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Executive Summary 
 

Cosmos Archaeology has been commissioned by the NSW Roads and Traffic Authority 
(RTA) to prepare a Statement of Heritage Impact (SoHI) on 19 built heritage and 
archaeological sites previously identified within the proposed Camden Valley Way 
Road upgrade between Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road.  Eighteen of the 19 sites, 
including 15 potential built heritage or archaeological sites, and three State Heritage 
Listed items, were identified in a Preliminary Environmental Investigation (PEI) that 
looked at a 100 m wide corridor along the entire 14 km length of Camden Valley Way.1 

The RTA is proposing to upgrade Camden Valley Way between Cobbitty Road and 
Cowpasture Road, which includes widening of the road to four lanes, two lanes in 
either direction.  The proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will follow the general 
current alignment of Camden Valley Way.  A shared user pathway will be built on either 
side of the road (Figures 1a to 1l).  All road intersections will be upgraded to facilitate 
the four lanes of traffic, and will include turn left and turn right lanes, traffic islands and 
pedestrian crossings. The proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will also include the 
upgrading of kerbing, drainage, retaining walls and associated landscaping works 
(Figures 1a to 1l). 

The study area for this assessment comprises the locations of 18 items identified 
during the PEI assessment, as well as the possible heritage values that survive on 
Camden Valley Way that are associated with the earlier versions of the road, namely, 
The Great Southern Road and Hume Highway.  These 19 sites include Gledswood and 
Raby and the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal, which are listed on the NSW 
Heritage Register. 

The PEI identified the 18 built heritage and potential archaeological sites from historical 
records and early aerial photographs between Cobbitty Road and Cowpasture Road, 
as well as from heritage register searches.  Cosmos Archaeology undertook further 
site-specific research and field surveys to attempt to identify the location and extent of 
the potential archaeological and built heritage sites. Based on this investigation and the 
final design plan, it was determined/concluded that 15 of the identified potential 
archaeological and built heritage items will not be impacted.  Heritage values 
associated with the former Great Southern Road and Hume Highway have also been 
identified within the study area.  These include boundary lines that front onto Camden 
Valley Way that are similar to the boundary lines associated with the first Crown grants. 

Impacts from the proposed development have been identified at both the Gledswood 
and Raby properties, as well as the road bridge over the Upper Nepean Water Supply 
Canal on Camden Valley Way.   

The following findings and recommendations were made: 

 

                                                 

1 AHMS May 2008, Proposed Camden Valley Way Upgrade: Preliminary non-Aboriginal Heritage 
Assessment. Report prepared for the RTA 
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Site Name 

(PEI Site 
name) 

PEI Identified Item Location 

(RTA Chainage 
Location) 

Archaeological or Heritage Impact Recommendations 

CA 1 

 
Complex of buildings 

Lot 3, DP 360116 – 
696 Camden Valley 
Way  

(10100 to 10480) 

Works will occur between the front fence and the 
current road boundary 

Recommendation 1 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required 

CA2 

 
Complex of buildings  Not assessed - site located 100 m from extent of 

proposed impact works Removed from the Investigation 

CA 3 

 
Building 

Lots 4 & 5, DP 
203127 – 845 
Camden Valley Way 

(8850 o 8750) 

Proposed upgrade will occur within the current 
road corridor with the exception of retaining 
walls that may extend on to the property in the 
location of the drainage line.  No archaeological 
or other heritage impacts were identified in this 
area, the proposed works are therefore 
considered not likely to impact any 
archaeological remains in this area. 

Recommendation 2 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required 

CA 4 

 
Gledswood 

Lot 12 DP 748303 - 
900 Camden Valley 
Way 

(8600 to 7770) 

There will be two direct impacts to the 
Gledswood Estate property.  The first will be 
limited to a 140 m long by 8 m wide section 
along the front (northern) boundary of the 
property; southwest from the intersection of 
Catherine Field Road.  The second is from the 
installation of a new driveway at the north-
western corner of the property, approximately 10 
m wide and 25 m long.  This section of land part 
of the heritage curtilage area for Gledswood.    
The current alignment of the road will be 
retained with both current lanes of traffic 
incorporated into the two southbound lanes in 
the upgraded road design.  

See section 4.3 

Recommendation 3 

A section 60 permit application is made 
to the Heritage Council, Department of 
Planning, for the approval for redefining 
the curtilage of the Gledswood Estate 
to the new boundary of Camden Valley 
Way. 

Recommendation 4 

As Gledswood  is listed on the Camden 
LEP, notification of the proposed 
impact to the property is required to be 
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made to Camden Council as 
designated in State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Infrastructure) (2007).  
This is to provide written notice of the 
intention to carry out the road upgrade 
works to the Council outlining the 
impact to Gledswood. A copy of the 
heritage impact assessment, should be 
included in the notification. 

Recommendation 5 

New fencing and / or plantings to be 
installed between the boundary of the 
new road and the Gledswood estate, 
where possible, should follow the 
guidelines established in the 
Landscape Conservation Plan and 
road safety requirements, and should 
not impair the views to and from 
Gledswood Estate. 

 

CA 5 

 
Raby 

Lot, DP 401548 – 
1025 Camden Valley 
Way 

(6650 to 7600) 

 

The proposed upgrade in the vicinity of Raby 
would direct impact to the front (southern) 
boundary of the property would occur within a 30 
m section of land that would be acquired from 
the Raby property.  This acquisition will occur 
outside, but immediately adjacent to, the 
heritage curtilage area defined for Raby.  The 
proposed upgrade will not impact on the main 
entrance way gate, driveway or bridge across 
Riley's Creek.  The fence has recently been 
replaced with a new fence.   

Impacts would also occur directly to Riley's 
Creek on the property due to the new drainage 

See Section 4.4 

Recommendation 6 

Consultation with the Heritage Council, 
Department of Planning, should be 
undertaken regarding the impact to the 
section of Riley's Creek within the 
heritage curtilage area of Raby prior to 
submission. 

Recommendation 7 

An application to the Heritage Council 
for a  Section 60 permit to approve the 
works that will occur to Riley's Creek 

CA 4 (Cont) 
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system required.  A section of the works that 
require the retaining of the creek will occur within 
the heritage curtilage area.  This is the only 
direct impact that will occur to the listed property 

Raby Road will be upgraded to a signalised T-
intersection.   

There are no indirect impacts to the State 
Heritage Listed property from the proposed 
upgrade of Camden Valley Way. 

within the heritage curtilage area of 
Raby will be required.   

Recommendation 8 

As Raby  is listed on the Camden LEP, 
notification of the proposed impact to 
the property is required to be made to 
Camden Council as designated in 
State Environmental Planning Policy 
(Infrastructure) (2007).  This is to 
provide written notice of the intention to 
carry out the road upgrade works to the 
Council outlining the impact to Raby. A 
copy of the heritage impact 
assessment, should be included in the 
notification. 

Recommendation 9 

New fencing and / or plantings to be 
installed between the boundary of the 
new road and the property boundary of 
Raby, where possible, should follow 
the guidelines established in the 
Conservation Management Plan and 
road safety requirements. 

Recommendation 10 

A heritage management plan should be 
prepared detailing procedures to follow 
in the event of the discovery of 
archaeological features during 
excavation works within the section of 
land that will be acquired from Raby. 
This management plan should include 
details of the types of archaeological 
material that may be uncovered and 
procedures that should be followed in 



 

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   

the event that relics are uncovered. 

Recommendation 11 

An archival photographic recording of 
the front of Raby should be undertaken 
before any works commence in the 
area.  The archival recording should 
conform to the standard as outlined in 
the “Photographic Recording of 
Heritage Items Using Film or Digital 
Capture” prepared by the Heritage 
Branch, Department of Planning. 

CA 6 

 
Former Road Alignment 

Former road 
alignment of Camden 
Valley Way (Hume 
Highway) between 
Heath Road and Park 
Street 

(4100 to 4650) 

The "road" identified in the 1947 aerial 
photograph located on the south-eastern side of 
Camden Valley Way could not be relocated.  
The area where the road was has been 
revegetated with trees.  No evidence of a former 
road alignment was located in this area, and it is 
likely the road was a farm track. 

Recommendation 12 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required 

CA 7 

 
Building 

Lot B, DP 418632 – 
1150 Camden Valley 
Way (5750 to 5880) 

No impact will occur to the property 
containing this heritage item.    

CA 8 

 
Building 

Lot 49B, DP 8979 – 
696 Camden Valley 
Way  (3850 to 3950) 

No impact will occur to the property 
containing this heritage item.    

CA 9 

 
Buildings and Gardens 

Lot 54, DP 8979 – 
1409 Camden Valley 
Way 

(3140 to 3210) 

The feature identified in the PEI is likely to be 
the fibro shed located on the property.  The 
upgrade will have an impact immediately inside 
the property boundary, however, no 
archaeological items were identified in the area  

Recommendation 13 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 10 Building Lots 10 & 11, DP 
1020864 – 1310 

Proposed works will occur in the adjacent 
property fronting Camden Valley Way, and not 
the property where the building was identified in 

Recommendation 14 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 



 

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   

 Camden Valley Way 

(2960 to 3000)  

the PEI from the 1947 aerial photograph.  No 
other heritage or archaeological items were 
identified in the areas that will be impacted by 
the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade 

work required  

CA 11 

 
Building 

Lots 21 & 22, DP 
596177 

(2600 to 2750) 

No impact will occur to the property 
containing this heritage item.  An upgrade 
of the existing drainage line at the front of 
this property will occur, which is not 
considered to be a potential impact. 

 

CA 12 

 
Building 

Lot 56B, DP 8979 

(2300 to 2400) 

No impact will occur to the property 
containing this heritage item.   

CA 13 

 
Building 

Lots 1 & 2, DP 
1085902 – 1492 
Camden Valley Way 

(1650 to 1750) 

The proposed upgrade will occur in front of the 
boundary of the property.  This section was once 
part of the property at 1492 Camden Valley 
Way.  The possible building identified in the 
1947 aerial was located well back from the road.  
The area where the upgrade will occur has been 
disturbed. No other heritage or archaeological 
items were identified in the areas that will be 
impacted by the proposed Camden Valley Way 
upgrade. 

Recommendation 15 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 14 

 
Complex of buildings 

(Lot 13, DP 707337 – 
1525 Camden Valley 
Way   

(1600 to 2060) 

No impact will occur to the property 
containing this heritage item.  

 

CA 15 

 
Sydney Water Supply Canal 

Bridge crossing along 
Camden Valley Way 
across the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply 
Canal 

(1560 to 1600) 

Road upgrade will result in the replacement of 
the current bridge.  The new bridge will be wider, 
extending to the south, and will overlay the 
alignment of the current bridge. The bridge has 
been identified as a locally significant 
component to the overall scheme as the bridge 
has been modified and widened previously.  The 
new road bridge will not impact on the two 

Recommendation 16 

An application for an Exemption to carry out 
the removal the proposed removal and 
replacement of the bridge must be made to the 
Heritage Council, Department of Planning, 
under S.57(3) of the Heritage Act, prior to the 
works commencing.   
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nearby flumes, the canal, or any other features.  Recommendation 17 

Notification must be made to the NSW 
Heritage Council regarding the removal of the 
individual item from the Sydney Water Section 
170 Heritage and Conservation Listing of the 
Upper Nepean Water Supply  Canal.  This 
must be done in consultation with Sydney 
Water prior to the notification to the Heritage 
Council. 

Recommendation 18 

As the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal is 
listed on the Liverpool LEP, notification of the 
proposed impact to the property is required to 
be made to Liverpool Council as designated in 
State Environmental Planning Policy 
(Infrastructure) (2007).  This is to provide 
written notice of the intention to carry out the 
road upgrade works to the Council outlining 
the impact to the Canal system. A copy of the 
heritage impact assessment, should be 
included in the notification. 

Recommendation 19 

An archival photographic recording of the 
Camden Valley Way road bridge over the 
Upper Nepean Canal should be undertaken 
before any works commence in the area.  The 
archival recording should conform to the 
standard as outlined in the “Photographic 
Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or 
Digital Capture” prepared by the Heritage 
Branch, Department of Planning. 

 

Recommendation 20 

A Heritage Management Plan should be 
prepared outlining significant elements of the 
Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal and 
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suitable work methods around each item, 
should be prepared prior to works 
commencing.  These methods should also be 
included in the area specific construction plan 
documents. 

CA 16a - 

 
Series of Buildings 

Lot 1, DP 501499 – 
1625 Camden Valley 
Way 

(1240 to 1450) 

The building identified from the 1947 aerial 
photograph is located over 40 m from the current 
alignment of Camden Valley Way.  The 
proposed works will occur between the road 
boundary and the front property fence, and will 
not impact on any identified or potential 
archaeological remains. 

Recommendation 21 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 16b - 

 
Series of Buildings 

Lot 14 & 15, DP 
501499 – 1625 
Camden Valley Way 

 

The building identified from the 1947 aerial 
photograph is located over 40 m from the current 
alignment of Camden Valley Way.  The 
proposed works will occur between the road 
boundary and the front property fence, and will 
not impact on any identified or potential 
archaeological remains. 

Recommendation 22 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 16c 

 

Series of Buildings 

 

Lot 101 DP 876560 

(1050 to 1150) 

The location of the possible structure identified 
from the 1947 aerial photograph could not be 
located due to the high level of landscaping that 
has occurred associated with the cemetery.  The 
proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will 
occur within approximately 20 m of the current 
road boundary, an area that has already been 
highly disturbed from the construction of the 
road, and from the installation of the gas main.  
No archaeological remains or areas of interest 
were identified from the site survey and due to 
the disturbance in this area it is not likely that 
archaeological relics would be present in this 
area. 

Recommendation 23 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

 Camden Valley Way Study area 
The upgrade of Camden valley Way will follow 
the current alignment of Camden Valley Way. 
This alignment generally follows the alignment of 

Recommendation 24 

An archival photographic record of sections of 
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the previous versions of the road, namely The 
Great Southern Road and Hume Highway.  
Whilst the alignments are similar, it is unlikely 
that archaeological relics associated with these 
earlier roads would exist prior to the 1920s 
upgrade works. 

Property boundaries fronting Camden Valley 
Way are similar in location and orientation as to 
boundaries of the early 19th century. The fence 
lines are representative of the modern 
subdivision, the boundaries are considered to be 
reflective of the character and alignment of the 
boundaries of the earliest Crown grants.  The 
proposed works will impact not only the fence 
lines, but also the relocate them up to 20 m back 
from their current position. 

Identified aesthetic heritage vales identified in 
the study area, namely the plantings associated 
with Remembrance Way, will not be impacted 
from the proposed upgrade, and will be retained 
adjacent to the new alignment of Camden Valley 
Way. 

the current Camden Valley Way should be 
undertaken before any works commence.  This 
recording should focus in areas where current 
boundaries adjacent to Camden Valley Way 
that are reflective of earlier 19th century 
boundaries that fronted on the road will be 
removed and setback from the current 
alignment.  The recording should also include 
the aesthetic aspects of the road in the 
section, particularly the current road alignment 
in association with the Remembrance Way 
plantings. 

The archival recording should conform to the 
standard as outlined in the “Photographic 
Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or 
Digital Capture” prepared by the Heritage 
Branch, Department of Planning. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background  

Cosmos Archaeology has been commissioned by the NSW Roads and Traffic Authority 
(RTA) to prepare a Statement of Heritage Impact (SoHI) on 16 potential  heritage and 
archaeological sites, and three State Heritage Register items previously identified 
within the area of the proposed Camden Valley Way Road upgrade between Cobbitty 
Road to Cowpasture Road.  Eighteen of the heritage items were identified in a 
Preliminary Environmental Investigation (PEI) that looked at a 100 m wide corridor 
along the entire 14 km length of Camden Valley Way.2  An additional site, assessing 
heritage values present on Camden Valley Way, was included to identify potential 
heritage items and values associated with earlier versions of the road. 

1.2 The development proposal  
The RTA is proposing to upgrade Camden Valley Way between Cobbitty Road and 
Cowpasture Road.  A shared user pathway will be built on either side of the road 
(Figures 1a to 1l).  All road intersections will be upgraded to facilitate the four lanes of 
traffic, and will include turn left and turn right lanes, traffic islands and pedestrian 
crossings. The proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will also include the upgrading 
of kerbing, drainage and associated landscaping works (Figures 1a to 1l). 

1.3 The study area and objectives 
The study area for this assessment comprises the locations of three State Heritage 
Listed items, the 15 potential heritage items identified during the preliminary heritage 
assessment, as well as the section of Camden Valley Way within the study area.  The 
items identified in the PEI are: 

 

PEI Item 
Number 

Identified 
Item 

Description Site Potential 

004 Building Galvanised iron and timber shed Built/ Archaeological 
Potential  

005 Raby Wooden fence and bridge at 
entrance to Raby 

Built/ Archaeological 
Potential 

006 Market garden 
and building 

Continued use as market 
garden, building mid to late 20th 
century  

Landscape/ possible 
archaeological potential 

009 Building “Murphys” fibro house, rough 
post and galvanised iron shed. 

Built landscape 

Table 1 : Potential heritage items identified in the PEI report

                                                 
2 AHMS May 2008, Proposed Camden Valley Way Upgrade: Preliminary non-Aboriginal Heritage 
Assessment. Report prepared for the RTA. 
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PEI Item 
Number 

Identified 
Item 

Description Site Potential 

010 Building 
Complex 

Red brick house currently on 
site, constructed in 1951, 
replaced earlier wooden house.  
Fibro and Galvanised Iron 
Sheds 

Built/ Archaeological 
potential 

012 Building Timber house, brick house and 
chicken sheds, mid to late 20th 
century 

Built 

014 Nepean Water 
Supply Canal 

Sandstone and cement water 
supply canal.  No Access 
allowed in curtilage.  Bridge over 
canal is different to the c 1930s 
bridge 

Work 

015 Building Fibro buildings on machine 
made brick strip footings mid to 
late 20th century 

Archaeological potential 

017 Building 
Complex 

Mid to Late 20th century 
buildings and memorial stone at 
gate way to property. 

Built/Landscape 

018  Gledswood Gate, fences and dam Built Landscape 

019 Complex/ 
buildings 

Concrete, possibly remains of 
early to mid 20th century dairy 

Archaeological potential 

021 Building  No buildings present within 
study area. 

Archaeological potential. 

022 
(located 
across 2 
sites) 

Building Area inspected no visible 
remains 

Archaeological potential 

024 Building Original building burnt down, 
existing building constructed late 
20th century 

Archaeological  potential 

025 Building Site has been demolished, 
possible archaeological remains 

Archaeological potential 

026 Road 
Alignment 

Potential former Camden Valley 
way road Alignment 

Archaeological Potential 

027 Bridge Bridge Spanning Upper Nepean 
Water Supply Canal at Camden 
Valley Way 

Built 

Table 1 (Cont): Potential heritage items identified in the PEI report. 
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The key objectives of the assessment and SoHI include: 

 Determine the location of all identified heritage items in relation to the proposed road 
works to assess if they will be impacted; 

 Determine the significance of each heritage and archaeological item that will be 
impacted by the proposed road works; 

 Assess the impact the proposal would have on the heritage significance of the 
identified items, and; 

 Provide mitigation options and recommendations relating to the potential impact. 

 
1.4 Report Layout 
Section 2 of this report details the statutory and non-statutory requirements for the 
project.  Section 3 contains a summary of the previous assessments that have been 
completed for this project only, and a general history of settlement of the area. In order 
to simplify the reading of this report, Section 4 combines the specific site history of the 
study area, significance assessment, site inspection, proposed development, impact 
assessment and recommendations and presents them for each site separately. Section 
5 is a summary of the findings and recommendations.   

1.5 Acknowledgements  
Cosmos Archaeology would like to thank Kali Gupta, Bill Evans, Gina Kelly and Peter 
Wassall, Daniel Percival (RTA) and Libby Robertson (Librarian Heritage Branch)  for 
their support in the preparation of this report. 

