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Nepean River Green Bridge community update
The NSW Government is planning to build a new 
5 metre wide walking and cycling connection 
between Penrith and Emu Plains. Following 
the preferred bridge design being selected, the 
eastern approach to the bridge is being relocated 
to be within the old Log Cabin site and the curve 
of the bridge is being refined.

Background
Planning for the new bridge commenced in 
May 2012 when Transport for NSW commissioned 
a transport study to identify the most suitable 
location for the bridge. In September 2012 
Roads and Maritime Services sought feedback 
on three possible bridge designs. In response 
to issues raised by the local community, the 
NSW Government revisited the designs and chose 
the KI Studio truss bridge as best addressing the 
issues raised. This includes a wide clear span 
underneath the bridge for rowing activities.

The new bridge would:

• Connect the river with Penrith City Centre 
and the suburbs of Penrith and Emu Plains

• Be a destination and create opportunities 
for people to engage with the river

• Provide an iconic bridge that  
distinguishes Penrith

• Optimise views of the Nepean River and 
Victoria Bridge

• Respect the historic setting and place

• Provide a crossing that is flood free, 
comfortable and safe to use

• Be practical to construct and cost effective

• Be sensitive to adjacent residents’ privacy.

New location for the eastern approach
Ongoing consultation has confirmed the opportunity 
of integrating the eastern approach to the bridge 
with the old Log Cabin site, further away from 
residential properties. 

Locating the Penrith side of the bridge in the Log 
Cabin site would:

• Remove the access from being directly adjacent 
to residents

• Reduce the heritage impact of the project

• Reduce the impact on the existing lookout and 
foreshore walkway

• Enhance the safety, access, and public space 
around the bridge

• Improve views of the new bridge from 
Penrith City and streets

• Address site constraints of other locations.
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The curve of the bridge
As part of the development of the design, the 
curvature of the bridge structure has evolved to 
provide a softer and more sculptural appearance 
that responds to desired view corridors. 

The curved alignment also relates to the river 
typology, including the river floodplain to the north, 
the Great Western Highway and railway  
line alignments.

Possible viewing deck detail on the bridge

Bridge structure and colour
The superstructure is based on a Warren type truss 
bridge that is as simple as possible and minimises 
bulk. The truss design retains a similar built form to 
the nearby railway bridge. The piers are conceived 
in a ‘V’ shape to reflect the triangle of the structure 
and minimise the bulk of the pier whilst retaining a 
sculptural quality.

The proposed colour for the superstructure was 
influenced by the colours of the surrounding natural 
and built environment. The colour of the bridge 
was inspired by the ochre tones of the piers of the 
Victoria and railway bridges and by the natural 
sandstone geology of the area. 

It also makes an historic reference to the orange 
orchards that used to be located on the Emu Plains 
side of the river bank.

Due to the structural character of the bridge, the 
ochre tones of the superstructure enhance the 
curvature and celebrate the crossing.

Next steps
RMS is finalising the concept design that will 
address the curvature and new location of the 
eastern approach. A review of environmental 
factors to assess the impact of the bridge will also 
be undertaken.
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For further enquires
Please contact: RMS Community Engagement  
via email nepeanbridge@rms.nsw.gov.au  
or phone 1800 822 486.

© Roads and Maritime Services
Privacy: Roads and Maritime Services (“RMS”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (“PPIP Act”) which requires 
that we comply with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the PPIP Act.

All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of this proposal. The information received, 
including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in the 
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