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4.5  CA 6 – Remains of former road alignment 

A general history of the surrounding area has already been compiled in the preliminary 
heritage assessment, and will be summarised here with additional site specific history 
for the twenty individual sites assessed in this report. 

The potential identified remains of the former road alignment is located on the south-
western side of Camden Valley Way between Heath Road and Park Road (RTA 
chainage 4100 to 4650) (Figure 72).  These sites were identified in the PEI report as 
AHMS Site 26. This potential archaeological site has not previously been identified and 
is not listed on any heritage registers.  A general history of the road has been 
presented in Section 3.2 of this report and will not be repeated here. 

 

Figure 72: Location of CA 6. 

 

Heritage items identified associated with the road 

The PEI report identified a possible remnant section of road alignment adjacent to 
Camden Valley Way between Park Road and Heath Road (Figure 73). 

 
Figure 73: Location of the potential remnant road remains identified on the 1947 aerial 
in the PEI report. 
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Site Inspection 

The property was surveyed on the 15th of September 2009 by Chris Lewczak, 
archaeologist with Cosmos Archaeology.  The site inspection began to the northeast 
towards the section of potentially identified remnant alignment of Camden Valley Way 
between Park Road and Heath Road.  The area identified from the PEI was not clear, 
however, the survey investigated the area on either side of the current road alignment, 
as well as the area to the south of the current alignment of Camden Valley Way where 
a "road" is visible in the 1947 aerial photograph.  The area within the current road 
corridor contains a wider shoulder on both sides of the two lanes of traffic.  This area is 
asphalted, with the current traffic lanes having been asphalted over the top of this layer 
(Figure 75)  It appears that when the road was constructed, a wider area southwest 
from the intersection with Heath Road, on both sides of the road, was also asphalted 
with the two lanes of traffic originally formed.  The widened area either side of the road 
fades into the current road alignment approaching Park Street where the road corridor 
narrows and kerb side drainage has been installed (Figure 75).  

The area immediately adjacent to the road on the southern side of Camden Valley Way 
has large stands of regrowth trees that were not present in the 1947 aerial photograph 
(Figure 76).  The ground cover in the area is mostly grass and the ground visibility was 
good.  Within this section no evidence of any former road alignments, cuttings or any 
other visible evidence to suggest that a former road alignment was observed (Figure 
78). 

 

 
 

Figure 74: Widened asphalted area immediately adjacent to Camden Valley Way 
southwest of the intersection with Heath Road. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) 
(View: Northeast) 
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Figure 75: Narrowing of the current road corridor of Camden Valley Way approaching 
Park Road.  (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: Southwest) 

 
Figure 76: General view of the area immediately to the south of Camden Valley Way 
between Heath Road and Park Road.  (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: 
South) 
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Figure 77: View of the area immediately to the south of Camden Valley Way. 
(Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: South) 

 

 
Figure 78: View of the area immediately to the south of Camden Valley Way. 
(Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: Southwest) 
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Proposed Upgrade Design 

The proposed upgrade to Camden valley Way between Heath Road and Park Road 
includes the construction of two additional lanes of traffic on the southern side of the 
current alignment of the road.  The two current lanes of traffic will be incorporated into 
the new road and will become the two northbound lanes.  A 30 m area will be acquired 
from the property at No.1300 for the construction of the two additional lanes of traffic, 
including the shared user pathway and associated retaining walls and landscaping. The 
extent of the area that will be impacted on the southern side of the current Camden 
Valley Way is up to the edge of the tree lines that are present on the property (Figure 
79). 

 

Statement of Significance. 

A statement of significance has been undertaken for Camden Valley within the study 
area  in Section 4.13 of this report and will not be repeated here. 

 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The area that was identified in the PEI report of the potential remnant alignment of 
Camden Valley Way (Hume Highway) could not be relocated.  Evidence of the former 
road alignment could not be identified within the road corridor, or in the adjacent 
property where the road was likely to be located.  It is possible the road that was 
identified from the 1947 aerial photograph was a farm track that linked to either 
possible sheds or other activities on the farm, as other similar features can be seen in 
the same aerial photograph.   

Impact to any remains of the track identified in the 1947 aerial that may be present 
along this section of Camden Valley Way are not considered to be significant. 

 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

There are no aspects of the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way that will respect 
or enhance the heritage significance of the potential heritage item.    

 

 What aspects of the Proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

The proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way will directly impact on any remains of 
the former internal farm track.  This is not considered to be an impact as the track is 
considered not to be of heritage significance. 

 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have not been considered during the course of this 
assessment as they were not considered necessary due to the assessed level of 
impact to the heritage significance to the property. 
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 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The proposed changes to Camden Valley Way are not considered to be sympathetic to 
the remains of the former internal farm track; however, the remains associated with the 
track are not considered to be of heritage significance. 

 

 

Recommendations 

Recommendation 12: No further historical archaeological or heritage work required.
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4.6 CA 9 – “Building & Gardens” (Lot 54, DP 8979 – 1409 Camden 
Valley Way Catherine Field, Cook Parish, Cumberland County) 

CA Site 9 represents a “building and garden” complex identified In the PEI as AHMS 
site 010 on a 1947 aerial photograph.  The site where this "Building and Gardens" is 
located is at 1409 Camden Valley Way (Lot 54, DP 8979), on the north-western side of 
Camden Valley Way at the intersection with Ingleburn Road, at RTA chainage 3140 to 
3210 (Figure 80). This potential site has not previously been identified and is not listed 
on any heritage registers. 

 
Figure 80: Location of CA 9. 

 

The land now contained within Lot 54, DP 8979, incorporating CA 9, was originally part 
of a 3,000 acre crown grant (Portion 63, Cook Parish) to Alexander Riley in 1816 – 
although it is apparent that Riley was actually in possession of this land since 1809.  
The property soon became known as “Raby”. 

Riley also devoted much of his attention to his Raby property, developing sizable 
sheep flocks and becoming a significant contributor to the development of the wool 
trade.  Riley’s main place of residence was in Burwood, however, and it does not 
appear that the Raby property included a residence in the 1810s.  The property was 
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leased by the Riley family in 1817, at which time the property was used for growing 
wheat and grazing (see section 3.2.1.5). 

The property was sold from the Riley family to William Moore in 1866-67.  Despite the 
sale, the property continued to be used for grazing sheep and cattle.  The property was 
sold one more time in 1887, however, the breakup of the original property did not occur 
until in 1905 when the original Crown grant was divided into 5 allotments (see section 
3.2.1.5).  The original house and gardens were contained in allotments 1 and 2, and 
were sold in one sale to Arthur Barrington Moore of Raby, Narellan, grazier – the 
remainder continued to be leased as pastoral property.  Allotments 3 to 5 were 
continued to be owned by Albert Stephen Burcher and his wife Caroline Moore who 
organised the original subdivision.  These three allotments were again subdivided into 
71 allotments in 1913121 – CA 9 falls within Lot 54, measuring ca. 4 acres in size – see 
Figure 81 below.   

 
Figure 81: Plan of Raby subdivision, 1905. 122 

In 1920, a group of the subdivided lots – including Lot 54 were sold by the Burcher 
estate to NSW Realty Co. Limited who commenced auctioning the properties.123  In 
1923, NSW Realty Co. Ltd sold Lot 54 to John George Daniel Berryman, a lighthouse 
keeper from Smoky Cape.124   It would appear that Lot 54 was sold as a cleared but 
vacant lot – i.e. did not contain structures (save for possible fence lines) and had 
previously only been used for agricultural and / or pastoral purposes (Figure 82 & 
Figure 83).  

                                                 
121 LTO A336731 
122 LTO Vol. 800, Fol. 5 
123 LTO Vol. 3487 Fol. 105 
124 LTO Vol. 3135 Fol. 165 & LTO Vol. 3423 Fol. 190 
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Over the following twenty years, Lot 54 changed hands a couple of times; Berryman 
sold to George Bond, a farmer from Blacktown in 1930, who subsequently sold to 
George Roger Flowers, a poultry farmer from Leppington in 1943.125  The specific use 
of the property during this time is unknown, however, given the occupation of at least 
two of the owners (farmer & poultry farmer), it is quite likely that Lot 54 was utilised as 
a residential and small-scale farming property. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
125 Ibid 
126 Ibid 

 

 

 

 

Figure 82: Plan of part of the property 
known as "Raby" being a re-subdivision 
of Lots 1-45 and 47-71 in DP 8176126 - 
CA 9 falls within Lot 54 (closer image 
above). 

 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   128

. 

Figure 83: Lot 54 as 
sold to Berryman in 
1923. 127 

 

An aerial photograph dating to 1947 shows what appears to be one of two buildings 
near the corner of Camden Valley Way and Ingleburn St, a small cleared area and 
some remnant vegetation towards the west within Lot 54 – refer to Figure 84.   

Figure 84:  1947 aerial 
photograph showing Lot 54. 
128  

 

 

 

Throughout the mid 20th century, Lot 54 changed hands several times and appears to 
have continued use as a small-scale “hobby” farm / market garden. 129  More recent 
aerial photographs indicate that the lot has not seen substantial alteration, save for 
further clearing and the building complex on the corner of Camden Valley Way and 
Ingleburn St certainly appears to have been modified / expanded or replaced (Figure 
85). 

 

                                                 
127 LTO Vol. 3423 Fol. 190 
128 NSW Department of Lands – Landsphoto Camden Run 21 January 1947 
129 LTO Vol. 3423 Fol. 190 
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Figure 85:  2008 aerial 
photograph with outline of 
Lot 54, DP 8979 shown in 
red.130 

 

 

Site Inspection 

An inspection of the area where the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade are to 
occur in the vicinity of this potential feature was conducted by Chris Lewczak 
(archaeologist, Cosmos Archaeology) on 15th September 2009.   The current properties 
located on the north-western side of Camden Valley Way, south of the intersection with 
Ingleburn Road, are positioned above the current road on a natural rise in this area, 
with the current road alignment cut down into this (Figure 86).  The properties from the 
intersection leading down to the petrol station to the south of the location of the 
heritage feature appear to have all been built within the last 20 years and are all set 
well back from the road.  The building within the allotment on the corner of Camden 
Valley Way and Ingleburn Road fronts onto Ingleburn Road and has had extensive 
landscaping and earthworks associated with the house (Figure 87).   The area behind 
the house has been recently ploughed, and appears to have been regularly ploughed.   

There is a Timber and fibro clad building located between the house and Camden 
Valley Way (Figure 88 & Figure 89).  The building is located approximately 20 m from 
the intersection of Camden Valley Way and is set back approximately 20 m back from 
Ingleburn Road (Figure 88 & Figure 89). The building has a flat galvanised iron roof 
and a possible addition to the building on the eastern, Ingleburn Road, side of the 
building that has a skillion roof (Figure 88 & Figure 89).  The current driveway into the 
property once extended next to this building before the newer house was built and the 
driveway altered.  It is possible that the building was constructed in the 1940s and 
relates to a potential building identified in the 1947 aerial. 

 

                                                 
130 NSW Department of Lands Sydney-Newcastle Aerial Photographs – Ausimage SKM 2008 – accessed 
by SIX viewer. 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   130

 
Figure 86: General alignment and layout of Camden Valley Way in the vicinity of No. 
1409. (Photography Cosmos Archaeology) (View: Northeast) 

 

 
Figure 87: View of the general layout and disturbances to the property on the north-
western corner of Camden Valley Way and Ingleburn Road.  (Photograph Cosmos 
Archaeology).  (View: Southwest) 
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Figure 88: Timber and fibro clad shed located on the corner of Camden Valley Way 
and Ingleburn Road.  (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: Northwest) 

 

 
Figure 89:Timber and fibro clad shed located on the corner of Camden Valley Way 
and Ingleburn Road.  (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: northwest) 
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Proposed Upgrade Design 

The frontage of the property on both Camden Valley Way and Ingleburn Road will be 
impacted by the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade.  The upgrade includes the 
installation of a separate turn left lane for northbound traffic from Camden Valley Way 
into Ingleburn Road, which will require only slight realignment of the intersection for the 
inclusion of a traffic island at the intersection (Figure 90).   The work will require the 
cutting down of the batter already present on the road boundary, with the new 
intersection configuration occurring within the front 10 m  section of the property at 
1308 along both Camden Valley Way.  Along Ingleburn Road the alignment of the road 
as it approaches Camden Valley Way will also involve side road landscaping, which will 
fall within the current allotment of the 1409 Camden Valley Way. 

 

 
Figure 90: Proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade in the vicinity of No. 1409. Location 
of the shed is circled in red. 
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Significance Assessment 

Criterion a)   An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

The allotment at 1409 Camden Valley Way was originally part of a 3,000 acre crown 
grant (Portion 63, Cook Parish) to Alexander Riley in 1816 – although it is apparent that 
Riley was actually in possession of this land since 1809.  The property soon became 
known as “Raby”.  The Riley family and subsequent lessees invested heavily in the 
property through expansion and the development of sizable sheep flocks to eventually 
become a significant contributor to the development of the wool trade.  Cattle grazing 
and various forms of cultivation were also practiced.  The property was sold to William 
Moore in 1867, who continued to improve the land.  

The property was subdivided in 1905 and in 1913 a further sub-division created the 
present allotments. The specific use of the property after this time is not well known, 
however, given the occupation of at least two of the owners (farmer & poultry farmer), it 
is quite likely that 1409 Camden Valley Way was utilised as a residential and small-
scale farming property. 

Though originally forming part of the ‘Raby’ property the activities that took place on 
this allotment do not appear to have extended beyond grazing.  The original 
boundaries and workings of original grant have been removed through repeated 
subdivision. The later history of the allotment is of limited significance. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1409 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  

 

 

Criterion b)   An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’ cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

1409 Camden Valley Way is associated with Alexander Riley (ca. 1778-1833), who 
arrived in the Sydney colony in 1804 with his wife, Sophia Hardwicke, as free settlers. 
He was appointed to a various positions associated with political administration but 
turned his focus to private enterprise in 1809, soon joining with Sydney trader, Richard 
Jones to form what became one of the principal mercantile firms in early Sydney; Riley 
and Jones.  In 1867, the property passed into the hands of William Moore, a grazier 
from Booligal, Lachlan River.   

Though originally forming part of the ‘Raby’ property the activities that took place on 
this particular allotment do not appear to have extended beyond grazing and therefore 
does not  have a strong or special association with Riley or Moore or other persons or 
group of people important to NSW. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1409 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  
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Criterion c)   An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and / 
or a high degree of creative or technical achievement In NSW (or 
the local area); 

The property at 1409 Camden Valley Way does not have or display any aesthetic, 
creative or technical merits. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1409 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion d)   An item has strong or special associations with a particular 
community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons; 

Research into the property at 1409 Camden Valley Way did not reveal any special 
association with a particular community or cultural group in New South Wales. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1409 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion e)   An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area); 

Limited heritage and archaeological remains are considered to remain on the property 
at 1409 Camden Valley Way. The property was subdivided from grazing land 
associated with early land grant.  Archaeological remains are likely to be confined to 
fence lines that have likely been replaced and/or relocated due to historic subdivision 
activities and from realignments of Cow Pasture Road, Hume Highway and Camden 
Valley Way.  Those remains would be limited to post holes of internal, and possibly 
external, boundary lines.  If present these remains would contribute very little to a 
greater understanding of the original property or of the surrounding area. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1409 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion f)   An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the 
local area); 

1409 Camden Valley Way is unlikely to possess an uncommon, rare or endanger 
aspect of NSW’s or the local areas cultural history.   

 By the standards of this criterion 1409 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion g)  An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics 
of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural and natural 
environments. 

The property at 1409 Camden Valley Way has limited capacity to demonstrate the 
principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places. 
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 By the standards of this criterion 1409 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

  

Statement of cultural significance  
1409 Camden Valley Way was originally a part of a larger pastoral property first 
granted to Riley in 1816. Subdivision took place in twice in the early 20th century, which 
dissolved the original boundaries of the Crown grant. Though it once formed part of the 
Raby Estate, there is a limited association between the Estate and the current property.  
Potential archaeological remains that may be present on 1409 Camden Valley Way are 
likely to be confined to remains of internal fence lines and other associated pastoral 
workings, which would be considered to be of limited significance. The cultural heritage 
of1409 Camden Valley Way is considered to be of local significance through its 
historical associations with early land grants.   