1.6 Abbreviations Used 
CMP  Conservation Management Plan 

LEP  Local Environmental Plan 

NLA  National Library of Australia 

RTA  Roads & Traffic Authority (NSW) 

SoHI  Statement of Heritage Impact 

SHR  State Heritage Register 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   5

 

 

 

Fi
gu

re
 1

a:
 P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 1

. (
S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   6

Fi
gu

re
 1

b:
 P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 2

. (
S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   7

Fi
gu

re
 1

c:
 P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 3

. (
S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   8

Fi
gu

re
 1

d:
 P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 4

. (
S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   9

 

Fi
gu

re
 1

e:
 P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 5

. (
S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   10

 

Fi
gu

re
 1

f: 
P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 6

. (
S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   11

 

Fi
gu

re
 1

g:
 P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 7

. (
S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   12

 

Fi
gu

re
 1

h:
 P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 8

. (
S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   13

 

Fi
gu

re
 1

i: 
P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 9

. (
S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   14

 

Fi
gu

re
 1

j: 
P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 1

0.
 (S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   15

Fi
gu

re
 1

k:
 P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 1

1.
 (S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   16

Fi
gu

re
 1

l: 
P

ro
po

se
d 

C
am

de
n 

V
al

le
y 

W
ay

 u
pg

ra
de

 –
 C

ob
bi

tty
 R

oa
d 

to
 C

ow
pa

st
ur

e 
R

oa
d 

- S
he

et
 1

2.
 (S

ou
rc

e:
 R

TA
) 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   17

2.0 STATUTORY ISSUES  

2.1 Cultural Heritage Statutory Protection  - Introduction 

Cultural heritage in New South Wales is protected and managed under a hierarchy of 
legislation.  The following section provides a brief summary of the relevant statutory 
regulations relevant to the current study area.  

2.1.1 NSW Heritage Act 1977 (amended 1999) 

The NSW Heritage Act 1977 is the primary piece of State legislation affording 
protection to all items of environmental heritage (natural and cultural) in New South 
Wales.  Under the Act, “items of environmental heritage” include places, buildings, 
works, relics, moveable objects and precincts identified as significant based on 
historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, architectural, natural or aesthetic 
values.  Items of identified heritage at a level of State significance are listed on the 
NSW State Heritage Register and are afforded automatic protection under the Act 
against any activities that may damage an item or affect its heritage significance. 

Relics provision & protection 

In addition to buildings and items listed on the State Heritage Register, relics are 
afforded automatic statutory protection under the Act.  The Act defines ‘relics’ as: 

 

Any deposit, artefact, objet or material evidence that: 

a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not 
being Aboriginal settlement, and  

 

(b) is of State or local heritage significance.  

 (NSW Heritage Act, 1977, Part 1 (4) – Definitions )  

Sections 139 to 145 of the Act prevent the disturbance or excavation of any land if 
there is a reasonable cause to suspect that a relic will be discovered, exposed, moved, 
damaged or destroyed, unless an excavation permit has been issued by the Heritage 
Council of NSW.  Any relic listed on the State Heritage Register requires approval 
under a Section 60 permit application to the NSW Heritage Council to impact or move 
the item. 

Infrastructure still in use today that has been identified as a heritage item is known as 
a work. These items are not defined as a relic, and development affecting them can be 
carried out under a list of Standard Exemptions (State Significant) or Exceptions 
(locally Significant) published by the Heritage Council.3 The significance of the item 
and the level of impact determines the requirement to undertake a heritage 
assessment and proposed suitable mitigation works; however, a permit application is 
not require. 

                                                 

3 NSW Heritage Branch (2006) Standard Exemptions for Works Requiring Heritage Council Approval; 
NSW Heritage Branch, (2000) schedule of General exceptions; NSW Heritage Branch (2006) Schedule of 
Additional Exceptions. 
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NSW S170 Heritage and Conservation Register. 

The NSW Heritage Act 1977 also requires all government agencies to identify and 
manage heritage assets in their ownership and control.  Under Section 170 of the Act, 
government instrumentalities must establish and keep a register entitled the “Heritage 
& Conservation Register” which includes all items of environmental heritage listed on 
the State Heritage Register, an environmental planning instrument or which may be 
subject to an interim heritage order that are owned, occupied or managed by that 
government instrumentality.   

Under Section 170A of the Heritage Act 1977, all government agencies must also 
ensure that all items entered on its Heritage & Conservation Register are maintained 
with due diligence in accordance with State Owned Heritage Management Principles 
approved by the NSW Minister for Infrastructure & Planning on advice of the NSW 
Heritage Council.4  These principles serve to protect and conserve the heritage 
significance of identified sites, items and objects and are based on relevant NSW 
heritage legislation and statutory guidelines.   

The RTA and Sydney Water have Heritage & Conservation Registers  that were 
established in accordance with Section 170 of the NSW Heritage Act (1977) in order to 
record all the heritage items in the ownership or under the control of the RTA and 
Sydney Water and to assist in total asset management by providing information on 
RTA and Sydney Water assets which have identified heritage significance.  The 
Registers have been prepared in accordance with the NSW Heritage Office guidelines 
and correspond with information in the State Heritage Inventory, as managed by the 
NSW Heritage Office. 

 

2.1.2 Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 establishes the framework for 
cultural heritage values to be formally assessed in the land use planning and 
development consent process.  The Act requires that environmental impacts are 
considered prior to land development; this includes impacts on cultural heritage items 
and places as well as archaeological sites and deposits. The Act also requires that 
Local Governments prepare planning instruments (such as Local Environmental Plans, 
Development Control Plans) in accordance with the Act to provide guidance on the 
level of environmental assessment required.   

Under this Act, there are two planning documents relevant to this project , State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007, and the relevant Local 
Environmental Plan. The current study area falls within the boundaries of the Camden 
Local Environmental Plan No. 48 (1992), and the Liverpool Local Environmental Plan 
(2008). 

 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 

State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPP) are prepared by the NSW Department 
of Planning under the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. SEPP 

                                                 
4 NSW Heritage Office (2005) 
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(Infrastructure) 2007 is directed towards facilitating the effective delivery of 
infrastructure across NSW by providing a consistent planning regime for the provision 
of public infrastructure services. The SEPP deals specifically with environmental 
assessments relating to infrastructure and services development and allows for certain 
development of minimal environmental impact to be identified as exempt development 
(i.e. exempt from development consent requirements at local council level). 

Under SEPP (Infrastructure) 2007 – Clause 94 – development for the purpose of a 
road or road infrastructure facilities may be carried out by or on behalf of a public 
authority without consent (with the exception of reserved land under the National Parks 
& Wildlife Act). Alterations or additions to an existing road are included within Clause 
94 as “development for road infrastructure facilities.” 

However, SEPP (Infrastructure) 2007 includes certain provisions regarding heritage 
items – including local heritage items and items listed in LEPs (“a place, building, work, 
relic, tree, archaeological site or Aboriginal object that is identified as a heritage item in 
a local or regional environmental plan”) such Gledswood, Raby and the Upper Nepean 
Water Supply Canal. 

Clause 14 of SEPP (Infrastructure) 2007 states that any development carried out by or 
on behalf of a public authority that is likely to have an impact (that is not minor or 
inconsequential) on a local heritage item – even if the development is one that the 
SEPP provides may be carried out without consent – must involve impact assessment 
and consultation with local council/s. If a development that will have a moderate – high 
impact on an item of heritage is proposed, Clause 14 of SEPP (Infrastructure) 2007 
states that prior to carrying out the development, the public authority (or person acting 
on behalf of the public authority) must: 

 have an assessment of the impact prepared, and; 

 provide written notice of the intention to carry out the development, with a copy 
of the assessment, to the council for the area in which the heritage item or 
heritage conservation area is located, and; 

 take into consideration any response to the notice that is received from the 
council within 21 days after the notice is given. 

 

Camden Local Environmental Plan No. 48 (1992) 

Part 2 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan (LEP) (1992) contains provisions for 
the protection of cultural heritage and archaeological sites, items and values.  Under 
the LEP (Part 2 s.24(5)), “the Council must not consent to development involving a 
heritage item unless it has considered a heritage assessment report or a conservation 
plan.” 

 

Liverpool Local Environmental Plan (2008) 

Part 5 of the Liverpool LEP details the protection and requirements for developments 
on land where a heritage item, heritage conservation area, or immediately adjacent to 
an identified curtilage area.  As outlined in the LEP, council may require "a heritage 
impact statement to be prepared that assesses the extent to which the carrying out of 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   20

the proposed development would affect the heritage significance of the heritage item or 
heritage conservation area concerned" (Part 5 s.10(5)).  Individual heritage items and 
conservation areas within the Liverpool Council area are listed under Schedule 5 of the 
LEP. 

 

Camden Local Environmental Plan 151 (El Caballo Blanco and Gledswood) 
(DRAFT) 

A draft Environmental Plan was put on public exhibition by Camden Council  regarding 
the a proposed re-zoning plan of El Caballo Blanco and Gledswood.  The draft LEP 
was created to control the development that occurred on these two properties, with 
particular reference to controlling the density of houses and to preserve social, 
environmental and economic sustainability of Camden.  As Gledswood is a listed 
heritage item on the State Heritage Register, the draft LEP states the objectives of the 
heritage conservation of the area are: 

 to conserve the heritage significance of the Gledswood Homestead and the 
Sydney Catchment Authority Upper Canal, which are located on lands 
adjoining the subject property. (Part 5 s.6(1a)) 

 

The draft LEP also required that before consent can be granted for development within 
the  area covered under this LEP, that: 

The consent authority may, before granting consent to any development 
on land: 

 (a) on which a heritage item is situated, or 

 (b) within a heritage conservation area, or 

 (c) within the vicinity of land referred to in paragraph (a) or (b), 

require a heritage impact statement to be prepared that assesses the extent 
to which the carrying out of the proposed development would affect the 
heritage significance of the heritage item or heritage conservation area 
concerned. . (Part 5 s.8(5)). 

A proposed re-zoning plan of Gledswood and El Caballo Blanco has been 
produced, rezoning sections of the State Register Property for recreational 
and low density housing.  A separate zoning has been nominated around 
the main homestead complex and is proposed to be zoned as to be used 
for tourist orientated development. 

The Draft LEP 151 does not negate the listing of Gledswood Estate on the 
State Heritage Register, or the current heritage curtilage area that has been 
established around the item.  This Draft LEP is being considered  by 
Camden Council and may be endorsed.   

 

2.2 Statutory Heritage Register Searches  

In New South Wales, there are three types of statutory listings for cultural heritage 
sites, objects and places: 
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 local listing on the heritage schedule of a council’s environmental planning 
instrument Local Environmental Plan (LEP) or Regional Environmental Plan 
(REP),  

 State listing on the NSW Heritage Office State Heritage Register, and;  

 National listing on the Australian Government National Heritage List. 

Statutory registers provide legal protection for heritage items; in NSW this protection 
generally comes from the NSW Heritage Act 1977, the NSW Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 and the Commonwealth Environment Protection & 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.     

2.2.1 National Heritage List 

The National Heritage List is a register of natural and cultural places with outstanding 
heritage significance to the Australian nation.  Each entry to the National Heritage List 
is assessed by the Australian Heritage Council as having exceptional heritage value 
and is protected under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999.  The Act requires that approval is obtained from the Australian 
Government Minister for Environment Protection, Heritage and the Arts before any 
action takes place that has, will have, or is likely to have, a significant impact on the 
national heritage values of a listed place.   

There are no sites listed immediately adjacent to Camden Valley Way between 
Cobbitty Road and Cowpasture Road. 

2.2.2 NSW State Heritage Register   

The State Heritage Register is a statutory list of places and items of State heritage 
significance made by the Minister Planning. The Register lists a diverse range of 
places, including archaeological sites, that are particularly important to the State and 
which enrich our understanding of the history of NSW.  

Places and items listed on the Register are legally protected under the NSW Heritage 
Act 1977 and approval is required from the Heritage Council of NSW prior to 
undertaking work that results in their alteration or modification. 

Three sites are listed on the NSW State Heritage Register: Gledswood Estate, Raby 
and the Upper Canal System (Prospect Reservoir to Cordeaux Dam).  Each of these 
sites will be assessed within this report. 

2.2.3 Camden Local Environmental Plan, No. 48 (1992) 

Identified items of cultural heritage significance within Camden Local Government Area 
are listed in Schedule 1 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan (1992).  Each item in 
this list is subject to protection under the planning and development controls of the 
LEP.   

Schedule 1 of the LEP outlines known heritage items within the Council area.  There 
are four heritage items listed on Camden Valley Way, two are located within the 
study area:  

 Raby 

 Gledswood Estate 

Both of these items are within the potential impact area and will be assessed below. 
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2.2.3 Liverpool Local Environmental Plan (2008) 

Schedule 5 of the Liverpool LEP lists heritage items and heritage curtilage areas within 
the Liverpool council boundary.  Items on this list are protected under the development 
controls of the LEP. 

 

There is one heritage item listed on Camden Valley Way that is within the Study 
area: 

 Sydney Water Supply Upper Canal 

 

This item is located within the potential impact area and will be assessed below. 

 

2.2.4 NSW Section 170 Heritage & Conservation Register  

There are no sites listed on the RTA’s Section 170 Heritage Register immediately 
adjacent to Camden Valley Way between Cobbitty Road and Cowpasture Road. 

 

There is one item that has been listed on the Sydney Water Section 170 Register 
immediately adjacent to Camden Valley Way between Cobbitty Road and Cowpasture 
Road. 

 The Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal. 

 - The road bridge over the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal has 
been identified as a local significant element as part of the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply Canal heritage listing. 

 

Summary  

 Commonwealth 
Environment 
Protection & 
Biodiversity 

Conservation 
Act 1999. 

NSW 
Heritage 

Act 

NSW S170 
Heritage and 
Conservation 

Register 

Camden Local 
Environmental 

Plan No. 48 
(1992) 

Liverpool 
Local 

Environmental 
Plan (2008) 

State 
Environmental 

Planning 
Policy 

(Infrastructure) 
2007 

Gledswood 
Estate       

Raby       
Sydney 
Water 

Supply 
Upper 
Canal 

 
     

Table 2: Summary of known heritage items in the study area.
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3.0 Background Review  

3.1 Previous Studies 

A preliminary heritage assessment was undertaken by Archaeological and Heritage 
Management Solutions (AHMS) in May 2008 for inclusion into the RTA’s Preliminary 
Environmental Investigation.  The study area for the investigation was a 14 km section 
of Camden Valley Way, which included a 100 m corridor either side of the road 
between Smeaton Grange Road and Bringelly Road.5  As the study area was 
extremely large, the objectives of the investigation were to identify known and potential 
historic heritage items and to make initial assessments of significance.  Items were 
identified though a range of sources, including a search of heritage registers and 
databases, historical maps and plans, as well as carrying out targeted field surveys 
based on predictive models from their historical research. 6 

For the section of road between Cobbitty Road and Cowpasture Road, 17 heritage 
items were identified.  These sites were identified through limited historical research, 
including the use of the earliest aerial photograph for the area. Brief site inspections 
were conducted at each of the sites to identify the location of the known or potential 
heritage or archaeological sites. 7  The results of report’s findings are summarised 
below. 

CA Site # Identified 
Item 

Description Site Potential 

CA 1 Complex/ 
buildings 

Concrete, possibly remains of 
early to mid 20th century dairy 

Archaeological potential 

CA 3 Building Galvanised iron and timber shed Built/ Archaeological 
Potential  

CA 4 Gledswood Gate, fences and dam Built Landscape 

CA 5 Raby Wooden fence and bridge at 
entrance to Raby 

Built/ Archaeological 
Potential 

CA 6 Road 
Alignment 

Potential former Camden Valley 
way road Alignment 

Archaeological Potential 

CA 7 Building 
Complex 

Mid to Late 20th century 
buildings and memorial stone at 
gate way to property. 

Built/Landscape 

Table 3: Summary of results from the Preliminary non-Aboriginal Heritage Assessment 
(source: AHMS 2008, p36-8). 

 
 

                                                 
5 Ibid, p6 
6 Ibid, p6 – 8 
7 Ibid, p36 
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CA Site # Identified 
Item 

Description Site Potential 

CA 8 Building “Murphys” fibro house, rough 
post and galvanised iron shed. 

Built landscape 

CA 9 Market garden 
and building 

Continued use as market 
garden, building mid to late 20th 
century  

Landscape/ possible 
archaeological potential 

CA 10 Building Timber house, brick house and 
chicken sheds, mid to late 20th 
century 

Built 

CA 11 Building Fibro buildings on machine 
made brick strip footings mid to 
late 20th century 

Archaeological potential 

CA 12 Building 
Complex 

Red brick house currently on 
site, constructed in 1951, 
replaced earlier wooden house.  
Fibro and Galvanised Iron 
Sheds 

Built/ Archaeological 
potential 

CA 13 Building Original building burnt down, 
existing building constructed late 
20th century 

Archaeological  potential 

CA 14 Building Site has been demolished, 
possible archaeological remains 

Archaeological potential 

CA 15 Nepean Water 
Supply Canal 

Sandstone and cement water 
supply canal.  No Access 
allowed in curtilage.  Bridge over 
canal is different to the c 1930s 
bridge 

Work 

CA 16a Building  No buildings present within 
study area. 

Archaeological potential. 

CA 16b & 
16c 

Building Area inspected no visible 
remains 

Archaeological potential 

Table 3 (Cont): Summary of results from the Preliminary non-Aboriginal Heritage Assessment 
(source: AHMS 2008, p36-8). 

 

The AHMS PEI assessment was based on a broader study area as the concept design 
for the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade at the time of the assessment had yet to 
be developed.  Based on the present concept design five potential heritage items 
identified in the PEI assessment can be removed from the assessment as it is clear 
that no impact will occur to the properties.  The sites that are be excluded from this 
assessment are presented in Table 4.  

Historic site Gledswood was also noted in the PEI assessment as a site outside of the 
study area, however, the State Heritage listing for the property includes the whole of 
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the property, which fronts onto Camden Valley Way; and as such, is considered within 
the study area for this project. 

 CA Site # Identified 
Item 

Reason 

CA 7 Building 
Complex 

No impact will occur to the property containing this heritage 
item. 

CA 8 Building No impact will occur to the property containing this heritage 
item.  An upgrade of the existing drainage line at the front of 
this property will occur, which is not considered to be a 
potential impact. 

CA 11 Building No impact will occur to the property containing this heritage 
item.  An upgrade of the existing drainage line at the front of 
this property will occur, which is not considered to be a 
potential impact. 

CA 12 Building 
Complex 

No impact will occur to the property containing this heritage 
item. 

CA 14 Building No impact will occur to the property containing this heritage 
item. 

Table 4: Potential Heritage items identified in the PEI assessment that have been 
excluded from this assessment. 

 

3.2 General History of the Locality 

The following is a general history of the study area focusing on the origins of the Cow 
Pasture Road and first Crown grants within the study area and their subsequent 
subdivision into the smaller allotments that are visible today.  Histories from first Crown 
grants have been compiled only for five of the first Crown grants within the study area, 
as all of the heritage items discussed in Section 4 of this report are situated within the 
boundaries of these Crown grants.  Specific site histories for each of the 17 heritage 
items continue on from this general history in Section 4 of this report. 

3.2.1 The Cow Pastures and early Crown grants 

The area where the road widening works are proposed was originally known as the 
Cow Pastures.  The area west of the Nepean River gained its name from Governor 
Hunter who explored the region in 1796 after earlier explorers who noted a herd of wild 
cattle present in the area.  The herd originated from escaped cattle gifted to Governor 
Phillip from King George III.8  The area remained Crown Land and access to the 
Nepean River and surrounding lands was restricted for the preservation of the wild 
heard as decreed by Governor King.9 A barn was built near the ford of the Nepean 
River, where the river could be crossed via a ford, and constables were appointed to 
enforce the decree.  The hut was built in 1805 and was the first building in the area. 

                                                 
8 Mylrea, P.J. 2002, Camden District: A history to the 1840s. Camden Historical Society. p7 
9 Ibid, p9 
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A survey for a road soon followed, with James Meehan under instructions from the 
Governor to mark out a track from Prospect to the Nepean Crossing.  This road 
became known as the Old Cowpastures Road. 

In the vicinity of present day Narellan, Crown grants were predominately made by 
Governor Macquarie between 1810 and 1818.  John Macarthur was granted a 5000 
acre grant in 1805, however, other grantees were denied access to land in the area.  
Macquarie favoured a combination of large and small Crown grants, with 36 of the 67 
grants made less than 40 hectares.  Macquarie’s hope was that these smaller grants 
would be productive and profitable for the grantee, and for the needs to the colony.  
Surrounding these “smaller” grants were larger grants that ranged between 1200 to 
3000 hectares, such as William Campbell’s Harrington Park grant of 2000 hectares.10 
An unknown dated Parish Map of Narellan, possibly between 1830 – 183411, shows the 
patchwork of different size grants that were made around Cowpastures Road (Figure 
2). 

