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Executive summary 
Roads and Maritime Services is proposing to widen Marsh Street, Arncliffe to three lanes westbound 
between the Giovanni Brunetti Bridge and the M5 interchange to relieve congestion and improve traffic 
flow. 

The proposal is part of the WestConnex enabling work and one of a suite of projects within the Sydney 
Airport precinct, which also includes Airport East and Airport North. 

The proposal includes: 

 Widening Marsh Street to three lanes westbound between Giovanni Brunetti Bridge and the M5 
interchange, making Marsh Street three lanes in both directions 

 Providing a cycleway on the southern side of Marsh Street to connect the existing path on the bridge 
to the Eve Street cycleway 

 Providing a pedestrian crossing at the traffic lights on the Marsh Street and Flora Street intersection. 

Roads and Maritime invited community and stakeholder feedback on the proposal in January 2015.  

We distributed 5200 letters in the local area inviting feedback and carried out doorknocking near the 
intersection. 

We received comments from 15 people and organisations with most in support of the proposal 

We will provide responses to all feedback both through this report and directly to the people and 
organisations who made comments. 

The decision 

Roads and Maritime considered all feedback and has decided to proceed with the proposal with 
changes. 

Based on discussions with Rockdale City Council, Roads and Maritime will install underground 
infrastructure for future traffic lights at Marsh and Gertrude Streets and provide space for future dual 
right turn into Gertrude Street from Marsh Street. 

We would like to thank everyone who took the time to review this proposal and provide feedback. 

After considering the feedback Roads and Maritime has decided to continue developing the detailed 
design and an environmental assessment for this proposal. 

The community will be informed of any changes to the design, construction timeframes and impacts and 
updated as the project progresses. 
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Introduction 

Background  

Motorists travelling west on Marsh Street are experiencing delays during peak periods. Traffic delays are 
due to the high volume of vehicles accessing the Airport, local traffic movements and the change in lane 
configuration three to two. Delays are also caused by vehicles turning right off Marsh Street into 
Innesdale Road and Flora Street where the existing right turn bays have insufficient storage causing 
vehicles to overflow into a through lane.  

Currently, there is poor cycling connectivity along Marsh Street with no provisions for westbound cyclists 
on the south side of Marsh Street. There is an existing path for westbound cyclists on the south side of 
Giovanni Brunetti Bridge, however this path ends beyond the western end of the bridge making cyclists 
travel on road, adjacent to vehicles, in a narrow shoulder. 

The proposal 

The proposal is part of the WestConnex enabling works and one of a suite of projects within the Sydney 
Airport precinct, which also includes Airport East and Airport North. 

As part of this program, Roads and Maritime Services proposes to improve safety and reduce 
congestion on Marsh Street, Arncliffe by building an extra westbound lane between Giovanni Brunetti 
Bridge and the M5 Interchange. The proposal includes: 

 Widening Marsh Street to three lanes westbound, making Marsh Street three lanes in both 
directions 

 Providing a pedestrian crossing at traffic lights at the intersection of Marsh Street and Flora 
Street 

 Providing a separated cyclist and pedestrian path along the southern side of Marsh Street from 
Gertrude Street to the Eve Street cycleway, located at the western tie in of the project 

 Providing a cycle path from the Giovanni Brunetti Bridge to Gertrude Street for westbound 
cyclists 

 Widening the existing path on the northern side of Marsh Street, from Gertrude Street to the 
Giovanni Brunetti Bridge. 

 Adjusting the median and line-marking to provide wider lane widths in both directions 

The benefits of the proposed project include: 

 Improving safety for motorists, pedestrians and cyclists travelling along Marsh Street 
 Increasing westbound capacity on Marsh Street 
 Reducing delays and queue lengths on Marsh Street 
 Improving connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists 
 Complementing the proposed widening of the shared path on the northern side of Giovanni 

Brunetti Bridge and Rockdale City Council’s Gertrude Street extension project. 
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Consultation approach 

Consultation objectives 

Roads and Maritime consulted with the community and stakeholders on the proposal to: 

 Seek comment, feedback, ideas and suggestions for Roads and Maritime to consider when 
developing the proposal 

 Build a database of interested and concerned community members to engage during the proposal’s 
development.  

How consultation was done 

Consultation for the proposal was carried out from Monday 12 January to Friday 30 January 2015. 
Community members and stakeholders were encouraged to provide feedback via mail, email or phone. 

Tool Method 

Community update 

(Appendix A) 

About 5200 community updates were delivered to 
residents and businesses in Arncliffe (see Appendix B 
for distribution area). 

Copies of the community update were provided to 
Rockdale City Council, emergency services, 
government agencies, schools, businesses, aged care 
centres, religious centres and community groups. 