 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The upgrade to the intersection of Camden Valley Way and Ingleburn Road will impact 
on the property at No. 1409 with the installation of the left hand turning lane and the 
required cutting of the immediate area down to the final road level.  The impacts to the 
property will be along the southern and eastern boundaries of the property where the 
natural topography will be required to be cut down.  These works will not impact on the 
fibro building that is situated on the allotment that is possibly the item identified in 1947 
aerial photograph.  The historical research and the survey did not identify any other 
archaeological or heritage remains in the area fronting Camden Valley Way and 
Ingleburn Road. The proposed work will not impact on the fibro clad building located at 
1308 Camden Valley Way. 

Remains of former fence lines bounding Camden Valley Way are likely representative 
of boundaries of Crown grants made in the early 19th century.   Subdivisions of the 
original grants into the current day allotments have dissolved these former boundaries 
and are almost unrecognisable today.  Remains of previous fence lines, both standing 
and archaeological, are considered to be of limited significance. 

 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

There are no aspects of the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way that will respect 
or enhance the heritage significance associated with heritage items at 1409 Camden 
Valley Way.    

 

 What aspects of the Proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

The inclusion of a left turning lane from Camden Valley Way into Ingleburn Road will 
have an impact on the property boundary whose location and alignment broadly reflect 
that of the first Crown grant.  Whist this is the case, this impact is considered to be only 
a minimal impact to the heritage significance of this property, and associated items. 
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 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have not been considered during the course of this 
assessment as they were not considered necessary due to the assessed level of 
impact to the heritage significance to the property. 

 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The design of Camden Valley Way upgrade is not considered to have a positive or 
negative impact to any heritage significance of any items on 1409 Camden Valley Way. 

 

Recommendations 

Recommendation 13: No further historical archaeological or heritage work required. 
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4.7 CA 10 – “Building” (Lots 10 & 11, DP 1020864 – 1310 Camden Valley 
Way Catherine Field, Minto Parish, Cumberland County) 

 

CA 10 represents a “building” identified by AHMS Pty Ltd (May 2008) on a 1947 aerial 
photograph – AHMS Site 012.  The property where the building was identified is 
located at 1310 Camden Valley Way (Lots 10 & 11, DP 1020864), on the south-eastern 
corner of Camden Valley Way and Denham Court Road, at RTA chainage 2960 to 
3000 (Figure 91). This potential built heritage or archaeological site has not previously 
been identified and is not listed on any heritage registers. 

 
Figure 91: Location of CA 10 

 

The land now contained within Lots 10 & 11 DP 1020864, incorporating CA 10, was 
originally part of a 200 acre crown grant to Simeon Lord on the 1st of January, 1810.  
Lord also received two adjacent 200 acre properties at this time – 600 acres in total.  
Lord was one of the earliest Crown grantees in the area, having received three 200 
acre grants adjacent to each other immediately when the land on Cow Pasture Road is 
opened in 1810.  Lord arrived in Sydney as a convict in 1791, but was emancipated 
soon afterwards and became an successful entrepreneur, merchant, ship-owner and 
manufacturer – involved in numerous pursuits (including pioneer of sealing in colony).  
Lord received other Crown grants across the Sydney colony, and it is not known if he 
used the 600 acres Crown granted to him at the Cow Pastures (see section 3.2.1.1). 

The property is eventually sold to Richard Brooks, who had already acquired land in 
the area.  The properties were consolidated into Brooks' 500 acre purchase, and a new 
estate was built, known as Denham Court.  The property was used for cultivation 
purposes, that also included a mill.  The property, however, began to be subdivided in 
the 1860s, and in 1880 the allotments originally granted to Lord in 1810 were 
subdivided into 34 allotments (see section 3.2.1.1). 
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In 1888, the northernmost group of subdivided lots – Lots 1-11 – were transferred to 
David Peter Dickson and Andrew Gibson Blomfield; subsequently being sold to William 
Bolger, a farmer from Denham Court in 1890 (Figure 92).131  Bolger owned this land for 
the following twenty-five years, and while no specific details have been obtained, it 
appears that the property was utilised primarily for pastoral purposes; possibly with a 
residence and associated structures.    In 1915, William Bolger died and the property 
was transmitted to Myra Bella Bolger, his wife.  Five years later the property was 
transferred to the Perpetual Trustee Company Ltd; subsequently sold to James Martin 
McArdell, a farmer from Windsor, in 1922.  McArdell maintained the 240 acres over the 
next fifteen years – possibly also using it largely as pasture.  In 1930, a road reserve 
running NE-SW through McArdell’s property was gazetted – this was resumed eight 
years later and now forms part of Camden Valley Way. 132 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 92: Plan of Bolger’s 
property as purchased in 1890 – 
also showing later easements / 
resumptions. 133 

In 1937, McArdell started subdividing the property and selling individual lots.  An area 
of one acre within Lot 8 on the corner of Cowpasture Road and what is now Denham 
Court Road – and containing CA 10 – was purchased by John Thurston, Sydney Water 
Board officer, William Sharp, farmer, and Harold George Oliver, dairyman (Figure 

                                                 
131 LTO Vol. 956 Fol. 18 
132 Ibid 
133 Ibid 
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93).134  It is unknown whether this one acre contained any structures at the time of sale.  
The purposes for which Thurston, Sharp & Oliver obtained the property are unknown, 
however, it quite possible that, given the occupations of the owners, it was utilised as a 
small-scale farm or associated facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 93 :  Plan of one acre 
allotment within Lot 8 sold to 
Thurston, Sharp & Oliver. 135 

 

 

An aerial photograph dating to 1947 appears to show the lot as cleared with the 
possible existence of what may be a structure, situated towards the SE of the allotment 
– refer to Figure 94.   

 

Figure 94: 1947 aerial photograph showing 
Lot 8 (now Lots 10 & 11, DP 1020864).136  

In 1962, the northern portion of the allotment – what is now Lot 11, DP 1020864, was 
marked for road purposes and restrictions on its use by the owner were placed (this 

                                                 
134 LTO Vol. 4850 Fol. 178 
135 Ibid 
136 NSW Department of Lands – Landsphoto Camden Run 22 January 1947 
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section was later resumed in 1999-2000 by the NSW Department of Urban Affairs & 
Planning.137   

Thurston, Sharp & Oliver maintained ownership of the property until 1989 when it was 
sold to Paul Jeffrey Winter, Ronald Frederick Hattander and Leslie Cyril Kelly as joint 
tenants. 138  Aerial photographs from the late 20th century indicate that the area has 
remained primarily as cleared land and that structures certainly have been built in the 
SE of what is now Lot 10; these may correspond to the “building” identified in the 1947 
aerial, however, based on the resolution of the earlier photographs, it is impossible to 
be certain (Figure 95).   

 

Figure 95: 2008 aerial photograph 
with outline of Lots 10 & 11, DP 
1020864 shown in red (lot 11 = 
northern allotment).139 

 

Site Inspection 

An inspection of the area where the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade are to 
occur in the vicinity of this potential feature was conducted by Chris Lewczak 
(archaeologist, Cosmos Archaeology) on 15th September 2009.   However, direct 
access to the property was not allowed at this time and general observations were 
made from the street. 

The property contains a single storey weatherboard house with a corrugated iron 
gabled roof.  The building is orientated fronting towards Camden Valley Way, with a 
veranda-come-carport added to the front, and an entrance that appears to come into 
the building from Denham Court Road (Figure 96).  At the rear of the building another 
extension has been added with a skillion roof.  The building is located on a slight slope 
with the northern end of the building resting on brick piers and the southern side of the 
building built into the slope or on very low piers. A corrugated iron shed is located in 
front and to the north of this building (Figure 96). 

In front of this building (northern side), the allotment on the corner of Camden Valley 
Way and Denham Court Road is vacant with the exception of a few mature trees 

                                                 
137 LTO Plan 99341 – DP 1020864 
138 LTO Vol. 4850 Fol. 178 
139 NSW Department of Lands Sydney-Newcastle Aerial Photographs – Ausimage SKM 2008 – accessed 
by SIX viewer. 
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(Figure 97).  The current building on the site appears in the general location of the 
building present in the 1947 aerial photograph, however the orientation of the 1947 
building cannot be determined.  It is likely the building that appears in the 1947 aerial is 
the same as the current building that appears on the property before the addition to the 
back was made.   

 
Figure 96: View of the house and property located on the southeast corner of Camden 
Valley Way and Denham Court Road. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: East) 

 

 
Figure 97: Property located in front (Camden Valley Way) of the 1310 Camden Valley 
Way. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: Northeast) 
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Proposed Upgrade Design 

The concept design for the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will redesign the 
intersection of Denham Court Road and shift the intersection to the southwest to meet 
with the intersection with Ingleburn Road (Figure 98).  The two additional lanes that will 
be added to Camden Valley Way will be placed on the southern side of the current 
road alignment.  As a result the two lanes would be constructed within front property of 
1310 Camden Valley Way.  This will also include the shared pathway and associated 
landscaping. 

 

 
Figure 98: Proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade in the vicinity of No. 1310.  Building 
located on the property of 1310 Camden Valley Way is circled in red. 

 

Significance Assessment 

Criterion a)   An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

 

The allotment at 1310 Camden Valley Way was originally part of a 200 acre crown 
grant to Simeon Lord on the 1st of January, 1810 which was one of 3 grants forming 
what has been referred to as the Minto grant.  As Lord held at the time a number of 
other large grants it is not known how, if at all, he used the Minto grant.  In around 
1812, Captain Richard Brooks purchased Lord’s Minto grant.  In consolidating other 
surrounding purchases, Brooks formed a large estate known as Denham Court. 
Throughout the course of the 19th

 century, the property was utilised for cultivation 
purposes. 

In the 1860s, the sub-division of Brooks’ estate commenced.  The land on which 1310 
Camden Valley Way is situated was sub-divided in 1880 and the resulting property was 
most probably used for pasture.  In 1937, the property was sub-divided and the current 
allotments were formed in 1962, with Lot 11 being marked for road purposes with 
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restrictions on its use placed on the owner.  The NSW Department of Urban Affairs & 
Planning later resumed this Lot in 1999-2000.  From the available evidence, it would 
appear that these allotments were used for low intensity farming. 

Though originally forming part of Denham Court, the activities that took place on this 
allotment do not appear to have extended beyond grazing and/or low intensity farming.  
The original boundaries and workings of original grant have been removed through 
repeated subdivision. The later history of the allotment is of limited significance. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1310 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion b)   An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’ cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

1310 Camden Valley Way is associated with Simeon Lord (1771-1840), who arrived in 
the Sydney colony in 1791 as a convict. He was quickly emancipated and became a 
successful entrepreneur, merchant, ship-owner and manufacturer.  Captain Richard 
Brooks (ca. 1765-1833), who subsequently purchased the property, was a mariner, 
merchant and eventually a prominent landowner in NSW. 

Though originally forming part of the Lord’s Minto grant, then the Denham Court 
property, the activities that took place on this particular allotment do not appear to have 
extended beyond grazing and therefore do not have a strong or special association 
with Lord or Brooks or other persons or group of people important to NSW. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1310 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion c)   An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and / 
or a high degree of creative or technical achievement In NSW (or 
the local area); 

The property at 1310 Camden Valley Way does not have or display any aesthetic, 
creative or technical merits. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1310 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion d)   An item has strong or special associations with a particular 
community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons; 

Research into the property at 1310 Camden Valley Way did not reveal any special 
association with a particular community or cultural group in New South Wales. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1310 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  
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Criterion e)   An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area); 

Limited heritage and archaeological remains are considered to remain on the property 
at 1310 Camden Valley Way. The property was subdivided from grazing land 
associated with early land grant.  Archaeological remains are likely to be confined to 
fence lines that have likely been replaced and/or relocated due to historic subdivision 
activities and from realignments of Cow Pasture Road, Hume Highway and Camden 
Valley Way.  Those remains would be limited to post holes of internal, and possibly 
external, boundary lines.  If present these remains would contribute very little to a 
greater understanding of the original property or of the surrounding area. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1310 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion f)   An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the 
local area); 

1310 Camden Valley Way is unlikely to possess an uncommon, rare or endanger 
aspect of NSW’s or the local areas cultural history.   

 By the standards of this criterion 1310 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion g)  An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics 
of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural and natural 
environments. 

The property at 1310 Camden Valley Way has limited capacity to demonstrate the 
principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1310 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Statement of cultural significance  
1310 Camden Valley Way was originally part of a larger pastoral property first granted 
to Simeon Lord in 1810. Subdivision commenced in the 1860s and continued into the 
20th century, which dissolved the original boundary of the Crown grant. Though once 
part of Denham Court, there is limited association between Denham Court and the 
current property. Potential archaeological remains that may be present on 1310 
Camden Valley Way are likely to be confined to remains of internal fence lines and 
other associated pastoral workings that would have no clear association with Lord’s 
and Courts grants and therefore be of limited significance. The cultural heritage of 1310 
Camden Valley Way considered being of local significance through its historical 
associations with early land grants.  
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Statement of Heritage Impact 

The design of the upgrade will not impact on the building present on 1310 Camden 
Valley Way.  The vacant land in front of the property with the building was acquired by 
the council in 1962 for preparation of road widening works.  The historical research and 
field survey did not identify any archaeological remains or other features that may have 
been associated with the building identified in the 1947 aerial photograph.  There will 
be no direct impact to the property or house at 1310 Camden Valley Way as described 
in the concept design that no further work will be required. 

Remains of former fence lines bounding Camden Valley Way, especially those in the 
front allotment of 1310 Camden Valley Way, are likely representative of boundaries of 
Crown grants made in the early 19th century.   Subdivisions of the original grants into 
the current day allotments have dissolved these former boundaries and are almost 
unrecognisable today.  Remains of previous fence lines, both standing and 
archaeological, are considered to be of limited significance. 

 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

There are no aspects of the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way that will respect 
or enhance the heritage significance of 1310 Camden Valley Way.    

 

 What aspects of the Proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

The inclusion of the two additional southbound lanes to the southern side of the current 
alignment of Camden Valley Way will have an impact on the property boundary which 
broadly reflects the location and alignment to the first Crown grant.  Whist this is the 
case, it is considered that this will have a minimal impact to the heritage significance of 
this property. 

 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have not been considered during the course of this 
assessment as they were not considered necessary due to the assessed level of 
impact to the heritage significance to the property. 

 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The design of Camden Valley Way upgrade is not considered to have a positive or 
negative impact to any heritage significance of the property. 

 

 

Recommendations 

Recommendation 14: No further historical archaeological or heritage work required. 
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4.8 CA Site 13 – “Building” (Lots 1 & 2, DP 1085902 – 1492 Camden Valley 
Way, Catherine Field Minto Parish, Cumberland County) 

CA 13 represents a “building” identified by AHMS Pty Ltd (May 2008) on a 1947 aerial 
photograph – AHMS Site 024.  This site is located within 1492 Camden Valley Way 
(Lots 1 & 2, DP 1085902), on the south-eastern side of Camden Valley Way, 
immediately adjacent to the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal, at RTA Chainage 
1650 to 1750 (Figure 99).  This potential built heritage or archaeological site has not 
previously been identified and is not listed on any heritage registers. 

 
Figure 99: Location of CA 13. 

The land now contained within Lots 1 & 2 DP 1085902, incorporating CA 13, was 
originally part of a 410 acre crown grant (Portion 8, Minto Parish) to John Drummond 
on the 20th of June, 1816. 

Drummond's specific use of the property is not known, however, records show was 
granted a convict clearing party and had a stock of Government Cattle residing at 
Liverpool.  It is likely that the grant was used solely for pastoral purposes.  
Documentary evidence relating to the property does not appear until close to the turn of 
the century when Joseph Edmondson take ownership of Drummond 's original grant 
and adjacent properties.  Edmondson built a residence on the portion of land adjoining 
Drummond's original grant, and uses the remainder of his land for cultivation and 
pasture(see section 3.2.1.4). 

The property was divided into three allotments, one each for Edmonson's three sons: 
Joseph William Edmondson, Alexander Keith Edmondson and John Gordon 
Edmondson (Figure 100). 140  CA 13 falls within that portion transferred to John Gordon 
Edmondson, ca. 192 acres constituting the western section of the property – an area 
which does not appear to have contained any structures.  

                                                 
140 LTO Vol. 1823 Fol. 74 
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Figure 100: Plan of subdivision of Edmondson property into three portions, dating to 
1918.141 

 

John Gordon Edmondson was a member of the Australian Imperial Forces (formerly a 
clerk from Ashfield), and in 1918 he was “on Active Service Abroad” (Figure 101).142  It 
is not known if John Gordon Edmondson ever personally made use of his 192 acres, 
however, ten years later, his portion was transferred to Joseph William Edmondson of 
Liverpool, farmer – who was at that time residing in “Forest Home.”  It appears that 
Joseph William Edmonson utilised this portion of the estate for farming purposes only. 

