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8. Conclusion

This chapter provides the justification for the proposal taking into account its biophysical, social and
economic impacts, the suitability of the site and whether or not the proposal is in the public interest. The
proposal is also considered in the context of the principles of ecologically sustainable development as
defined in Schedule 2 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000.

8.1 Justification
The proposal is part of a wider State Government initiative to upgrade Camden Valley Way from Bernera
Road, Prestons to Narellan Road, Narellan and is a vital item of infrastructure for facilitating the
development of the South West Growth Centre and other local development.

Camden Valley Way passes through several precincts that are to be developed within the new South
West Growth Centre.  The road will be the primary access to the residents and visitors of the growth
centre linking them to Camden, Liverpool, the M7 and the M5. As such, the proposal for Camden Valley
Way is an integral piece of infrastructure for the social and economic success strength of this future
growth area.  With this population growth, there is also a need for an upgrade of various regional
infrastructure.

The proposal involves the upgrade of the current 10.7 kilometre two-lane single carriageway to a four-
lane dual carriageway road with provision to expand to six lanes in the future from Cobbitty Road,
Harrington Park to Cowpasture Road, Horningsea Park to cater for this population growth.

While there would be some environmental impacts as a consequence of the proposal, they have been
avoided or minimised wherever possible through design and site-specific safeguards.

The beneficial effects listed in Section 6.16 are considered to outweigh the adverse impacts and risks
listed in Section 6.17 associated with the proposal.

8.2 Ecologically sustainable development
Australia's National Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable Development 1992 (NSESD 1992) defines
ecologically sustainable development (ESD) as “using, conserving and enhancing the community's
resources so that ecological processes, on which life depends, are maintained, and the total quality of
life, now and in the future, can be increased” (NSESD 1992).

Section 6(2) of the Protection of the Environment Administration Act 1991 outlines the principles of ESD
that must be considered. These principles include:

 The precautionary principle.

 Intergenerational and intragenerational equity.

 Conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity.

 Improved valuation and pricing of environmental resources.

These principles have been incorporated into the concept design and environmental assessment of the
proposal. The integration of these principles is discussed below.
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8.2.1 Precautionary principle

This principle states that “if there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of scientific certainty
should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation”.

Evaluation and assessment of alternative options have aimed to reduce the risk of serious and
irreversible impacts on the environment. Community consultation considered issues raised by the
community and a range of specialist studies were undertaken for key issues including Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal heritage, ecology, drainage, noise, traffic and urban design, to provide accurate and
impartial information to assist in the evaluation of options.

The detailed assessment of potential environmental impacts in the preparation of the concept design has
sought to minimise impacts on the urban and natural amenity of the study area, while maintaining
engineering feasibility and safety for all road users. A number of safeguards have been proposed to
minimise potential impacts. These safeguards would be implemented during construction and operation
of the proposal. No safeguards have been postponed as a result of lack of scientific certainty.

The selected construction Contractor would be required to prepare an Environment Management Plan
prior to commencing construction. This requirement would ensure that the proposed upgrade achieves a
high-level environmental performance. No mitigation measures or management mechanisms would be
postponed as a result of a lack of information.

8.2.2 Intergenerational equity

The principle states, “the present generation should ensure that the health, diversity and productivity of
the environment is maintained or enhanced for the benefit of future generations”.

The proposal would benefit future generations by ensuring that the proposed upgrade does not give rise
to long-term adverse impacts on the environment and potential impacts would be minimised by
implementation of appropriate safeguards. This would ensure that the principle of intergenerational
equity is not compromised.

Should the proposal not proceed, the principle of intergenerational equity may be compromised, as future
generations would inherit a lower level of service by the road transport network. Travel times and the
number of accidents would both increase along this section of the highway as the volume of traffic
increases over time.

The proposal would benefit future generations by ensuring that road safety is improved, with this being a
positive benefit for all road users.