Doorknock The project team doorknocked residents and 
businesses near Marsh Street to explain the proposal 
and invite feedback. 

Website Information about the proposal was included on Roads 
and Maritime’s website. 

Stakeholder meetings 
and notifications 

The project team notified and held meetings with key 
stakeholders including Rockdale City Council, Kogarah 
Golf Course and Sydney Airport Corporation Limited. 
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Consultation summary 

Overview 

Roads and Maritime received feedback from 15 people and organisations.  Of these: 

 Three fully supported the proposal 
 Five supported the proposal but raised additional matters which have been addressed in this 

Community Consultation Report 
 Two were responses that were out of the proposal scope 
 Two did not say whether they supported or opposed the proposal, but did raise some additional 

matters 
 Three were against the proposal. 

Key matters raised included: 

 Increasing congestion 
 Justification of the widening 
 Potential changes to the local traffic network and local road turning movements 
 Removal of parking 
 Safety concerns. 

Concerns and suggestions outside of Roads and Maritime’s project scope were referred to relevant 
organisations. 

Roads and Maritime is continuing to consult with Rockdale City Council about the proposal. 
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Feedback summary and Roads and Maritime response 

Category Number of 
submissions 

Matter raised Roads and Maritime response 

Design 1 Installation of no parking on the 
north side of Marsh Street 
(eastbound). 

Changes to parking restrictions were not investigated as part of this 
proposal. The existing parking arrangements and clearway restrictions of 
6am to 10am from Monday to Friday on the eastbound side of Marsh Street 
will remain in place. 

2 Extend right turning bay from Marsh 
Street into Innesdale Road to 
minimise queuing out of the bays. 

Roads and Maritime would extend the right turn bay from Marsh Street into 
Innesdale Road as part of this proposal. 

1 Proposed pedestrian lights at Flora 
Street would help vehicles turn in 
and out of Innesdale Road safely. 

Pedestrian lights at the Flora Street intersection would be installed as part 
of this proposal. The lights would provide sufficient gaps for vehicles to 
safely turn in and out of Innesdale Road. 

1 Do not widen existing path on north 
side of Marsh Street, east of the 
Marsh Street slip road. 

To improve pedestrian access and provide continuity from the proposed 
widening of the shared path on the northern side of Giovanni Brunetti 
Bridge, Roads and Maritime is proposing to widen the path on the north 
side of Marsh Street east of the Marsh Street slip road.  

1 Install a speed hump on the Marsh 
Street slip road. 

Roads and Maritime will consult Rockdale City Council about this option 
during the detailed design process. 

1 Upgrade the existing path on the 
south side of Marsh Street at the 
western end. 

Roads and Maritime would upgrade the existing path on the south side of 
Marsh Street at the western end as part of this proposal. 

RMS 15.348 
IBSN 978-1-925357-88-2 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
  

    

 

Category Number of 
submissions 

Matter raised Roads and Maritime response 

2 Construct an underpass beneath 
Marsh Street at the eastern end of 
the project in golf course land to 
allow cyclists to cross Marsh Street. 

Roads and Maritime has investigated building an underpass under Marsh 
Street however, it is not considered appropriate due to the current site 
conditions including flood levels and potential impacts to Kogarah Golf 
course. 

This proposal includes upgrading the traffic lights at the Flora Street 
intersection with a pedestrian and cycle crossing. This would allow 
pedestrians and cyclists to cross Marsh Street safely. 

1 Relocate the '‘Welcome to Rockdale’ 
sign at the eastern end of Marsh 
Street to the northern side on the 
bridge approach. 

The ‘Welcome to Rockdale’ sign would be relocated as part of this 
proposal. Roads and Maritime will consult with Rockdale City Council on an 
appropriate new location. 

1 Improve the fencing on the eastern 
end of Marsh Street on the northern 
side on the bridge approach. 

Roads and Maritime would upgrade the fencing on the eastern end of 
Marsh Street on the northern side on the bridge approach as part of the 
proposal. 

Traffic and 
congestion 

2 The third westbound lane is not 
needed. 

The proposal aims to reduce congestion and improve westbound traffic 
capacity. 

Traffic modelling and traffic data gathered supports the construction of a 
third westbound lane to ease congestion and improve road safety. 

2 Traffic queuing across the 
intersection at the M5 backs up 
Marsh Street. 

Roads and Maritime continually investigates possible solutions to alleviate 
congestion on the state road network. 

1 Install a red light camera at the M5 
intersection to prevent traffic queuing 
across the intersection. 

The aim of red light cameras is to reduce crashes at high-risk intersections 
with traffic lights. Roads and Maritime will review the need for a red light 
camera at the intersection based on current crash statistics.  

