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Tom Ugly’s Bridge – maintenance works 
The Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) is continuing maintenance work on the 
old steel northbound section of Tom Ugly’s Bridge. This project is fully funded by 
the NSW Government.

Background 
Tom Ugly’s Bridge is a key link between 
Sutherland Shire and the Sydney metropolitan 
area, crossing the Georges River between 
Sylvania and Blakehurst. 

The repainting and associated repairs to the 
bridge deck and the structural steel on the 
northbound section of Tom Ugly’s Bridge are an 
essential and ongoing part of a maintenance 
program to preserve the bridge. 

The RTA community update in March 2005 
advised that the maintenance work would be 
done in three phases. 

• Phase 1 – Replacing the bridge expansion 
joints. 

• Phase 2 – Deck repairs and resurfacing. 

• Phase 3 – Repainting and refurbishment. 

Phases 1 and 2  
In October 2004 Phase 1 of the maintenance 
work commenced with the asphalt being 
removed from the bridge and the expansion 
joints being replaced. This was followed by the 
Phase 2 which included waterproofing and 
asphalting the bridge deck. This work was 
completed in October 2005. 

What happens next? 
Phase 3 – Repainting and refurbishment 
The repainting contract has been awarded to 
Lothway-TBS Pty Ltd who has established site 
compounds under the northern and southern 
approaches of the bridge.    

 

The bridge will be repainted following the 
removal of the original lead based paint work.  

The work will be carried out from enclosed 
platforms that will be built to access the bridge.  
Each fully contained platform will have an air 
extraction system to remove and filter all 
airborne particles from the work site. 

The removal of the existing paint work will be 
by a blasting process and will generate some 
noise. The lead waste will be safely removed 
from the site. 

Environmental monitoring will be put in place to 
monitor the air quality and noise of the work 
site and surrounding areas.  The contractor will 
prepare an Air Quality Management Plan and a 
Noise Management Plan detailing any 
monitoring program and measures to reduce 
impacts if required. 

Changes to local traffic during 
works 
The work will generally be carried out Monday 
to Friday from 7am to 6pm and Saturday 
between 8am and 1pm. Residents will be 
notified in advance of any night work. 

A reduced speed limit of 60km/h currently 
applies for safety reasons. Any additional 
changes to traffic conditions will be subject to 
RTA approval and will be signposted. 

Access to the boat ramp loop road and shops 
will remain unchanged. 

Community liaison 
The RTA will continue to update key 
stakeholders and local residents on the progress 
of the maintenance work. 
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A community liaison group has been established 
where the community and the RTA regularly 
exchange information about the project.  

If you would like to be involved, please contact 
Christine McDavitt on 02 9218 3650 or email 
Christine_Mcdavitt@rta.nsw.gov.au.  

Further information 
For more information about maintenance work 
on Tom Ugly’s Bridge, please contact the RTA 
project manager, Peter Ross, on (02) 9352 
9527 or email Peter_Ross@rta.nsw.gov.au. 
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