The first Crown grant in the district was to John Macarthur in 1805.  Macarthur saw the 
potential for the production of wool in the area and lobbied the British Government 
regarding the potential the new colony had.  The result of his work was a 5000 acre 
grant where Macarthur began sheep farming, and by 1810 exports of wool to England 
had commenced.  The Macarthur estates expanded as did the wool industry in 
Australia.  Letters between Elizabeth Macarthur and John reveal that cows were also 
present on their farm in 1824, and that in 1827 vineyards were planted.  

Closer to Narellan were the estates of William Campbell (Harrington Park, 1816) and 
Edward Lord (Orielton Farm, 1815), both on the northern side of Cowpastures Road.  
Both of these grants were utilised initially as grazing lands, predominately sheep and 
cattle12.  A sale notice of Orielton Farm in 1840 describes the presence of a threshing 
mill and winnowing machine13, indicating the change in focus from grazing to cropping 
and associated capital interests.  The same change from original pastoral farming to 
include cropping also occurred to the first Crown grants that were made within the 
study area, that are discussed below.  

3.2.1.1 Simeon Lord 

Simeon Lord was granted a three 200 acres allotments adjacent to each other on the 
1st of January, 1810.  The allotments were located on the southeast side of Camden 

Valley Way, north of the intersection with Denham Court Road (Figure 3).   

Simeon Lord (1771-1840), arrived in the Sydney colony in 1791 as a convict.  He was 
quickly emancipated and became a successful entrepreneur, merchant, ship-owner 

                                                 
10 Ibid, p8 – 10 
11 Annotations on the parish map refer to population map of Narellan, dated 1834; Narellan was laid out in 
1827.  Also the map shows that William Hovell was still had ownership of his grant in the southwest corner 
of the map – he later sold the property in 1830. 
12 http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_01_2.cfm?itemid=5052629 
13 New South Wales Advertiser June 11 1840 
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and manufacturer – involved in numerous pursuits (including pioneering sealing in 
colony).14  

 

Figure 2: Parish Map of Narellan showing the different size of early Crown grants 
(Unknown Date) (Source NSW Lands Parish Map Preservation Project: Map 
14077401) 

In c.1812 Lord first acquired land in 1793 and by 1810 held six grants and two leases – 
much of which were used to pasture his sheep and cattle.  It is not known how, if at all, 
he used the Minto grant.  By the late 1810s, he had disposed of several portions of his 
land –to pay off debt.15 

It appears that Lord’s properties in Minto Parish were purchased by Captain Richard 
Brooks (ca. 1765-1833), a mariner, merchant and eventually prominent landowner in 
NSW.  Brooks had previously acquired 500 acres in Minto Parish, originally granted to 
Judge-Advocate Richard Atkins in 1809.  Brooks consolidated the properties and set 
about constructing an impressive residence in the SE section of the adjoined lands – 
the large estate soon became known as Denham Court.  Brooks lived on the property 
with his wife until his death in 1833.  The property was passed to his wife, and following 
her death two years later, to their seven children. Throughout the course of the 19th 
century, the residence was modified several times, the property was utilised for 
cultivation purposes and additional structures, including a mill and chapel, were 
constructed.  From the 1860s, however, the large estate began to be subdivided and 
sold. 16 

                                                 
14 D. R. Hainsworth, 'Lord, Simeon (1771 - 1840)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 2, 
Melbourne University Press, 1967, pp 128-131. 
15 D. R. Hainsworth (1967)   
16 McGill, J., V. Fowler & K. Richardson (1995) "Campbelltown's Streets and Suburbs - How and why they 
got their names."  Campbelltown and Airds Historical Society.  Morris, C. & G. Britton  (2000)  "Colonial 
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 Figure 3: Undated map of Minto Parish showing Lord’s 200 acre grant – CA 10 falls 
within the northernmost of Lord’s three portion. 17 

 

In 1880, the original sections of Lord's 600 acre original grant that did not form part of 
the main house and grounds were sold with a proposed subdivision into 34 new lots to 
David Peter Dickson and Andrew Gibson Blomfield, land merchants from Sydney 
(Figure 4). 18   

The subdivided sections were sold off from 1888 onwards. 19   

The subdivided properties appear to continue to be used for smaller pastoral purposes, 
with the exception of properties on the northern portion of the original property, fronting 
current Camden Valley Way, consisting of Lots 1 – 11. These were sold as on group 
and were only later subdivided into their 1889 proposed subdivision property outlines in 
1937, resulting in the final large scale subdivision of the original Lord's crown grant. 

 

                                                                                                                                            
Landscapes of the Cumberland Plain and Camden, NSW." Unpublished report for the National Trust of 
Australia. 
17 NSW Department of Lands Image 14077001 & 14064301 
18 LTO Vol. 901 Fol. 68 
19 LTO Vol. 956 Fol. 18 
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Figure 4: Subdivision of northern portion Denham Court Estate 1880. 20 

 

3.2.1.2 William Gaudry 

William Gaudry was granted 100 acres of crown grant that was converted to freehold 
on 1st January, 1810 (Portion 3, Minto Parish) that became known as “Cary Grove” 
(Figure 5).  Little information regarding this allotment is known as much of it was 
incorporated into the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal. 

Gaudry arrived in Sydney 1807 under the patronage of Colonel Paterson, filling a 
Government. post and  receiving lands at Minto, Richmond Hill and in The Rocks.  He 
married Diana Kable, the daughter of a successful emancipist, Henry Kable & became 
involved in Kable’s business enterprises; mainly auctioneering but also coastal 
shipping.  In 1812, Gaudry & Diana Kable are recorded as residing in Windsor – there 
is no indication of Gaudry’s use of the 100 acre Minto grant. Gaudry died in 1816, 
intestate – many of his grants reverted to the Crown – however, it is not known what 
happened to Minto property. 21 

                                                 
20 LTO Vol. 901 Fol. 68 & LTO Plan DP 1439 
21 D. R. Hainsworth, 'Kable, Henry (1763 - 1846)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 2, 
Melbourne University Press, 1967, pp 31-32.;  J. McGill, V. Fowler & K. Richardson  (1995)  
Campbelltown's Streets and Suburbs - How and why they got their names."  Campbelltown and Airds 
Historical Society. 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   30

 

Figure 5:  Undated map of Minto Parish showing Portion 7 – Gaudry’s 100 acre 
grant.22 

No information regarding the occupation or use of this 100 acre allotment during the 
19th century has been obtained, save the fact that during the 1880s a portion was 
resumed for the construction of the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal.   

 

3.2.1.3 Garnham Blaxcell 

Garnham Blaxcell was granted 1230 acres via crown grant - named “Curtis Park" 
(Narellan Parish) in 1815 (Figure 6).  Garnham Blaxcell (1778-1817); a merchant and 
trader, arrived in NSW on HMS Buffalo as acting purser in 1802.  He was appointed to 
several official positions (deputy-commissary, acting provost-marshal, secretary) by 
Governor Philip Gidley King; took an active part in the Bligh rebellion, and became one 
of the richest merchants in Sydney.  By the early 1810s, following several grandiose 
schemes, he fell into heavy dept – he secretly left for England in 1817, however, he 
died en route.23  It does not appear that Blaxcell, nor his estate, utilised Portion 61 to 
any great extent – save perhaps some clearing.     

In 1823, the property was advertised for sale by auction, being described as a 
“desirable farm.” 24  However, an advertisement for the lease of Curtis Park dating to 
1830 describes it as “good forest land….very convenient for persons having large out 
stations for sheep and cattle” 25 and so it would seem that the land had not been 
entirely cleared and no structures had been established.   Sometime during the 1850s-

                                                 
22 NSW Department of Lands Image 14077001 
23 E. W. Dunlop, 'Blaxcell, Garnham (1778 - 1817)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 1, 
Melbourne University Press, 1966, p. 115. 
24 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser.  2nd October 1823. 
25 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser.  17th June 1824 
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1860s, Edward Lomas Moore, a prominent grazier and station owner, purchased Curtis 
Park (Figure 7). 26  

No specific information regarding the use and occupation of Portion 61 during the late 
19th century to the mid 20th century, has been obtained.  However, Land Title 
information illustrates that by the mid 20th century the property was divided into smaller 
allotments measuring ca. 535 acres in size.27  It is likely that Portion 61, used primarily 
for pastoral purposes and was gradually whittled down into numerous small 
allotments/smaller farms and associated residences during the late 19th-early 20th 
centuries, following the general pattern of subdivision and changing occupation in the 
region during this time.   

 

Figure 6: Undated map of Narellan Parish showing Portion 61 – Garnham Blaxcell’s 
1230 “Curtis Park.”28 

 

 Figure 7: Undated parish map showing “E.L. Moore annotated across Portion 61, 
“Curtis Park.”29 

                                                 
26  Alexander, 2004, 23-4 
27  NSW LTO Plan C10260. 
28 NSW Lands Department  “Parish of Narellan in the County of Cumberland.”  Image No. 14065801 
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3.2.1.4 John Drummond 

John Drummond was granted a 410 acre crown grant (Portion 8, Parish of Minto) on 
the 20th of June, 1816 (Figure 8).  Drummond first arrived in the Sydney colony as a 
non-Commissioned Officer on the "Sirius" in 1788; he later served as beachmaster and 
pilot at Norfolk Island from 1796-1812, finally settling in the Liverpool district in NSW in 
the 1810s.  Although no specific information has been identified regarding Drummond’s 
use of the 410 acres, he is listed on Colonial Secretary records as receiving convict 
clearing parties and Government cattle and residing in the Liverpool district.  It may be 
presumed that he utilised the 410 acres for pasture and as a residence for some time.  

No further information regarding the 410 acres has been identified until the turn of the 
century when Joseph Edmondson, a hotel proprietor from Campbelltown submitted a 
Primary Application on an area of ca. 564 acres including Drummond’s original grant.  
Edmondson’s application was converted to a Certificate of Title in 1907. 30    

Edmondson constructed a family estate, known as “Forest Home” on his 564 acre 
property and utilised the land for cultivation and pasture. – The residence was 
apparently situated in the northeast portion (on the original grant to Bostock) (Figure 
9).31 

 

Figure 8: Undated map of Minto Parish showing   Drummond’s 410 acre grant. 32 

 

                                                                                                                                            
29 NSW Lands Department Image No. 14078562 
30 LTO Vol. 1823 Fol. 74; PA 14611 
31 Kass, Terry, 1996, History of Campbellfield, Minto, Prepared for Landcom, Parramatta; Morris, C. & G. 
Britton (2000)  Colonial Landscapes of the Cumberland Plain and Camden, NSW.  Unpublished report for 
the National Trust of Australia. 
32 NSW Department of Lands Image 14077001 & 14064301 
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Figure 9:  Joseph Edmondson’s 564 acre Forest Home estate, as delineated on CT in 
1907. 33 

 

Figure 10: Plan of subdivision of Edmondson property into three portions, dating to 
1918.34 

                                                 
33 LTO Vol. 1823 Fol. 74; PA 14611 
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In 1918, the property was divided into three portions and ownership transferred to 
Joseph Edmondson’s sons: Joseph William Edmondson, Alexander Keith Edmondson 
and John Gordon Edmondson (see Figure 10). 35    

John Gordon Edmondson was a member of the Australian Imperial Forces (formerly a 
clerk from Ashfield), and in 1918 he was “on Active Service Abroad".36  It is not known 
if John Gordon Edmondson ever personally made use of his 192 acres, however, ten 
years later, his portion was transferred to Joseph William Edmondson of Liverpool, 
farmer – who was at that time residing in “Forest Home.”  It appears that Joseph 
William Edmonson utilised this portion of the estate for farming purposes only. 
Alexander Keith Edmondson is also noted as a farmer on the third portion of the 1918 
subdivision certificate of title. 

The properties were further subdivided into four smaller allotments during the 1930s 
into smaller pastoral blocks that were retained until the sale in recent years of all three 
allotments for redevelopment. 

 

3.2.1.5 Alexander Riley 

Alexander Riley was granted a 3,000 acre crown grant in 1816, although it is apparent 
that Riley was actually in possession of this land since 1809.  The crown grant was for 
Portion 63 in the parish of Cook and became known as “Raby” (Figure 11). 

 

Figure 11: Undated map of Cook Parish showing Portion 63 – Alexander Riley’s 3,000 
acre grant “Raby.” 37 

                                                                                                                                            
34 LTO FP 959792 
35 LTO Vol. 1823 Fol. 74 
36 LTO Vol. 2862 Fol. 71 
37 NSW Department of Lands Image No. 14069701 
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Alexander Riley (ca. 1778-1833) arrived in the Sydney colony in 1804, with his wife, 
Sophia Hardwicke, as free settlers.  He was appointed to various positions associated 
with political administration but turned his focus to private enterprise in 1809, soon 
joining with Sydney trader, Richard Jones to form what became one of the principal 
mercantile firms in early Sydney; Riley and Jones.  Riley also devoted much of his 
attention to his Raby property, developing sizable sheep flocks and becoming a 
significant contributor to the development of the wool trade.  Riley’s main place of 
residence was in Burwood, however, and it does not appear that the Raby property 
included a residence in the 1810s.38   

In 1817, Riley and his family left for England, leaving his commercial affairs in the 
hands of his brother Edward.  Raby was advertised for lease, being described as a 
property with: 

....convenient buildings, one hundred acres of cleared ground are [e]nclosed and 
subdivided into convenient paddocks – The whole extent of the land is particularly well 
watered, and one of the finest crops of wheat in the district is now growing on it.39 

By the early 1820s, the Raby estate appears to have been expanded, measuring ca. 
3,200 acres in size.  A residence (“superintendent’s house”) had been constructed in 
the southern section of the Raby estate and over 200 acres had been cleared – the 
majority was used for the grazing of hundreds of sheep and cattle, the remainder was 
cultivated with wheat, maize, barley, oats and various vegetables (Figure 12).40  

 

Figure 12: Sketch of Raby by Joseph Lycett, c. 1824.41 

                                                 
38 Conway, J.  (1967)  “Alexander Riley.”  Australian Dictionary of Biography. Melbourne University Press, 
Melbourne, Vol. 2. 
39 Sydney Gazette, 12 November 1817.   
40 Kass, T.  (2002) “History of Raby, 1025 Camden Valley Way, Catherine Field.” Unpublished report.  J. 
Lycett (1824)  Views in Australia.  Souter, London. 
41 J. Lycett (1824)  Views in Australia.  Souter, London. 
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In 1836, Edward Riley died and Raby was transferred to his son, Alexander Raby Riley 
(under management of Stuart Alexander Donaldson until Alexander Riley reached legal 
age).42  The estate was advertised for lease in 1839, being described as: 

3,200 acres of Land in Agricultural and Grazing Paddocks, the whole fenced in with 
substantial four rail fence. The Cottage is fit for a Family of the highest respectability, 
and every possible requisite for a complete Farming, or Dairy, or Horsebreeding 
establishment is contained in the Outbuildings.43  

During late 1830s-1860s, Raby continued to be leased & under ownership of Alexander 
Riley.   In 1866-1867, however, following a forfeit of mortgage, Raby was sold 
(measuring 3269 acres) to William Moore Esquire, a grazier from Booligal, Lachlan 
River (Figure 13).44   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13: Outline of 
Raby estate contained 
within Certificate of Title 
of 1866-1867 sale. 45 

Throughout the late 1860s-1870s, William Moore carried out improvements on the 
property, including clearing and fencing, and managed Raby as a mixed farm – 
stocking land with horses, cattle, sheep and pigs and growing both feed for livestock 
and garden vegetables.  The present house at Raby is commonly thought to have been 
built during the mid 1870s by Moore, with the original house being retained for use as a 
kitchen.46  

                                                 
42 Kass, T.  (2002) 
43 Australian, 20 April 1839 
44 LTO Vol. XLIV, Fol. 161 
45 LTO Vol. XLIV, Fol. 161 
46 Kass, T.  (2002) 
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In 1878, William Moore died, leaving Albert Stephen Burcher (his brother-in-law) and 
his wife, Caroline Moore, as executors of the estate in trust for Moore’s children.  In 
their hands, Raby was maintained by the family for some decades, continuing as an 
active farm – in the 1884 stock census, Raby is listed with 8 horses, 65 cattle, 2000 
sheep and 6 pigs.47  

In 1905, Raby was surveyed for subdivision into 5 lots.  The home farm area of Raby 
was contained within Lots 1 and 2. 48   In 1907, Lots 1 and 2 were transferred to Arthur 
Barrington Moore of Raby, Narellan, grazier – the remainder continued to be leased as 
pastoral property.49  

In 1913, Caroline Moore died and Albert Stephen Burcher became sole proprietor of 
Lots 3-5. 50   Three years later, a plan of re-subdivision of Lots 3-5 was prepared, 
dividing the land into 71 new allotments51 measuring ca. 5 acres in size, breaking up 
the northern half of Alexander Riley's original 1816 crown grant. 

Lots 1 and 2 of the Raby property subdivision, which contained the original house 
continued to be used as grazing farm land.  In the early 1930s, Arthur Moore appears 
to have removed all his stock from Raby. In 1935 he sold the property to Florence 
Elizabeth Mitchell, wife of David Edward Mitchell of Liddleton, grazier. The Mitchells 
apparently restocked the property with merino sheep and Hereford cattle.52 The 
Mitchell family retained ownership until 2003.53 

3.2.1.6 George James Molle 

George James Molle was granted a 1550 acre crown grant (Portion 37, Narellan 
Parish) on 20th of June, 1816, and the property soon became known as “Molle’s Main.” 
(Figure 14) 

Molle (1773-1823) arrived in NSW in February 1814 as commanding officer to the 46th 
Regiment; subsequently being appointed Lieutenant Governor of the colony and brevet 
colonel.  

Following confirmation of the crown grant in 1816 (along with two additional grants – 
those of nearby estates “Curtis Park” and “Catherine Field”), Molle arranged the land to 
be cleared and a “cottage residence” to be constructed in the SE of the property.  
However, in August 1817, the 48th Regiment arrived in NSW, relieving the 46th 
Regiment and Molle was ordered to Madras.  The residence and cleared pastureland 
of Molle’s Main was leased by William Howe, dairyman, cattle breeder & horse breeder 
– later appointed Magistrate in 1820.  Howe grazed sheep and cattle on the 1500 acres 

                                                 
47 Kass, T.  (2002) 
48 LTO Vol. 800, Fol. 5 
49 Kass, T.  (2002) 
50 LTO Vol. 1793 Fol. 206 
51 LTO A336731 
52 Kass, T.  (2002) 
53 'Raby’, State Heritage Register listing, online edition 
<www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_02_2.cfm?itemid=5052613> 
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and with his family, resided in the cottage until his own residence on the granted estate 
of “Glenlee” was completed in 1823.54  

That same year, George James Molle died while serving in India; his eldest son, 
William Macquarie Molle, inherited Molle’s Main and advertised the property to be let 
by public auction (Figure 15). 55  Seven years later, the property was again advertised 
for lease by public auction; a description of the estate included with the advertisement 
reads:  

That improved Estate called Molle’s Main of 1,500 acres with an excellent 
Cottage Residence suited for a family of the greatest respectability, with 
coach houses, out offices, stabling an excellent garden, and greater 
convenience than are generally to be obtained.”56 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14: Undated map of 
Narellan Parish showing Portion 
37 – George Molle 1550 acre 
“Molle’s Main.”57 

 

Figure 15: ca. mid 19th century sketch of “Molle’s Main used for advertising for the 
public Auction.”58 

                                                 
54 NSW SR Col Sec records.  Macmillan, D. S  (1967)  'Molle, George James (1773 - 1823)', Australian 
Dictionary of Biography, Volume 2, Melbourne University Press.  Binney, K. R.  Horsemen of the first 
frontier (1788-1900) and the Serpent’s Legacy.  
55 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser. 1823 
56 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser.  30th September 1830. 
57 NSW Lands Department  “Parish of Narellan in the County of Cumberland.”  Image No. 14065801 
58 “Molle’s Main, Upper Minto, NSW.”  NSW SL Image GPO 2 – 52871 
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The property appears to have continued to be leased by cattle breeders and dairymen 
throughout the 1830s-1840s – several advertisements of young cattle and bullocks for 
sale at Molle’s Main appear in the Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser 
during this period. 

In 1845, again as part of an advertisement for let, another description of the property is 
provided: 

– “to be let….the House and Farm of Molles Main, situated about thirty-three miles from 
Sydney and four miles from Campbelltown.  The House is commodious and suitable for 
the residence of a respectable family.  The Farm comprises about 1550 acres, of which 
eighty have been under cultivation, and the remainder is well adapted for dairy 
purposes.  The whole of the land has been fenced and subdivided into paddocks.  The 
use of twenty well-bred Cows would be allowed to the tenant.”  “Application to be made 
to Captain Shannon, present tenant of Molles Main.”59 

Little is known of the use of Molle’s Main throughout the latter half of the 19th century – 
other than the fact that a section of the estate was resumed in the 1880s for the 
construction of the Sydney Water Supply Canal. 