 

 

Figure 101: John Gordon Edmondson’s portion as transferred in 1918. 143 

                                                 
141 LTO FP 959792 
142 LTO Vol. 2862 Fol. 71 
143 Ibid 
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In 1936, a strip of land running NE-SW through the 192 acre property was resumed for 
road purposes – marked as a pink line on Figure 101 above.  The purpose of this road 
was to straighten the alignment of then Hume Highway through to Bringelly Road, 
deviating away from the previous alignment of Cowpasture Road and the Great 
Southern Road.  This section of new road becomes the Hume Highway and later 
becomes Camden Valley Way. 144  Two years later, the 192 acre property was 
subdivided into four lots, with three small allotments formed between the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply Canal and the southern boundary of the property.145 CA 13 falls 
within the smallest of the three; Lot A, which does not appear to have contained any 
structures at the time of subdivision (Figure 102).  Shortly thereafter, Lot A – measuring 
ca. 2 acres – was sold to Charles Vincent Nicholas Hughes, a retired man from 
Homebush (Figure 103). 146 

 

 
Figure 102: Plan of subdivision of Edmondson’s 192 acres dating to 1938. 147 

                                                 
144 LTO Vol. 2862 Fol. 71 
145 LTO Plan C639777 
146 LTO Vol. 4967 Fol. 60 
147 Ibid 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   149

 

Figure 103: Lot A, as sold to Hughes in 1938. 148 

Details regarding Hughes’ use of the property are unknown and he did not hold on to it 
for long; in 1944, Lot A was sold to Arthur Glen Hay, a telephone mechanic from 
Leppington. 149  

An aerial photograph dating to 1947 appears to show a structure existing within Lot A 
during this period, fronting Camden Valley Way.  Remnant vegetation or tree plantings 
appear to occur in the southern portion of the lot and adjacent to the structure – refer to 
Figure 104.   

   

 
 

 

Figure 104: 1947 aerial 
photograph showing Lots 1 & 2, 
DP 1085902.150  

 

 

Throughout the mid – late 20th century, Lot A changed hands numerous times.  In 
1948, the property was transferred to Ellen Newman of Leppington, widow; the 
following year it was transferred back to Arthur Glen Hay and then to Herbert Henry 
Hillier, a labourer from Camleyvale and Bertha Ann Hiller his wife, as joint tenants.  In 
1950, Herbert Henry Hillier became the sole proprietor and four years later he 

                                                 
148 Ibid 
149 Ibid 
150 NSW Department of Lands – Landsphoto Camden Runs 22 & 23 January 1947 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   150

transferred the property to Grace Madeline Tonkin, widow and Vesta Margaret Kew, 
femme sole (single woman), both of Pitt Town. 151 

In 1961, a section of Lot A fronting Camden Valley Way – that marked with black 
hatching on the plan in Figure X above – was gazetted with restrictions on owner for 
public road purposes and resumed in 1971 by the Council of the City of Liverpool. 152  
The possible building observed on the 1947 aerial appears to have been situated within 
this area of resumption and was most likely demolished sometime between gazetting 
and resumption.  Late 20th century aerial photographs indicate that the building no 
longer exists. 

In 1968, the property was sold to Maurice Andrea Le Goff, compositor and Inez Amelia 
Kelly, kennel proprietor.  Le Goff and Kelly maintained the property for twenty years 
and it appears that a new structure / residence was constructed further towards the 
centre of the lot.   

In 1988, the property was it was transmitted to Lee Talamini, subsequently transferred 
to Nikola Obrovac and Nada Obrovac that same year; eleven years later, sold again to 
Jubban Pakar and Naseem Pakar as joint tenants. 153  

A residence now exists towards the centre of the lot, however, local knowledge 
suggests that this is a relatively new construction and that the “original” residence in 
this location (most likely ca. 1960s-early 1970s) burnt down.154 

 

Figure 105:  2008 aerial 
photograph with outline of 
Lots 1 & 2, DP 1085902 
shown in red (Lot 1 is the 
smaller of the two).155 

 

Site Inspection 

A site inspection of this property was not possible at the time of the survey and the 
inspection was conducted from the fence.  A raised bitumen driveway leads to the 
current property boundary that is set back from the current edge of Camden Valley 
Way.  The fence for this property denotes the extent of the land that was resumed by 

                                                 
151 LTO Vol. 4967 Fol. 60 
152 Ibid 
153 LTO Vol. 10781 Fol. 149 
154 AHMS Pty Ltd (May 2008) 
155 NSW Department of Lands Sydney-Newcastle Aerial Photographs – Ausimage SKM 2008 – accessed 
by SIX viewer. 
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Liverpool Council in 1971 and was once the frontage to the original property boundary.  
The area between the Camden Valley Way and fence has been levelled and was 
covered with grass at the time of the survey.  Utilities have been buried within this 
section of the former property (Figure 106). 

A new single storey weatherboard building had been recently constructed near the 
centre of the property.  A corrugated iron shed is present on the rear boundary of the 
property behind the shed; with an asphalt car parking area located in the north eastern 
corner of the property.  The remainder of the allotment is grassed (Figure 107 & Figure 
108).  The anomaly identified in the 1947 aerial photograph was located along the 
south-western boundary of the property.  The general areas where the potential feature 
was identified have been levelled and grassed as part of the greater landscaping 
associated with the construction of the new building, and as such, no archaeological 
remains could be seen.   

 

 
 

Figure 106: Area in front of the property at No.1492 Camden Valley Way between the 
road and the front property fence. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: 
Northeast) 

 

Proposed Upgrade Design 

The additional two lanes that will be added as part of the Camden Valley Way upgrade 
will be built immediately in front of the current property.  This includes both new south 
bound lanes, shared user pathway and associated batter and landscaping (Figure 
109).  None of the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will occur beyond the 
current boundary of the property.  
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Figure 107: New building constructed at 1492 Camden Valley Way. (Photograph 
Cosmos Archaeology). (View: South) 

 

 
Figure 108: Shed located behind the new building at 1492 Camden Valley Way. 
(Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: South) 
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Figure 109: Proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade in the vicinity of No. 1492. 
 
 
Significance Assessment 

Criterion a)   An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

The allotment at 1492 Camden Valley Way was originally part of a 410 acre crown 
grant (Portion 8, Minto Parish) to John Drummond on the 20th June, 1816.  It does not 
appear that the property was developed to any great degree apart from some early 
clearing and cattle grazing.  In 1907, the property was incorporated into a larger 
property owned by Joseph Edmondson, which was referred to as the ‘Forest Home’.  
The first sub-division of the property in 1918 saw the present allotment form part of a 
192 acre property and in the years after it was given over to farming.   

The land which 1492 Camden Valley Way formed part of was sub-divided in 1936 
forming the present allotment.  A section of the allotment was resumed in 1971 for 
public road purposes.  The allotment changed ownership numerous times for the rest 
of the remainder of the 20th century and seems to have been used primarily for 
residential purposes and possibly as a kennel for a short period of time. 

Though originally forming part of large early land grant to John Drummond, and later 
the Edmonson families the activities that took place on this allotment do not appear to 
have extended beyond grazing and farming.  The original boundaries and workings of 
original grant have been removed through repeated subdivision.  The later history of 
the allotment is of limited significance. 

 

 By the standards of this criterion 1492 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  
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Criterion b)   An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’ cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

1492 Camden Valley Way is associated with John Drummond who first arrived in the 
Sydney colony as a non-Commissioned Officer on the "Sirius" in 1788; he later served 
as beachmaster and pilot at Norfolk Island from 1796-1812, finally settling in the 
Liverpool district in NSW in the 1810s. Joseph Edmondson, a hotel proprietor from 
Campbelltown 

Though originally forming part of the Drummond’s grant and later the Edmondson’s 
family estate of Forest Home, the activities that took place on this particular allotment 
do not appear to have extended beyond grazing or farming and therefore does not 
have a strong or special association with Drummond, the Edmondsons or other 
persons or group of people important to NSW. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1492 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion c)   An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and / 
or a high degree of creative or technical achievement In NSW (or 
the local area); 

The property at 1492 Camden Valley Way does not have or display any aesthetic, 
creative or technical merits. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1492 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion d)   An item has strong or special associations with a particular 
community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons; 

Research into the property at 1492 Camden Valley Way did not reveal any special 
association with a particular community or cultural group in New South Wales. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1492 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion e)   An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area); 

Limited heritage and archaeological remains are considered to remain on the property 
at 1492 Camden Valley Way. The property was subdivided from grazing land 
associated with early land grant.  Archaeological remains are likely to be confined to 
fence lines that have likely been replaced and/or relocated due to historic subdivision 
activities and from realignments of Cow Pasture Road, Hume Highway and Camden 
Valley Way.  Those remains would be limited to post holes of internal, and possibly 
external, boundary lines.  If present these remains would contribute very little to a 
greater understanding of the original property or of the surrounding area. 
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 By the standards of this criterion 1492 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion f)   An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the 
local area); 

1492 Camden Valley Way is unlikely to possess an uncommon, rare or endanger 
aspect of NSW’s or the local areas cultural history.   

 By the standards of this criterion 1492 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion g)  An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics 
of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural and natural 
environments. 

The property at 1492 Camden Valley Way has limited capacity to demonstrate the 
principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1492 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

  

Statement of cultural significance  
1492 Camden Valley Way was originally part of a larger pastoral property first granted 
to John Drummond in 1816. Subdivision commenced in 1918 and subsequent sub-
divisions and resumptions dissolved the original boundary of the Crown grant.  Though 
once part of Drummond’s grant, there is limited association between original grant and 
the current property. Potential archaeological remains that may be present on 1492 
Camden Valley Way are likely to be confined to remains of internal fence lines and 
other associated pastoral workings that they are considered to be of limited 
significance. The cultural heritage of 1492 Camden Valley Way is considered to be of 
local significance through its historical associations with early land grants and ‘Forest 
Home’. 

  

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The proposed impacts from the Camden Valley Way Upgrade will occur in front of the 
current boundary of 1492 Camden Valley Way.  This property was created after land 
was acquired for the realignment of the Hume Highway in 1936 and built two years 
later. Before then the property was located near the western boundary of Drummond's 
original grant that that was used for grazing.  The possible building identified in the PEI 
report was located against the south-western boundary of the property.  The area in 
front of the property and the current alignment of Camden Valley Way that was 
resumed by council in the 1970s has been disturbed, likely due to a combination from 
the placement of the utilities in this area, the construction of the raised driveway 
cumulative impacts from previous upgrade stages associated with Camden Valley 
Way. 
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Any archaeological remains that are present within this area of the study area are likely 
to be limited to former fence posts and possible earlier driveways; archaeological 
remains that are considered not to be of archaeological significance as they have 
limited potential to yield information relating to the history of the property. 

 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

There are no aspects of the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way that will respect 
or enhance the heritage significance associated 1492 Camden Valley Way.    

 

 What aspects of the Proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

The upgrade of Camden Valley Way is not considered to have a detrimental effect to 
any heritage items situated on the roadside frontage of 1492 Camden Valley Way.  
Former boundary lines in this area will relate to the time of the 1936 acquisition and 
1938 construction of the current alignment of road only. 

 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have not been considered during the course of this 
assessment as they were not considered necessary due to the assessed level of 
impact to the heritage significance to the property. 

 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The design of Camden Valley Way upgrade is not considered to have a positive or 
negative impact to any heritage significance to the property. 

 

 

Recommendations 
Recommendation 15: No further historical archaeological or heritage work required. 
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4.9 CA 15 Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal System 

Site CA 15 is heritage listed site on the Sydney Water Section 170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register as the "Upper Nepean Water Canal System". The section of the 
Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal System contained within the project study area is 
located at RTA chainage 1560 to 1600  and was identified in the PEI as AHMS Site 
014 (canal system) and 027 (Bridge over Canal) (Figure 111).   

The Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal is listed on the State Heritage Register, on the 
Liverpool LEP and the Sydney Water Section 170 Heritage and Conservation Register.  
The bridge over the canal system is not part of the listing SHR listing, but has been 
identified as a locally significant element within the canal's heritage listing. 

There have been a number of histories that have already been compiled on the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply Canal that this assessment will draw upon for this section of the 
report.  This historical overview is a summary taken from the Conservation 
Management Plan for the Upper Canal, Pheasants Nest to Prospect Reservoir, NSW 
Volume 1 prepared by Edward Higginbotham and Associates Pty Ltd in August 2002. 

 

 
Figure 111: Location of CA 15. Current road bridge highlighted in green. 

 

The Upper Canal system is Sydney's fourth water source and was constructed 
between 1880 and 1888 following the recommendation of a Commission of Inquiry in 
1867.  The Commission of Inquiry set out to determine an alternative supply of water 
for the Sydney as the population began to expand at a rapid rate;156 and by 1869 it was 
recommended that construction commence on the Upper Nepean Scheme. 

                                                 

156 Graham Brooks and Associates, Sydney Water Section 170 Heritage and Conservation 
Register: Inventory Form for the Upper Canal (Ref. 18074.4000). 
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The canal's construction was overseen by the Harbours and Rivers Branch of the 
Department of Public Works, which was headed by Edward Orpen Moriarty and who 
the design of the scheme is attributed to.  Prior to the construction of the Nepean Canal 
scheme, Moriarty also controlled the building of the water supply schemes for 
Wollongong, Bathurst, Wagga Wagga, Albury and Hunter Valley towns.157  The 
construction of the Nepean Canal system was tendered out for private construction. 

The Canal transports water by gravity from the catchments in the Southern Highlands, 
through a 64.5 km long channel.  From Pheasant's Nest Weir on the Nepean River, the 
canal proceeds by the tunnel to the Cataract River at Broughton's Pass.   A weir across 
the Cataract River diverts the flow of the river into the Cataract Tunnel.  From 
Broughton's Pass, the Upper Canal delivers water by gravity through the open canal 
and tunnel to Prospect Reservoir, with a number of subsidiary off takes such as the 
storage dams at Liverpool and Ingleburn, used to supply the townships along its route, 
including Camden and Campbelltown.  From Prospect Reservoir, the water is 
distributed to the Sydney water supply network.  

The Upper Canal was built using a variety of materials with section profiles depending 
upon the type of topography and soils it passes through. Where the soil types are soft, 
the canal was built in a V-shape and the sides were pitched with shale or sandstone 
slabs.  In other sections, the construction technique was U-shaped and the sides of the 
walls were lined with masonry sandstone, or if cut into solid road, the canal was left 
unlined.  Where hills or steep inclines were experienced, a series of tunnels were dug 
through to maintain the flow and course of the canal system.  These were largely left 
unlined, however, brick and sandstone was also used to line the tunnels.  Where the 
route had to traverse creeks or large depressions, the water was carried across in 
wrought iron inverted syphons resting on stone piers.158 

To protect the water from being polluted by stormwater runoff, a series of flumes were 
constructed to transport runoff across the canal.  These were originally constructed 
from timber, but were progressively replaced by wrought iron and more recently 
concrete. 

To supply towns along the route, such as Camden, Campbelltown, Ingleburn and 
Liverpool, off takes were built at suitable points along the canal where stop logs were 
used to divert the water.  Stop boards also allowed the closing of sections of the canal 
for cleaning and repair works.  At the Liverpool Offtake, a small storage dam was built 
in the 1890s for use when the canal was emptied for cleaning and/or repairs. 

By the 1890s, a gradual process of adding roadways along the canal had commenced.  
The access road was gated at location such as bridges, road crossings and 
maintenance cottages, however, the large creeks were not bridged until 1935-6.  
Bridges carried major roads over the canal and occupation bridges allowed property 
owners with land cut by the canal access between the two parts of their holdings.159   

                                                 
157 Alan Powell, 'Moriarty, Edward Orpen (1825 - 1896)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, 
Volume 5, Melbourne University Press, 1974, pp 290-291 
158 Edward Higginbotham, August 2002,  Conservation management plan for the upper canal: 
Pheasant's Next to Prospect Reservoir NSW (Vols. 1-3).  Report prepared for the Sydney 
Catchment Authority. 
159 ibid 
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By 1898 a telephone line was in operation along the whole length of the canal.  The 
line was an integral element in controlling the scheme.  Maintenance men were 
positioned along the canal, and the care of the canal was the responsibility of the 
inspector and the maintenance men.  They were housed along the canal in cottages 
owned and maintained by the Water Board.  Initially the men walked or used horses to 
patrol the length of the canal assigned to them.160 

The sides of the canal were regularly cleaned and by the 1900s some lengths were 
patched and relined.  The canal continued to be one of the main arteries of the scheme 
but upgrading became necessary.  Work on the canal system consisted of improving 
flow by replacing rough areas with concrete.161 

The 1901 - 2 droughts almost brought Sydney into a water famine.  Another inquiry 
was established and the canal was extended by providing 4 dams (Cataract 1907, 
Cordeaux 1926, Avon 1927 and Nepean 1935) in the water catchment area to feed the 
canal.  The canal is still in operation today, supplying approximately 600 ML of water 
per day to Sydney.162 

 

Significance Assessment 

A Statement of Significance has previously been prepared by Higginbotham in 2002.  
Below is a summary of the significance assessment.163 

The Upper Canal is significant as a major component of the Upper Nepean 
Scheme. As an element of this Scheme, the Canal has functioned as part 
of Sydney's main water supply system for over 120 years. Apart from 
maintenance and other improvements, the Upper Canal has changed little.  

