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Background
The NSW Government is planning to upgrade roads 
around the new Northern Beaches Hospital with 
work proposed to be completed in time for the 
hospital opening. These upgrades would provide 
customers with a better travel experience by car 
and bus, increase the capacity of the road network 
and improve access throughout the area for all 
road users including pedestrians and cyclists.

Roads and Maritime Services is planning to 
deliver the road upgrades in two stages:

• Stage 1 Connectivity Work would provide essential 
access to the Northern Beaches Hospital

• Stage 2 Network Enhancement Work would 
help increase capacity of the road network 
and reduce congestion.

Both stages of the project will be assessed in 
accordance with Part 5.1 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979.



Environmental Impact Statement – 
Concept Proposal and Stage 1
Roads and Maritime prepared an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for the Concept Proposal 
and Stage 1 Connectivity Work. The EIS was placed 
on public display from 22 October 2014 to 21 
November 2014 with community and stakeholders 
invited to make submissions to the NSW Department 
of Planning and Environment.

The EIS outlined the key features of the proposal 
and the potential environmental, social and economic 
impacts during construction and operation. It also 
outlined measures to minimise and manage potential 
impacts. Roads and Maritime is also seeking 
approval from the Minister for Planning to carry out 
utility adjustment work for the Stage 2 project area as 
part of the Preferred Infrastructure Report.

There were 45 submissions received from the 
community, interest groups, government agencies 
and Warringah Council. 

Roads and Maritime has prepared a Submissions 
Report/Preferred Infrastructure Report, which 
responds to the matters the community and 
stakeholders raised. 

The report also provides additional information about 
changes proposed to the displayed EIS.

You can view the report on the Department of 
Planning and Environment’s website at  
www.majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au.

Key matters raised in submissions 
to the EIS
Of the 45 submissions, five were from government 
agencies (or advisory bodies), one from Warringah 
Council and the remainder from members of 
the community and interest groups.

The most common points the community and interest 
groups raised were:

• Justification for the Concept Proposal, including 
the scale of the proposed work and consideration 
of future public transport initiatives

• The context of the Concept Proposal considering 
local planning and development pressures

• Traffic and transport including:

 – Changes to local traffic arrangements

 – Provisions for pedestrians and cyclists

 – Provisions for public transport

 – Changes to car parking

 – Alternative transport routes during construction

 – Suggested design changes to improve 
performance of specific intersections

• Direct, indirect and cumulative impacts on 
biodiversity, particularly on threatened species 
and Duffys Forest ecological community, and 
the adequacy of the proposed biodiversity 
offset strategy

• Direct and indirect impacts on businesses

• Reduced amenity in the local area, particularly 
considering changes to landscape character, 
future land use, noise, air quality and loss 
of vegetation.

These matters are outlined in Chapters 3 and 4 
of the Submissions Report.

Additional investigation and assessment
Since the display of the EIS, Roads and Maritime has 
carried out additional investigation work and design 
refinements which are detailed in Chapters 5, 6 and 
7 of the Submissions Report. These were carried out 
to address commitments made in the EIS and/or in 
response to comments received from the community 
and government agencies. They include:

• Adjustments to and protection of utility services

• Assessment of a second construction 
compound site on Roads and Maritime land 
at the intersection of Warringah Road and 
Wakehurst Parkway

• Project changes associated with:

 – Revised parking arrangements at the 
Skyline Shops

 – Refinements to the design of the shared paths

 – Provision of an additional pedestrian crossing 
at traffic lights on Frenchs Forest Road West 
between Bluegum Crescent and Sylvia Place

• Additional traffic and transport assessment 
based on refinements made to the traffic model 
subsequent to display of the EIS

• Additional assessment of construction and 
operational noise impacts.

www.majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au


Revised safeguards and 
management measures
The EIS identified a number of environmental 
outcomes and management measures that would 
need to be implemented to avoid or reduce 
environmental impacts. After considering matters 
raised in submissions, some of the management 
measures for the project have been revised. The 
environmental measures are detailed in Chapter 
7 of the Submissions Report and will be applied 
to future development and/or delivery phases 
of the project.

Next steps

Stage 1 Connectivity Work
The Department of Planning and Environment 
will consider the responses Roads and Maritime 
has provided to the submissions as part of its 
assessment of the project.

The Minister for Planning will then decide whether 
or not to approve the project and identify any 
conditions of approval that would apply. If approved, 
Roads and Maritime would continue to consult 
with the community, government agencies and 
other stakeholders during the detailed design and 
construction phases of the project.

Stage 2 Network Enhancement Work
Roads and Maritime is preparing an EIS for the 
road upgrades proposed in Stage 2 of the project 
and will submit the EIS to the Department of 
Planning and Environment for public display by 
mid-2015. The EIS will outline the key features 
of the proposal and the potential environmental, 
social and economic impacts during construction 
and operation. It will also outline measures to 
manage and reduce the identified impacts.

Timeline

WE 
ARE 

HERE

• PUBLISH SUBMISSIONS REPORT (CONCEPT 
PROPOSAL AND STAGE 1) RESPONDING TO 

ALL MATTERS RAISED IN SUBMISSIONS

• UPDATE COMMUNITY

• 

• 

CONCEPT PROPOSAL AND STAGE 1 CONSIDERED 
FOR APPROVAL BY THE MINISTER FOR PLANNING

UPDATE COMMUNITY ON APPROVALS OUTCOME

• IF APPROVED, COMPLETE DETAILED DESIGN AND 
START CONSTRUCTION (STAGE 1)

• ONGOING CONSULTATION WITH COMMUNITY 
ABOUT FINAL DESIGNS AND CONSTRUCTION 

IMPACTS (STAGE 1)

• DISPLAY STAGE 2 EIS FOR COMMENT

• PUBLISH SUBMISSIONS REPORT (STAGE 2) 
D IN RESPONDING TO ALL ISSUES RAISE

FORMAL SUBMISSIONS

• UPDATE COMMUNITY

• STAGE 2 PROPOSAL CONSIDERED FOR APPROVAL 
BY THE MINISTER FOR PLANNING

• UPDATE COMMUNITY ON APPROVALS OUTCOME

• IF APPROVED, COMPLETE DETAILED DESIGN AND 
START CONSTRUCTION (STAGE 2)

• ONGOING CONSULTATION WITH COMMUNITY 
ABOUT FINAL DESIGNS AND CONSTRUCTION 

IMPACTS (STAGE 2)

• 

• 

COMPLETE CONSTRUCTION STAGE 1

COMPLETE CONSTRUCTION STAGE 2
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Further information
For more information or queries about the 
project, please contact our team:

Web: www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/sydney-
north/northern-beaches-hospital/index.html

Email: nbhroadwork@rms.nsw.gov.au

Phone: 1300 367 459

1300 367 459

Roads and Maritime Services

Privacy: Roads and Maritime Services (“RMS”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (“PPIP Act”) which requires 
that we comply with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the PPIP Act.

All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of this proposal. The information received, including 
names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in the correspondence that all 
or par t of that information is not to be published. Otherwise RMS will only disclose your personal information, without your consent, if authorised 
by the law. Your personal information will be held by Roads and Maritime Services at Level 6, 27 Argyle Street Parramatta NSW 2150. You have the 
right to access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect.

RMS 15.172
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