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Have your say – Nepean River Green Bridge
The NSW Government is planning to build a new pedestrian and cyclist bridge spanning the Nepean River 

between Penrith and Emu Plains. Roads and Maritime Services has the proposed design and Review of  

Environmental Factors on display for community comment until Friday 17 October 2014.

Benefits of  the project
The new bridge would:

• Provide a pedestrian and cyclist connection between 
Penrith City Centre and Emu Plains

• Be a destination and create opportunities for people 
to engage with the river

• Optimise views of  the Nepean River and 
Victoria Bridge

• Respect the historic setting and place of  the area

• Minimise impact on rowers using the river

• Provide a crossing that is flood proof, comfortable  
and safe to use

• Be practical to construct and cost effective

• Be sensitive to adjacent resident’s privacy

Review of Environmental Factors 
and concept design – Have your say
The proposed design and a Review of  Environmental 
Factors for Nepean River Green Bridge between 
Penrith and Emu Plains are on display until 
Friday 17 October 2014 and can be viewed at 
www.rms.gov.au/roadprojects – search for Nepean 
River Green Bridge.

Written comments are invited until Friday 17 October 2014 
and should be sent to:

Nepean River Green Bridge Project Team 
Roads and Maritime Services 
PO Box 973 
Parramatta CBD NSW 2124

Or email your comments to: 
nepeanbridge@rms.nsw.gov.au

Details of  community information sessions and display 
locations are on the back page of  this update.

Indicative only subject to detailed design

Have your say!
See inside for more details



Background
Planning for the new bridge started in May 2012 when 
Transport for NSW commissioned a study to identify 
the most suitable location. In September 2012 Roads 
and Maritime sought feedback on three possible bridge 
designs. In response to community feedback, the NSW 
Government revisited the designs and decided on a 
truss bridge. 

The proposed design would see Nepean River Green 
Bridge as the longest pedestrian bridge in New South 
Wales and the sixth longest bridge span in New South 
Wales behind the Sydney Harbour Bridge, Anzac 
Bridge, Gladesville Bridge, the Mooney Mooney Creek 
Bridge on the M1 Pacific Motorway, and the Rip Bridge 
at Woy Woy. 

Location chosen for the new bridge
Following the selection of  the preferred bridge design, 
the eastern approach to the bridge has been moved 
to be within the Log Cabin site, further away from 
residential properties. The western abutment is located 
in Punt Road within the existing road reserve. 

Locating the Penrith side of  the bridge in the Log Cabin 
site would:

• Move the access away from residential properties

• Enhance safety, access and public space around 
the bridge

• Reduce the impact on the existing lookout and 
foreshore walkway

• Reduce the heritage impact of  the project

• Improve views of  the new bridge from Penrith City 
and streets

• Address site constraints of  other locations.
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LOCATION MAP

Key
1. Nepean River

2. Victoria Bridge and 
Railway Bridge

3. Nepean Rowing Club

4. Old Log Cabin site

5. Residential East Bank

6. Old Lagoon

7. Riverbank Parklands

8. Historic Buildings 
Emu Hall

9. North Riverbank 
Foreshore Parklands

10. Central Open Space

11. Residential  
– Penrith

12. Nepean River 
Holiday Village

13. Residential  
– Emu Plains

14. Regatta Park

15. Emu Plains Riverfront



NEPEAN RIVER GREEN BRIDGE ELEVATION
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The bridge structure and colour 
The development of  the design aims to create a bridge 
structure that not only serves as a river crossing for 
pedestrians and cyclists but also as a landmark for the 
area. It would create a variety of  spaces for people 
to meet, linger, and experience the river from different 
vantage points. The curvature of  the bridge structure 
has evolved to provide a softer and more sculptural 
appearance. It also relates to the river typology, 
including the river floodplain to the north, the Great 
Western Highway and railway corridor alignments.

The bridge structure is designed in three distinctive 
components; the main span across the waterway, the 
eastern abutment and the western approach.

The main span’s superstructure is based on a Warren 
Type truss in a triangulated configuration. This keeps 
the design as simple as possible and minimises the 
bulk of  the structure. The triangulated cross section 
gives the structure an abstract maritime flair and 
unique character.

The railings are inspired by the hull shape of  row  
boats, creating a seamless ‘rolling’ effect between 
deck and railing. 

The piers are conceived in a ‘V’ shape to reflect the 
triangular structure of  the design and minimise bulk 
while retaining a sculptural quality.

The proposed colour for the superstructure was 
influenced by the surrounding natural and built 
environment. It was inspired by the ochre tones of  the 
piers of  the Victoria and railway bridges and by the 
natural sandstone geology of  the area.

It is also an historic reference to the orange orchards 
that were located on the Emu Plains side of  the 
river bank.
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Nepean River Green Bridge view from western bank Typical cross section

Cross section of  shade canopy
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Key features of  the bridge design
• A new boardwalk built at the base of  the eastern 

abutment to maintain existing connectivity along 
the river front track between Old Ferry Road and 
the Nepean Rowing Club. The boardwalk would be 
built as a deck and a seating platform. This deck 
could then be used for ceremonies relating to the 
rowing club, while also adding interest to the Great 
River Walk

• Curved timber railings have been designed to create 
a seamless ‘rolling’ effect between the deck and 
railing. This design was inspired by the hull shape 
of  row boats

• The decks extending out from the main walkway of  
the bridge would be timber to introduce warmth, 
texture and variety. These decks would be extended 
past the main superstructure in a triangulated 
fashion similar to the oar eyelets of  competitive 
row boats. These extended areas would provide 
a variety of  spaces and places for viewing and 
seating purposes

• Three shade canopies are included in the design  
at key locations to provide comfort for people using 
the bridge and would be located at the terrace,  
mid-span balcony and the eastern abutment end of  
the bridge.