As part of this System, the Canal is associated with Edward Moriarty, Head 
of the Harbours and Rivers Branch of the NSW Public Works Department.  

The Canal is aesthetically significant, running in a serpentine route through 
a rural bushland setting as an impressive landscape element with 
sandstone and concrete-lined edges;  

The Canal is significant as it demonstrates the techniques of canal building, 
and evidence of engineering practice. The Canal as a whole is an excellent 
example of 19th century hydraulic engineering, including the use of gravity 
to feed water along the canal.  
(BCubed Sustainability, 2/2006).  

The Upper Nepean Scheme as a whole system is significant because:  

In its scope and execution, it is a unique and excellent example of the 
ingenuity of late 19th century hydraulic engineering in Australia, in particular 
for its design as a gravity-fed water supply system.  

                                                 
160 ibid 
161 ibid 
162 Alan Powell op sit 
163 State Heritage Register Upper Canal System (Prospect Reservoir) Inventory Sheet 
(5051481) (http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_01_2.cfm?itemid=5051481)  
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It has functioned as a unique part of the main water supply system for 
Sydney for over 100 years, and has changed little in its basic principles 
since the day it was completed.  

It represented the major engineering advance from depending on local 
water sources to harvesting water in upland catchment areas, storing it in 
major dams and transporting it the city by means of major canals and 
pipelines.  

It provides detailed and varied evidence of the engineering construction 
techniques prior to the revolution inspired by reinforced concrete 
construction, of the evolution of these techniques (such as the replacement 
of timber flumes with wrought iron and then concrete flumes), and of the 
early use of concrete for many engineering purposes in the system. 

 The scheme possesses many elements of infrastructure which are of world 
and national renown in technological and engineering terms.  

Many of the structural elements are unique to the Upper Nepean Scheme.  

 

Heritage Conservation Policies 

Higginbotham (2002) wrote management and conservation strategies that have been 
endorsed by the NSW Heritage Council and are to be used when impacts to the canal 
system, both direct and indirect, are proposed.  The following is an outline of the 
heritage conservation policies that relate to the Upper Canal in relation to individual 
components of the canal system as well as to the canal system as a whole.  
Recommendations that were made in the report include grouping repeating items (such 
as flumes and overbridges) according to their significance level.164 

For multiple or repeating items: 165 

1. A section of examples should be conserved.  They should be recorded 
prior to disturbance (this recommendation applies to items of local and 
regional Significance) 

2. A selection of examples should be conserved and a conservation plan 
should be prepared prior to disturbance (applies to items of State 
Significance). 

 

Single Items or Groups of Items:166 

1.  This item or group should be recorded prior to disturbance (items of 
Local significance.) 

2. This item or group of items should be conserved.  A conservation plan 
should be prepared prior to disturbance (State Significance) 

3. Conservation is the preferred option for this item or group of items.  They 
should be fully recorded prior to disturbance. 

                                                 
164 Higginbotham August 2002:11 
165 Ibid 
166 Ibid:12 



Camden Valley Way Upgrade –Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture Road – SoHI  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd   162

Preferred Conservation Strategies167 

The preferred conservation strategy is one that involves maintaining as 
much of the physical fabric as possible, in situ, as part of a public open 
space corridor.   Maintaining the continuity of the corridor is considered 
essential, even if some individual items are lost or cannot be maintained.  

 

Identified Heritage Items within the Canal 

An inventory of heritage items was identified and recorded in the heritage study of the 
Upper Canal System.  Camden Valley Way (formally Hume Highway) crosses the 
canal within Section 8 of the Upper Canal System as defined by Higginbotham.  
Section 8 consists of 25 storm water flumes across the open canal sections, 7 
overbridges, 4 culverts and 2 weirs.  The overbridges on Camden Valley Way were 
recorded as part of the water canal system (item 17 in Section 8).  Immediately to the 
south of Camden Valley Way along the water canal is a recorded flume (item 16 in 
Section 8), as well as another flume to the north of the overbridge (Item 18 in Section 
8).  The overbridge and flume 17 have been assessed as being of local significance, 
and are items that should be recorded prior to being disturbed, while flume 18 has 
been awarded State significance and should be retained.168  

 

Site Inspection 

A brief site inspection was conducted of the Upper Nepean Canal System either side of 
the Camden Valley Way overbridge.  At the time of the survey repair and maintenance 
works were being undertaken on the bridge to repair seepage through the bridge. 

The bridge consists of an original bridge that has been widened on each site using 
add-on steel girders and concrete deck.  The span of the bridge is 15.85 m long and 
9.62 m wide. The original bridge consists of reinforced frame and cross-beams and a 
concrete deck.  The additional twin girders are clamped to the columns of each frame 
and provide support to the beams via steel stools.  The widening part is concrete deck 
on steel girders.  The deck has been overlain with asphalt.  To control spillage into the 
Canal, a roof slab consisting of precast floor planks has been installed on both 
upstream and downstream sides. The underneath of the bridge has been vandalised.  
An inspection under the bridge was not possible at the time of the survey (Figure 112 & 
Figure 113). 

Approximately 35 m to the south is Flume 16 that was constructed out of iron and is 
supported on an iron girder (Figure 114).  Approximately 80 m to the north of the 
overbridge is the State significant flume, constructed out of concrete (Figure 115). 

The canal in this section is of U-shape configuration and has been lined with sandstone 
masonry blocks with visible sections of concrete patch and repair work.  The remainder 
of the easement associated with the water canal in this section has been grassed and 
no other above ground structures are present. 

 

                                                 
167 Ibid:13 
168 ibid: Heritage Inventory sheets 
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Figure 112: Road bridge across the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal. (Photograph 
Cosmos Archaeology) (View: South) 

 

 
Figure 113: Current road bridge across the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal. 
(Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: Northwest) 
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Figure 114: Flume 16 located 35 m to the south of the road bridge across the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply Canal. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: South) 

 

 

 
Figure 115: Flume 18 located 80 m to the north of the road bridge across the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply Canal. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: North) 
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Proposed Development 

The upgrade to Camden Valley Way includes the addition of two new lanes, converting 
the road into a dual carriage road in both directions.  The additional lanes will be added 
to the south-eastern side of the current road alignment with the two current lanes of 
traffic to be incorporated into the new design as the two northbound lanes.  As a result 
of these works, the bridge across the canal will be replaced with a wider bridge (Figure 
116).  Designs of the bridge have not been developed as yet, however, the design will 
be catered to fly over the water canal and not require piling or other foundations near 
the water canal structure. 

The width of the additional two lanes is approximately 30 m to the south of the current 
bridge.  The construction of the new wider bridge will extend up to the storm water 
flume located to the south of the current bridge, however, it will not have a direct impact 
on the flume itself (Figure 116).   

 
Figure 116: Proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade  and new bridge across the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply Canal. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). 

 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The upgrade of Camden Valley Way will require the replacement of the current 
overbridge across the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal.   The new bridge will be 
wider to include the two additional lanes that will be added to the southern side of the 
current alignment of Camden Valley Way.  The overbridge has been recognised as 
being of local significance in the heritage study and conservation plan prepared by 
Higginbotham in 2002, and as outlined in the report, would require recording the item 
prior to its removal.   

The new bridge will not have a direct impact to the canal structure itself.  The design of 
the new bridge will "fly over" the canal and will not require foundations within, or 
immediately adjacent to the canal structure itself.    The flume 16, located to the south 
of the current bridge, will not be impacted by the new width of the bridge that will 
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include two additional southbound lanes separated from the two northbound lanes that 
will remain on the current alignment of the Camden Valley Way.  Identified flume 18, 
located to the north of the current overbridge that has been identified as being State 
Significant, will also not be impacted. 

 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

The upgrade of Camden Valley Way will not impact on the heritage significance or 
fabric associated with the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal.  Only the current bridge 
will be impacted, which has been previously identified as an item of local significance 
that can be removed/replaced.    
 

 What aspects of the Proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

No aspect of the proposed upgrade will have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal.  All construction activities will 
occur outside of the land associated with the canal. The new road bridge crossing will 
not have a detrimental direct or indirect impact to the heritage significance of the canal 
system. 

 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have not been considered during the course of this 
assessment as they were not considered necessary due to the assessed level of 
impact to the heritage significance to the property. 

 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The road bridge has been designed not to impact on any heritage items or land 
associated with the canal.  As such, the design of the new road bridge is considered to 
be sympathetic to the heritage significance of the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal. 

 

Recommendations 

Recommendation 16 

An application for an Exemption to carry out the removal the proposed 
removal and replacement of the bridge must be made to the Heritage Council, 
Department of Planning, under S.57(3) of the Heritage Act, prior to the works 
commencing.   

 

Recommendation 17 

Notification must be made to the NSW Heritage Council regarding the removal 
of the individual item from the Sydney Water Section 170 Heritage and 
Conservation Listing of the Upper Nepean Water Supply  Canal.  This must be 
done in consultation with Sydney Water prior to the notification to the Heritage 
Council. 
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Recommendation 18 

As the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal is listed on the Liverpool LEP, 
notification of the proposed impact to the property is required to be made to 
Liverpool Council as designated in State Environmental Planning Policy 
(Infrastructure) (2007).  This is to provide written notice of the intention to carry 
out the road upgrade works to the Council outlining the impact to the Canal 
system. A copy of the heritage impact assessment, should be included in the 
notification. 

 

Recommendation 19 

An archival photographic recording of the Camden Valley Way road bridge 
over the Upper Nepean Canal should be undertaken before any works 
commence in the area.  The archival recording should conform to the standard 
as outlined in the “Photographic Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or 
Digital Capture” prepared by the Heritage Branch, Department of Planning. 

 

Recommendation 20 

A Heritage Management Plan should be prepared outlining significant 
elements of the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal and suitable work 
methods around each item, should be prepared prior to works commencing.  
These methods should also be included in the area specific construction plan 
documents. 
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4.10 CA 16a – part of “Series of Buildings” (Lot 1, DP 501499 – 1625 
Camden Valley Way  Minto Parish, Cumberland County) 

CA 16 includes a “series of buildings” identified by AHMS Pty Ltd (2008) on a 1947 
aerial photograph – these “buildings” cover three different allotments and will be dealt 
with separately in the following history overview; from west to east, these “buildings” 
are numbered CA 16a-c (corresponding to AHMS Sites 021 and 022 ).  The following is 
the assessment for site 16a.  This potential site has not previously been identified and 
is not listed on any heritage registers. 
 

The land now contained within Lot 1 DP 501499, incorporating CA 16a, is located on 
the north-western side of Camden Valley Way immediately adjacent to the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply Canal at RTA chainage 1240 to 1450 (Figure 117).  The 
property was originally part of a 410 acre crown grant (Portion 8, Minto Parish) to John 
Drummond on the 20th of June, 1816. 

 

 
Figure 117: Location of CA 16a. 

 

Drummond's specific use of the property is not known, however, records indicated a 
convict clearing party was sent to clear his property, and owned a stock of Government 
Cattle residing at Liverpool.  It is likely that the grant was used solely for pastoral 
purposes.  Documentary evidence relating to the property does not appear until close 
to the turn of the century when Joseph Edmondson take ownership of Drummond 's 
original grant and adjacent properties.  Edmondson built a residence on the portion of 
land adjoining Drummond's original grant, and uses the remainder of his land for 
cultivation and pasture(see section 3.2.1.4). 

The property was divided into three allotments, one each for Edmonson's three sons: 
Joseph William Edmondson, Alexander Keith Edmondson and John Gordon 
Edmondson (Figure 118). 169  CA 16a falls within that portion transferred to John Gordon 

                                                 
169 LTO Vol. 1823 Fol. 74 
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Edmondson, ca. 192 acres constituting the western section of the property – an area 
which does not appear to have contained any structures.  

 
Figure 118: Plan of subdivision of Edmondson property into three portions, dating to 
1918.170 
 John Gordon Edmondson was a member of the Australian Imperial Forces (formerly a 
clerk from Ashfield), and in 1918 he was “on Active Service Abroad.”171  It is not known 
if John Gordon Edmondson ever personally made use of his 192 acres, however, ten 
years later, his portion was transferred to Joseph William Edmondson of Liverpool, 
farmer – who was at that time residing in “Forest Home.”  It appears that Joseph 
William Edmonson utilised this portion of the estate for farming purposes only (Figure 
119). 

 
Figure 119: John Gordon Edmondson’s portion as transferred in 1918. 172 

In 1936, a strip of land running NE-SW through the 192 acre property was resumed for 
the construction of a public road – now known as Camden Valley Way (marked as a 
pink line on Figure 119 above). 173  Two years later, the 192 acre property was 
subdivided into four lots, with three small allotments formed between the Upper 

                                                 
170 LTO FP 959792 
171 LTO Vol. 2862 Fol. 71 
172 Ibid 
173 LTO Vol. 2862 Fol. 71 
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Nepean Water Supply Canal and the southern boundary of the property.174 CA 16a falls 
within the largest lot – to the NW of the water channel.  The three small lots were sold; 
however, the largest portion remained within the Edmondson family until 1941 when a 
second subdivision was surveyed (Figure 120 & Figure 121).  

This second subdivision incorporated the area within the Edmondson bounded by 
Camden Valley Way, the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal, Old Cowpastures Road 
and Bringelly Road.  Site CA 16a falls within Lot 16 (ca. 3 acres) in this subdivision.  
While no specific information has been obtained, it appears that no substantial 
structures or features existed on this land at the time of subdivision. 

Four years later, in 1945, Lot 16 was sold to Joseph Mark Surtees, a circulation 
manager from Rockdale (Figure 122). 175  

 

Details regarding Surtees’ use of the allotment are not known, however an aerial 
photograph dating to 1947 appears to show a possible structure or feature situated 
towards the rear / NW of the property.  The low resolution of this image, however, 
makes it very difficult to ascertain (Figure 123).   
 

 

 
Figure 120: Plan of subdivision of Edmondson’s 192 acres dating to 1938. 176 
 

                                                 
174 LTO Plan C639777 
175 LTO Vol. 5516 Fol 242 
176 Ibid 
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Figure 121: Plan of subdivision within Edmondson property, 1941.177  CA 16a falls 
within Lot 16 (enlargement below).  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 122: Lot 16 as sold to Surtees in 1945. 178 

 

                                                 
177 LTO Plan C984240  
178 LTO Vol. 5516 Fol 242 
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Figure 123:   1947 aerial photograph showing Lot 16 (now Lot 1, DP501499).179 

 

Surtees maintained ownership of Lot 16 for thirteen years until 1960 when it was 
transferred to Michael Stanley de Sare, a chartered accountant from Rowville and 
Kenneth Ryan de Sare, an electrical engineer from Kings Cross (Figure 124). 180 

Two years later, Lots 16, 17 and adjoining land were surveyed into a new subdivision; 
Lot 16 was essentially expanded, incorporating adjoining land to the NE and part of Lot 
17, thereby creating Lot 1, DP 501499 (the current DP number). 

 

Figure 124: 1962 plan of 
subdivision of Lots 16, 17 DP 
19406 & land adjoining.181 

 

Recent aerial photographs show that the property has not been substantially developed 
since the mid 20th century; containing a scattering of trees and one structure towards 
the northern boundary – the anomaly / “building” identified on the 1947 aerial does not 
appear to remain (Figure 125). 