Near the turn of the century, it appears that the Molles Main estate was owned by 
Thomas Charles Baker (a Bachelor of Arts from Narellan) and David William Roxburgh 
(a solicitor from Sydney).  In 1906, a Torrens Title Primary Application was made with 
regards to the property by Frederick Moore of Badgally, gentleman and grazier. 

In 1908, the sale of the estate from Barker and Roxburgh to Moore was completed, 
including ca. 1354 acres (the original 1550 acres minus the section resumed for the 
canal) – Moore also purchased 170 acres of adjacent Portion 41, originally granted to 
James Chisholm in 1818 (Figure 16).  60   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16: Plan of land purchased 
by Moore in 1908 – includes 
Molle’s Main 

 

                                                 
59 The Sydney Morning Herald.  23rd June 1845. 
60 PA 14596; NSW SR Primary Application Packets Volume 1804 Folio 208 
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Moore’s use of the land is unknown, however, in 1910-1911, Moore subdivided the 
property, keeping the southern portion (south of the present day intersection of 
Camden Valley Way and Cobbitty Road) – including the location of the original cottage 
– to himself, and selling the northern portion – measuring ca. 443 acres – to Tooth & 
Co. Limited (Figure 17). 61    

Tooth & Co. Ltd were a mid 19th-early 20th century brewing company (best known as 
owners and operators of the Kent Brewery, Parramatta Road, Sydney) – originally 
started as a family business, becoming a public company in 1888.  Tooth & Co. Ltd 
briefly operated a malt brewery, complete with wind mill and horse mill, at Narellan 
sometime during the mid 19th century. 62 

Tooth & Co. Ltd held the property for nine years, however, the use of the allotment and 
any alterations to it during this time is unknown.  In 1919, Tooth & Co. Ltd sold the 
entire ca. 443 acres to Thomas Funnell of Narellan, farmer. 

 

Figure 17: Plan of land purchased by Tooth & Co. Ltd in 1910 – comprising portion of 
Molle’s Main – and sold to Funnell in 1919.63   

 

Historical resources indicate that Thomas Funnell was a descendant of the regional 
pioneering Funnell family – members of which continued as significant landholders and 
contributors to social and political development of the district throughout the 20th-21st 
centuries. 

                                                 
61 Ibid 
62 G. P. Walsh  (1976) 'Tooth, Robert (1821 - 1893)', Australian Dictionary of Biography.  Vol. 6, 
Melbourne University Press. 
63 NSW LTO Vol. 2134 Fol. 117. 
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Little detail is known regarding Thomas Funnell’s use of the 443 acres during the early 
20th century, however, it appears that he used much of the allotment for pastoral 
purposes (primarily cattle) and constructed a small cottage residence near the 
Cowpasture Road (now Camden Valley Way).  In 1944, Thomas Funnell died and the 
property was transmitted to Emma Victoria Funnell, widow, Ernest Edward Funnell and 
Thomas Victor Funnell, both farmers and all of Narellan.64 

Shortly thereafter, in 1947, the property was subdivided into three allotments that 
eventually broke down the original Crown grant into smaller allotments that are visible 
today. 

 

3.2.2 Growth and Development of Roads 

With the increase in the local population, Crown grants and subsequent subdivision, 
townships and road development soon followed.  The town of Cawdor was the first 
village to develop in the area.  Cawdor was the location of the Government Station, 
where stockyards were built in an attempt to tame the wild stock in the area.65 

Roads in the Parish of Narellan were concentrated between the major centres, such as 
between the Cowpastures and Liverpool (Cowpasture Road, also known as the Great 
South Road) and Narellan and Campbelltown (“Road to Campbell Town” and later 
Narellan Road).  A plan of roads in the County of Cook from c.1826  shows the route of 
Cowpastures Road, as well as Cobbitty Road, both of which continue to the Nepean 
River (the boundary of the Parish) (Figure 18).  The road at this time was an earthen 
road likely to be only slightly wider than one cart width.  Crossing the Nepean River 
was via a ford until a bridge was built in 1827.  Prior to this, crossing the River was 
disrupted by flooding and freshets (high water after rain) that would make the crossing 
dangerous and unpredictable.  The bridge began construction in 1826 and opened as a 
toll bridge in 1827. 

With the crossing of the Nepean River by bridge, the opening of land across the 
western side of the River and the eventual crossing of the Razorback Ranges, 
Cowpasture Road, now known as The Great Southern Road, became the north-south 
arterial route between New South Wales and Victoria.  A village was pegged out by the 
assistant surveyor in 1827 for a township that became known as Narellan, and 
Cowpasture Road became known as the Great South Road.  The surveyor included 
the principal locations of the church, school, burial ground and courthouse, but the 
town was slow to be developed, with the school house not built until 1839 and town 
allotments not prepared to be sold until 1843.   

A suitable location for a township on the western side of the Nepean River was chosen 
by Major Thomas Mitchell on the property of John Macarthur.  Macarthur did not agree 
with the placement and did not offer land for the proposed town.  The establishment of 
the Narellan township did not come into fruition until two years after the death of 
Macarthur.  In 1840 the town allotments had been surveyed, and a church and an Inn 
were constructed in 1841.  By 1847 the town had developed further to have 

                                                 
64 Ibid 
65 Wrigley, John, 2001. A history of Camden, New South Wales. p30 
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incorporated the courthouse (moved from Narellan), post office, two inns and three 
churches.66     

 

 

Figure 18: Plan of Roads County of Cook (c.1826) (Source: Mitchell Library ZM2 
811.112/1826/1). 

 

Detailed plans of the The Great Southern Road do not appear until an 1885 survey of 
the road was prepared.  The plan shows fences flanking immediately either side of this 
alignment of the road (Figure 19).  Other property fence lines have been added to the 
plan, however, it appears only the immediate frontages of the allotments were drawn. 
Closer inspection of the 1885 Plan suggests that the subject section of Camden Valley 
Way follows the general alignment of Cowpasture Road after it was straightened and 
realigned in the late nineteenth century. 

The division of private land around Narellan continues through the 19th century.  Small 
sections of subdivisions and land sales occur, however, large farming area remains 
along the Cowpasture Road.  Large grants, such as Harrington Park were broken up in 
to smaller allotments; the grant totalled 1,100 acres in 1925 from its original 2000 acre 
grant67, but farming (including grazing) continued in the district. 

                                                 
66 Ibid, p9 – 13 
67 http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_01_2.cfm?itemid=5052629 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   43

 
Figure 19: Section of 1885 plan of The Great Southern Road within the study area.  
Note: dashed lines represent internal fence lines, hatched lines represented property 
boundaries adjacent to the road (Source Crown Plan 3289-1603). 

 

Petitioning by residents in the Nepean area to upgrade the Great Southern Road 
began in 1925.  At this time the surface was still largely earthen (Figure 20).  A meeting 
to determine the standard of roads linking interstate locations was held in Melbourne in 
1926.  The meeting determined that the minimum width of roads should be 20 ft with a 
4ft wide shoulder.  The Great Southern Road upgrade began at Cross Roads in 1927.  
The surface was to be a combination of bitumen penetrating Macadam course laid on a 
Telford pitching.68 In 1929 the extension of the road continued though to Narellan.  This 
time it was decided to concrete the road, as the high clay content in the soil had 
cracked the previous Macadam/Telford base. 69  

Figure 20: Two views of the Great South Road, Carnes Hill to Narellan (c.1920s) 
(Source State Library of NSW) 

                                                 
68 Hall, G., Feb 1931. The construction of the Hume highway between cross roads and Narellan’ 
Main Roads Journal Vol2 No 6. p88-89. 
69 Ibid., 89. 
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In a 1930 article by Chief Engineer Hall reagarding the upgrade works shows the 
prepared road, in an area at Carne’s Hill, ready for the concreting.  The photograph 
also shows the installation of the timber form work with a drain running across the road.  
it is evident that preparation of the road included the grading of the road where the 
concrete would be laid (Figure 21).  This suggests that the former remains of the road, 
if on the same alignment as the post 1927 upgrade works, would have been 
significantly disturbed, or indeed removed. 

Figure 21: Two photographs showing the completion of preparation works along the 
Great South Road, Carnes Hill to Narellan (c.1927) (Source State Library of NSW 
Picman). 

 

After the completion of the upgrade of the Great South Road, subdivision of the larger 
allotments adjacent to the road begins and continues through to the 1950s.  This 
includes the subdivision of large portions of land associated with the early Crown 
grants such as those of Drummond (subdivided in 1930), Lord (1937) and Molle (1947) 
(see below).  The size of the subdivision still allowed for agricultural and pastoral uses 
of the land to continue on a smaller scale, which continues in the area today. 

The alignment of the highway was altered within the study area between 1936 and 
1938.  A section of land was acquired by the Main Roads department in 1936 that 
straighten the alignment of the Great Southern Road to Bringelly Road.  The route was 
approximately 2.14 km long and removed a series of small turns in the original 
alignment of the highway. The new section of road that was constructed began at the 
present day intersection of Camden Valley Way and Cowpasture Road.   

In 1952 a committee was formed by the Garden Clubs of Australia that worked towards 
the planting of trees and establishing groves of memorial parks along the Hume and 
Federal Highway between Sydney and Canberra to honour past and present Australian 
Defence Force personal who served in World War 2.  The project was initiated in 1954 
with the first plantings made by the Queen and Prince Phillip in Macquarie Place.70  

                                                 

70 http://www.remembrancedriveway.org.au/about/default.asp 
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With the construction of the M5 Freeway during the 1980s the focus of rows of trees 
forming the Remembrance Way was replaced with the construction of rest areas 
dedicated to Australian recipients of the Victoria Cross.   Camden Valley Way once 
formed part of the Hume Highway until its replacement by the construction of the M5 
Freeway.  A section of trees as part of the Remembrance Way were planted within the 
current study area between Raby Road and St Andrews Road that are still present 
today. 
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  Section 4: Assessment 

4.1  CA Site 1 – “Complex of Buildings” (Lot 3, DP 360116 – 696 
Camden Valley Way, Catherine Field, Narellan Parish, Cumberland 
County) 

 

CA Site 1 represents a “complex of buildings” identified on a 1947 aerial photograph by 
AHMS Pty Ltd (May 2008) – AHMS Site 019.  This property is location on the south 
eastern side of Camden Valley Way, approximately 600 m northeast of the intersection 
of Cobbitty Road, between RTA Chainage 10100 to 10480 (Figure 22).  This potential 
archaeological site has not previously been identified and is not listed on any heritage 
registers. 

 

Figure 22: Location of CA 1. 

 

Molle's Crown grant was cleared almost immediately after the grant was made and had 
a residence built on the southeast corner of the property.   Shortly after the grant 
Molle's regiment was ordered to Madras, resulting in the cleared land and recently built 
house to be leased out to William Howe in 1817.  Howe ran sheep and cattle on the 
property until his residence was built on a nearby Crown grant in 1823 (see section 
3.2.1.6). 

After Molles death in 1823, his son inherited the property and put the property up for 
auction.  The property did not sell for seven years, and eventually sold in 1830, where 
the property continued to be used for cattle and dairy farming.  The original property 
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eventually subdivided into to portions 1910, the southern portion containing the original 
house was south of the intersection of Camden Valley Way and Cobbitty Road -  and 
the remainder to the north of the current day intersection(see section 3.2.1.6).  The 
northern portion measuring ca. 443 acres, which includes, CA Site 1 – was sold to 
Tooth & Co. Limited (Figure 23). 71    

Tooth & Co. Ltd were a mid 19th-early 20th century brewing company (best known as 
owners and operators of the Kent Brewery, Parramatta Road, Sydney) – originally 
started as a family business, becoming a public company in 1888.  Tooth & Co. Ltd 
briefly operated a malt brewery, complete with wind mill and horse mill, at Narellan 
sometime during the mid 19th century. 72 

Tooth & Co. Ltd held the property for nine years, however, the use of the allotment and 
any alterations to it during this time is unknown.  In 1919, Tooth & Co. Ltd sold the 
entire ca. 443 acres to Thomas Funnell of Narellan, farmer. 

 
Figure 23: Plan of land purchased by Tooth & Co. Ltd in 1910 – comprising portion of 
Molle’s Main – and sold to Funnell in 1919.73   
 

Historical resources indicate that Thomas Funnell was a descendant of the regional 
pioneering Funnell family – members of which continued as significant landholders and 
contributors to social and political development of the district throughout the 20th-21st 
centuries. 

                                                 
71 Ibid 
72 G. P. Walsh  (1976) 'Tooth, Robert (1821 - 1893)', Australian Dictionary of Biography.  Vol. 6, Melbourne 
University Press. 
73 NSW LTO Vol. 2134 Fol. 117. 
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Little detail is known regarding Thomas Funnell’s use of the 443 acres containing CA 
Site 1 during the early 20th century, however, it would appear that he used much of the 
allotment for pastoral purposes (primarily cattle) and constructed a small cottage 
residence near the Cowpasture Road (now Camden Valley Way).  In 1944, Thomas 
Funnell died and the property was transmitted to Emma Victoria Funnell, widow, Ernest 
Edward Funnell and Thomas Victor Funnell, both farmers and all of Narellan.74 

Shortly thereafter, in 1947, the property was subdivided into three lots – refer to Figure 
24.  CA Site 1 falls within Lot 3, by far the smallest lot measuring ca. 17 acres.  A 
cottage, most likely to have been constructed by Thomas Funnell, is shown towards 
the north of this subdivided allotment in this plan.  

 

   

Figure 24:  1947 plan of subdivision of land within CT Vol. 2134 Fol .117 – detail of Lot 
3 showing cottage on right-hand-side.75 

 

An aerial photograph dating to 1947 shows some additional structures and / or features 
within Lot 3 at this time, including what may be some large sheds, outdoor yards and / 
or surfaced working areas.  Again, these facilities were most likely established in the 
early-mid 20th century during Thomas Funnell’s occupation; refer to Figure 25.   

Local knowledge indicates that the central-southern section of the allotment was 
occupied by a dairy during the mid 20th century.76   

In 1948, both lots 2 & 3 (measuring ca. 230 acres in total) were transferred to Thomas 
Victor Funnell of Narellan, farmer (Figure 26).77  

                                                 
74 Ibid 
75 LTO Plan 7192(L) 
76 Comments made by current owner noted in AHMS (2008) 
77 LTO CT Vol 5908 Fol 182 
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Thomas Victor Funnell held the property for 20 years and while no details of his use of 
the allotments have been identified, it may be proposed that he continued to use the 
land for pastoral purposes, with a residence and operating dairy situated within Lot 3. 

 

 

Figure 25:  1947 aerial photograph showing Lot 3, DP 360116.78 

 

 

 
Figure 26: Plan of Lots 2 & 3 transferred to Thomas Victor Funnell in 1948.79 

 

                                                 
78 NSW Department of Lands – Landsphoto Camden Run 19 January 1947 
79 LTO CT Vol 5908 Fol 182 
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In 1968, both lots 2 and 3 were sold to the New South Wales Leagues Club.  Five 
years later, the properties were leased to Peter James Cox of Camden, a dairy farmer 
and his wife, Kathleen Vera Cox.  The Coxs maintained this lease for the following 
eight years.  Darryl Francis Brown of Engadine, another dairy farmer and his wife, 
Marily Frances Brown, took over the lease in 1981, maintaining it for 12 months. 80 

While no details are available regarding either the Coxs or the Browns use of the 
property, given that both were dairy farmers, it may be argued that it seems likely a 
dairy continued to operate within Lot 3 during the 1970s-early 1980s.  Structures and 
facilities associated with the dairy and residence within Lot 3, however, were no doubt 
modified and upgraded since the mid 20th century when the Thomas Funnell owned the 
property. 

By the early-mid 1980s it would appear that the dairy had ceased to operate and the 
property saw a variety of short-term leases.  Recent aerial photographs show that the 
structures and features seen in the 1947 aerial have since been demolished and a new 
residence constructed near the footprint of the old cottage (Figure 27).   

Figure 27: 2008 aerial 
photograph with outline of Lot 3, 
DP 360116 shown in red.81 

 

Site Inspection 

A site inspection was carried out by Chris Lewczak (archaeologist, Cosmos 
Archaeology) on 15th September 2009.  The current alignment of Camden Valley Way 
has been cut down into the natural undulating topography in this area (Figure 28).  The 
section of land between the road cutting and the front of the property is grassed and no 
other vegetation present.  One driveway has been cut through the cutting made for the 
road that enters the site.  There was no evidence to suggest any former driveways 
were made into the property (Figure 29). 

 

                                                 
80 LTO CT Vol 5908 Fol 182 
81 NSW Department of Lands Sydney-Newcastle Aerial Photographs – Ausimage SKM 2008 – accessed 
by SIX viewer. 
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Figure 28: Photograph showing the current alignment of Camden Valley Way in front 
of No. 696 (Photography Cosmos Archaeology) (View: South) 

 

 

 
Figure 29: Boundary of the new road works between the current road and the front 
fence of 696 Camden Valley Way. (View: Southwest) 
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At the time of the survey the property was fenced off and preparation works were 
underway for redevelopment.  A brick house that was situated in the north-western 
corner of the property that included a separate dwelling and an in ground pool have 
been demolished and the immediately surrounding area has been significantly modified 
(Figure 30).  The area away from the former building complex has been less modified, 
with only recent grass clearing and dirt and four-wheel drive tracks crossing the 
property.  

There was no evidence of any former buildings or other archaeological relics present in 
the impact area between the current property boundary and Camden Valley Way. 

 
Figure 30: Current site layout of 696 Camden Valley Way. Note: The brick house and 
supporting structures have been demolished to prepare the site for redevelopment. 
(Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: South) 

Proposed Upgrade Design 

The proposed design of the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade in the location of 
696 Camden Valley Way will include the cutting of the current slope that exists 
between the road and the property boundary.  The design plan includes the 
construction of a shared path between the new boundary of Camden Valley Way and 
the property boundary of 696 Camden Valley Way.  The addition of the two additional 
lanes will be added to the northern side of the road in the location, retaining the current 
alignment of the Camden Valley Way that will be incorporated into the two southbound 
lanes for the upgrade (Figure 31). 
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Figure 31: Proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade in the vicinity of No. 696. 
Approximate location of the building identified in the 1947 aerial circled in red. 

Significance Assessment 

Criterion a)   An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

The allotment at 696 Camden Valley Way was originally located within James Molle’s 
1816 Crown Grant in the Cow Pastures. Molle, and subsequent tenants and owners of 
the property, used the land for grazing and other pastoral purposes, sending the 
produce to the markets in Sydney.  The property was first subdivided until 1910 and 
again in 1947, which created the current allotment.  Grazing and other farming 
activities continued on the smaller allotments throughout this time.  The original 
boundaries and workings of original grant have been removed through repeated 
subdivision. The later history of the allotment is of limited significance. 

 By the standards of this criterion 696 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion b)   An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’ cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

696 Camden Valley Way is associated with James Molle, whose first land grant 
incorporated the allotment; and William Howe, who leased the property until 1923 and 
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later was appointed Magistrate in NSW.  This association, however, is not considered 
significant as both Molle and Howe’s life works were formed away from their pastoral 
practices.  The property is not considered to have a strong or special association with 
Molle or Howe or other persons or group of people important to NSW. 

 By the standards of this criterion 696 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion c)   An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and / 
or a high degree of creative or technical achievement In NSW (or 
the local area); 

The property at 696 Camden Valley Way does not have or display any aesthetic, 
creative or technical merits. 

 By the standards of this criterion 696 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion d)   An item has strong or special associations with a particular 
community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons; 

Research into the property at 696 Camden Valley Way did not reveal any special 
association with a particular community or cultural group in New South Wales. 

 By the standards of this criterion 696 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion e)   An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area); 

Limited heritage and archaeological remains are considered to remain on the property 
at 696 Camden Valley Way. The property was subdivided from grazing land associated 
with early land grant.  Archaeological remains are likely to be contained to fence lines 
that have likely been replaced and/or relocated due to historic subdivision activities and 
from realignments of Cow Pasture Road, Hume Highway and Camden Valley Way.  
Those remains would be limited to post holes of internal, and possibly external, 
boundary lines.  If present, these remains would contribute very little to a greater 
understanding of the original property or of the surrounding area. 

 By the standards of this criterion 696 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion f)   An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the 
local area); 
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696 Camden Valley Way is unlikely to possess an uncommon, rare or endanger aspect 
of NSW’s or the local areas cultural history.   