1 Increase green light time for vehicles 
entering the M5 east, turning right 
from Marsh Street. 

The traffic lights on Marsh Street are linked to the Sydney Coordinated 
Adaptive Traffic System (SCATS). SCATS is a traffic management system 
that synchronises nearby traffic lights to optimise traffic flow across the 
road network. 
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Category Number of 
submissions 

Matter raised Roads and Maritime response 

1 How does Roads and Maritime 
intend to manage efficiency in this 
area in line with the increased 
traffic? 

The proposal aims to reduce congestion and improve traffic capacity by 
providing an extra westbound lane. The proposal also includes the 
widening of existing eastbound lanes to further improve safety and 
efficiency. 

Safety 1 Cars turning right off Marsh Street at 
intersections without traffic lights is 
dangerous. 

Roads and Maritime investigated crash statistics on Marsh Street and 
considers there are sufficient gaps for cars to safely turn right off Marsh 
Street into Innesdale Road. 

2 Stop right hand turn out of Innesdale 
Road onto Marsh Street. 

The right hand turn will be retained at the Innesdale Road and Marsh Street 
intersection as requested by Rockdale City Council. 

The proposed upgraded traffic lights at the intersection of Flora Street and 
Marsh Street would provide gaps in traffic flow allowing vehicles to safely 
turn right from Innesdale Road onto Marsh Street. 

1 Install lighting in the existing Eve 
Street underpass. 

Roads and Maritime will review the lighting in the Eve Street underpass 
during the detailed design process. 

1 Improve safety for cyclists crossing 
Innesdale Road and the Marsh 
Street slip road. 

Roads and Maritime will investigate options and solutions to improve cyclist 
safety when crossing Innesdale Road and the Marsh Street slip road during 
the detailed design process. 

Signs and line 
marking 

3 Improved signage and line marking 
required at the Marsh Street and M5 
intersection. 

Improved and consistent signage 
required on the north side of Marsh 
Street. 

Roads and Maritime would assess this as part of the detailed design 
process. 

Environment 1 Concerns about impacts to Green 
and Golden Bell Frogs 

Roads and Maritime has prepared a Review of Environmental Factors 
which outlines the possible environmental impacts of the project and steps 
we will take to minimise these impacts. The Review of Environment factors 
will be made available on Roads and Maritime’s website. 

Roads and Maritime work will not impact on the Green and Golden Bell 
Frog. 
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Category Number of 
submissions 

Matter raised Roads and Maritime response 

1 Concerns about the impact of noise 
on local residences as noise levels 
at present are considerable. 

A noise and vibration study was conducted as part of the Review of 
Environmental Factors process. The results, including any safeguards are 
available in Chapter 6 of the Review of Environmental Factors. 

Buses 2 Need for a new bus stop on the 
north side of Marsh Street. 

Installing a new bus stop was not investigated as part of this proposal. 

Roads and Maritime liaises regularly with Sydney Buses to improve bus 
transport including bus stops. 

Cycling 1 Upgrade the existing path on the 
north side of Marsh Street. 

Roads and Maritime will discuss upgrading the north side existing path of 
Marsh Street with Rockdale City Council. 

1 Install a pedestrian and cyclist 
crossing on Marsh Street at Flora 
Street. 

The proposal includes installing a pedestrian and cyclist crossing on Marsh 
Street at the Flora Street intersection. 

1 Install a refuge or traffic lights for 
pedestrians and cyclists on 
Innesdale Road at Marsh Street. 

Roads and Maritime has investigated the inclusion of a pedestrian refuge in 
Innesdale Road but does not support this as it would restrict access to 
existing residential properties on Innesdale Road. 

1 Continue the cycle path over the 
north side of the bridge by widening 
the existing path which is unsafe and 
too narrow. 

Widening the cycle path on the north side of the bridge is proposed as part 
of a separate Roads and Maritime proposal to widen the shared path on the 
Giovanni Brunetti Bridge.  

1 Is there a proposal to provide a cycle 
path to allow cyclists to avoid the 
north side of Marsh Street? 

Cyclists wishing to travel eastbound on the Giovanni Brunetti Bridge will be 
able to go either side of the bridge. Cyclists could cross the road on the 
southern side of Marsh Street using the upgraded traffic lights at the Flora 
Street intersection to get to the northern side of Marsh Street and the 
bridge. 

10 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Category Number of 
submissions 

Matter raised Roads and Maritime response 

Additional 
comments 

1 Third westbound lane not needed if 
trucks taken off the road through 
improved use of freight rail system. 

The proposal aims to reduce congestion and improve westbound traffic 
capacity. 

Traffic modelling and traffic data gathered supports the construction of a 
third westbound lane to ease congestion and improve road safety. 