                                                 
179 NSW Department of Lands – Landsphoto Camden Runs 22 & 23 January 1947 
180 LTO Vol. 5516 Fol 242 
181 LTO DP501499, CA 1962/47 
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Figure 125: 2008 
aerial photograph 
with outline of Lot 
1 DP 501499 
shown in red.182 

 

 

Site Inspection 

The property was surveyed on the 15th of September 2009 by Chris Lewczak, 
archaeologist with Cosmos Archaeology.  The anomaly identified by AHMS was 
located away from the alignment of the Hume Highway (Camden Valley Way). The 
proposed works have reduced the potential impact area to the immediate frontage of 
the property where this survey concentrated.  The road has been cut down in to the 
surrounding undulating topography in the vicinity of this property, creating a steep 
cutting above the road (Figure 126).  A single driveway has been cut though the 
embankment of Camden Valley Way and is the only entrance to this property, and 
appears in a similar position as the driveway present in the 1947 aerial photograph. 

A 3 m wide area between the road cutting and the front property boundary exists above 
the road.  This area is overgrown, however, remains of the former fence line are still 
present (Figure 127).  The topography continues to rise up towards the northwest 
corner of the property, while the topography slopes down and away towards the 
northeast centre of the property where a dam has been created, before rising again 
towards the north (Figure 128).  The area immediately inside the property boundary is 
also overgrown.  There was no  evidence of any previous driveways or levelled areas 
to suggest any other structures were previously in this area. 

 

                                                 

182 NSW Department of Lands Sydney-Newcastle Aerial Photographs – Ausimage SKM 2008 – accessed 
by SIX viewer. 
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Figure 126: General view of Camden Valley Way in the vicinity of No.1514. 
(Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: Northeast) 

 

 
Figure 127: The 3 m wide section of land situated between the top of the road cutting 
and the fence line.  (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: Northeast) 
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Figure 128: View of the property looking towards the dam situated near the centre of 
the property.  (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: North) 

 

Proposed Upgrade Design 

Upgrade works proposed for this area will include the widening of the cut for the  
current embankment of the road for the installation of a new retaining wall.  The 
alignment of Camden Valley Way will remain on the current alignment, with the two 
current lanes of traffic being incorporated to become the two northbound lanes, with the 
lanes being widened slightly for the new road (Figure 129).  The entire works will be 
undertaken in front of the current property boundary at 1625 and the current road. 

 
Figure 129: Proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade in the vicinity of No. 1625. 
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Significance assessment 

Criterion a)   An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

The allotment at 1625 Camden Valley Way was originally part of a 410 acre crown 
grant (Portion 8, Minto Parish) to John Drummond on the 20th June, 1816.  It does not 
appear that the property was developed to any great degree apart from some early 
clearing and cattle grazing.  In 1907 the property was incorporated into a larger 
property owned by Joseph Edmonsdon, which was referred to as the ‘Forest Home’.  
The first sub-division of the property in 1918 saw present allotment form part of a 192 
acre property and in the years after was given over to farming.   

The land which 1625 Camden Valley Way formed part of was sub-divided in 1936 and 
again in 1941.  In 1962 a final sub-division saw this allotment created. The allotment 
changed ownership a number of times during the 20th century and seems to have been 
used primarily for residential purposes and limited agricultural activities. 

Though originally forming part of large early land grant to John Drummond the activities 
that took place on this allotment do not appear to have extended beyond grazing and 
farming.  The original boundaries and workings of original grant have been removed 
through repeated subdivision. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1625 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion b)   An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’ cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

1625 Camden Valley Way is associated with John Drummond who first arrived in the 
Sydney colony as a non-Commissioned Officer on the "Sirius" in 1788; he later served 
as beachmaster and pilot at Norfolk Island from 1796-1812, finally settling in the 
Liverpool district in NSW in the 1810s. 

Though originally forming part of the Drummond’s grant the activities that took place on 
this particular allotment do not appear to have extended beyond grazing or farming and 
therefore do not have a strong or special association with Drummond or other persons 
or group of people important to NSW. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1625 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion c)   An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and / 
or a high degree of creative or technical achievement In NSW (or 
the local area); 

The property at 1625 Camden Valley Way does not have or display any aesthetic, 
creative or technical merits. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1625 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  
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Criterion d)   An item has strong or special associations with a particular 
community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons; 

Research into the property at 1625 Camden Valley Way did not reveal any special 
association with a particular community or cultural group in New South Wales. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1625 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion e)   An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area); 

Limited heritage and archaeological remains are considered to remain on the property 
at 1625 Camden Valley Way. The property was subdivided from grazing land 
associated with early land grant.  Archaeological remains are likely to be contained to 
fence lines that have likely been replaced and/or relocated due to historic subdivision 
activities and from realignments of Cow Pasture Road, Hume Highway and Camden 
Valley Way.  

The extant remains of a fence line in front of the current allotment boundary most likely 
relates to 1938 sub-division.  Though not likely to be the original fence remains, they 
may be closely aligned to the original boundary adjacent to Camden Valley Way.  
These remains contribute very little to a greater understanding of the original property 
or of the surrounding area. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1625 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion f)   An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the 
local area); 

1625 Camden Valley Way is unlikely to possess an uncommon, rare or endanger 
aspect of NSW’s or the local areas cultural history.   

 By the standards of this criterion 1625 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion g)  An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics 
of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural and natural 
environments. 

The property at 1625 Camden Valley Way has limited capacity to demonstrate the 
principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places. 

 By the standards of this criterion 1625 Camden Valley Way can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  
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Statement of cultural significance  
1625 Camden Valley Way was originally part of a larger pastoral property first granted 
to John Drummond in 1816.  Subdivision commenced in 1918 and subsequent sub-
divisions and resumptions dissolved the original boundary of the Crown grant.  Though 
once part of Drummond’s grant, there is limited association between original grant and 
the current property. Potential archaeological remains that may be present on 1625 
Camden Valley Way are likely to be confined to remains of internal fence lines and 
other associated pastoral workings.  Such remains as well the 20th century extant fence 
line fronting Camden Valley Way are considered to have limited significance. The 
cultural heritage of 1625 Camden Valley Way is considered to be of local significance 
through its historical associations with early land grants and ‘Forest Home’. 

 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The anomaly identified by AHMS is located approximately 40 m back from the current  
Camden Valley Way alignment and the proposed works will not impact in the vicinity of 
this area.  The proposed works would have the potential to impact on any associated 
heritage or archaeological items that were located within the 5 m area between the top 
of the cutting made for Camden Valley Way and the current boundary of the property.  
The historical research and the earliest aerial photograph for the area does not indicate 
that structures  were built against this frontage of Camden Valley Way.  Any 
archaeological remains that are present within this area of the study area is likely to be 
limited to the former fence posts and any possible earlier driveways; and are not 
considered not to be of heritage significance. 

 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

There are no aspects of the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way that will respect 
or enhance the heritage significance associated with heritage items at Lot 1 DP 501499 
at 1625 Camden Valley Way.    

 

 What aspects of the Proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

The upgrade of Camden Valley Way is not considered to have a detrimental effect to 
any heritage items situated along the roadside frontage of Lot 1 DP 501499 at 1625 
Camden Valley Way.  Remains of a former boundary fence are present between the 
current property fence and Camden Valley Way; however this fence is likely to relate to 
the 1936 acquisition and 1938 construction of the current alignment of road only, and is 
considered to be of minimal significance. 

 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have been considered during the course of this assessment in 
the vicinity of 1625 Camden Valley Way.  The current design of the upgrade works is 
considered as the most sympathetic option to reduce the impact of the proposed 
upgrade of the Camden Valley Way to the heritage item and the property. 
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 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The inclusion of a retaining wall along the roadside frontage of the allotment has 
ensured that there will be minimal impact to the property, or the remains of a former 
fence line situated between the current property fence line and Camden Valley Way. 

 

  

Recommendations 

Recommendation 21: No further historical archaeological or heritage work required.  
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4.11 CA 16b – part of “Series of Buildings” (Lot 14 and 15, DP 501499 – 
Minto Parish, Cumberland County) 

 

CA 16 includes a “series of buildings” identified by AHMS Pty Ltd (2008) on a 1947 
aerial photograph – these “buildings” cover three different allotments and will be dealt 
with separately in the following history overview; from west to east, these “buildings” 
are numbered CA 16a-c (corresponding to AHMS Sites 021, 022 and “No name.”). The 
following is the assessment for site 16b. 

The land now contained within Lots 14 and 15 DP 501499, incorporating CA 16b, is 
located on the north-western side of Camden Valley Way immediately adjacent to the 
Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal at RTA chainage 1140 to 1240 (Figure 130).  This 
property was originally part of a 410 acre crown grant (Portion 8, Minto Parish) to John 
Drummond on the 20th of June, 1816. This potential archaeological site has not 
previously been identified and is not listed on any heritage registers. 

 

 
Figure 130: Location of CA 16b 

 

Drummond likely used his property for grazing his cattle herd on his property.  The 
boundary of the property does not take shape until 1907 when Joseph Edmondson 
take ownership of Drummond 's original grant and adjacent properties.  Edmondson 
built a residence on the portion of land adjoining Drummond's original grant, and uses 
the remainder of his land for cultivation and pasture(see section 3.2.1.4). 

The property was divided into three allotments, one each for Edmonson's three sons. 183  
CA 16b falls within that portion transferred to John Gordon Edmondson, ca. 192 acres 
constituting the western section of the property – an area which does not appear to 
have contained any structures (Figure 131).  

                                                 
183 LTO Vol. 1823 Fol. 74 
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Figure 131: Plan of subdivision of Edmondson property into three portions, dating to 
1918.184 
 

 John Gordon Edmondson was a member of the Australian Imperial Forces (formerly a 
clerk from Ashfield), and in 1918 he was “on Active Service Abroad.”185  It is not known 
if John Gordon Edmondson ever personally made use of his 192 acres, however, ten 
years later, his portion was transferred to Joseph William Edmondson of Liverpool, 
farmer – who was at that time residing in “Forest Home.”  It appears that Joseph 
William Edmonson utilised this portion of the estate for farming purposes only (Figure 
132). 

 
Figure 132: John Gordon Edmondson’s portion as transferred in 1918. 186 

                                                 
184 LTO FP 959792 
185 LTO Vol. 2862 Fol. 71 
186 Ibid 
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In 1936, a strip of land running NE-SW through the 192 acre property was resumed for 
the construction of a public road – now known as Camden Valley Way (marked as a 
pink line on Figure 132 above). 187  Two years later, the 192 acre property was 
subdivided into four lots, with three small allotments formed between the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply Canal and the southern boundary of the property.188 CA 16b falls 
within the largest lot – to the NW of the water channel.  The three small lots were sold; 
however, the largest portion remained within the Edmondson family until 1941 when a 
second subdivision was surveyed (Figure 133). 

 

 
Figure 133: Plan of subdivision of Edmondson’s 192 acres dating to 1938. 189 
 

This second subdivision incorporated the area within the Edmondson bounded by 
Camden Valley Way, the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal, Old Cowpastures Road 
and Bringelly Road.  Site CA 16b falls within Lot 14 and 15 (ca. 3 acres) in this 
subdivision.  While no specific information has been obtained, it appears that no 
substantial structures or features existed on this land at the time of subdivision (Figure 
134). 

 

                                                 
187 LTO Vol. 2862 Fol. 71 
188 LTO Plan C639777 
189 Ibid 
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Figure 134: Plan of subdivision within Edmondson property, 1941.190  CA 16a falls 
within Lot 14 and 15 (enlargement below).  

 

In 1945, both Lots 14 and 15 DP 19406 were sold to Marion Glading; then very shortly 
afterwards, on sold to Clarence Alfred Prior, a newsagent from Five Dock (Figure 135). 
191 

 
Figure 135: Lots 14 & 15 as sold to Marion Glading & subsequently Clarence Prior in 
1945. 192 

 

Prior maintained ownership of both lots for the next fifteen years, however, details of 
his use of the property are unknown.  An aerial photograph dating to 1947 appears to 
show some anomalies that have previously been identified as “structures,” situated 
towards the rear / NW of the property.  However, their identification as structures or 

                                                 
190 LTO Plan C984240  
191 LTO Vol. 2862 Fol. 71 & LTO Vol. 5516 Fol. 242 
192 LTO Vol. 5516 Fol 242 
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features is questionable, especially as these anomalies do not appear to be constant – 
refer to the aerial photographs of the same location taken during different aerial runs in 
January 1947, shown in Figure 136 below; the anomalies appear on the first run and 
do not seem to occur in the second. 

  

Figure 136: 1947 aerial photograph showing Lots 14 & 15 – two separate runs. 193 

 

In 1960, Lots 14 and 15 were sold to H. G. Richardson Constructions Pty Ltd.  
Seventeen years later, the property was transferred to the NSW Planning & 
Environment Commission. 194 

Recent aerial photographs show that the property has undergone some construction 
and landscaping since the mid 20th century; none of the modern structures or features, 
however, can confidently be corresponded with the anomalies identified on the 1947 
aerial. 

Site Inspection 

The property was surveyed on the 15th of September 2009 by Chris Lewczak, 
archaeologist with Cosmos Archaeology.  The anomaly identified by AHMS is located 
away from the alignment of the Hume Highway (Camden Valley Way). The proposed 
works have reduced the potential impact area to the immediate frontage of the property 
where this survey concentrated.  The road has been cut down in to the surrounding 
undulating topography in the vicinity of this property, creating a steep cutting above the 
road (Figure 137).  A single driveway has been cut though the embankment of Camden 
Valley Way and is the only entrance to this property, and appears in a similar position 
as the driveway present in the 1947 aerial photograph. 

A 3 m wide area between the road cutting and the front property boundary exists above 
the road.  This area is overgrown, however, remains of the former fence line are still 
present (Figure 138).  The topography continues to rise up towards the northwest 
corner of the property, while the topography slopes down and away towards the 
northeast centre of the property where a dam has been created, before rising again 
towards the north.  The area immediately inside the property boundary is also 
overgrown.  There was no evidence of any previous driveways or levelled areas to 
suggest any other structures were previously in this area. 

                                                 
193 NSW Department of Lands – Landsphoto Camden Runs 22 & 23 January 1947 
194 LTO Vol. 5516 Fol. 242 
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Figure 137: General view of Camden Valley Way in the vicinity of No.1514. 
(Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: Northeast)  

 

 
Figure 138: The 3 m wide section of land situated between the top of the road cutting 
and the fence line.  (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology) (View: Southwest) 
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Proposed Upgrade Design 

Upgrade works proposed for this area will include the widening of the cut for the current 
embankment of the road for the installation of a new retaining wall.  The alignment of 
Camden Valley Way will remain on the current alignment, with the two current lanes of 
traffic being incorporated to become the two northbound lanes, with the lanes being 
widened slightly for the new road (Figure 139).  The entire works will be undertaken in 
front of the current property boundary at 1655-1661 Camden Valley Way and the 
current road. 

 

 
Figure 139: Proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade in the vicinity of No. 1655-1661. 

 

Statement of Significance 

Criterion a)   An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 which front Camden Valley Way, were originally part of a 
410 acre crown grant (Portion 8, Minto Parish) to John Drummond on the 20th June, 
1816.  It does not appear that the property was developed to any great degree apart 
from some early clearing and cattle grazing.  In 1907, the property was incorporated 
into a larger property owned by Joseph Edmondson, which was referred to as the 
‘Forest Home’.  The first sub-division of the property in 1918 saw the present allotment 
form part of a 192 acre property and in the years after it was given over to farming.   

The land which CA 16b within Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 formed part of was sub-
divided in 1936 and again in 1941.  In 1962, a final sub-division saw the current 
allotments created.  These allotments changed ownership a number of times during the 
20th century and seems to have been used primarily for residential purposes and 
limited agricultural activities.  It was finally transferred to the then NSW Planning & 
Environment Commission in 1977 

Though originally forming part of large early land grant to John Drummond, and later 
the Edmonson families the activities that took place on these allotments do not appear 
to have extended beyond grazing and farming.  The original boundaries and workings 
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of original grant have been removed through repeated subdivision.  The later history of 
the allotments are of limited significance. 

 

 By the standards of this criterion Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion b)   An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’ cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 1492 Camden Valley Way are associated with John 
Drummond who first arrived in the Sydney colony as a non-Commissioned Officer on 
the "Sirius" in 1788; he later served as beachmaster and pilot at Norfolk Island from 
1796-1812, finally settling in the Liverpool district in NSW in the 1810s. Joseph 
Edmondson, a hotel proprietor from Campbelltown 

Though originally forming part of the Drummond’s grant and later the Edmondson’s 
family estate of Forest Home, the activities that took place on this particular allotment 
do not appear to have extended beyond grazing or farming and therefore do not have a 
strong or special association with Drummond, the Edmondsons or other persons or 
group of people important to NSW. 

 

 By the standards of this criterion Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 can be considered 
to be of Local significance.  