 By the standards of this criterion 696 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion g)  An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics 
of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural and natural 
environments. 

The property at 696 Camden Valley Way has limited capacity to demonstrate the 
principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places. 

 By the standards of this criterion 696 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Minimal significance.  

Statement of cultural significance  

696 Camden Valley Way was originally a part of a larger pastoral property first granted 
to Molle in 1816.  Limited association can be made between the current property and 
the larger property that was created in 1816.  Subdivision of the property occurred in 
1910 and again 1947, which dissolved the original boundary of the Crown grant.  
Potential archaeological remains that may be present on 696 Camden Valley Way are 
likely to be confined to remains of internal fence lines and other associated pastoral 
workings that they are considered to be of limited significance.  The cultural heritage of 
845 Camden Valley Way is considered to be of local cultural significance through its 
historical associations with early land grants.  

 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

Remains associated with the former farming complex that was present on the property 
have been removed from the site, both from the construction of the brick house that 
was likely built in the vicinity of the former building(s) present in the 1947 aerial 
photograph; and subsequently the removal of the house and other structures for the 
preparation for the new development for the property.   The upgrade of Camden Valley 
Way includes the construction of two new southbound lanes and shared user pathway 
that will be placed between the current road boundary and the front property boundary 
of 696 Camden Valley Way.  This will impact on only the front portion of the property, 
potentially impacting on the northeast corner of the property (Figure 31).  No 
archaeological features or relics were identified in this area. 
 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

The current relationship of the property to the alignment of Camden Valley Way will be 
retained after the upgrade works are complete.  The northeast corner of the property 
may be impacted by drainage works, however, the current and historical property 
boundary, the main aspect of cultural significance, will not be altered. 
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 What aspects of the proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

There are no detrimental impacts to the heritage significance of the property, or items 
associated with, arising from the proposed upgrade design. 
 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have been considered during the course of this assessment.  
The current upgrade design is considered to be the more sympathetic option in relation 
to the heritage item and the property. 
 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The final design of Camden Valley Way upgrade has been designed to save existing 
trees between the road and 696 Camden Valley Way, and as such has minimised 
impacts to the property.  The alignment of the current property boundary may be 
reflective of the first Crown grant in the 19th century; which the upgrade of Camden 
Valley Way will retain. 

 

Recommendations 

Recommendation 1: No further historical archaeological or heritage work required. 
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4.2 CA Site 3 – “Building” (Lots 4, DP 203127 – 845 Camden Valley Way, 
Catherine Field, Narellan Parish, Cumberland County) 

CA Site 3 represents a “building” identified on a 1947 aerial photograph by AHMS Pty 
Ltd (May 2008) – AHMS Site 004.  This site is located at 845 Camden Valley Way (Lots 
4, DP 203127), which is on the northwest side of Camden Valley Way, approximately 
480 m southwest from the intersection with Catherine Field Road between RTA 
chainage 8750 to 8850 (Figure 32).  This potential archaeological and/or built heritage 
site had not previously been identified and is not listed on any heritage registers. 

 

Figure 32: Location of CA 3 

The land now contained within Lots 4, DP 203127, incorporating CA Site 3, was 
originally converted to freehold as part of a 1230 acre crown grant (Portion 61, Narellan 
Parish) to Garnham Blaxcell in 1815.  After making his fortune as a merchant and 
trader, and later in as the new colony's  deputy-commissary, acting provost-marshal 
and secretary.  Blaxcell lost his fortune in large ventures and fled back to England, 
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unfortunately dying on route (See section 3.2.1.3).  During the two years between the 
Crown grant and his death, there is no record of the property being used or cleared. 

The property was put up for sale in 1823, and again in 1830, being described as being 
food forest land; indicating that the property was not being worked up until this time.  
The property was eventually sold in the 1850s to Edward Moore, who was already a 
large grazier in the area.  The property was likely used to extend Moore's grazing 
venture (See section 3.2.1.3). 

No specific information regarding the use and occupation of Portion 61 during the late 
19th century to the mid 20th century, has been obtained.  However, Land Title 
information illustrates that by the mid 20th century, CA Site 3 formed part of a much 
smaller allotment, measuring ca. 535 acres in size.82  It is likely that Portion 61, used 
primarily for pastoral purposes, was gradually whittled down into numerous small 
allotments / smaller farms and associated residences, during the late 19th-early 20th 
centuries, following the general pattern of subdivision and changing occupation in the 
region during this time.   

An aerial photograph dating to 1947 appears to show a building – possibly a long NE-
SW orientated building – within the general vicinity of CA Site 3 – refer to Figure 33.   
However, the low resolution of this image makes it hard to ascertain whether this is 
actually a structure or not   

Figure 33: 1947 aerial 
photograph showing 
“building” within vicinity of CA 
Site 3 83 

In 1961, a section of the 535 acre allotment fronting Camden Valley Way was 
subdivided to create sixteen ca. 5 acre lots – refer to Figure 34.  CA Site 3 appears to 
fall within Lot 4  both.  It is worth noting that the boundary between lots 4 and 5 is not a 
straight line as with most of the other subdivided lots: this may indicate the presence of 
pre-existing structures with subdivision designed to create a lot incorporating these 
features.   

                                                 
82  NSW LTO Plan C10260. 
83 NSW Department of Lands – Landsphoto Camden Run 20 January 1947 
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Figure 34: Plan of subdivision of land within C10260 – detail of Lots 4 and 5 on right-
hand-side. 84 

 

Details of the use and occupation of lot 4 since the 1960s has not been obtained, 
however, it is considered likely that these lots have been used for residential and 
hobby-farm purposes during these years; as it appears they are currently used for 
based on recent aerial images (Figure 35).  

 

 
Figure 35: 2008 aerial photograph with outline of Lots 4 & 5, DP 203127 shown in 
red.85 

                                                 
84  NSW LTO Plan C10260. 
85 NSW Department of Lands Sydney-Newcastle Aerial Photographs – Ausimage SKM 2008 – accessed 
by SIX viewer. 
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Site Inspection 

An inspection of the area where the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade are to 
occur in the vicinity of this potential feature was conducted by Chris Lewczak 
(archaeologist, Cosmos Archaeology) on 15th September 2009.  The possible structure 
appears to be located away from the boundary of the property, in the general location 
of the double storey brick house that is currently occupying the site (Figure 36).  The 
house is set well back from the current boundary of Camden Valley Way, with the area 
between the house and the road including a small garden and line of trees, with the 
majority of the frontage grassed (Figure 37).  The area immediately surrounding the 
house has been highly disturbed from landscaping works associated with the new brick 
house, shed and other smaller buildings located in the general area.  To the west of the 
house a drainage line dissects the property, with the ground around the house and 
shed structures sloping down toward the drainage line and has been grassed (Figure 
38 & Figure 39).   This structure appears to have been built onto as needed, and did 
not appear in the 1947 aerial (see Figure 33). 

No archaeological features or remains were present that would suggest the presence 
of a historical structure in this area.  It is possible that the current house is located on 
the location of the former building, or that no building exists. 

 
Figure 36: View of layout of 845 Camden Valley Way (Photograph Cosmos 
Archaeology) (View: North) 
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Figure 37: View of the area in front of the house and front property boundary at 845 
Camden Valley Way. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: Southwest) 

 

 
Figure 38: View of the vegetable gardens and drainage line to the west of the house at 
845 Camden Valley Way. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: North) 
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Figure 39: View of the timber and galvanised iron shed near the southwest corner of 
the property at 845 Camden Valley Way. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: 
North) 

Proposed Upgrade Design 

The design of the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade in the location of 845 
Camden Valley Way includes the construction of the additional dual carriage way 
between the current alignment of Camden Valley Way and the property boundary 
(Figure 40).  Within this section of the proposed works, the two northbound lanes will 
be added to the northern side of the current Camden Valley Way alignment.  The two 
additional lanes, shared pathway and associated landscaping will occur within the front 
30 m of the property (Figure 40).  The works will also include the upgrade of the 
drainage system currently under Camden Valley Way that flows into this drainage line.  

 

Significance Assessment 

Criterion a)   An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

The allotment at 845 Camden Valley Way was originally located within James Molle’s 
1816 Crown Grant in the Cow Pastures. Molle, and subsequent tenants and owners of 
the property, used the land for grazing and other pastoral purposes, sending the 
produce to the markets in Sydney.  The property was first subdivided until 1910 and 
again in 1947, which created the current allotment.  Grazing and other farming 
activities continued on the smaller allotments throughout this time.  The original 
boundaries and workings of original grant have been removed through repeated 
subdivision. The later history of the allotment is of limited significance. 

 By the standards of this criterion 696 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Local significance.  
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Criterion b)   An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’ cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

696 Camden Valley Way is associated with James Molle, whose first land grant 
incorporated the allotment; and William Howe, who leased the property until 1923 and 
later was appointed Magistrate in NSW.  This association, however, is not considered 
significant as both Molle and Howe’s life works were formed away from their pastoral 
practices.  The property is not considered to have a strong or special association with 
Molle or Howe or other persons or group of people important to NSW. 

 By the standards of this criterion 696 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion c)   An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and / 
or a high degree of creative or technical achievement In NSW (or 
the local area); 

The property at 845 Camden Valley Way does not have or display any aesthetic, 
creative or technical merits. 

 By the standards of this criterion 845 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion d)   An item has strong or special associations with a particular 
community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons; 

Research into the property at 845 Camden Valley Way did not reveal any special 
association with a particular community or cultural group in New South Wales. 

 By the standards of this criterion 845 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion e)   An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area); 

Limited heritage and archaeological remains are considered to remain on the property 
at 696 Camden Valley Way. The property was subdivided from grazing land associated 
with early land grant.  Archaeological remains are likely to be contained to fence lines 
that have likely been replaced and/or relocated due to historic subdivision activities and 
from realignments of Cow Pasture Road, Hume Highway and Camden Valley Way.  
Those remains would be limited to post holes of internal, and possibly external, 
boundary lines.  If present, these remains would contribute very little to a greater 
understanding of the original property or of the surrounding area. 

 By the standards of this criterion 845 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Minimal significance.  
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Criterion f)   An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the 
local area); 

845 Camden Valley Way is unlikely to possess an uncommon, rare or endanger aspect 
of NSW’s or the local areas cultural history.   

 By the standards of this criterion 845 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion g)  An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics 
of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural and natural 
environments. 

The property at 845 Camden Valley Way has limited capacity to demonstrate the 
principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places. 

 By the standards of this criterion 845 Camden Valley Way can be considered to 
be of Minimal significance.  

Statement of cultural significance  

845 Camden Valley Way was originally a part of a larger pastoral property first granted 
to Molle in 1816.  Limited association can be made between the current property and 
the larger property that was created in 1816.  Subdivision of the property occurred in 
1910 and again 1947, which dissolved the original boundary of the Crown grant.  
Potential archaeological remains that may be present on 845 Camden Valley Way are 
likely to be confined to remains of internal fence lines and other associated pastoral 
workings that they are considered to be of limited significance.  The cultural heritage of 
845 Camden Valley Way is considered to be of local cultural significance through its 
historical associations with early land grants.  

  

Statement of Heritage Impact 

Remains associated with the possible former building identified from the 1947 aerial 
photograph from the PEI report could not be located during the survey.  The potential 
item was located approximately 110 m away from the road, approximately behind the 
house currently on the property.  No archaeological relics or features were identified in 
the front section of the property where the new lanes will be constructed.  The current 
driveway into the property may have been the original driveway that extended further 
into the property, however, no other archaeological remains were identified that would 
positively identify the location of any former structure in this area. 

The construction works will be located in the cleared area between the house and the 
current road boundary, including all retaining walls and associated landscaping.  As no 
archaeological items were identified in this area, the proposed works are therefore 
considered not likely to impact any archaeological remains in this area. 

 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   65

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

No aspect of the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way will enhance the heritage 
significance of the heritage item located on 845 Camden Valley Way. 
 

 What aspects of the proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

The inclusion of two additional lanes on the northern side of the current alignment of 
Camden Valley Way will impact on property boundaries that are similar in their location 
and alignment to the early 19th century Crown grants.  Whilst this is the case, this 
impact is considered to be only a minimal impact to the heritage significance of this 
property. 
 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have not been proposed during the course of this assessment 
in the vicinity of this heritage item as they were not considered necessary due to the 
assessed level of impact to the heritage significance to the property. 
 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The design of Camden Valley Way upgrade will not have a positive or negative impact 
to any heritage significance of any items located on 845 Camden Valley Way. 

 

Recommendations 

Recommendation 2: No further historical archaeological or heritage work required. 
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Figure 40: Proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade in the vicinity of No. 845.  The 
location of the built heritage item circled in red. 
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4.3 CA Site 4 - Gledswood Estate (Lot 12 DP 748303 - 900 Camden 
Valley Way, Catherine Field, Narellan Parish, Cumberland County) 

CA Site 4 is the heritage listed property of Gledswood Estate, located at 900 Camden 
Valley Way (Lot 12 DP 748303), located on the south-eastern side of Camden Valley 
Way across from the intersection of Catherine Field Road between RTA Chainage 
7770 to 8600 (Figure 41).  This site was identified in the PEI report as  AHMS Site 018. 
Gledswood is listed on the Camden LEP and is listed on the State Heritage Register, 
with the heritage curtilage, extent of the heritage listing, including the whole of Lot 12 
DP 748303.   

 

Figure 41: Location of CA 4 Gledswood.  Heritage curtilage area in Red. 

 

History for the Gledswood Estate has previously been composed for the master plan 
strategy86 and landscape conservation plan87.  A summary of the history has been put 
together from these two documents.  As the proposed upgrade to Camden Valley Way 
has the potential to impact on the northern property boundary of Gledswood Estate, 
away from the main house and building complex, this history will focus on greater 
landscape features of the property, particularly those that occurred on the northern 
section of the property. 

Gledswood Estate was the amalgamation of four separate crown grants that were 
made between 1810 and 1816 that were acquired one by one by different land holders 
until they were all sold to James Chisholm I.  Chisholm purchased the larger Crown 
grant in 1816 which he called Gledswood. Chisholm reportedly began to build 
Gledswood House with the use of convict labour soon after.  The homestead was built 
well back from The Cowpasture Road, approximately 500 m away from the former 
alignment of the road, with a single driveway entering the property from the northwest 
to the main property complex.   

Chisholm arrived in the colony in 1790 and served in the NSW Corps for 19 years until 
he turned to mercantile pursuits; including the purchase of a rum license in 1809 and 

                                                 
86 Tropman & Tropman Architects, June 2003,  Gledswood Master Plan Strategy.  Prepared for 
Caldla Pty Ltd. 
87 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty. Ltd November 2005, Former Gledswood Estate, 
Catherine Field: Landscape Conservation Management Plan. Prepared for Camden Council. 
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the building of an inn.  During this time Chisholm began purchasing land in the Sydney 
area, to the extent that he owned much of George Street from Hunters Street to Martin 
Place, along with his primary residence of Calder House at Redfern. Chisholm 
continued to acquire via purchase additional land around his Gledswood Estate up until 
his death in 1837, where is land holdings amounted to 3455 acres. 88 

The estate was eventually conveyed to James Kinghorne Chisholm in 1857 upon his 
marriage to Isabella Macarthur Bowman. JK Chisholm was a keen horticultural 
gardener, and it was under his ownership that the gardens of Gledswood took the form 
that became highly renowned.  In 1870 the house and gardens were featured in 
Horticultural Magazine.  In the feature article it describes the general layout and 
condition of the property, mentioning the house and cultivated grounds located a 
"quarter of a mile from the road" along a well formed driveway.  The gardens were 
fenced off from the remainder of the property, with the exotic garden situated on the 
western side of the house; a half moon shaped plot of grassed area bordered by rose 
beds was located in front of the house, and large gardens located on the eastern side 
of the house that included fruit trees. 89  The variety of plants that JK Chisholm’s garden 
contained included species from various temperate regions, such as South Africa, as 
well as the more traditional English plants and some natives.  

In 1861, and after years of lobbying, JK Chisholm established a school on Gledswood 
Estate, which he donated 2 acres in the middle of his estate for the erection of a school 
building.  It was first attended by 30 to 40 students, however by 1888 there were 
deemed to be insufficient pupil numbers and the school was closed down.  After the 
district inspector investigated the number of school aged children in the area, the 
school was reopened as a Provisional School with 18 pupils.  The school continued to 
grow to 26 pupils and was awarded the title as a public school, however, 10 years later 
attendance to the school dropped again and the school was permanently closed.90  The 
land was sold back to the estate in 1913. 

In 1881 land was resumed from the property for the construction of the Sydney Water 
Supply Upper Canal.  The land was resumed in the southern portions of the estate, 
dissecting the estate; however, three bridges were constructed to allow access to the 
portions of land on the south-eastern side of the water canal. 

JK Chisholm died in 1912 and the Gledswood Estate passed to his two unmarried 
daughters, Elizabeth and Mary, who continued to maintain and live on the property.  
Mary died in 1919, and Elizabeth continued to live on the property until her death in 
1940.  The property was passed within the Chisholm family, however, later that year 
the property was transferred to Francis Percival Hopkins and his wife Nora Hopkins, 
graziers.  The Hopkins maintained the ownership of the property until 1959 when the 
estate was sold to another grazier Clem Gordon McKay.  It was at this time that the 
estate was first subdivided, with McKay continuing his ownership of the northwest 
portion of the estate.91   

                                                 
88 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty. Ltd November 2005:5-6 
89 Horticultrual Magazine and Gardener's and armature's calendar, Vol Vii No 74, February 
1870:43 - in Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty. Ltd November 2005:8 
90 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty. Ltd November 2005:14-15 
91 Ibid 15-17 
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Between 1968 and 1971, Retford Pty Ltd owned the property to the northwest of the 
water canal, that included Gledswood House, which they continued to run cattle on.  In 
1971 Camden Vineyards Pty Ltd acquired the land and became the first to start to 
promote Gledswood as a tourist attraction.  Subdivision continued in 1972 with the area 
between the canal and Raby Road being sold off; another 100 hectares to the north 
and east of the house was transferred to the NSW Planning and Environment 
Commission and another 10 hectares of the estate was transferred to Camden Council 
in 1976.  Again in 1978 a further 400 hectares were sold to the northwest of Gledswood 
house to Andalusia Entertainment Centres Pty Ltd for the establishment of El Caballo 
Blanco.  Final subdivisions occurred in 1980 when smaller allotments were released 
southeast of the canal for the creation of smaller market gardens.92 

Statement of Significance 

A statement of Significance has previously been completed for the Gledswood group.  
Below is an outline of the significance for the site.93 

 

Criterion A: An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s 
cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area) 

 

The Gledswood Estate was built by James Chisholm c.1830 on Crown 
granted to him in 1829 and was upgraded in 1870 to include planned 
renovations to the buildings and extensions to the gardens that followed 
within the style of colonial style design. 

 

Criterion B: An item has strong or special association with the life or works 
of a person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural 
history  

 

Gledswood's outstanding 19th century garden was mentioned in the 
Horticultural Magazine c.1870 and by William Hardy Wilson c.1920 
Gledswood remained in the Chisholm family for 90 years and has a 
strong association with the Camden district. 

 

 

Criterion C: An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics 
and/or a high degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW 

 

Romanticised by William Hardy Wilson, Gledswood contains one of the 
best of the Cowpasturers gardens. 

 

                                                 
92 Ibid 
93 Gledswood State Heritage Register listing, online edition 
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_01_2.cfm?itemid=5051540 
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Criterion D: An item has strong or special association with a particular 
community or cultural group in NSW for social, cultural or spiritual reasons 

 

Gledswood estate has a strong association with the Camden district, 
much like Camden Park, . Gledswood's unique character is recognised 
by well maintained colonial gardens and buildings that offer a strong 
historic rural character. 

 

Criterion E: An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to 
an understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history  

 

Gledswood has high potential to yield information on colonial settlement 
within Cowpastures rural downs, and in a wider sense, Camden and 
Cumberland County. This information combined with other studies within 
the area will greatly contribute to a better understanding of our cultural 
history. 

 

Criterion F: An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history. 

 

Gledswood is a rare example of an early Australian homestead 
characterised by mid 19th century gardens and ornamental plantings. 

 

Criterion G: An item is important in demonstrating the principal 
characteristics of a class of NSW’s  cultural or natural places; or cultural or 
natural environments.  

 

Gledswood is representative of early colonial settlement patterns in the 
Cowpastures rural downs area. Gledswood's colonial gardens is 
representative of a traditional European influenced landscapes and of 
19th and early 20th century interest in botanical collections. 