More information about these key features is outlined 
in the urban design and landscape description of  the 
Review of  Environmental Factors in section 3.0.

Frequently asked questions
Why can’t you widen Victoria Bridge?

The ability to widen Victoria Bridge is limited because 
of  its age and structural integrity. The bridge is listed 
on the NSW State Heritage Register, so any work would 
also require approval.

Why can’t you build another road bridge with a 
shared path instead?

Building an additional vehicular crossing would have a 
greater impact on residential and heritage properties in 
or around the current location.

Why was this design selected?

Following public consultation the final design was 
recommended by the Government Architect’s Office 
based on meeting the project objectives. 

The bridge is expected to be a landmark that 
represents the unique qualities of  the local environment 
and the history of  the area.

The colour of  the bridge pays homage to orange 
orchards which used to grow in the surrounding area 
and reflects the sandstone piers of  Victoria Bridge. The 
location is representative of  previous river crossings.

The 4.6 metre wide bridge design requires a wide clear 
span across the river to minimise impact on the rowing 
course on the Nepean River. This requirement is difficult 
to meet with other design options.

How does this fit in with the Long Term Transport 
Master Plan for NSW?

The Nepean River Green Bridge has been identified by 
Transport for NSW as an opportunity to connect Emu 
Plains with the Penrith CBD for cyclists and pedestrians. 
The Nepean River Green Bridge is part of  the cycling 
program managed by Transport for NSW and is a 
commitment towards meeting NSW 2021 targets for 
healthier, safer connected communities.

Will I be able to do the Bridge to Bridge Walk 
during construction?

Once the project is approved a temporary pedestrian 
walkway will be provided around the construction site for 
the Bridge to Bridge Walk and the Great River Walk.

Aerial view of  the bridges looking south west

Aerial view of  the bridges looking east

Side platform
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Community information sessions
Roads and Maritime values your views about the project 
and will host two community information sessions on the 
Nepean River Green Bridge. A formal presentation will 
not be given so please feel free to drop by at any time 
during these sessions.

Melrose Hall  
Corner Great Western Highway and Park Street, 
Emu Plains 
Thursday 9 October 2014 
from 4pm to 7pm

Penrith Valley Inn 
Corner Great Western Highway and  
Memorial Avenue, Penrith 
Saturday 11 October 2014 
from 10am to 2pm 

Infrastructure projects being 
planned for the area
Jane Street

In 2013 the Federal and State governments committed 
$35 million each toward developing and constructing 
road improvements at Jane Street and Mulgoa  
Road, Penrith.

Roads and Maritime has started planning for the 
proposed project and is considering design options.  
An Options Report is being prepared and is expected 
to be available on the Roads and Maritime project 
website later this year.

What happens next

Front elevation

View of  walking platformTerrace on southern side of  bridge

Back elevation

Emu Plains PenrithPenrith Emu Plains

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION ON BRIDGE LOCATION

BRIDGE LOCATION DETERMINED

BRIDGE DESIGN OPTIONS DISPLAYED FOR  
COMMUNITY COMMENT

PREFERRED BRIDGE DESIGN SELECTED

FINALISE CONCEPT DESIGN AND CARRY OUT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 
AND CONCEPT DESIGN DISPLAYED FOR 

COMMUNITY COMMENT

REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS DECISION AND 
ROADS AND MARITIME RESPONSE TO SUBMISSIONS

APPROVAL TO PROCEED

SITE PREPARATION AND DETAILED DESIGN

CONSTRUCTION

WE 
ARE 
HERE
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What happens next?
All comments received will be considered in finalising 
the project design. If  there are further changes to the 
design the community will be informed.

A Submissions Report summarising issues raised 
during this consultation and responses to each issue will 
be available later this year.

Roads and Maritime will continue to liaise with the 
community throughout the project.

How to receive a copy of  the 
Review of  Environmental Factors
This document can be downloaded, at no 
cost, from the Roads and Maritime website at 
rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects – search for 
Nepean River Green Bridge.

You can request a CD copy by contacting the project team 
on 1800 733 084 or email nepeanbridge@rms.nsw.gov.au

Display location
The Review of  Environmental Factors is available to view 
or download from the Roads and Maritime website at 
rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects. Alternatively you can visit 
the following location until Friday 17 October 2014 at:

Penrith City Library 
601 High Street 
Corner of  High Street and Castlereagh Road 
Penrith

Have your say
Written comments are invited until Friday 17 October 
2014 and should be sent to:

Nepean River Green Bridge Project Team 
Roads and Maritime Services 
PO Box 973 
PARRAMATTA CBD NSW 2124

Or email your comments to: 
nepeanbridge@rms.nsw.gov.au

© Roads and Maritime Services

Privacy: Your personal information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of  assisting in the assessment of  the proposal. All 
information received, including names and addresses of  respondents, may be published in subsequent assessment documents unless a clear 
indication is given in the correspondence that such information is not to be published. Otherwise Roads and Maritime will only disclose your 
personal information, without your consent, if  authorised by law. Your personal information will be held by Roads and Maritime at 27 Argyle Street, 
Parramatta NSW 2150. You have the right to access and correct the information if  you believe that it is incorrect.

For further enquiries 
Please contact the Nepean River Green Bridge project team on: 
T 1800 733 084 | E nepeanbridge@rms.nsw.gov.au
More information is available at rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects
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• elemental chlorine free • pulp derived from sustainably managed sources.
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