Not all freight trips can be serviced by the rail network.  Marsh Street is an 
important freight corridor to and from Sydney Airport and Port Botany. State 
roads are designed to carry large volumes of traffic including trucks. Trucks 
are legally permitted to use the state road network for deliveries. Roads 
and Maritime does not support banning trucks on this important freight 
corridor. 

1 WestConnex is not driven by local 
residents’ needs but rather the drive 
to put more cars on the road. 

The proposed WestConnex project is outside the scope of this proposal.  

1 Gertrude Street acts as a traffic 
calming measure. There is no need 
for additional roads (for example, 
Rockdale City Council proposed 
Gertrude Street extension) but rather 
additional police monitoring of 
speeding. 

The Gertrude Street extension project would be carried out by Rockdale 
City Council. This comment has been referred to council for their 
consideration in the future development. 

1 What changes will occur to the 
Innesdale Road and Marsh Street 
intersection once the Gertrude Street 
extension is complete. 

The Gertrude Street extension project would be carried out by Rockdale 
City Council. Council is responsible for any changes to local roads.  The 
proposal would support the future extension of Gertrude Street and allow 
for the provision of dual right turn lanes at the new intersection. 
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Category Number of 
submissions 

Matter raised Roads and Maritime response 

1 The consultation process was 
inadequate. 

Roads and Maritime typically allows between two and four weeks for 
consultation on road upgrade proposals. 

The community update for the Marsh Street upgrade was distributed from 
Monday 8 December with consultation closing on Friday 30 January. We 
have provided about eight weeks for the community and stakeholders to 
provide feedback. 

As the proposal does not directly affect residents and businesses within St 
Peters, Tempe, Sydenham, Sydney City, Ashfield, Rockdale, Abbotsford 
and Canada Bay, those areas were not included in our distribution. 
However, the proposal was available on the Roads and Maritime and NSW 
Government website during the consultation period. 

We are happy to add members of the community and stakeholders to our 
database to ensure they receive future updates about the proposal. 

1 Invitation to carry out noise 
monitoring at property. 

Roads and Maritime carried out long-term noise monitoring on Marsh Street 
(properties 22A and 24A) to measure for noise impacts. We consider this 
noise monitoring sufficient and won’t be carrying out further tests at this 
time. 

Results from the noise monitoring are included in the Review of 
Environmental Factors with the full noise and vibration assessment 
available in Appendix F. 

1 Provide a fourth westbound lane on 
Giovanni Brunetti Bridge. 

The proposal includes constructing a third westbound lane along Marsh 
Street which is expected to improve traffic conditions, safety and reduce 
congestion. 

Roads and Maritime is not planning to provide a fourth westbound lane on 
the Giovanni Brunetti Bridge. 

1 Consider extending Marsh Street to 
join Wickham Street. 

The extension of Marsh Street to join Wickham Street is outside the scope 
of this proposal. 

1 Consider impacts of construction 
works on airport operations. 

If the proposal is approved, construction would be carried out at night or 
outside peak traffic periods to minimise impacts to road users.  

Traffic controls would also be in place to minimise the impact of 
construction work on Airport operations. 
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Category Number of 
submissions 

Matter raised Roads and Maritime response 

1 Convert Flora Street to a ‘no through 
road’ at Marsh Street. 

Flora Street is a local road and considered outside the scope of this 
proposal. This comment has been referred to Rockdale City Council. 

1 Need to widen and replace the road 
surface on the southern side cycle 
path on Giovanni Brunetti Bridge. 

Roads and Maritime will assess the surfacing on the southern side cycle 
path on the Giovanni Brunetti Bridge.  

Widening the southern side cycle path on the Giovanni Brunetti Bridge is 
considered outside the scope of this proposal. 

However, widening the cycle path on the north side of the bridge is 
proposed as part of a separate Roads and Maritime proposal to widen the 
shared path on the Giovanni Brunetti Bridge.  The widened cycle path 
would be available for cyclists travelling in both directions. 

1 Install a safety fence on the southern 
side existing westbound cycle path 
on Giovanni Brunetti Bridge. 

Roads and Maritime will investigate installing a fence on the southern side 
cycle path on the Giovanni Brunetti Bridge. 
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Changes to Proposal and Recommendations 
Roads and Maritime has decided to proceed with detailed design and environmental assessment 
for this project. 

Based on discussions with Rockdale City Council, Roads and Maritime will install underground 
infrastructure for the future traffic lights at Gertrude Street and provide space for future dual right 
turn bays to Gertrude Street from Marsh Street. 

Next steps 
Roads and Maritime will finalise the detailed design for this project based on the concept design 
proposed in community consultation. The community will be informed of any major changes to the 
design, construction timeframes and impacts. 
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 Appendix 2 – letter box distribution area 
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