 

Statement of Significance 

Owned for over 120 years by the Chisholm family, the former Gledswood Estate is of 
outstanding historical and aesthetic significance as a 19th century rural villa estate with 
intact house, outbuildings, garden, specimen plants, carriage driveway and estate 
roads, paddocks and dams.  It is one of a group of such estates (of varying degrees of 
intactness) which are important to the agricultural and social-political history of New 
South Wales and the Camden district.  Presently comprised of a number of land 
parcels with rural land uses (subdivided from 1959), the former estate can still be seen 
and understood as a whole, the house complex sitting in a vale of pasture and golf 
fairways.94 

                                                 
94 Ibid:30 
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Master Plan Strategy  

The master plan strategy prepared by Tropman and Tropman in June 2003 outline 
strategies according to their zones.  These zones included the house precincts, open 
space, potential development precincts and control zones.  The extent of the northern 
boundary of the property included in the master plan extended to the current boundary 
of the road, including the new shared driveway.  The following are an outline of the 
strategies that relate to potential impact area for this project. 

 

Reinstated gateway95 

 The current entry to the Gledswood Estate does not indicate or announce 
the presence of the estate in any way.  This is a result of the loss of the 
original entry routes and points to the property.  

 The Gledswood Estate has been identified as possessing State heritage 
significance, having been one of the larger early working estates in the 
Cumberland Basin.  An estate of such significance has no prominent 
gateway to the estate leading to an appropriately laid out arrival sequence 
leading to the homestead. 

 A formal entry/gateway should be established at the entry to the driveway 
from the service road off Camden Valley Way 

 This entry should be linked to and interpret the original direct entry and 
gates off Camden Valley Way in the adjacent property. 

 Gateway and signage to the adjacent development off the common service 
road should be controlled to ensure that the re-established gateway to 
Gledswood is not diminished or overwhelmed. 

 Any formal gateways or signage of the adjacent development should be set 
back sufficiently from the identified former route of the driveway, to ensure 
the continued prominence of the entry to Gledswood, and the continued 
interpretation of the original entry point at Camden Valley Way. 

Gatehouse96 

 In line with establishing a prominent entry to Gledswood at the modified 
gateway to the estate, the establishment of a small gatehouse at this 
gateway will serve to further reinforce the prominence of the estate. 

 The scale and character of the gatehouse structure will be appropriate to 
the heritage character and significance of the heritage buildings at 
Gledswood and to the Gledswood Estate in general. 

 The possible uses for the gatehouse structure are as follows: (1) wine sales, 
(2) cottage crafts shop, (3) small mixed business, (4) information centre. It 
would be inappropriate to maintain the structure as an unoccupied structure 
in this location. 

 

 

                                                 
95 Tropman & Tropman June 2003:3 
96 Ibid 
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Control Zones in Adjacent Properties 

C1 - Driveway Buffer97 

This zone lies along the main driveway into Gledswood and at its northern 
end includes elements of the original driveway exit off Camden Valley Way.  
As this is now the primary (and only) entry route into the Gledswood Estate, 
a buffer zone is required in adjacent properties, to protect and maintain the 
arrival sequence to the property. 

A recommendation is the re-establishment of the original route of the 
driveway in the relevant section of the adjacent property.  The arrival 
sequence to Gledswood is to be reinstated, protected and maintained as 
the primary entry to an estate of State Heritage Significance. 

Controls for the above will be established in conjunction with owners of 
adjacent property owners, Camden Council and the relevant State 
authorities. 

In the section of the existing driveway, a visual buffer will be required in the 
adjacent property to maintain the setting of Gledswood along its primary 
entry route.   The character of this visual buffer is recommended to be a 
'green buffer' zone of dense native vegetation.  Boundary treatments, i.e. 
fences, along this section of the driveway will be discouraged. 

 

Landscape Conservation Policies 

Landscape Conservation Policies have been developed for the Gledswood Estate 
outlining appropriate and desirable actions to retain the different heritage aspects of the 
Gledswood Estate.  Below are the conservation policies that are relevant to the 
proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way and any impacts that it may have to the 
property, summarised from the Landscape Management Plan prepared for the property 
in 2005.98 

Basis of Conservation approach 

Policy 1: Given the historic curtilage of the former Gledswood Estate, 
planning for the future of the study area should consider the place as a 
whole; regardless of present property boundaries, to the maximum extent 
feasible.  

Fencing 

Policy 2: Boundary and paddock fencing should be consistent throughout 
the study area and should take the form of agricultural fencing, e.g. post 
and wire or split rail fencing.  An exception to this is the boundary fence 
adjacent to the Upper Canal.  Fencing of the nineteenth century paddock 
lines should be reconstructed or interpreted in the design of any rural 
development. 

 

                                                 
97 Ibid:6 
98 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty. Ltd November 2005:45 
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Roads 

Policy 3: The historic driveways, roads, and tracks should be retained and 
used and wherever possible, the missing historic roads should be 
reconstructed or otherwise interpreted.  New roadways, except those 
allowable under the remainder of these policies, should not be constructed 
if at all possible, unless required for the viability of the place. 

Views 

Policy 4: The historic visibly intact estate, with the Gledswood Homestead 
and garden in its vale, should be retained and conserved.  Development 
within this area must preserve the estate character and visual primacy of 
the Homestead complex. 

Plantings 

Policy 5: Cultural plantings should be retained for as long as possible and 
conserved.  In particular, the marker trees, such as the araucarias at the 
driveway creek crossing should be replaced with the same species when 
the existing trees become senescent.  The historic Eucalypt trees and the 
open paddocks, which are the result of selective clearing and planting, 
should be preserved and not obscured by natural regrowth, or by planting 
of new trees (other than for agriculture). 

Entrances 

Policy 6: The existing entrance alignment to the former Gledswood Estate 
from Camden Valley Way, although altered from the original entrance 
alignment, should be retained.  A separate, discrete entrance gate for the 
Gledswood Property itself should be erected east of the turnoff to El 
Caballo Blanco.  This gate should be reconstructed on the basis of 
documentary evidence and physical evidence for the original gates. 

 

Summary of  identified heritage elements within the Gledswood listing 

Based on the Master Plan and the Landscape Conservation Management Plan,  
the identified heritage elements within the Gledswood heritage listing are 
summarised below: 

 Main house and gardens complex 

 Main Driveway from the house to Camden Valley Way - not including the 
recent shared driveway from Camden Valley Way into Gledswood; 

 The State Heritage Register Curtilage (boundary) of the heritage listing is 
the entirety of Lot 12 DP748303 (Figure 42) 
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Figure 42: Identified heritage curtilage area for Gledswood. (source Heritage Branch, 
Department of Planning).
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Site Survey 

An inspection of the area where the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade are to 
occur in the vicinity of this potential feature was conducted by Chris Lewczak 
(archaeologist, Cosmos Archaeology) on 15th September 2009.  The survey 
concentrated on the area between the current road corridor and the shared driveway 
into both the Gledswood and El Caballo Blanco entrances (Figure 43).  The shared 
driveway off of Camden Valley Way  has also been cut down from the intersection with 
Camden Valley Way, sloping progressively down towards both entrances (Figure 44 & 
Figure 45). The driveway turns towards the south where it passes through the new 
entrance way for Gledswood and merges with the existing remains of the former 
driveway alignment that continues to the main house (Figure 46).   

The original exit of the driveway was a continuation of the original alignment towards 
the northwest, which has been cut by the subdivision and fencing for the El Caballo 
Blanco property.  Access to the El Caballo Blanco property was not possible at the time 
of the survey as the site was locked, however, observations from the fence could not 
easily identify any remains of the former driveway in this area (Figure 47). 

The area between the current road boundary, defined by the cutting made for it, and 
the edge of the cutting made for the shared driveway is a raised level with few stands 
of mature trees saturated closer to Camden Valley Way.  The area is mostly grassed 
with individual worn areas exposing the natural clay soil deposit below  (Figure 48 & 
Figure 49).  No evidence of any former fence lines of the property were identified in this 
area.   

 

 
Figure 43: Camden Valley Way in front of the Gledswood Estate. (Photograph Cosmos 
Archaeology) (View: Southwest) 
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Figure 44: The shared driveway from Camden Valley Way used to access the new 
entrance to Gledswood and the former El Caballo Blanco. (Photograph Cosmos 
Archaeology) (View: Northeast) 

 

 
Figure 45: The shared driveway from Camden Valley Way used to access the new 
entrance to Gledswood and the former El Caballo Blanco.  (Photograph Cosmos 
Archaeology) (View: Southwest) 
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Figure 46: Merging of the new driveway with the driveway on the original alignment on 
the Gledswood Property. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: East) 

 

 
Figure 47: Alignment of the original driveway through the neighbouring El Caballo 
Blanco property. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: West) 
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Figure 48: Area between Camden Valley Way and the shared driveway (Photograph 
Cosmos Archaeology). (View: Southwest) 

 
Figure 49:  Worn patches in the area between the current boundary of Camden Valley 
Way and the shared driveway. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: northeast) 
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Proposed Development 

The proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way in the vicinity of the Gledswood Estate 
would be located on the northern frontage of the heritage registered property.   Two 
new lanes will be added to Camden Valley Way on the north-western side of the 
current alignment, on the opposite side of the road to the Gledswood Estate.  The 
current two lanes of traffic will be incorporated into the new road design and will form 
both southbound lanes (Figure 51).  A shared user pathway will be added to both sides 
of the upgraded road.   

The intersection of Camden Valley Way and Catherine Field Road will be upgraded as 
a result of the additional new turn in and out lanes from Catherine Field Road onto 
Camden Valley Way.  A bus stop will be built immediately after the intersection in a 
separate turn in bay adjacent to the two lanes of traffic (Figure 51). 

A new entrance will also be built to access the Gledswood and adjacent property.  The 
new entrance will be built near the north-western corner of the property.  The entrance 
has been designed to be an extension of the current driveway from the Gledswood 
property directly through to Camden Valley Way (Figure 51). 

The height of the final road will remain relatively the same as the current level of 
Camden Valley Way. Filling will be required to raise some of the surrounding areas 
adjacent to the road up to the current road level.  At the eastern end of the Gledswood 
property at RTA station 7750, approximately 0.7 m of fill will be introduced (see Figure 
50). At the northern end of the listed property, at RTA station 8350, an existing cutting 
will be extended, requiring between 0.6 m to 2 m to be removed from this area (see 
Figure 50). 

The design of the road has allowed for future widening to occur between the two 
separated traffic lanes, thus ensuring that future impact to the Gledswood property will 
be averted. 

 

Impact Assessment 

The design of Camden Valley Way in the vicinity of Gledswood will occur immediately 
along the present day boundary of the property fronting Camden Valley Way.  The 
upgrade works have been designed using the existing two lanes as the two 
southbound lanes and adding the two additional lanes to the opposite side of the road.  
As such, this will minimise impacts to the Gledswood property.  The impact to the 
Gledswood property will result from the installation of the shared user pathway and 
associated cut and fill battered retaining walls.   

The proposed works to the northeast of the intersection of Camden Valley Way and 
Catherine Field Road will occur outside Gledswood’s heritage curtilage.  This boundary 
is set back approximately 18 m from the current edge of Camden Valley Way.  

At the northeast end of the Gledswood property across from the intersection of 
Deepfields Road, an existing cutting on Camden Valley Way will be widened to allow a 
pathway to be built.  These works will extend approximately 15 m into the Gledswood 
property. Immediately to the northeast of the intersection of Catherine Field Road the 
upgrade works will build up the local topography to match the current road height for 
the construction of the shared user pathway.  The impact will be less than 5 m into the 
Gledswood property and will not impact on the existing fence line that is set back from 
the road (Figure 51). 
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The proposed works to the southwest of the intersection of Camden Valley Way and 
Catherine Field Road will occur within the Gledswood heritage curtilage boundary .  A 
section of the shared user pathway immediately southwest of the intersection with 
Catherine Field Road and associated cutting extends into the heritage curtilage area by 
up to 8 m for approximately 140 m along Camden Valley Way (Figure 51).   A new 
driveway into the Gledswood property will also be built within this area near the north-
western corner of the property.  The driveway will be 10 m wide and will connect 
straight through to the existing driveway that extends from the shared driveway, a 
distance of approximately 25 m.  The drive way extends through the heritage curtilage 
around Gledswood. 

 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The level of direct impact the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will have to the 
Gledswood Estate will be limited to the retaining wall batter that will extend into the 
front boundary of the property on the south-western side of the intersection of Camden 
Valley Way and Catherine Field Road, as well as from the installation of a new 
driveway.   

The impact into the heritage curtilage area designated around Gledswood will be up to 
8 m in depth for the creation of the new batter, running from the Catherine Field Road 
intersection to the boundary of the property.  This impact will be caused by the 
realignment of the shared user pathway and construction of a bus stop that will be 
placed immediately after the intersection of Catherine Field Road.  The portion of the 
Gledswood property that will be impacted by these works is a narrow strip of 
segmented property, approximately 25 m wide, situated between Camden Valley Way 
and the shared driveway used by Gledswood and the former El Caballo Blanco 
property.   

The creation of a new driveway will also impact on the same narrow strip of land that 
has been segmented from the rest of the property via the creation of the shared 
driveway into Gledswood and the former El Caballo Blanco property.  The new 
driveway will be 10 m wide and extend from Camden Valley Way to the entrances of 
Gledswood and the neighbouring property, a distance of approximately 25 m. 

 All proposed work to the northeast of the intersection of Catherine Field Road will not 
have a direct impact to heritage significance of Gledswood. 

There are no identified indirect impacts to the Gledswood from the proposed upgrade 
of Camden Valley Way.  The final height of the road will be similar to the current height 
of the Camden Valley Way, and as such will not block or alter views to and from 
Gledswood.   

Limited space present within the current road corridor, as well as on the opposite side 
of the road has meant that the impacts to Gledswood property could not be avoided.  
Measures have been taken to minimise the impacts, in particular to items that have 
been identified as significant elements of the state significant property. 
 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

No aspect of the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way will respect or enhance the 
heritage significance of the State Heritage Registered item of Gledswood. 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   83

 

 What aspects of the proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

The proposed upgrade of the Camden Valley Way will have a minor impact to a portion 
of land fronting Camden Valley Way to the west of the shared entrance way at 
Catherine Field Road.  The impact that will occur, however, is not considered to have a 
detrimental effect on the heritage significance of Gledswood. There are no other direct 
or indirect aspects of this proposal that are considered to have a detrimental effect on 
the heritage significance of Gledswood. 
 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have been considered during the course of this assessment.  
The current design has been developed as the most sympathetic option to reduce the 
impact of the proposed upgrade of the Camden Valley Way to the heritage significance 
of Gledswood. 
 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The proposed upgrade has been designed to minimise impacts to the heritage curtilage 
area of Gledswood.  The two additional lanes will be placed on the opposite side of the 
road to Gledswood, with the current road to be incorporated into the two southbound 
lanes in the upgraded road.  The design has also maximised the required works in the 
vicinity of Gledswood to occur in areas outside of the identified heritage curtilage area. 
The two area where impacts will occur within the heritage curtilage area has been 
designed to impact a 140 m strip where the curtilage borders the Camden Valley Way 
up to a maximum depth of 8 m, and a 10 m wide by 25 m long strip for  a new driveway 
on the north-western corner of the Gledswood estate. 

The road works will have an effect on both the master plan strategy and the landscape 
conservation plan.  The conservation measures outlined in the landscape management 
plan and the master plan strategy and the impact from the proposed Camden Valley 
Way upgrade will be addressed individually below. 

 

 Basis of Conservation approach 

The overarching conservation policy for Gledswood as defined in the master plan 
strategy is to consider the former property boundary of the Gledswood Estate as a 
whole, regardless of the subsequent subdivision that has taken place and current 
property boundaries.  The proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will be constructed 
up to the current property boundary to the northeast of the intersection of Catherine 
Field Road, and up to 8 m into the property boundary and heritage curtilage area to the 
southwest of the intersection.  The impact into the property boundary will be from 
cuttings that will be extended for retaining walls for the proposed Camden Valley Way 
upgrade, in the form of earthen batters.  A separate impact will occur from the creation 
of a new driveway, approximately 10 m by 25 m,  at the north-western corner of the 
Gledswood property  that will negate the need for the current shared driveway to 
Gledswood and the neighbouring property.  These impacts are considered to be 
negligible as the existing cutting and new driveway will be widened in a section of the 
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property that has already been fragmented from the remainder of Gledswood by the 
construction of a shared driveway for El Caballo Blanco. 

 

Fencing 

Final fencing designs to the property have not been prepared, however, the fencing 
that will be reinstalled on the property should conform to the principles outlined in the 
landscape management plan, namely taking the form of agricultural fencing, e.g. post 
and wire or split rail fencing. 

 

Roads 

The proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way will not have an impact on the internal 
roads that make up the Gledswood Estate.  The former driveway is discussed below. 

 

Views 

The landscape management plan's policy regarding views is to preserve the view of 
the historically intact estate.  While the estate has been subdivided, the original larger 
historic boundary of the property can still be made out today.  The north-western 
boundary of the property has historically been Camden Valley Way (Hume Highway), 
and the proposed works will not impact on the visual primacy of the homestead 
complex to and from Camden Valley Way as outlined in the management policy. 

 

Plantings 

No plantings will be made between the upgraded road boundary and the property 
boundary.  

 

Entrance 

Policy 6 of the landscape management plan details that the current driveway should be 
retained and a separate, discrete entrance should be made to the east of the former El 
Caballo Blanco entrance.  The proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade design works 
will occur between the current road within the property and the Gledswood Estate 
boundary.  The shared driveway constructed for the estate and El Caballo Blanco will 
only be altered at the intersection with Camden Valley Way, with the inclusion of a left 
turn in and left turn out lane.   The remaining section of the Gledswood historic 
driveway will not be impacted, and as such will not impact of the future potential to 
carry out Policy 6. 

The master plan strategy contains specific recommendations relating to the historic 
driveway as a component of the greater Gledswood Estate property.  The 
recommendations were for the creation of the grand entrance and gatehouse into the 
estate based on the original entrance and gates; however, the strategy notes that the 
original entrance should be placed off the current shared driveway/service road to the 
estate and interpreted back to the original entrance from Camden Valley Way.  The 
proposed upgrade design will not impact on the future potential to carry out this 
recommendation. 
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Separately, the master plan also recommends that a driveway buffer should be created 
at the northern end of the driveway along Camden Valley Way to protect and maintain 
the arrival "sequence" to the property.  The master plan also recommends that the 
original route of the driveway off Camden Valley Way should be reinstated.  The 
upgrade to Camden Valley Way will create a new driveway, however, the project has 
not taken into consideration the reinstatement of the original driveway as the driveway 
does not currently exist, and plans for its reinstatement have not been made (including 
the acquisition of the required portion of the neighbouring private property).  The design 
for the upgraded road does allow for the driveway to be reinstated and interpreted at a 
later date.   

 

Discussion/Recommendations 

The impact of the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade to the State Significant 
Gledswood property will be from widening of an existing road cutting 140 m long 
southwest of the intersection of Catherine Field Road extending up to 8 m into the 
Gledswood property; and from the creation of a new driveway near the north-western 
corner of the property. The section of land that will be impacted is a fragmented section 
of the Gledswood property between Camden Valley Way and the shared driveway 
used to access both Gledswood and the former El Caballo Blanco estate (Figure 51).  
This area was identified as part of the main paddock area north of the main house 
complex in the Master Plan Strategy, and was labelled as being of high significance.   

The design of the new road has been done to ensure that future widening of the road 
can occur in the area between the two directions of traffic.  Impact to the property, 
however, cannot be avoided due to the limited space within the current road corridor, 
as well as on the opposite side of the road. The proposed Camden Valley Way 
upgrade will have a minimal direct and indirect impact to Gledswood by limiting the 
required works to the widening of cuttings to form retaining walls in the form of earthen 
batters, and the construction of a new driveway.  The new driveway will negate the 
need for the old shared driveway, and will re-link the fragmented section of the land to 
the remainder of the property.  

Based on the level of impact the proposed Camden Valley Way will have and the 
heritage conservation policies established for Gledswood Estate the following 
recommendations are made. 

Recommendation 3 

A section 60 permit application is made to the Heritage Council, Department of 
Planning, for the approval for redefining the curtilage of the Gledswood Estate 
to the new boundary of Camden Valley Way. 

