio advertisements.

Community updates.

Visit the project website  
www.hillsm2upgrade.com.au  
and register your email address  
to receive information about 
construction activities.
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Median works near Hepburn Road, North Rocks, June 2012



Motorway traffic changes
For up to date traffic information go to www.livetraffic.com

Hills M2 Upgrade breakdown safety
In case of breakdown

 Stay in your vehicle
 Switch your hazard lights on
 Call 1800 196 266
Wait for assistance

15

Further information:  

Please contact the project team on 1800 196 266 (select option 2) 

Website: www.hillsm2upgrade.com.au  

Email: enquiries@hillsm2upgrade.com.au

July 2012 

RMS 12.187

1800 196 266 – One dedicated number
A dedicated 1800 number will answer all enquiries associated  

with the motorway and upgrade road works.

Dial 1800 196 266 and press:

Option 1: 

Option 2: For enquiries or complaints associated with the  
Hills M2 Upgrade or roadwork.
Option 3: For enquiries related to the general operation or maintenance  
of the Hills M2 Motorway.



New child restraint laws – are they working?
Despite the high use of seatbelts in Australia, children continue to 

sustain injuries and death in motor vehicle crashes. Many of these 

could be prevented with the correct use of age appropriate  

child restraints. 

The Australian Paediatric Surveillance Unit (APSU) – a research unit 

based at the Kids Research Institute at The Children’s Hospital at 

Westmead – recently completed a national study of seatbelt related 

injuries. The research found children were at risk of serious injury 

if they were travelling in the wrong restraint for their age or size, or 

with incorrect use of restraints by placing the shoulder belt under the 

arm or behind the back, or applying the shoulder straps of a child 

restraint with an in-built harness loosely or not at all.

The injuries were serious. Abdominal injuries resulting in crushing 

or tearing of the liver, spleen or intestines were common as were 

injuries to the spine, neck, and brain. On average children stayed in 

hospital for six days but some were still in hospital after 100 days. 

Two children became paraplegic as a result of their injuries. 

The APSU also used the National Coroners Information System to 

study child deaths due to motor vehicle crashes. We were shocked 

to find that about 30% of children aged less than 13 years who 

died on our roads were not restrained at all and another 35% 

were travelling in the wrong restraint. Incorrect use of seatbelts 

and restraints was also high. Approximately 70% of these deaths 

could have been prevented if only the child had been using an age 

appropriate restraint correctly. 

Early indications are that the legislation has resulted in a reduction of 

fatalities – from about 70 per year until 2009, to 53 in 2010. But laws 

alone don’t always change behaviour. We also need to provide easily 

accessible education for parents and carers and to raise awareness 

of the consequences of not using the right restraint correctly. Your 

donation today will support further research and save children’s lives. 

For more information on child restraints,  

please visit www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety

HILLSM2NL0712

The Hills M2 Upgrade team encourage you to make a donation to the Kids Research Institute.  
To make a donation please complete the form below.

Yes! I would like to make a donation
Title

Address

Suburb

Phone

Email

Cardholder’s name

Cardholder’s signature

ONCE COMPLETED, PLEASE SEND THIS FORM TO:

The Fundraising Department

The Kids Research Institute at The Children’s Hospital Westmead,

Reply Paid 69451, WESTMEAD NSW 2145

Donations of  $2 or more are tax deductible.

State Postcode

Expiry date

Date

Payment details

First Name Surname

Monthly donation 

Mastercard American Express

Single donation 

Visa Cheque/money order

Credit card

Donation Amount

$