 

Criterion c)   An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and / 
or a high degree of creative or technical achievement In NSW (or 
the local area); 

Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 do not have or display any aesthetic, creative or technical 
merits. 

 By the standards of this criterion Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion d)   An item has strong or special associations with a particular 
community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons; 

Research into Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 did not reveal any special association with a 
particular community or cultural group in New South Wales. 

 By the standards of this criterion Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion e)   An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area); 
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Limited heritage and archaeological remains are considered to remain within Lots 14 
and 15, DP 19406. The property was subdivided from grazing land associated with 
early land grants.  Archaeological remains are likely to be confined to fence lines that 
have likely been replaced and/or relocated due to historic subdivision activities and 
from realignments of Cow Pasture Road, Hume Highway and Camden Valley Way.  

The extant remains of a fence line in front of the current allotment boundary most likely 
relates to the sub-division of 1938. Though not likely to be the original fence remains, 
they may be closely aligned to the original boundary adjacent to Camden Valley Way.  
These remains contribute very little to a greater understanding of the original property 
or of the surrounding area. 

 By the standards of this criterion Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion f)   An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the 
local area); 

Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 are unlikely to possess an uncommon, rare or endanger 
aspect of NSW’s or the local areas cultural history.   

 By the standards of this criterion Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion g)  An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics 
of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural and natural 
environments. 

Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 has limited capacity to demonstrate the principal 
characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places. 

 By the standards of this criterion Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance. 

 

Statement of cultural significance  
Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 were originally a part of a larger pastoral property first 
granted to John Drummond in 1816.  Subdivision commenced in 1918 and subsequent 
sub-divisions and resumptions dissolved the original boundary of the Crown grant.  
Though once part of Drummond’s grant, there is limited association between original 
grant and the current property. Potential archaeological remains that may be present 
on Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 are likely to be confined to remains of internal fence lines 
and other associated pastoral workings.  Such remains as well the 20th century extant 
fence line fronting Camden Valley road are considered to have limited significance. The 
cultural heritage of Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 are considered to be of local 
significance through its historical associations with early land grants and ‘Forest Home’.  
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Statement of Heritage Impact 

The anomaly identified by AHMS is located approximately 40 m back from Camden 
Valley Way and the proposed works will not impact in the vicinity of this area.  The 
proposed works would have the potential to impact on any associated heritage or 
archaeological items that were located within the 3 m area between the top of the 
cutting made for Camden Valley Way and the current boundary of the property.  The 
historical research and the earliest aerial photograph for the area does not indicate that 
structures were built against this frontage of Camden Valley Way. 

Any archaeological remains that are present within this area of the study area are likely 
to be limited to the former fence posts and any possible earlier driveways; and are not 
considered to be of heritage significance. 
 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

There are no aspects of the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way that will respect 
or enhance the heritage significance associated with heritage items at Lot 14 and 15 
DP 501499 at 1625 Camden Valley Way.    
 

 What aspects of the Proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

The upgrade of Camden Valley Way is not considered to have a detrimental effect to 
any heritage items situated on Lot 14 and 15 DP 501499 at 1625 Camden Valley Way.  
Remains of a former boundary fence are present between the current property fence 
and Camden Valley Way; however this fence is likely to relate to the 1936 acquisition 
and 1938 construction of the current alignment of road only, and is considered to be of 
minimal significance. 
 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have been considered during the course of this assessment in 
the vicinity of 1625 Camden Valley Way.  The current design of the upgrade works is 
considered to be the more sympathetic option in relation to the heritage significance of 
the heritage item and the property. 
 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The design of Camden Valley Way upgrade is not considered to have a positive or 
negative impact to the heritage item. 

  

 

Recommendations 

Recommendation 22: No further historical archaeological or heritage work required.  
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4.12 CA 16c – part of “Series of Buildings” (Lot 101 DP 876560 – Minto 
Parish, Cumberland County) 

The land now contained within Lot 101 1085902, incorporating CA 16c, is located on 
the north-western side of Camden Valley Way immediately adjacent to the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply Canal at RTA.  The site is located between chainage 1050 to 
1150 (Figure 140).  This property was originally part of a 410 acre crown grant (Portion 
8, Minto Parish) to John Drummond on the 20th of June, 1816. This potential 
archaeological site has not previously been identified and is not listed on any heritage 
registers. 

 
Figure 140: Location of CA 16c 

 

Drummond likely used his property for grazing his cattle herd on his property.  The 
boundary of the property does not take shape until 1907 when Joseph Edmondson 
take ownership of Drummond 's original grant and adjacent properties.  Edmondson 
built a residence on the portion of land adjoining Drummond's original grant, and uses 
the remainder of his land for cultivation and pasture(see section 3.2.1.4). 

The property was divided into three allotments, one each for Edmonson's three sons. 195  
CA 16c falls within that portion transferred to John Gordon Edmondson, ca. 192 acres 
constituting the western section of the property – an area which does not appear to 
have contained any structures (Figure 141).  

 

                                                 
195 LTO Vol. 1823 Fol. 74 
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Figure 141: Plan of 
subdivision of Edmondson 
property into three portions, 
dating to 1918.196 

John Gordon Edmondson was a member of the Australian Imperial Forces (formerly a 
clerk from Ashfield), and in 1918 he was “on Active Service Abroad.”197  It is not known 
if John Gordon Edmondson ever personally made use of his 192 acres, however, ten 
years later, his portion was transferred to Joseph William Edmondson of Liverpool, 
farmer – who was at that time residing in “Forest Home.”  It appears that Joseph 
William Edmonson utilised this portion of the estate for farming purposes only (Figure 
142). 

 

 
Figure 142: John Gordon Edmondson’s portion as transferred in 1918. 198 

                                                 
196 LTO FP 959792 
197 LTO Vol. 2862 Fol. 71 
198 Ibid 
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In 1936, a strip of land running NE-SW through the 192 acre property was resumed for 
the construction of a public road – now known as Camden Valley Way (marked as a 
pink line on Figure 142 above). 199  Two years later, the 192 acre property was 
subdivided into four lots, with three small allotments formed between the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply Canal and the southern boundary of the property.200 CA 16c falls 
within the largest lot – to the NW of the water channel and on the southern side of 
Camden Valley Way (Figure 143).   

 
Figure 143: Plan of subdivision of Edmondson’s 192 acres dating to 1938. 201 

 

While the smaller lots were sold off and the section on the northern side of Camden 
Valley Way was subdivided again a few years later; the portion to the south of the 
roadway remained within the Edmondson family for another fourteen years. 202  
However, the details regarding the Edmondson’s use of this section of land, save for 
continued pastoral use, are unknown.   

A 1947 aerial photograph of the property shows this allotment with scattered remnant 
vegetation, access / walking tracks running S and SW from Camden Valley Way and 
what may be a structure near the centre of the property, fronting Camden Valley Way – 
refer to Figure 144.  It thus appears that the land remained largely undeveloped, likely 
continuing to be used by the Edmondson’s for pasture.  The low resolution of this 
image makes it hard to ascertain any details of this “structure” – it may be a residence 
or farm facility / structure (Figure 144).   

 

                                                 
199 LTO Vol. 2862 Fol. 71 
200 LTO Plan C639777 
201 Ibid 
202 LTO Vol. 6351 Fol. 10 
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Figure 144: 1947 aerial photograph showing Edmondson property – what is now Lot 
101, DP 876560.203   The first image shows the broader property; the following two 
show enlargements of the identified “building” on two different aerial runs during 
January 1947. 

In 1952, the allotment was sold to Liborji Kolombo Perich.  Ten years later, a strip of 
land running the length of the allotment along the eastern side of Camden Valley Way 
(shown with black hatching on Figure 145) was marked for road purposes.  This area 
includes the location of the “building” identified on the 1947 aerial. 204 

 
Figure 145: Plan of property as sold to Perich in 1952. 205 

                                                 
203 NSW Department of Lands – Landsphoto Camden Runs 22 & 23 January 1947 
204 LTO Vol. 6351 Fol. 10 
205 Ibid 
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In 1963, Perich sold the property to Memory Gardens Pty Ltd – who later changed their 
name to Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens Pty Ltd in 1967 – and a cemetery was 
established on the site (Forest Lawn Memorial Garden Cemetery).206   

In 1965, the notification of transfer regarding the strip of land marked for road purposes 
was cancelled, however, the land was subsequently resumed by the Council of the City 
of Liverpool under the Real Property Act 1921. 207 

Recent aerial photographs show that any structures that may have existed on this strip 
in the mid 20th century – including CA 16c – have since been demolished (Figure 146). 

 

 

 

Figure 146: 2008 aerial photograph with outline of Lot 101, DP 876560 shown in 
red.208 

Site Inspection 

The site inspection was undertaken on 15th September 2009 by Chris Lewczak, 
archaeologist with Cosmos Archaeology.  The survey was conducted by walking along 
the gas main easement on the southern side of the extent of the proposed Camden 
Valley Way upgrade, and then returning along the road easement, walking in and out of 
the impact area where possible. 

The location where the two additional southbound lanes will be added is the boundary 
of Forest Lawn Cemetery between the cemetery and Camden Valley Way.  The current 
alignment of the road has been cut down into the natural undulating topography on the 
northern side of the road, with the southern side of the current road sloping down and 
away into the cemetery grounds (Figure 147).  A raised rammed earthen retaining wall 
is present against the road on the southern side, extending back between 3 and 5 m 
from the edge of the road.  A gas main has been installed that runs parallel to Camden 
Valley Way that is located approximately 25 m away for the edge of the road.  The area 
between the toe of the batter and the location of the gas utility is vegetated with 
eucalypts, with other introduced weeds growing in the understorey (Figure 148). 

                                                 
206 Ibid 
207 Ibid 
208 NSW Department of Lands Sydney-Newcastle Aerial Photographs – Ausimage SKM 2008 – accessed 
by SIX viewer. 
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Figure 147: General view of Camden Valley Way in the vicinity of Forest Lawn 
Cemetery. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: Southwest) 

 
Figure 148: General view of the area between the two Camden Valley Way and the 
gas main utility where the additional lanes will be built. (Photograph Cosmos 
Archaeology). (View: Southwest) 
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The area where the possible structure was identified in the 1947 aerial is located to the 
east of an artificial lake constructed on the cemetery.  The area has been cleared, 
landscaped and grassed since the creation of the cemetery.   The general topography 
of the area is a 50 m long low rise located approximately 40 m from the road, that 
slopes steeply to the southwest (towards the lake), and gradually towards the north, 
south and to the east where it meets with the cemetery building complex (Figure 149).  
The area has been landscaped with grass and planted trees that reduced ground 
visibility and impeded any opportunity to identify the location of any building. 

 

 
Figure 149: View towards the low rise where the anomaly identified by AHMS would 
have been located. (Photograph Cosmos Archaeology). (View: East) 

 

 

Proposed Upgrade Design 

Both lanes that will be added to the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will be 
placed on the southern side of the current road, and as such will have a direct impact 
on the vegetated area between the cemetery and the road.  Both southbound lanes will 
be built in this area, including a shared pathway, retaining walls and an upgrading of 
the current drainage systems.   Retaining walls that will be built to support the new 
lanes will not be built within 3 m of the gas main (Figure 150).  
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Figure 150: Proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade in the vicinity of Lot 101 DP 
876560. The location of the building identified from the 1947 aerial photograph is 
circled in red. 

 

Statement of Significance 

Criterion a)   An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

Site CA 16c which is contained within Lot 101, DP 876560 which fronts Camden Valley 
Way was originally part of a 410 acre crown grant (Portion 8, Minto Parish) to John 
Drummond on the 20th June, 1816.  It does not appear that the property was developed 
to any great degree apart from some early clearing and cattle grazing.  In 1907 the 
property was incorporated into a larger property owned by Joseph Edmonsdon, which 
was referred to as the ‘Forest Home’.  The first sub-division of the property in 1918 saw 
present allotment form part of a 192 acre property and in the years after was given over 
to farming.   

The land which Lot 101, DP 876560 formed part of was sub-divided in 1936 and for the 
next decade or so it appears that it was given over to pastoral activities.  The property 
sold in 1952 and again in 1963 when it became the Forest Lawn Memorial Garden 
Cemetery.   

Though originally forming part of large early Crown grant to John Drummond the 
activities that took place on this allotment do not appear to have extended beyond 
grazing and farming.  The original boundaries and workings of original grant have been 
removed through repeated subdivision. 

 By the standards of this criterion Lot 101, DP 876560 can be considered to be 
of Local significance.  

 

Criterion b)   An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’ cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

CA 16c within Lot 101, DP 876560 is associated with John Drummond who first arrived 
in the Sydney colony as a non-Commissioned Officer on the "Sirius" in 1788; he later 
served as beachmaster and pilot at Norfolk Island from 1796-1812, finally settling in the 
Liverpool district in NSW in the 1810s. 
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Though originally forming part of the Drummond’s grant the activities that took place on 
this particular allotment do not appear to have extended beyond grazing or farming and 
therefore do not have a strong or special association with Drummond or other persons 
or group of people important to NSW. 

 By the standards of this criterion Lot 101, DP 876560 can be considered to be 
of Local significance.  

 

Criterion c)   An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and / 
or a high degree of creative or technical achievement In NSW (or 
the local area); 

Lot 101, DP 876560 is currently a cemetery and as a consequence has a well 
maintained and manicured landscape.  This provides an aesthetically pleasing 
environment. 

 By the standards of this criterion Lot 101, DP 876560 can be considered to be 
of Local significance.  

 

Criterion d)   An item has strong or special associations with a particular 
community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons; 

As Lot 101, DP 876560 is currently an operating cemetery and so has a special 
association with those families and friends whose loved ones are buried there. 

 By the standards of this criterion Lot 101, DP 876560 can be considered to be 
of Local significance.  

 

Criterion e)   An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area); 

Limited heritage and archaeological remains are considered to remain within Lot 101, 
DP 876560.  The property was subdivided from grazing land associated with early 
Crown grant.  Any archaeological remains present are likely to be contained to fence 
lines that have likely been replaced and/or relocated due to historic subdivision 
activities and from realignments of Cow Pasture Road, Hume Highway and Camden 
Valley Way. Such remains would contribute very little to a greater understanding of the 
original property or of the surrounding area. 

 By the standards of this criterion Lots 14 and 15, DP 19406 can be considered 
to be of Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion f)   An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the 
local area); 

Lot 101, DP 876560 is unlikely to possess an uncommon, rare or endanger aspect of 
NSW’s or the local areas cultural history.   
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 By the standards of this criterion Lot 101, DP 876560can be considered to be of 
Local significance.  

 

Criterion g)  An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics 
of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural and natural 
environments. 

Lot 101, DP 876560 has limited capacity to demonstrate the principal characteristics of 
a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places. 

 By the standards of this criterion Lot 101, DP 876560 can be considered to be 
of Minimal significance.  

 

Statement of cultural significance  
Lot 101, DP 876560 was originally a part of a larger pastoral property first granted to 
John Drummond in 1816.  Subdivision commenced in 1918 and subsequent sub-
divisions and resumptions dissolved the original boundary of the Crown grant.  Though 
it once formed part of Drummond’s grant, there is limited association between original 
grant and the current property.  Potential archaeological remains that may be present 
on Lot 101, DP 876560 are likely to be confined to remains of internal fence lines and 
other associated pastoral workings.  Such remains are considered to have limited 
significance. The cultural heritage of Lot 101, DP 876560 are considered to be of local 
significance through its historical associations with early Crown grants as well as the 
aesthetic values as a currently operating cemetery and its connections with those 
whose loved ones that are buried there.  

 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The location of the possible structure identified in the 1947 aerial photograph could not 
be located due to the high level of landscaping that has occurred associated with the 
cemetery.  The proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will occur within approximately 
20 m of the current road boundary.  This area is characterised by the batter and other 
disturbances that have occurred for the construction of the road, and from the 
installation of the gas main.  No archaeological remains or areas of interest were 
identified from the site survey and due to the disturbance in this area it is not likely that 
archaeological relics would be present in this area. 

 

 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

There are no aspects of the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley Way that will respect 
or enhance the heritage significance associated with the potential heritage items on 
this property.    
 

 What aspects of the Proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 
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The upgrade of Camden Valley Way is not considered to have a detrimental effect to 
any heritage items situated within Lot 101 DP 876560 on Camden Valley Way.  
Remains of any former boundary fence present along Camden Valley Way within this 
section is likely to relate to the 1936 acquisition and 1938 construction of the current 
alignment of road only, and is considered to be of minimal significance. 
 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have not been considered during the course of this 
assessment as they were not considered necessary due to the assessed level of 
impact to the heritage significance to the property. 
 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The design of Camden Valley Way upgrade is not considered to have a positive or 
negative impact to any heritage significance or archaeological remains associated with 
Lot 101 DP 876560 on Camden Valley Way. 