 

Recommendation 4 

As Gledswood  is listed on the Camden LEP, notification of the proposed 
impact to the property is required to be made to Camden Council as 
designated in State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) (2007).  
This is to provide written notice of the intention to carry out the road upgrade 
works to the Council outlining the impact to Gledswood. A copy of the heritage 
impact assessment, should be included in the notification. 
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Recommendation 5 

New fencing and / or plantings to be installed between the boundary of the new road 
and the Gledswood estate, where possible, should follow the guidelines established 
in the Landscape Conservation Plan and road safety requirements, and should not 
impair the views to and from Gledswood Estate 
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4.4 CA 5 – Raby (Lot F, DP 401548 – 1025 Camden Valley Way Catherine 
Field, Cook Parish, Cumberland County) 

The land now contained within 1025 Camden Valley Way (Lot F, DP 401548), located 
on the north-western side of Camden Valley Way between RTA chainage 6650 to 7600 
(Figure 52).  Raby is listed on the State Heritage Register, with the heritage curtilage 
identified surrounding the site consists of only a portion of Lot F, DP 401548 (Figure 
52). Raby is also listed on the Camden LEP. 

 

 
Figure 52: Location of CA 5 

 

This property was originally part of a 3,000 acre crown grant (Portion 63, Cook Parish) 
to Alexander Riley in 1816 – although it is apparent that Riley was actually in 
possession of this land since 1809.  The property soon became known as “Raby" 
(Figure 53). This site was identified in the PEI report as AHMS Site 05.  

Alexander Riley (ca. 1778-1833) arrived in the Sydney colony in 1804, with his wife, 
Sophia Hardwicke, as free settlers.  He was appointed to various positions associated 
with political administration but turned his focus to private enterprise in 1809, soon 
joining with Sydney trader, Richard Jones to form what became one of the principal 
mercantile firms in early Sydney; Riley and Jones.  Riley also devoted much of his 
attention to his Raby property, developing sizable sheep flocks and becoming a 
significant contributor to the development of the wool trade.  Riley’s main place of 
residence was in Burwood, however, and it does not appear that the Raby property 
included a residence in the 1810s.99   

 

                                                 
99 Conway, J.  (1967)  “Alexander Riley.”  Australian Dictionary of Biography. Melbourne University Press, 
Melbourne, Vol. 2. 
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Figure 53: Undated map of Cook Parish showing Portion 63 – Alexander Riley’s 3,000 
acre grant “Raby.” 100 
 

In 1817, Riley and his family left for England, leaving his commercial affairs in the 
hands of his brother Edward.  Raby was advertised for lease, being described as a 
property with: 

 

....convenient buildings, one hundred acres of cleared ground are inclosed and subdivided 
into convenient paddocks – The whole extent of the land is particularly well watered, and 
one of the finest crops of wheat in the district is now growing on it.101 

 

In December 1817, Raby was leased to George Cribb of Sydney, butcher (Kass 
February 2002: 7). Two drawings of Raby were produced in the 1820s; one by Edward 
Mason in c1822, and one by Joseph Lycett in c1824 (Kass February 2002: 7) (Figure 
54). Both views show a house on the property. It is thought that this was built in c1820 
(‘Raby ’). The description accompanying Lycett’s image is as follows: 

 

The three thousand acre property forms a striking contrast between forests and the vast 
openings of land which have been cleared to accommodate livestock. The Estate on its 
southern boundary is dominated by a piece of water that, in a connecting chain of small 
ponds, forms the head of the South Creek, one of the principle and most important 
branches of the Hawkesbury River. The Pasture at Raby is most fertile and principally 
devoted to the grazing of fine-woolled sheep: from fifteen hundred to two thousand of 
which are herded every night on a fresh site. On a hill where the Superintendent’s 

                                                 
100 NSW Department of Lands Image No. 14069801 
101 Sydney Gazette, 12 November 1817. 
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House is seen, flocks containing about 350 sheep each, formed around the bark-hut and 
fire of a Watchman, who protects livestock from native dogs.102 

(cited in (‘Raby). 

 

According to Murphy103, the house was one of the best and most substantial of the 
early houses in the district. It is thought to have been located in approximately the 
same position as the present house. If this is correct, the Lycett image shows the 
driveway running from the house in a north-easterly direction, roughly parallel with 
Camden Valley Way, and crossing Rileys Creek to the north of the house (Figure 54). 
In contrast, the present driveway runs from the house in a south-easterly direction, and 
crosses the creek to the south of the house. 

By the early 1820s, the Raby estate appears to have been expanded, measuring ca. 
3,200 acres in size.  A residence (“superintendent’s house”) had been constructed in 
the southern section of the Raby estate and over 200 acres had been cleared – the 
majority was used for the grazing of hundreds of sheep and cattle, the remainder was 
cultivated with wheat, maize, barley, oats and various vegetables.104 

 

 
Figure 54: Sketch of Raby by Joseph Lycett, c. 1824.105 

 

                                                 
102 Raby (State Heritage Register listing, online edition) 
103 Murphy V, August 1990, The Built Heritage of South Creek Valley, in Perumal Murphy Pty 
Limited, South Creek Valley Heritage Study: Final Report, for the Department of 
Planning, 
104 Kass, T.  (2002) “History of Raby, 1025 Camden Valley Way, Catherine Field.” Unpublished report.  J. 
Lycett (1824)  Views in Australia.  Souter, London. 
105 J. Lycett (1824)  Views in Australia.  Souter, London. 
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In 1836, Edward Riley died and Raby was transferred to his son, Alexander Raby Riley 
(under management of Stuart Alexander Donaldson until Alexander Riley reached legal 
age).106  The estate was advertised for lease in 1839, being described as: 

3,200 acres of Land in Agricultural and Grazing Paddocks, the whole fenced in with 
substantial four rail fence. The Cottage is fit for a Family of the highest respectability, 
and every possible requisite for a complete Farming, or Dairy, or Horsebreeding 
establishment is contained in the Outbuildings.107  

 

During the late 1830s-1860s, Raby continued to be leased & under the ownership of 
Alexander Riley.   In 1866-1867, however, following a forfeit of mortgage, Raby was 
sold (measuring 3269 acres) to William Moore Esquire, a grazier from Booligal, 
Lachlan River.108 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 55: Outline of 
Raby estate 
contained within 
Certificate of Title of 
1866-1867 sale. 109 

Throughout the late 1860s-1870s, William Moore carried out improvements on the 
property, including clearing and fencing, and managed Raby as a mixed farm – 
stocking land with horses, cattle, sheep and pigs and growing both feed for livestock 
and garden vegetables (Figure 55).  The present house at Raby is most commonly 

                                                 
106 Kass, T.  (2002) 
107 Australian, 20 April 1839 
108 LTO Vol. XLIV, Fol. 161 
109 LTO Vol. XLIV, Fol. 161 
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thought to have been built during the mid 1870s by Moore, with the original house 
being retained for use as a kitchen.110  

In 1878, William Moore died, leaving Albert Stephen Burcher (his brother-in-law) and 
his wife, Caroline Moore, as executors of the estate in trust for Moore’s children.  In 
their hands, Raby was maintained by the family for some decades, continuing as an 
active farm – in the 1884 stock census, Raby is listed with 8 horses, 65 cattle, 2000 
sheep and 6 pigs.111  

In c1900, Raby was leased to tenants. In 1902 and 1903 the tenant was GA Church, 
who ran 11 horses, 6 cattle, and 1890 sheep on the property. 1905 AB Moore was 
listed as the holder, with 7 horses, 70 cattle, and 1864 sheep. In 1905, Raby was 
subdivided into five lots; the house was on Lot 1, which comprised 1206 acres, 2 roods 
(Figure 56). In 1907 Lots 1 and 2 were transferred to Arthur Barrington Moore of Raby, 
Narellan, grazier. AB Moore continued to use and occupy Raby as a pastoral property. 
112 

                                                 
110 Kass, T.  (2002) 
111 Kass, T.  (2002) 
112 Kass, T.  (2002) 
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Figure 56: Detail of the 1905 subdivision plan of Raby113 

 

In the early 1930s, Arthur Moore appears to have removed all his stock from Raby. In 
1935 he sold the property to Florence Elizabeth Mitchell, wife of David Edward Mitchell 
of Liddleton, grazier. The Mitchells apparently restocked the property with merino 
sheep and Hereford cattle.114 The Mitchell family retained ownership until 2003.115 

The 1947 aerial photograph shows the driveway to the Raby house in its current 
location, with a splayed fence on either side of the entrance. The gate is concealed by 
a tree. Just inside the entrance, the driveway broadens to cross Riley’s Creek (Figure 
57). This layout is similar to the present one. 

                                                 
113 PW Rygate, 1905, Plan of Raby Estate Parish of Cook County of Cumberland. LTO DP 5011 
114 Kass, T.  (2002) 
115 Raby (State Heritage Register listing, online edition) 
<www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_02_2.cfm?itemid=5052613> 
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In 1957 Lot 1 was re-subdivided; Lot F contained the main homestead farm, and 
comprised 186 acres with 3 roods (Figure 58). 

 

The 1961 aerial photograph shows the driveway in its current location, with a splayed 
fence either side of the entrance off Camden Valley Way. The gate is concealed by a 
tree. Just inside the entrance, the drive crosses Rileys Creek. The bridge is visible in 
this photograph, as it is a darker colour than the drive (Figure 59). 

 

 
Figure 57:  Detail of a 1947 aerial photograph showing the study area (source: 
Department of Lands, Liverpool County Cumberland, Run 20A). 
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Figure 58:  Raby; Lot F (source: ASJ Hunter, 1957, Plan of subdivision of part of lot 1 
DP 5011, Parish of Cook, County of Cumberland. LTO DP 401548). 

 

 
Figure 59: Detail of a 1961 aerial photograph showing the study area (source: 
Department of Lands, Cumberland 1961 Series, Run 43). 
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The property was not occupied during the 1990s.116  A photograph of the entrance 
taken in 1998 shows the two picket fences, the southern one joining a post-and-rail 
boundary fence. The gate appears to be the same as the present metal tube structure. 
The bridge is not visible in this image (Figure 60). The structures appear otherwise to 
be the same as those presently standing in the study area, although their  condition 
has since deteriorated. 

 
Figure 60: A photograph of the entrance to Raby, taken in 1998 (source: John 
Kooyman, 1998, ‘Picket fence at entrance gate on Camden Valley Way. House at 
centre rear’, Camden Council Library Service, History Pix, File CL0/CL0028.). 

 

Statement of Significance 

The following is the Statement of Significance was prepared by Perumal Murphy Wu in 
the Conservation Management Plan in November 2002 and is reproduced below. 

 

Criterion A: An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural 
history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); & 

 

Criterion F: An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s 
cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); & 

 

                                                 

116 ‘Raby’, State Heritage Register listing, online edition 
<www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_02_2.cfm?itemid=5052613> 
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Criterion G: An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a 
class of NSW’s  cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments. (or a 
class of the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments.) 

 
Raby is an enduring component of one of the first areas near Sydney settled for 
pastoral use in the early 19th century.  Raby is one of a group of large estates 
established from the 1810s to 1840s in the south-western part of the Cumberland 
Plain.  The Estates were owned by persons with access to large amounts of 
capital, enabling them to develop enterprises based in this area, but extending well 
into the South Western Districts, or alternatively Bathurst.  These farms and 
estates became the headquarters for these large pastoral enterprises.  They 
exhibited varying degrees of self sufficiency in terms of production of meat, crops, 
fruit and vegetables, but derived their main sources of income from agricultural and 
pastoral production.  These estates thrived on a source of cheap labour provided 
by the convict system and transportation.  Many suffered from the end of 
transportation in 1841 and the severe economic depression of the 1840s, before 
the economy again began to grow in the late 1840s, only to be overtaken by the 
gold rush of 1851 onwards. 

The focus of pastoral development moved from the Cumberland Plain in the later 
half of the 19th century to the larger properties in inland NSW and elsewhere.  
Those properties on the Cumberland Plain began to focus on production for the 
growing centres of population, with market gardening and dairy farming,  During 
the later part of the 20th century these early homesteads had suffered from 
subdivision and encroaching development. 

Raby is a remnant core of successful early pastoral estate that has endured from 
the 1810s to the present.  The house, garden, grounds and outbuildings are 
significant in their rural setting. 

 

Under these classifications, the assessment graded the Raby Complex as being of 
State Significance. 

 

Criterion B: An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the 
cultural or natural history of the local area);& 

 

Criterion G: An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a 
class of NSW’s  cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments. (or a 
class of the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments.) 

 

The place contains historic features and evidence of its settlement from the early 
19th century to the present day.  The homestead group of Raby remains in its 
original location on a ridge-line, above Riley's Creek, in the southeast corner of the 
original grant of 1809 and 1812.  The site has a strong association with a number 
of significant historical events and processes. 

Raby has a close association with the life and works of Alexander Raby, his 
children and grandchildren.  He was instrumental in introducing Saxon merino 
sheep into Australia in 1825 in order to improve the wool of the Spanish merino, 
already introduced by others.  He also established an important horse breeding or 
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bloodstock enterprise, based on the importation of Irish stallion, "Skeleton", and 
may have been involved in the market providing horses for the military in India.  
Alexander Riley was also a director of the firm Riley & Jones in Sydney and was 
one of the principal merchants of the colony in its early years of development to the 
1810s.  Alexander Riley returned to Britain in 1817, but gave his sons the 
responsibility of developing Raby, while he investigated means of providing a 
staple for his NSW property from his European base.  This enterprise ultimately led 
to the establishment of thriving wool export industry from Australia, to which 
Alexander Riley made an important contribution. 

Under these classifications, the assessment graded the Raby Complex as being of 
State Significance. 

 

Criterion C: An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a 
high degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local area); & 

 

Criterion G: An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a 
class of NSW’s  cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments. (or a 
class of the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments.) 

 

Sited on the spur of a hill overlooking the headwaters of Riley’s Creek , and 
Camden Valley Way, the homestead group is a picturesque assemblage of 
buildings in a surviving rural landscape. 

The sitting of the house on the ridgeline, visible from the Cowpasture Road (now 
Camden Valley Way) across Riley’s creek has provided "a viewpoint" recorded by 
at least two colonial artists, namely Lycett and Mason.  This important view 
survives today, with glimpses of the house from the road through the trees that now 
flank the creek. 

The burial enclosure of the Mitchell Family is sited very near the highest point of 
the ridge near the house.  It has spectacular panoramic views to the Blue 
Mountains as well as to the house and the Cowpasture Road (now Camden Valley 
Way).  The siting of Raby itself also takes advantage of this same outlook, although 
views to the Blue Mountains are not so easily accessed today except on the 
western side of the farmyard. 

 

Under these classifications, the assessment graded the Raby Complex as being of 
State Significance. 

 

Criterion D: An item has strong or special association with a particular community or 
cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons; & 

 

Criterion G: An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a 
class of NSW’s  cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments. (or a 
class of the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments.) 
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The Raby homestead is widely recognised, within both the local and broader 
Sydney communities as one of the Sydney region's early rural estates, which 
remains in its original setting. 

Raby has a strong association with former owners and persons who have shown 
an interest in studying and understanding the development of the property.  It has 
been appreciated as an historic site for a number of years, notably by William 
Hardy Wilson (1881 - 1955) in his studies of the properties along Cowpasture 
Road.  The fact that the property is listed by the National Trust also demonstrates 
the high regard in which Raby is held by historians and others. 

 

Under these classifications, the assessment graded the Raby Complex as being of 
State Significance. 

Criterion E: An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of 
the local area); & 

 

Criterion G: An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a 
class of NSW’s  cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments. (or a 
class of the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments.) 

 

Since only one of the buildings associated with the Riley ownership of Raby 
survives, the further understanding of the layout and the recent improvements on 
the property must largely be derived from archaeological investigations, supported 
by historical research and comparative study of similar sites.  Archaeological 
investigation will reveal the layout of the property, its buildings and other 
improvements.  It will also reveal aspects of the living and working conditions 
typical of a property of this type. 

The property preserves a range of structures associated with domestic and farm 
water supply, notably the waterhole south of the farmyard, the tank stand north of 
the house, a windmill, remains of two pumps and two earthen dams, as well as 
natural ponds and waterholes along Riley’s Creek.  These items range in date 
possibly from the period of Riley ownership up to the present day. 

The property possesses a large four stand shearing shed, which, although in poor 
state of preservation, still remains with mechanised shearing equipment as well as 
a wool press. 

Raby possesses a large range of agricultural equipment, predominately equipped 
for traction by tractor.  The equipment may be dated from the 1920s onwards and 
provides a valuable assemblage of machinery, which would repay further studies 
and analysis. 

The private burial enclosure is a late example of the custom of private burial on 
estates and farms, and continues a practice common in rural NSW. 

Raby still retains its rural aspect.  The general layout of the property, the siting of 
the house, the orchard or kitchen, garden, the farmyard and possibly the driveway 
are all intact, providing a rare survival of the topography of this settlement type. 

 

Under these classifications, the assessment graded the Raby Complex as being of 
State Significance. 
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Criterion F: An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s 
cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

 

Raby is an increasingly rare part of the 19th century Cowpasture Road settlement. 

Raby still retains its rural aspect.  Apart from Building 2, the surviving buildings 
date from the late 19th century and do not belong to the formative stages of 
properties of this type on the Cumberland Plain.  Some other sites, like Belgenny 
Farm and Camden Park, are better preserved,.  Nonetheless, the general layout of 
the property, the siting of the house, the orchard or kitchen garden, the farmyard 
and possibly the driveway are all intact, providing a rare survival of the topography 
of this settlement type. 

Under these classifications, the assessment graded the Raby Complex as being of 
State Significance. 

 

Criterion G: An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a 
class of NSW’s  cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments. (or a 
class of the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments.) 

 

The survival of a large woodshed is rare on the Cumberland Plain, but would be 
more typical of rural NSW to the west of the Great Dividing Range. 

 

Under these classifications, the assessment graded the Raby Complex as being of 
State Significance. 

Biosis Research have also recently completed a Non-Aboriginal Heritage Significance 
Assessment as part of the proposed Camden Valley Way Upgrade in February 2009.  
The assessment concentrated only on the significance of the driveway, bridge and front 
fence and gate components of the Raby Complex.  The summary of significance is 
presented below. 

The study area is of heritage significance at a local level according to Criteria C, E, 
F and G, and possibly also D. The significance is derived largely from the fact that 
the structures on the site are important components of the cultural landscape of the 
Raby property, and are characteristic of such structures in the region more 
generally. There is also the potential of archaeological relics, which may provide 
information about both Raby and the region, and which are therefore of local 
significance according to Criterion E. 

The heritage significance of the study area is vested in the original parts of the 
standing structures, which probably date to the 1870s; in the potential 
archaeological relics of an earlier crossing of the Creek; and also in the existence 
of an entrance to the property in this location. However, several elements have 
been introduced to replace or reinforce the present structures. These include the 
metal tube gates, the gateposts, and the I beams on the bridge. These later 
elements are not of heritage significance 

The study area is also an important element of a property that is of State 
significance. As a component of this property, the significance of the site has been 
graded in the Conservation Management Plan. Each of the four elements of the 
site; the main entrance gates, the bridge, the fence line, and the driveway to the 
house; has been assessed as having a high level of significance.  
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The current condition of the structures on the site indicates that they are presently 
at risk from decay and insensitive repair. The entrance is not presently in use as 
the bridge is too dangerous for a vehicle to cross.117 

 

Conservation Policies and Guidelines 

In 2000 the National Trust prepared a report for the Heritage Council of NSW in 
regards to historic farm sites that remained on the Cumberland Plain and in the 
Camden area.118   In the report, the National Trust identified Raby as a surviving 
colonial farm complex and recommended that the complex be listed on the State 
Heritage Register.  In the report, a landscape assessment was undertaken identifying 
significant elements and views of the property, including the view to the house from the 
main entrance from Camden Valley Way, and the association of Camden Valley Way 
(formerly Cowpasture Road) to the property (Figure 61). 

 
Figure 61:  Significant items and views to and from Raby house as identified by the 
National Trust.119 

                                                 
117 Biosis Research, February 2009, Non-Aboriginal Heritage Significance Assessment Proposed 
Camden Valley Way Upgrade, Entrance to Raby, 1025 Camden Valley Way, Catherine Field.  Report 
prepared for NSW Road and Traffic Authority. 
118 National Trust (NSW), 2000, Colonial Landscapes of the Cumberland Plain & Camden.  Report 
prepared for the Heritage Council. 
119 National Trust (NSW), 2000 
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The conservation management plan (CMP) for Raby outlines specific measures that 
should be followed to retain the significance of the property and all individual heritage 
items.  The CMP was prepared for the listing of the property to the State Heritage 
Register in 2002.  Raby was listed on the State Heritage Register in February 2010.  
As such the conservation policies that have been established for the property will be 
followed as they outline significant elements of the listed property, as well as guidelines 
for proposed developments and repairs.  Below are the conservation guidelines that 
relate to the significant features that may be impacted from the proposed upgrade.  
This includes the driveway, fence line, boundaries and vistas, as defined in the 
Conservation Management Plan as significant elements, however, were omitted from 
the heritage curtilage area for Raby.120 

 

Landscape Elements 

General 

 All elements of exceptional or high significance should be conserved. 

