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Background 

Q: What is the Pitt Town bypass proposal? 

Roads and Maritime Services is proposing a bypass of Pitt Town to reduce traffic through the town 

centre and improve traffic flow and safety for road users. The proposal involves extending Pitt Town 

Road past Bathurst Street onto Cattai Road, east of Eldon Street. 

Q: What’s happened so far? 

A bypass of Pitt Town in Sydney’s North West has been under consideration for over 60 years. Roads 

and Maritime recently started early planning work to progress the proposal as a result of residential 

development to the north of Pitt Town. 

Q: Why is a bypass needed? 

Early investigations have shown that if a bypass of Pitt Town had already been built, it would be used by 

about 7,500 vehicles per day. These vehicles are currently traveling through the centre of Pitt Town. A 

bypass is needed to help improve safety for road users and reduce congestion through the town centre. 

The local community has previously expressed concern about heavy vehicle traffic travelling through the 

township past shops, schools and community facilities. Concerns have also been raised about the 

anecdotal road crash history in the town centre. 

Key features and benefits 

Q: What are the key features of the proposal? 

The key features of the proposal include: 

 Extending Pitt Town Road past Bathurst Street onto Cattai Road, east of Eldon Street 

 Installing a new intersection with traffic lights at Eldon Street and Old Pitt Town Road 

 Closing access to Buckingham Street from Cattai Road. Motorists would access Buckingham 

Street via the proposed new intersection at Eldon Street and Old Pitt Town Road 

 Providing new crossings of Hortons Creek 

 Installing a new intersection at Pitt Town Road/Bathurst Street and Glebe Road. 

We have developed two strategic options for the proposed new intersection at Pitt Town Road/Bathurst 

Street and Glebe Road including: 

 Option 1 – A new two lane roundabout 

 Option 2 – A new four way intersection with traffic lights. 
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Q: What are the benefits of the proposal? 

The benefits of the proposed bypass would include: 

 Reduced traffic volumes through the centre of Pitt Town 

 More reliable travel times on Pitt Town Road and Cattai Road 

 Improved safety for road users 

 Improved access for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Q: How would the proposal improve access for pedestrians and cyclists? 

Roads and Maritime would provide shared path facilities for pedestrians and cyclists as part of the 

proposed bypass. Options for a shared path along the bypass would be examined during the concept 

design phase. 

Q: How would the proposal improve safety? 

The proposal would improve safety: 

 Reducing traffic volumes through the centre of Pitt Town, including heavy vehicle traffic 

 Providing a new roundabout or intersection with traffic lights at Pitt Town Road/Bathurst Street 

and Glebe Road and a new intersection with traffic lights at Eldon Street and Old Pitt Town Road 

 Providing shared path facilities along the bypass for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Design 

Q: What are the differences between the two options for the Pitt Town Road/Bathurst Street and 
Glebe Road intersection? 

The roundabout option would provide equal priority for all four approaches to the intersection. With the 

traffic light option, the phasing could be adjusted to give priority depending on traffic volumes. Both 

options are acceptable from a traffic and safety perspective. 

Q: Why isn’t a roundabout being considered for the new intersection at Eldon Street and Old Pitt 
Town Road? 

The intersection at Eldon Street and Old Pitt Town Road is within land previously acquired by Roads and 

Maritime as part of a road reservation. A roundabout option for this intersection would require additional 

property acquisition. The proposed new traffic lights would allow the phasing to be adjusted to give 

priority depending on traffic volumes. However, if considered beneficial by the community and 

acceptable to nearby property owners, a roundabout option could be considered in the next stage of 

project development. 

Q: Would I be able to access the proposed bypass from Buckingham Street? 

No. The existing direct access to Buckingham Street from Cattai Road would be closed due to traffic and 

safety reasons. Motorists would instead need to access Buckingham Street via the new intersection at 

Eldon Street and Old Pitt Town Road. 
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Impacts 

Q: Would any properties be impacted by the proposal? 

Yes. Roads and Maritime previously acquired land for the proposed Pitt Town bypass corridor as part of 

a road reservation in the 1990s. Three additional properties would need to be partially acquired to 

complete the corridor. 

We are liaising directly with the affected property owners about the potential impacts of the proposal and 

will keep them informed as it progresses. 

Q: Would the proposed bypass be impacted by flooding? 

The bypass would be designed to a high level of flood immunity, taking into consideration its role in 

emergency evacuation planning. Further studies would be carried out during design development to 

determine the level of flood immunity required and ensure any impact to nearby properties is minimised. 

Q: How would noise impacts during operation be managed? 

Roads and Maritime recognises that considering noise at the start of a project can minimise or avoid 

noise impacts and the cost of mitigation. If the proposal proceeds to the environmental assessment 

phase, we would investigate the potential for noise impacts during operation. If noise impacts are 

identified, Roads and Maritime prefers mitigation measures to be applied within the road corridor such as 

noise walls. Where this is not possible, measures such as at-property treatment would then be 

considered. 

Q: Would the proposed bypass have any impact on the environment? 

The proposal is expected to have a minimal adverse impact on the environment. If the proposal 

proceeds to the environmental assessment phase, we would investigate any impacts to the environment 

and outline measures to reduce these impacts. This would include assessments of tree and vegetation 

removal and expected impacts to Hortons Creek. 

Q: Would the proposed bypass reduce the amount of passing trade in Pitt Town? 

While the bypass would reduce traffic volumes through the centre of Pitt Town, it would provide better 

connections to Pitt Town and surrounds and make it easier for motorists travelling to the town centre. If 

the proposal proceeds to the environmental assessment phase, we would investigate the expected 

impacts to local businesses in Pitt Town and outline measures to minimise these impacts where 

possible. 

Consultation 

Q: Why is feedback being invited? 

Roads and Maritime is inviting community and stakeholder feedback on the Pitt Town bypass proposal 

to gather ideas to help inform the decision-making process. We will consider all comments in finalising 

the preferred option for the proposal. 
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Q: How do I provide feedback? 

Roads and Maritime is seeking community and stakeholder feedback by Friday 17 June. Written 

comments should be sent to: 

Email: pitttownbypass@rms.nsw.gov.au 

Mail: Pitt Town bypass 

 Roads and Maritime Services 

 PO Box 973, Parramatta CBD NSW 2124 

Next steps 

Q: What happens next? 

Following the consultation period, Roads and Maritime will prepare a consultation report outlining the 

feedback received and our responses. Responses will be provided to everyone who makes a 

submission. 

After a preferred option for the bypass is confirmed, we would then carry out work to refine the concept 

design and prepare an environmental assessment. Timings for the next stages of the project are not 

currently known. 

We will continue to keep the community informed as the proposal progresses. 

Q: How can I find out more information? 

For more information about the project, please contact: 

Phone:  1800 793 862 

Email: pitttownbypass@rms.nsw.gov.au 

Post: Pitt Town bypass 

PO Box 973, Parramatta NSW 2124 

Web: www.rms.nsw.gov.au/pitttownbypass 