 

 Recommendations 

Recommendation 23: No further historical archaeological or heritage work required.  
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4.13 Camden Valley Way (as previously Old Cow Pasture Road, The Great 
Southern Road and Hume Highway). 

 

The sections of the current Camden Valley Way within the study area were previously 
associated with the former Old Cow Pasture Road, The Great Southern Road and 
Hume Highway alignments.  Whilst the road has undergone major alterations and 
modification in alignment and construction materials since becoming Camden Valley 
Way, heritage values may remain associated with the former road routes.  The 
following section includes a significance and impact assessment of the Camden Valley 
Way within the current study area only.  Camden Valley Way (within the study area) is 
not listed as a heritage item on any statutory heritage registers. 

A history of the road has been provided in Section 3 of this report and will not be 
repeated here.  

 

Significance Assessment 

Camden Valley Way - Old Cow Pasture Road (c.1805 - 1828); The Great Southern 
Road (1828 - 1928) and the Hume Highway (1928 - 1980) 

 

Criterion a)   An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

 

The creation of a formal road known as Old Cow Pasture Road is of historical 
significance as it was the earliest road southwest of the colony of Sydney.  The road 
was important in shaping the development of the area.  The orientation and alignment 
of the Old Cow Pasture Road influenced the pattern of settlement, namely the laying 
out of Crown grants, which fronted the road.   

The Old Cow Pasture Road was also the primary transportation route to the southwest 
region of NSW for a time.  The building of a bridge across the Nepean River in 1826 
resulted in the road – renamed The Great Southern Road and later in the 1920s as the 
Hume Highway -  eventually became the primary land route to Victoria.  The section of 
the Hume Highway within the study area was by-passed by the construction of the M5 
Freeway in 1980s; after which the road was renamed Camden Valley Way. 

The present day Camden Valley Way generally follows the course of the original road, 
however, the improvements to the alignment, particularly in the late 1920s and again in 
the 1930s, has reduced this association.  It is highly unlikely that any fabric associated 
with the Old Cow Pasture Road has survived within the study area.  It is likely that 
fabric from the post 1920s improvements of the Hume Highway exist within the study 
area.  Thus whilst Old Cow Pasture Road was important to the development to the 
colony, its association with the current Camden Valley Way is limited. 

 

 By the standards of this criterion Camden Valley Way is considered to be of 
Local significance.  
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Criterion b)   An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’ cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area); 

 

The Old Cow Pasture Road was surveyed by James Meehan and was constructed 
under the instructions of Governor Macquarie.  The original road was a rough track, 
and it is uncertain how the road was maintained during the colonial period.  While the 
order and direction of the construction of the road was given by Governor Macquarie, 
the road is not closely associated with his life or works. 

. 

 By the standards of this criterion the Camden Valley Way is considered to be of 
Local significance.  

 

Criterion c)   An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and / 
or a high degree of creative or technical achievement In NSW (or 
the local area); 

 

The only features associated with Old Cow Pasture Road/The Great Southern Road 
and later Hume Highway that have survived the major improvement works include a 
stand of tree plantings associated with Remembrance Way and post and rail fences 
that formerly delineated the boundaries of neighbouring properties and the Hume 
Highway. 

The post and rail fence lines may relate to the alignment of the property boundaries to 
the Great Southern Road, but more likely are associated with the post 1920s upgrade 
of the Great Southern Road into the Hume Highway.  These fences are unlikely to be 
the original fabric, and have been possibly altered in locations due to the changes in 
road width and alignment over the years. 

A row of Eucalyptus plantings were made in the 1950s along the southern side of the 
then Hume Highway between Raby Road and St Andrews Road.  These trees were 
planted adjacent to the road and were done so as part of the formation of 
Remembrance Way, in memory of the Australian Service Personal who fought in World 
War 2.  Similar plantings were made along the Hume Highway between Sydney and 
Canberra.   

These features have some aesthetic appeal and add streetscape values to Camden 
Valley Way because they are not continuous, their value in terms of this criterion is 
limited. 

 By the standards of this criterion the Camden Valley Way is considered to be of 
Local significance.  
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Criterion d)   An item has strong or special associations with a particular 
community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons; 

 

The remnant section of Remembrance Way plantings Camden Valley Way (within the 
study area) has an association with Australian veterans of World War 2 and their 
descendants. This association is slightly diminished due to later improvements to 
Camden Valley Way, including the construction of the M5 Freeway and creation of the 
Victoria Cross Rest Areas. 

 By the standards of this criterion the Camden Valley Way is considered to be of 
Local significance.  

 

Criterion e)   An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area); 

It is unlikely that any fabric associated with the Old Cow Pasture Road remain in the 
study area.  Relics associated with this earlier road are likely to have been removed 
through the construction of the Hume Highway and subsequent improvements.  
Surviving elements of former road remains are likely to relate to the post 1920 upgrade 
of the Great Southern Road into the Hume Highway. The remains of the post 1920s 
road upgrades are considered to have very limited potential to yield information that is 
not already known from documentary evidence of the road works. 

 By the standards of this criterion the Camden Valley Way is considered to be of 
Minimal significance.   

 

Criterion f)   An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the 
local area); 

Camden Valley Way resembles most major arterial roads in NSW.  Remnants of the 
former Great Southern Road and Hume Highway phases of the road such as plantings 
and possible fence lines, are not unique or rare when comparison is made to sections 
of the Hume Highway and Camden Valley Way outside the study area.  The road 
remains are therefore not to be considered to be rare or endangered. 

 By the standards of this criterion the Camden Valley Way is considered to be of 
Minimal significance.  

 

Criterion g)  An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics 
of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural and natural 
environments. 

The section of Camden Valley Way within the study area does not display any 
characteristics that would indicate that it is a good or outstanding example of it class.    
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  By the standards of this criterion the Camden Valley Way is considered to be of 
Minimal significance.  

 

Statement of cultural significance  

The Camden Valley Road is the latest name of a route, which originally named Cow 
Pastures Road, opened up south west Sydney to settlement in the early 19th century.  
The later extention of the route, subsequently renamed the Great Southern Road and 
Hume Highway, into the southern highlands and ultimately to Melbourne was a major 
contribution to the settlement and development of south eastern Australia.  The 
construction of the M5 Freeway in 1980s cut this section of road – renamed as 
Camden Valley Way – out of National Highway network.  Re-aligned and rebuilt over 
time the present day section of Camden Valley Way retains a limited association with 
the earlier phases of route and its significance.  The physical remains of the earlier 
phases of the route are likely to be confined to works and fence lines post dating road 
upgrades from the 2nd quarter of the 20th century.  The 1950s plantings associated with 
Remembrance Way and its association with Word War 2 veterans is also a reminder 
that this section of road once formed part of the national highway network. The cultural 
heritage of Camden Valley Way within the study area is considered to be of Local 
significance primarily through its historical associations with the route that opened up 
south western Sydney region and ultimately contributed to the development of south 
eastern Australia. 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The works associated with the upgrade of Camden Valley Way to a four lane divided 
road will have an impact on the existing alignment of the road, property boundaries and 
some aesthetic aspects of the road.  These impacts will occur when roads are 
duplicated in areas where space is limited due to historic and modern building 
practices. 

The current alignment of Camden Valley Way, which generally follows the alignment of 
The Great Southern Road in the study area from Cobbitty Road through to the 
intersection of Cowpasture Road, will be largely followed during the upgrade works.  
The current two lanes of Camden Valley Way will be incorporated into the final upgrade 
road.  At the northern end of the design, the two lanes will form the two northbound 
lanes of the upgrade road.  The alignment of the new Camden Valley Way will be 
altered in the vicinity of St Andrews Road where the two current day lanes switch over 
and are incorporated to form the two southbound lanes southern end of the works (See 
figures 1a - 1l).  The incorporation of the present day alignment of Camden Valley Way 
into the upgraded road design retains aspects of the alignment of the former Hume 
Highway and of the section of the Great Southern Road that are present in the study 
area. 

Construction required for the new road will result in the exhuming and replacement of 
current formation of Camden Valley Way within the study area.  The potential 
archaeological remains current Camden Valley Way are likely to be associated with the 
works of the 1920s upgrade when substantial subsurface earthworks were carried out 
as part of the standardising of the road between Sydney and Melbourne.  Fabric 
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associated with the former Great Southern Road and original Old Cow Pasture Road is 
not likely to have survived within the footprint of the Hume Highway alignment; which is 
also the Camden Valley Way footprint within the study area.  Relics associated with the 
concrete road built in the 1920s are not considered to be significant and are unlikely to 
yield any additional information. 

The design of the upgrade of Camden Valley Way will impact on many property 
boundaries within the study area.  Most of these property boundaries were created 
from the periods of subdivision that occurred in the early 20th century, however, all 
stemmed from the original Crown grants that were made in the early 19th  century.  
These grants were made bounding the then Old Cow Pasture Road.  Frontages of 
these allotments remained along the road through the changes of the road into The 
Great Southern Road and later Hume Highway.  Historical upgrades and changes to 
the alignment of the road over time are likely to have only altered slightly the location of 
these fence lines.  The section of the road that corresponds to the general alignment of 
the first road through the area is between Cobbitty Road and the intersection of 
Cowpasture Road.  Along this section of road two estates survive from the first Crown 
grants, Raby and Gledswood.  At present Gledswood has no visible remains of the 
front boundary fence along Camden Valley Way; while a post and rail fence was 
recently replaced along Camden Valley Way at Raby.  The fence at Raby was most 
likely not the original fence constructed on the property but a replacement fence 
constructed later.  The presence of a post and rail fence, however, indicates the 
potential for other surviving post and rail fence lines in the study area.  This is likely to 
be limited to localised areas along Camden Valley Way, and the extant remains are 
likely to be solitary posts mostly broken off close to ground level. 

Other than the two previously mentioned estates, the other original Crown grants made 
within the study area have been subdivided repeatedly to the extent that their original 
boundaries are no longer visible.  Allotments that front Camden Valley Way retain a 
similar boundary to the original grants in the area but are largely modern 
interpretations, due to subdivisions and contemporary fences.  The proposed upgrade 
will impact and relocate many of the property boundaries along the study area.  This is 
considered to be a limited impact to Camden Valley Way as what will be removed are 
property boundaries that are reflective of the character and alignment of the boundaries 
of the earliest Crown grants. 

There is considered to be limited impacts to other identified aesthetic heritage items 
associated with former Hume Highway or Great Southern Road that remain today.  The 
remnant stand of Eucalyptus trees present in the study area between Raby Road and 
St Andrews road associated with the Remembrance Way plantings will not be 
impacted.  These trees are located outside of the road corridor and the design of the 
upgrade to Camden Valley Way has ensured that the trees will remain adjacent and 
visible from the road.  

Other trees along the road corridor will be removed, however, the design of the 
upgrade has been done to minimise the numbers of trees, while retaining the same 
tree lined aspect that is currently present on Camden Valley Way. 
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 What aspects of the Proposal respect or enhance the heritage significance of 
the item/study area? 

The alignment of the current Camden Valley Way generally follows the alignment of the 
former Great Southern Road and the Hume Highway.  The design for the upgrade of 
the road will generally follow a similar alignment.  The design has also minimised 
impacts to two State Heritage Registered listed properties as to retain the relationship 
between these two properties and the former versions of the road that have been 
incorporated into Camden Valley Way. 

Aesthetic items associated with the current day Camden Valley Way have also been 
retained, where possible, in the upgrade design.  Tree plantings associated with the 
establishment of Remembrance Way along the Hume Highway remain today, which 
will be avoided.  Other tree plantings along Camden Valley Way that are not 
considered to be of heritage significance have been kept, where possible, to retain 
some of the tree lined characteristics present on the road. 

 
 

 What aspects of the Proposal could have a detrimental effect on the heritage 
significance of the item/study area? 

The widening of Camden Valley Way as part of the works to create a divided four line 
road will have an impact to properties and, in particular, fence lines that are likely to be 
associated with the former alignment and location of boundaries of the first Crown 
grants made in the area.  This is considered to be a limited impact to Camden Valley 
Way as the boundaries are only reflective of the character and alignment of the 
boundaries of the earliest Crown grants.   

 
 

 Have more sympathetic options been considered and discounted?  Why? 

Alternate design options have been considered during the course of this assessment 
along individual sections of the road design.  The alternate design options have been to 
individual sections of the road, in particular to heritage listed properties; as such, the 
current design is considered to be the more sympathetic option. 

 
 

 Are the proposed changes sympathetic to the heritage item/study area?  In 
what way? (e.g. form, proportions, design) 

The overall design of Camden Valley Way contains sections that maintain sympathetic 
aspects and characteristics of those significant heritage values present on the current 
alignment of Camden Valley Way.  Individual sections have been designed to maintain 
current heritage values of properties adjacent to the current road alignment; through 
minimising or removing impacts to the three State Heritage Registered items within the 
study area by means of various minor alignment changes.  Aesthetic appearances, in 
particular with the retention of the Remembrance Way plantings and other trees that 
will be preserved, have also been taken into account during the design stage of the 
project. 
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Recommendations 

Recommendation 24 

An archival photographic record of sections of the current Camden Valley Way 
should be undertaken before any works commence.  This recording should 
focus in areas where current boundaries adjacent to Camden Valley Way that 
are reflective of earlier 19th century boundaries that fronted on the road will be 
removed and setback from the current alignment.  The recording should also 
include the aesthetic aspects of the road in the section, particularly the current 
road alignment in association with the Remembrance Way plantings. 
 
The archival recording should conform to the standard as outlined in the 
“Photographic Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or Digital Capture” 
prepared by the Heritage Branch, Department of Planning. 
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5.0 Summary  

5.1 Conclusion & Summary of Key Findings 

 17 heritage items were identified from the PEI as potentially being impacted from 
the proposed upgrade of Camden Valley way from Cobbitty Road to Cowpasture 
Road.   

 The sites included the State Heritage Registered listed Gledswood Estate, Raby, 
and the State Significant Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal. The other 14 items 
include structures, housing (or potential groups of houses), potential remnant 
road remains and bridges identified from the historical research and the 1947 
aerial photograph. 

 Historical research was conducted on each item to attempt to identify the site, as 
well as define the boundary and extent each potential site. 

 A site inspection was conducted on each of the site to further identify the site and 
locate any archaeological remains that may still be present. The extent of the 
proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade was also determined in relation to the 
possible location of each potential archaeological or heritage item. 

 Impacts to heritage or archaeological items will occur to three State Heritage 
Register listed items, Gledswood Estate, Raby and the road bridge over the 
Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal System.  All other identified potential 
archaeological  items identified in the PEI report will not be impacted. 

 Impacts to heritage values that survive along Camden Valley Way of the former 
road alignments, specifically to fence and property boundaries that are reflective 
of original Crown grants from the earth 19th century, have been identified.  It is 
unlikely that fabric remains associated with the former Old Cow Pasture Road, 
The Great Southern Road  exists in the study area due to the extensive works 
associated with the 1920s upgrade of the Hume Highway. 

 

A summary Table of each heritage and archaeological item that was assessed in this 
report is presented below: 
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Site Name 

(PEI Site 
name) 

PEI Identified Item Location 

(RTA Chainage 
Location) 

Archaeological or Heritage Impact Recommendations 

CA 1 

 
Complex of buildings 

Lot 3, DP 360116 – 
696 Camden Valley 
Way  

(10100 to 10480) 

Works will occur between the front fence and the 
current road boundary 

Recommendation 1 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required 

CA2 

 
Complex of buildings  Not assessed - site located 100 m from extent of 

proposed impact works Removed from the Investigation 

CA 3 

 
Building 

Lots 4 & 5, DP 
203127 – 845 
Camden Valley Way 

(8850 o 8750) 

Proposed upgrade will occur within the current 
road corridor with the exception of retaining 
walls that may extend on to the property in the 
location of the drainage line.  No archaeological 
or other heritage impacts were identified in this 
area, the proposed works are therefore 
considered not likely to impact any 
archaeological remains in this area. 

Recommendation 2 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required 

CA 4 

 
Gledswood 

Lot 12 DP 748303 - 
900 Camden Valley 
Way 

(8600 to 7770) 

There will be two direct impacts to the 
Gledswood Estate property.  The first will be 
limited to a 140 m long by 8 m wide section 
along the front (northern) boundary of the 
property; southwest from the intersection of 
Catherine Field Road.  The second is from the 
installation of a new driveway at the north-
western corner of the property, approximately 10 
m wide and 25 m long.  This section of land part 
of the heritage curtilage area for Gledswood.    
The current alignment of the road will be 
retained with both current lanes of traffic 
incorporated into the two southbound lanes in 
the upgraded road design.  