8.2.3 Conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity

This principle states that the “diversity of genes, species, populations and communities, as well as the
ecosystems and habitats to which they belong, must be maintained and improved to ensure their
survival”.

A thorough assessment of the existing local environment has been undertaken in order to identify and
manage any potential impacts of the proposal on local biodiversity. Specific efforts have been taken at
the design stage of the proposal to minimise impacts upon the local biodiversity.

The proposal would impact Cumberland Plain Woodland and Pimelea spicata habitat. However, the
proposal would only impact upon the edge of vegetation patches and the works would not significantly



18521/19156/158260 Camden Valley Way upgrade between Cobbitty Road and Cowpasture Road
Review of Environmental Factors

fragment or isolate any existing large patches and would not compromise biological diversity or
ecological integrity. Similarly, impacts to fauna species are not considered to be significant. The proposal
is not considered to significantly impact on biological diversity and ecological integrity. An ecological
assessment and appropriate site-specific safeguards are provided in Section 6.6 and Appendix H of this
REF.

Site selection criteria for site compounds and stockpile areas have also been listed in 3.5.1, listing
measures to minimise impacts to biodiversity. Constraints mapping prepared for the concept design
phase is being updated to assist with the detailed design phase and will include constraints along the
corridor identified in specialist studies undertaken for this REF.

8.2.4 Improved valuation, pricing and incentive mechanisms

This principle requires that “costs to the environment should be factored into the economic costs of a
project”.

The REF has examined the environmental consequences of the proposal and identified mitigation
measures for areas which have the potential to experience adverse impacts. Requirements imposed in
terms of implementation of these mitigation measures would result in an economic cost to the RTA. The
implementation of mitigation measures would increase both the capital and operating costs of the
proposal. This signifies that environmental resources have been given appropriate valuation.

The concept design for the proposal has been developed with an objective of minimising potential
impacts on the surrounding environment.  This indicates that the concept design for the proposal has
been developed with an environmental objective in mind.

8.3 Conclusion
The proposal involves upgrading the 10.7 kilometre stretch of Camden Valley Way between Cobbitty
Road, Harrington Park and Cowpasture Road, Horningsea Park from a two-lane to four-lane divided
road. The sign posted vehicle speed limit would be 80 km/h. A two metre wide shoulder and a three
metre wide off-road shared pedestrian and cyclist path on the western side of the road is also proposed.

The proposal would improve safety for motorists and pedestrians by reducing the number of turning
movements, separating opposing traffic flows and providing turning bays at intersections. Access and
safety for cyclists and pedestrians would also be improved by providing an off-road path The road
upgrade would improve travel times by: reducing traffic congestion; improving access to the Westlink M7
Motorway (M7) and M5 South West Motorway (M5); improving access and travel times for road freight;
and providing bus priority capability at traffic lights. The proposal would also improve landscaping.

The proposal is associated with some potential adverse impacts and risks on the natural and social
environment. This REF found that the proposal would not have a significant impact upon the endangered
ecological community of Cumberland Plain Woodland and habitat of the threatened flora species
Pimelea spicata. Details of these impacts and the site-specific safeguards are provided in Section 6.6.

Ten Aboriginal heritage sites would be impacted or partially impacted by the proposal. Conservation of
Aboriginal cultural heritage sites would occur, where possible, in the detailed design of the road and
continued consultation would occur with Aboriginal stakeholders. Appropriate site-specific safeguards are
outlined in Table 7.1
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This REF has identified other adverse impacts, including traffic and access, water quality and noise.
These impacts would be largely limited to the construction stage of the proposal and would be managed
through the implementation of site-specific safeguards provided in Table 7.1.

Appendix A of this REF outlines consideration of the Clause 228 factors and matters of national
environmental significance, concluding that the proposal would not have a significant impact on any of
these matters.

The proposal has considered the environmental and social impacts of the proposal throughout the REF,
and concludes that the beneficial impacts are considered to outweigh the adverse impacts associated
with the proposal.
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