 Items of moderate or little significance need not be conserved. 

 

Historical Fencing general 

 Conserve in situ and make functional historical fencing with minimal adaptation 

 Use steel fencing pickets to secure old posts and wire in situ 

 Infill missing sections with same detail if fence-line is to have a modern function 

 Avoid uses which are not compatible with retention and conservation of historical 
fencing 

 Use new post and rail where archival evidence shows  

 Use fencing wire to hang up/secure dropped rails. 

 

Southern line of boundary and frontage to Camden Valley Way 

 Retain line of southern boundary and relics of timber post and rail fencing without 
amalgamation with property to south. 

 Retain eastern line of boundary to Camden Valley Way , including relics of single 
rail and wire fencing - reinforce by conservation processes. 

 Retain the form of old post, rail and wire fencing. 

 Develop discreet new back-up fencing to restore 'stock' fencing frontage.  
Investigate other ways to retaining old fencing if required. 

 Conserve all remnant elements of fencing. 

 Conserve the remnant tree cover. 

 

 

                                                 
120 Perumal Murphy Wu, November 2002, Conservation Management Plan: Raby.  Report prepared for 
New Heritage Developments Pty. Ltd. 
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Main entrance gateway and picket fence and bridge 

 Retain and restore the main Entrance Gateway, picket fencing and bridge in the 
same materials and detail. 

 Replace the pipe farm gate with contemporary (1870s) timber gate to archival 
and period detail.  If this cannot be achieved, retain the pipe gate. 

 

Driveway to house 

 Retain the access road to the homestead and outbuildings in current layout, 
topography and use. 

 Retain the old driveway as a recreational feature if vehicular access and use is 
not permitted by the RTA 

 Any new road should respect the landform and avoid/minimise cut and fill. 

 

Creek landscape area 

 Retain the creek as a natural system with associated remnant native vegetation 

 Retain evidence of pre-20th century works. 

 Bring the creek landscape into use as part of the historic precincts. 

 Consider move towards a more ecological sustainable landscape.  Do not move 
the creek. 

 Investigate applicability of National Natural Heritage Charter in conservation 
management of the site. 

 

The Cowpasture Road alignment and Raby Road 

 Retain the line of the road and aspects of rural character in roadside fencing, and 
other features. 

 Realign the proposed Camden Valley Way Road widening at Raby to the other 
side of the road. 

 Avoid major new works within the principal setting of the road alignment. 

 Ensure that any new landscape works are sympathetic to the historic rural and 
Indigenous character of the site. 

 

Continuing natural form and features of the landscape 

 Retain the landform and natural features - Riley's Creek, trees, and other natural 
features. 

 Consider the creek and remnant trees as part of the open space contribution. 

 

Views to and from the homestead. 

 Retains views of the Raby homestead group from along most of Camden Valley 
Way, from the historic current entrance, and Dwyer Road. 

 Use design and planting controls to prevent new works (including plantings) that 
might obscure principal views. 
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 Views should be retained and enhanced through landscaping and selected 
editing of trees. 

 

Policies to be performed before commencement of on-site works. 

 Prior to the commencement of works on the site, and excavation permit, under 
the Heritage Act of NSW should be obtained. 

 Any disturbance of the ground in the Main House, Main Entrance, Farmyard, 
Outer Farmyard, Paddocks and Burial Precincts should be preceded by 
archaeological excavation.  This includes underfloor deposits under the Main 
House. 

 An archaeological monitoring programme should be undertaken during any 
redevelopment or subdivision of the property to the west of the Paddocks Precinct. 

 

Heritage Curtilage 

The heritage curtilage boundary identified for Raby includes only a portion of the 
allotment that Raby is situated on, Lot F, DP 401548.  The curtilage has been defined 
to include the main house complex, as well as the vistas to and from the house to the 
south and east.  The curtilage is setback from the boundary of Camden Valley Way by 
30 m along its southern frontage, and includes the Riley's creek to the east, the 
property boundary to the south, the corner of the property boundary and an existing 
fence line on the property to the west, and an earlier boundary fence to the north 
(Figure 62).   

 

Summary of significant elements included within the heritage listing 

Based on the CMP prepared for the nomination of Raby onto the State Heritage 
Register,  the assessment identified the following elements that should be considered 
to be important to the significance of Raby: 

 Main house complex; 

 Southern, Camden Valley Way, property boundary 

 Main entrance, including the location of the main entrance; 

 Driveway from the main entrance to the house 

 Bridge over Riley's Creek 

 Graveyard on the property 

 Riley's Creek (as a landscape feature) 
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Figure 62: Identified heritage curtilage area for Raby. (source Heritage Branch, 
Department of Planning). 
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Site Inspection 

A site inspection of the Raby property was undertaken on 15th September 2009 by 
Chris Lewczak, archaeologist with Cosmos Archaeology.  The front entrance gate and 
fences have recently been replaced with a new metal gate and star-picket and wire 
fence.  The two posts either side of the new gate appear to have been reused, with 
some older wooden fence post retained and reused in sections, however the entrance 
gate has been altered (Figure 63).  The area also appears to have been cleared of 
vegetation that was previously growing immediately adjacent to the former fence line.  
The section of the driveway from the road up to the front gate, which consists of 
earthen and gravel road, has been highly disturbed, likely from historic road works and 
realignments, as well as from general usage. 

 

 
Figure 63: New gate and fence at the main entrance into the Raby property 
(Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: Northwest) 

 

Inside the property the bridge crossing over Riley's Creek remains.  The bridge is a 
single span construction that has been built on two embankments either side of the 
creek created with horizontal timber slabs held in position by large round posts (Figure 
64).  The deck of the bridge consist of 30 cm wide timber slabs that are fixed to three 
wooden girders (one either side of the bridge and one down the middle) by two iron 
nails.  In recent times, the timber bridge has been reinforced with the inclusion of two 
"I" beams either side of the bridge that have been constructed on concrete pads 
(Figure 65) 
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Figure 64: Bridge across Riley's Creek along the main entrance way to Raby House 
complex. (View: Southeast) 
 

 

 
Figure 65: Bridge across Riley's Creek inside the Raby property.  Of note are the steel 
"i" beams that have been added to the underside of the bridge for additional support. 
(Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: North) 
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Between the front gate and the intersection of Riley's Creek and Camden Valley Way, 
approximately 80 m to the east of the driveway, vegetation and small trees have 
recently been cleared from the area, presumably for the construction of the new fence 
(Figure 66). However a stand of trees remains immediately to the east of the bridge 
crossing, between the creek and the property fence.  The banks of the creek have 
begun to erode and collapse (Figure 67).  The creek has been impacted previously by 
the current alignment of Camden Valley Way and the installation of the concrete 
drainage system underneath the current road (Figure 68) 

To the west of the main gate, the area has also been cleared from the northern bank of 
Riley’s Creek back towards the main house (Figure 69).  Some trees and other 
vegetation exist between the current front boundary fence and the southern side of the 
creek.  A smaller drainage system has also been installed underneath Camden Valley 
Way, approximately 25 m to the west of the main gate. 

 

New fences and gates have also been built within the Raby property. 

 

 
Figure 66: Area west of the entrance way for Raby immediately inside property 
boundary. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: Southwest) 
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Figure 67: Condition of Riley's Creek approximately 80 m west of the main entrance 
way near where Camden Valley Way crosses the creek. (Photograph Cosmos 
Archaeology). (View: North) 

 
Figure 68: Modern concrete box culvert that has been installed as part of the road 
bridge across Camden Valley Way. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: 
Southwest) 
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Figure 69: Area east of the entrance way for Raby immediately inside property 
boundary. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: Southeast) 
 

Proposed Upgrade Design 

The design of Camden Valley Way in the vicinity of Raby will realign the road to add 
two additional (southbound) lanes to the southern side of the current road.  The extent 
of the proposed works includes the acquisition of a 30 m section of land along the 
whole of the southern frontage of the Raby property and along the northern frontage of 
the golf course on the opposite side of Camden Valley Way (Figure 70).  The 
acquisition along the southern frontage of Raby is outside, but immediately adjacent to, 
the heritage curtilage area around Raby.   

The proposed road will not be built entirely within the area of proposed acquisition 
along the Raby frontage.  The two current lanes of traffic on Camden Valley Way will 
be realigned slightly and will become the two northbound traffic lanes, with the two 
new, southbound, traffic lanes added to the southern side of the current highway.  A 
shared pathway will be added to each side of the completed highway upgrade.  The 
proposed upgrade works, including the addition of the shared pathway and associated 
battered retaining walls, will, at most, only disturb an approximately 15 m section along 
Camden Valley Way within the Raby property (Figure 70).  

The new alignment of Camden Valley Way and new road surface will require cut and fill 
sections where the additional lanes will be constructed, as well as altering of the 
camber of the road for drainage purposes, however, the finished height of the four lane 
road will be similar to the current road surface level of Camden Valley Way. At the 
southern end of Raby (RTA chainage 7500) the road will be built up by between 0.3 m 
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0.7 m (see Figure 71).  Approaching the northern end of the listed property, the road 
will be built up between 0.1m and at most 0.8 m to level the area for the road (see 
Figure 71). 

The design for the new Camden Valley Way also includes a new drainage system and 
water retention basin that will connect with Riley's Creek 20 m to the east of the main 
entrance into the Raby property (Figure 70).  The large size of the drainage system is 
due to the re-diversion of the current drainage system underneath Camden Valley Way 
associated with Riley's Creek to this new system, as well as the need to cope with the 
increase run-off that will be generated from the new road 

 

Impact Assessment 

The design for the upgrade of Camden Valley Way, will not have a direct impact on 
Raby or its identified heritage curtilage area.  The design of the Camden Valley Way 
has also avoided impact to the driveway, bridge and the location of the main entrance 
of the Raby property. This is despite those previously identified significant elements of 
Raby being excluded from the heritage curtilage of the property.   The new alignment of 
Camden Valley Way will have no indirect impact to Raby, from the new alignment, 
inclusion of two additional lanes and the final height of the road.  The proposed land 
acquisition is a 30 m section of the property of Raby, outside, but adjacent to the 
heritage curtilage area.  The physical impact from the proposed design will vary across 
the acquisition area, however, will only extend approximately 15 m from the current 
boundary of Camden Valley Way.  This is the alignment of Camden Valley Way has 
been designed to facilitate the inclusion of two additional lanes of traffic on the opposite 
side to Raby. This also allows for the inclusion of a shared user pathway and 
associated batter and landscaping works for the road (Figure 70).   

The cross section of the final four lane road in the vicinity of Raby shows the level of 
the final road surface will be similar to the current road surface level of Camden Valley 
Way.  This will not alter or block views across Camden Valley Way from and to the 
main house complex on Raby (see Figure 71). 

The installation of the new drainage system to the west of Raby Road will feed into 
Riley's Creek and will directly impact on the creek line which has been identified as a 
significant element of Raby, and will impact within the heritage curtilage area of Raby 
(Figure 70).  Additional drainage works will also occur to Riley's Creek, on the eastern 
side of the intersection of Raby Road (Figure 70). 
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Statement of Heritage Impact 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

The design of the upgrade of Camden Valley Way will respect the heritage significance 
of Raby as heritage items - the main entrance way driveway and bridge over Riley's 
Creek - will be retained, despite not being included in the heritage curtilage area of 
Raby.    
 

 What aspects of the Proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

The proposed upgrade of the Camden Valley Way will have a minor impact to a portion 
of Riley's Creek within the heritage curtilage area around Raby due to the installation of 
an upgraded drainage system.  The impact that will occur, however, is not considered 
to have a detrimental effect on the heritage significance of Raby.  There are no other 
direct or indirect aspects of this proposal that are considered to have a detrimental 
effect on the heritage significance of Raby. 
 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have been considered during the course of this assessment.  
The current design is the product of a redesign to minimise impacts to Raby, and is 
considered as the most sympathetic option to reduce the impact of the proposed 
upgrade of the Camden Valley Way to the heritage significance of Raby. 
 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The design of the upgrade of Camden Valley Way is sympathetic to heritage 
significance of Raby.  The design will not impact on the significant elements inside the 
heritage curtilage of Raby.  The design has also taken into consideration not impacting 
identified heritage items associated with Raby that have been excluded from the 
heritage curtilage area, namely the location of the main entrance way, driveway and 
bridge over Riley's Creek     

 

The level of impact the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way will have on the 
values of the heritage listed Raby will be minimal, however, the impact will be detailed 
in relation to the  conservation policies and guidelines outlined in the conservation 
management plan for Raby below. 

 

General Landscape Elements 

The CMP states that all identified items of exceptional or high significance should be 
conserved.  This includes the bridge, driveway, fencing and main entrance gate.  The 
identified heritage curtilage boundary for Raby excludes the bridge over Riley's Creek 
and the main entrance way; however, the upgrade design for Camden Valley Way will 
not impact on any of these three features. 
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Historical Fencing & the Southern line of boundary and frontage to Camden Valley Way 

The overarching conservation policies relating to the Raby fencing are based on the 
retention of the in situ fencing and the repair of fencing with similar historic fences 
(such as post and rail fencing).  The fencing along the southern boundary of Raby 
including the main entrance way, has been excluded from the heritage curtilage for 
Raby, and the fence has recently been replaced with a steel star-picket and barbed 
wire fence, by the new property owner.   

The upgrade design in the vicinity or Raby will impact on the fence line, including the 
relocation of the property boundary 30 m to the north.  This impact is not considered to 
be significant as this front boundary fence line is excluded from the heritage curtilage 
area for Raby.  An opportunity exists in the upgrade design for new fences to be built 
following the principals outlined in the CMP; specifically the replacement of the current 
star-picket fence and installation of a timber post and rail fence.  As also recommended 
in the CMP, discreet back up fencing can be installed if a post and rail fence along the 
southern boundary of the property is not adequate for the usage of the property. 

 

Main entrance gateway and picket fence and bridge 

The picket fence and main gate have been excluded from the heritage curtilage 
identified around Raby, and the current owner of the property has recently replaced the 
main entrance gate and fence.  The upgrade design will not impact on the location of 
the main entrance or the surviving bridge. 

 

Driveway to house 

Conservation policies outlined in the CMP are for the retention of the driveway and 
other internal roads from Camden Valley Way to the house.  These roads will be 
retained from the front entrance gateway to the house. 

The policy also states the old driveway should be retained as a recreational features if 
vehicular access and use is not permitted by the RTA.  The design of the upgrade 
works includes the retention of this driveway as an entrance way. 

 

Creek landscape area & continuing natural form and features of the landscape 

Riley's Creek has been set out in the CMP as a contributing item to the overall heritage 
of Raby, and as such should be retained in its current form.  To minimise impacts to 
Raby and the identified significant elements, the alignment of Camden Valley Way has 
been has been redesigned, which requires a new larger drainage system to adapt to 
the redistribution of stormwater from the existing drainage infrastructure to the west of 
the driveway.  The design will have an impact on the course of Riley's Creek, but will 
still allow flows to continue underneath the bridge. 

The upgrade design is considered to have an impact on Riley's Creek.  The design 
options will retain the creek, and water flows, under the existing driveway bridge while 
impacting on the creek further to the east of the bridge.  

 

 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   115

The Cowpasture Road alignment and Raby Road 

The policy outlined in the CMP regarding the alignment of Cowpasture Road is to retain 
the line of the road and the aspects of the rural character of roadside fencing, while 
also avoiding major new works within the principal road alignment.   

The proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade has been designed to construct the two 
additional lanes required on the southern side of the current Camden Valley Way 
alignment, to minimise impacts to the Raby property.  A 30 m portion from the property 
of Raby will be acquired for the works. 

The impact the upgrade design will have is considered to be minor to this conservation 
policy as the line of the road, including the shared user pathway, will only be realigned 
up to 15 m to the north of the current alignment.   

Final fencing design for the upgrade is yet to be determined, however, scope exists to 
follow the conservation principals outlined in the CMP. 

 

Views to and from the homestead. 

The upgrade works presented by the RTA for the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley 
Way will not impact on views between the road and the homestead.  The height of 
Camden Valley Way will be similar to the current road.  There are no plantings 
associated with landscaping works in the vicinity of Raby. If any plantings were to be 
proposed in association with these works they should be designed so as not to have an 
impact on the designated views to the homestead from the road. 

 

Policies to be performed before commencement of on-site works. 

In keeping with the conservation policies as set out in the Raby CMP, an excavation 
permit under the Heritage Act should be gained before the commencement of any 
excavation works that occur on the Raby property.  The only impact that will occur 
within the heritage curtilage area of Raby is to Riley's Creek, approximately 30 m to the 
east of the of the main driveway of Raby.  The proposed work includes the retraining of 
the creek for the new drainage system that will be placed under Camden Valley Way.  
The widening of the creek will impact a section Riley's Creek inside the defined 
heritage curtilage area around Raby.  This impact is considered to be minor as the 
works that will occur within the heritage curtilage boundary  will be limited to controlling 
erosion to the banks of the existing creek.  

The location of the proposed works are not considered to impact on any unknown 
archaeological relics, however, an archaeological management and monitoring plan 
should be prepared and undertaken before works begin. 

 

Discussion and Recommendations 

The proposed design for the upgrade of Camden Valley Way would have minimal 
impact on the heritage values of Raby.  The works would require the acquisition of a 30 
m portion of land from the southern frontage of the Raby property.  This portion of land 
is outside but immediately adjacent to the identified heritage curtilage area associated 
with the listing of Raby on the State Heritage Register.  Although identified as 
significant elements in the CMP for Raby, the location of the main entrance, driveway 
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and bridge over Riley’s Creek have been excluded from the heritage curtilage area for 
Raby.  Despite this, the upgrade design has avoided impacting on these features. 

There will be an impact on Riley's Creek from a new drainage system that will be 
installed.  The impact to the creek will occur mostly to the section located immediately 
in front, southern boundary, of the heritage curtilage area around Raby, however, a 
small section of the current banks of the creek inside the heritage curtilage area will be 
modified to prevent erosion.  The drainage system has been designed to minimise 
direct impacts to Raby, however all impacts could not be avoided.  Alternative drainage 
designs would have resulted in greater impacts to Riley's Creek, including within the 
heritage curtilage area.  

The design of the new road will retain access to the Raby property from the historic 
main entrance way from Camden Valley Way, and has been designed to ensure that 
any further widening of the road can occur between the two lanes of traffic, protecting 
the main entrance way in the future. 

Based on the level of impact the design of Camden Valley Way upgrade will have and 
the heritage conservation policies established for Raby, the following recommendations 
are made. 

 

Recommendation 6 

Consultation with the Heritage Council, Department of Planning, should be 
undertaken regarding the impact to the section of Riley's Creek within the 
heritage curtilage area of Raby prior to submission. 

 

Recommendation 7 

An application to the Heritage Council for a  Section 60 permit to approve the 
works that will occur to Riley's Creek within the heritage curtilage area of Raby 
will be required.   

 

 

Recommendation 8 

As Raby  is listed on the Camden LEP, notification of the proposed impact to 
the property is required to be made to Camden Council as designated in State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) (2007).  This is to provide 
written notice of the intention to carry out the road upgrade works to the 
Council outlining the impact to Raby. A copy of the heritage impact 
assessment, should be included in the notification. 

 

Recommendation 9 

New fencing and / or plantings to be installed between the boundary of the 
new road and the property boundary of Raby, where possible, should follow 
the guidelines established in the Conservation Management Plan and road 
safety requirements. 
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Recommendation 10 

A heritage management plan should be prepared detailing procedures to 
follow in the event of the discovery of archaeological features during 
excavation works within the section of land that will be acquired from Raby. 
This management plan should include details of the types of archaeological 
material that may be uncovered and procedures that should be followed in the 
event that relics are uncovered. 

 

Recommendation 11 

An archival photographic recording of the front of Raby should be undertaken 
before any works commence in the area.  The archival recording should 
conform to the standard as outlined in the “Photographic Recording of 
Heritage Items Using Film or Digital Capture” prepared by the Heritage 
Branch, Department of Planning. 

 

 