See section 4.3 

Recommendation 3 

A section 60 permit application is made 
to the Heritage Council, Department of 
Planning, for the approval for redefining 
the curtilage of the Gledswood Estate 
to the new boundary of Camden Valley 
Way. 

Recommendation 4 

As Gledswood  is listed on the Camden 
LEP, notification of the proposed 
impact to the property is required to be 
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made to Camden Council as 
designated in State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Infrastructure) (2007).  
This is to provide written notice of the 
intention to carry out the road upgrade 
works to the Council outlining the 
impact to Gledswood. A copy of the 
heritage impact assessment, should be 
included in the notification. 

Recommendation 5 

New fencing and / or plantings to be 
installed between the boundary of the 
new road and the Gledswood estate, 
where possible, should follow the 
guidelines established in the 
Landscape Conservation Plan and 
road safety requirements, and should 
not impair the views to and from 
Gledswood Estate. 

 

CA 5 

 
Raby 

Lot, DP 401548 – 
1025 Camden Valley 
Way 

(6650 to 7600) 

 

The proposed upgrade in the vicinity of Raby 
would direct impact to the front (southern) 
boundary of the property would occur within a 30 
m section of land that would be acquired from 
the Raby property.  This acquisition will occur 
outside, but immediately adjacent to, the 
heritage curtilage area defined for Raby.  The 
proposed upgrade will not impact on the main 
entrance way gate, driveway or bridge across 
Riley's Creek.  The fence has recently been 
replaced with a new fence.   

Impacts would also occur directly to Riley's 
Creek on the property due to the new drainage 

See Section 4.4 

Recommendation 6 

Consultation with the Heritage Council, 
Department of Planning, should be 
undertaken regarding the impact to the 
section of Riley's Creek within the 
heritage curtilage area of Raby prior to 
submission. 

Recommendation 7 

An application to the Heritage Council 
for a  Section 60 permit to approve the 
works that will occur to Riley's Creek 

CA 4 (Cont) 
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system required.  A section of the works that 
require the retaining of the creek will occur within 
the heritage curtilage area.  This is the only 
direct impact that will occur to the listed property 

Raby Road will be upgraded to a signalised T-
intersection.   

There are no indirect impacts to the State 
Heritage Listed property from the proposed 
upgrade of Camden Valley Way. 

within the heritage curtilage area of 
Raby will be required.   

Recommendation 8 

As Raby  is listed on the Camden LEP, 
notification of the proposed impact to 
the property is required to be made to 
Camden Council as designated in 
State Environmental Planning Policy 
(Infrastructure) (2007).  This is to 
provide written notice of the intention to 
carry out the road upgrade works to the 
Council outlining the impact to Raby. A 
copy of the heritage impact 
assessment, should be included in the 
notification. 

Recommendation 9 

New fencing and / or plantings to be 
installed between the boundary of the 
new road and the property boundary of 
Raby, where possible, should follow 
the guidelines established in the 
Conservation Management Plan and 
road safety requirements. 

Recommendation 10 

A heritage management plan should be 
prepared detailing procedures to follow 
in the event of the discovery of 
archaeological features during 
excavation works within the section of 
land that will be acquired from Raby. 
This management plan should include 
details of the types of archaeological 
material that may be uncovered and 
procedures that should be followed in 
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the event that relics are uncovered. 

Recommendation 11 

An archival photographic recording of 
the front of Raby should be undertaken 
before any works commence in the 
area.  The archival recording should 
conform to the standard as outlined in 
the “Photographic Recording of 
Heritage Items Using Film or Digital 
Capture” prepared by the Heritage 
Branch, Department of Planning. 

CA 6 

 
Former Road Alignment 

Former road 
alignment of Camden 
Valley Way (Hume 
Highway) between 
Heath Road and Park 
Street 

(4100 to 4650) 

The "road" identified in the 1947 aerial 
photograph located on the south-eastern side of 
Camden Valley Way could not be relocated.  
The area where the road was has been 
revegetated with trees.  No evidence of a former 
road alignment was located in this area, and it is 
likely the road was a farm track. 

Recommendation 14 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required 

CA 7 

 
Building 

Lot B, DP 418632 – 
1150 Camden Valley 
Way (5750 to 5880) 

No impact will occur to the property 
containing this heritage item.   

Recommendation 15 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 8 

 
Building 

Lot 49B, DP 8979 – 
696 Camden Valley 
Way  (3850 to 3950) 

No impact will occur to the property 
containing this heritage item.   

Recommendation 16 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 9 

 
Buildings and Gardens 

Lot 54, DP 8979 – 
1409 Camden Valley 
Way 

(3140 to 3210) 

The feature identified in the PEI is likely to be 
the fibro shed located on the property.  The 
upgrade will have an impact immediately inside 
the property boundary, however, no 
archaeological items were identified in the area  

Recommendation 17 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 10 Building Lots 10 & 11, DP Proposed works will occur in the adjacent Recommendation 18 
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 1020864 – 1310 
Camden Valley Way 

(2960 to 3000)  

property fronting Camden Valley Way, and not 
the property where the building was identified in 
the PEI from the 1947 aerial photograph.  No 
other heritage or archaeological items were 
identified in the areas that will be impacted by 
the proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 11 

 
Building 

Lots 21 & 22, DP 
596177 

(2600 to 2750) 

No impact will occur to the property 
containing this heritage item.  An upgrade 
of the existing drainage line at the front of 
this property will occur, which is not 
considered to be a potential impact. 

Recommendation 19 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 12 

 
Building 

Lot 56B, DP 8979 

(2300 to 2400) 

No impact will occur to the property 
containing this heritage item.  

Recommendation 20 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 13 

 
Building 

Lots 1 & 2, DP 
1085902 – 1492 
Camden Valley Way 

(1650 to 1750) 

The proposed upgrade will occur in front of the 
boundary of the property.  This section was once 
part of the property at 1492 Camden Valley 
Way.  The possible building identified in the 
1947 aerial was located well back from the road.  
The area where the upgrade will occur has been 
disturbed. No other heritage or archaeological 
items were identified in the areas that will be 
impacted by the proposed Camden Valley Way 
upgrade. 

Recommendation 21 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 14 

 
Complex of buildings 

(Lot 13, DP 707337 – 
1525 Camden Valley 
Way   

(1600 to 2060) 

No impact will occur to the property 
containing this heritage item.  

Recommendation 22 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 15 

 
Sydney Water Supply Canal 

Bridge crossing along 
Camden Valley Way 
across the Upper 
Nepean Water Supply 

Road upgrade will result in the replacement of 
the current bridge.  The new bridge will be wider, 
extending to the south, and will overlay the 
alignment of the current bridge. The bridge has 
been identified as a locally significant 

Recommendation 16 

An application for an Exemption to carry out 
the removal the proposed removal and 
replacement of the bridge must be made to the 
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Canal 

(1560 to 1600) 

component to the overall scheme as the bridge 
has been modified and widened previously.  The 
new road bridge will not impact on the two 
nearby flumes, the canal, or any other features.  

Heritage Council, Department of Planning, 
under S.57(3) of the Heritage Act, prior to the 
works commencing.   

Recommendation 17 

Notification must be made to the NSW 
Heritage Council regarding the removal of the 
individual item from the Sydney Water Section 
170 Heritage and Conservation Listing of the 
Upper Nepean Water Supply  Canal.  This 
must be done in consultation with Sydney 
Water prior to the notification to the Heritage 
Council. 

Recommendation 18 

As the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal is 
listed on the Liverpool LEP, notification of the 
proposed impact to the property is required to 
be made to Liverpool Council as designated in 
State Environmental Planning Policy 
(Infrastructure) (2007).  This is to provide 
written notice of the intention to carry out the 
road upgrade works to the Council outlining 
the impact to the Canal system. A copy of the 
heritage impact assessment, should be 
included in the notification. 

Recommendation 19 

An archival photographic recording of the 
Camden Valley Way road bridge over the 
Upper Nepean Canal should be undertaken 
before any works commence in the area.  The 
archival recording should conform to the 
standard as outlined in the “Photographic 
Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or 
Digital Capture” prepared by the Heritage 
Branch, Department of Planning. 
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Recommendation 20 

A Heritage Management Plan should be 
prepared outlining significant elements of the 
Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal and 
suitable work methods around each item, 
should be prepared prior to works 
commencing.  These methods should also be 
included in the area specific construction plan 
documents. 

CA 16a - 

 
Series of Buildings 

Lot 1, DP 501499 – 
1625 Camden Valley 
Way 

(1240 to 1450) 

The building identified from the 1947 aerial 
photograph is located over 40 m from the current 
alignment of Camden Valley Way.  The 
proposed works will occur between the road 
boundary and the front property fence, and will 
not impact on any identified or potential 
archaeological remains. 

Recommendation 21 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 16b - 

 
Series of Buildings 

Lot 14 & 15, DP 
501499 – 1625 
Camden Valley Way 

 

The building identified from the 1947 aerial 
photograph is located over 40 m from the current 
alignment of Camden Valley Way.  The 
proposed works will occur between the road 
boundary and the front property fence, and will 
not impact on any identified or potential 
archaeological remains. 

Recommendation 22 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  

CA 16c 

 

Series of Buildings 

 

Lot 101 DP 876560 

(1050 to 1150) 

The location of the possible structure identified 
from the 1947 aerial photograph could not be 
located due to the high level of landscaping that 
has occurred associated with the cemetery.  The 
proposed Camden Valley Way upgrade will 
occur within approximately 20 m of the current 
road boundary, an area that has already been 
highly disturbed from the construction of the 
road, and from the installation of the gas main.  
No archaeological remains or areas of interest 
were identified from the site survey and due to 
the disturbance in this area it is not likely that 
archaeological relics would be present. 

Recommendation 23 

No further historical archaeological or heritage 
work required  
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 Camden Valley Way Study area 

The upgrade of Camden valley Way will follow 
the current alignment of Camden Valley Way. 
This alignment generally follows the alignment of 
the previous versions of the road, namely The 
Great Southern Road and Hume Highway.  
Whilst the alignments are similar, it is unlikely 
that archaeological relics associated with these 
earlier roads would exist prior to the 1920s 
upgrade works. 

Property boundaries fronting Camden Valley 
Way are similar in location and orientation as to 
boundaries of the early 19th century. The fence 
lines are representative of the modern 
subdivision, the boundaries are considered to be 
reflective of the character and alignment of the 
boundaries of the earliest Crown grants.  The 
proposed works will impact not only the fence 
lines, but also the relocate them up to 20 m back 
from their current position. 

Identified aesthetic heritage vales identified in 
the study area, namely the plantings associated 
with Remembrance Way, will not be impacted 
from the proposed upgrade, and will be retained 
adjacent to the new alignment of Camden Valley 
Way. 

Recommendation 24 

An archival photographic record of sections of 
the current Camden Valley Way should be 
undertaken before any works commence.  This 
recording should focus in areas where current 
boundaries adjacent to Camden Valley Way 
that are reflective of earlier 19th century 
boundaries that fronted on the road will be 
removed and setback from the current 
alignment.  The recording should also include 
the aesthetic aspects of the road in the 
section, particularly the current road alignment 
in association with the Remembrance Way 
plantings. 

The archival recording should conform to the 
standard as outlined in the “Photographic 
Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or 
Digital Capture” prepared by the Heritage 
Branch, Department of Planning. 
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6.0 MEASURES TO BE TAKEN TO MINIMISE IMPACT  

6.1 Summary of Recommendations 

The recommendations that have been made for each individual site in Section 4 of this 
report will be summarised below: 

 

In relation to sites, CA 1-3, 6- 14 and 16a-c, The following recommendations have 
been made: 

Recommendation (1, 2, 13 - 15, 21-22) 

No further historical archaeological or heritage work is required. 

 

In relation to site CA 4 - Gledswood Estate, the following recommendations have been 
made 

Recommendation 3 

A section 60 permit application is made to the Heritage Council, Department of 
Planning, for the approval for redefining the curtilage of the Gledswood Estate 
to the new boundary of Camden Valley Way. 

 

Recommendation 4 

As Gledswood  is listed on the Camden LEP, notification of the proposed 
impact to the property is required to be made to Camden Council as 
designated in State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) (2007).  
This is to provide written notice of the intention to carry out the road upgrade 
works to the Council outlining the impact to Gledswood. A copy of the heritage 
impact assessment, should be included in the notification. 

 

Recommendation 5 

New fencing and / or plantings to be installed between the boundary of the 
new road and the Gledswood estate, where possible, should follow the 
guidelines established in the Landscape Conservation Plan and road safety 
requirements, and should not impair the views to and from Gledswood Estate. 

 

In relation to site CA 5 - Raby, the following recommendations have been made 

 

Recommendation 6 

Consultation with the Heritage Council, Department of Planning, should be 
undertaken regarding the impact to the section of Riley's Creek within the 
heritage curtilage area of Raby prior to submission. 
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Recommendation 7 

An application to the Heritage Council for a  Section 60 permit to approve the 
works that will occur to Riley's Creek within the heritage curtilage area of Raby 
will be required.   

 

Recommendation 8 

As Raby  is listed on the Camden LEP, notification of the proposed impact to 
the property is required to be made to Camden Council as designated in State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) (2007).  This is to provide 
written notice of the intention to carry out the road upgrade works to the 
Council outlining the impact to Raby. A copy of the heritage impact 
assessment, should be included in the notification. 

 

Recommendation 9 

New fencing and / or plantings to be installed between the boundary of the 
new road and the property boundary of Raby, where possible, should follow 
the guidelines established in the Conservation Management Plan and road 
safety requirements. 

 

Recommendation 10 

A heritage management plan should be prepared detailing procedures to 
follow in the event of the discovery of archaeological features during 
excavation works within the section of land that will be acquired from Raby. 
This management plan should include details of the types of archaeological 
material that may be uncovered and procedures that should be followed in the 
event that relics are uncovered. 

 

Recommendation 11 

An archival photographic recording of the front of Raby should be undertaken 
before any works commence in the area.  The archival recording should 
conform to the standard as outlined in the “Photographic Recording of 
Heritage Items Using Film or Digital Capture” prepared by the Heritage 
Branch, Department of Planning. 

 

In relation to site CA 15 - Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal, the following 
recommendations have been made 

Recommendation 16 

An application for an Exemption to carry out the removal the proposed 
removal and replacement of the bridge must be made to the Heritage Council, 
Department of Planning, under S.57(3) of the Heritage Act, prior to the works 
commencing.   
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Recommendation 17 

Notification must be made to the NSW Heritage Council regarding the removal 
of the individual item from the Sydney Water Section 170 Heritage and 
Conservation Listing of the Upper Nepean Water Supply  Canal.  This must be 
done in consultation with Sydney Water prior to the notification to the Heritage 
Council. 

 

Recommendation 18 

As the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal is listed on the Liverpool LEP, 
notification of the proposed impact to the property is required to be made to 
Liverpool Council as designated in State Environmental Planning Policy 
(Infrastructure) (2007).  This is to provide written notice of the intention to carry 
out the road upgrade works to the Council outlining the impact to the Canal 
system. A copy of the heritage impact assessment, should be included in the 
notification. 

 

Recommendation 19 

An archival photographic recording of the Camden Valley Way road bridge 
over the Upper Nepean Canal should be undertaken before any works 
commence in the area.  The archival recording should conform to the standard 
as outlined in the “Photographic Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or 
Digital Capture” prepared by the Heritage Branch, Department of Planning. 

 

Recommendation 20 

A Heritage Management Plan should be prepared outlining significant 
elements of the Upper Nepean Water Supply Canal and suitable work 
methods around each item, should be prepared prior to works commencing.  
These methods should also be included in the area specific construction plan 
documents. 

 

In relation to Camden Valley Way, the following recommendations have been made 

Recommendation 24 

An archival photographic record of sections of the current Camden Valley Way 
should be undertaken before any works commence.  This recording should 
focus in areas where current boundaries adjacent to Camden Valley Way that 
are reflective of earlier 19th century boundaries that fronted on the road will be 
removed and setback from the current alignment.  The recording should also 
include the aesthetic aspects of the road in the section, particularly the current 
road alignment in association with the Remembrance Way plantings. 

The archival recording should conform to the standard as outlined in the 
“Photographic Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or Digital Capture” 
prepared by the Heritage Branch, Department of Planning.
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