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Clause 228 Checklist 

The following factors, listed in Clause 228(2) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 

2000, are required to be considered to assess the likely impacts of the proposal on the natural and built 

environment. 

Factor Impact 

a. Any environmental impact on a community? 

Construction of the proposal would result in short-term negative traffic and noise 
impacts to the local community as discussed in chapter 6. Potential traffic impacts 
include an increase in the volume of heavy vehicles, changes in speed limits and 
local traffic changes. Construction noise impacts would be managed by adopting 
feasible and reasonable noise management measures identified in the DECCW 
Interim Construction Noise Guideline (2009) in order to reduce noise levels as much 
as practicable during construction. 

Long-term positive impacts would include an increase in the road capacity, 
improved safety for all road users and improved opportunities for access within the 
North West Growth Centre.  

 

Short-term 
negative 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Long-term  
positive 

b. Any transformation of a locality? 

The proposal would transform the locality by introducing two new bridges and 
widening Schofields Road from two lanes to four. 

This transformation would be moderate however in the long-term would be in 
character with the surrounding land use development that will occur as part of the 
North West Growth Centre.  

Visual impacts of the proposal on the locality would be reduced through the 
implementation of safeguards and management measures outlined in chapter 7. 

 

Long-term 
minor negative 

c. Any environmental impact on the ecosystems of the locality? 

The proposal would remove about 4.76 hectares of native vegetation, of which 0.37 
hectares are within non-certified areas. This habitat is potentially foraging and 
breeding habitat for threatened fauna however it is considered to be marginal due to 
the highly modified nature of this vegetation.  

The proposal would remove 168 Juniper-leaved Grevillea. Within non-certified 
areas, the proposal would remove 24 individuals and 0.07 ha of potential habitat. 
The seven-part test prepared for this species concluded that the proposal is unlikely 
to have a significant impact. 

The proposal would have minimal impacts to flora and fauna during operation such 
as indirect noise impacts and the risk of vehicles striking fauna. 

The removal of vegetation within biocertified areas has in principle been offset in 
the North West Growth Centre planning process. A biodiversity offset strategy 
would be developed in consultation with the Strategies and Land Release section of 
Department of Planning and Infrastructure and the Office of Environment and 
Heritage/ Environment Protection Authority for areas of native vegetation to be 
cleared within non certified areas. 

 

Long-term 
negative 
 
 

 

Long-term 
minor negative 
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Factor Impact 

d. Any reduction of the aesthetic, recreational, scientific or other 
environmental quality or value of a locality? 

During construction, the proposal would result in a reduction in the aesthetic quality 
of the locality as a result of dust generation, noise, visual and traffic movements. 
These impacts would be minimised through implementation of the management 
measures and safeguards outlined in chapter 7. 

The proposal would result in a minor reduction in the aesthetic quality of the locality 
due to the removal of vegetation and the increase in road infrastructure. Visual and 
noise impacts would be minimised through the implementation of safeguards 
outlined in chapter 7. Overall amenity in the vicinity of the proposal is not 
considered to be substantially reduced as a result of the proposal.  

 
 

Short-term 
negative 
 
 

 

Long-term  
minor negative 

e. Any effect on a locality, place or building having aesthetic, 
anthropological, archaeological, architectural, cultural, historical, scientific or 
social significance or other special value for present or future generations? 

The proposal would impact on two Aboriginal cultural heritage sites as discussed in 
section 6.5. A whole of site Aboriginal heritage impact permit would be obtained 
prior to impacting this item. No non-Aboriginal heritage items would be impacted. 

 
 
 

Long-term 
negative 

f. Any impact on the habitat of protected fauna (within the meaning of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974)? 

The proposal would remove about 4.76 hectares of native vegetation, of which 0.37 
hectares are within non-certified areas which is potentially foraging and breeding 
habitat for threatened fauna. Due to the modified and urban environment of the 
proposal site, the potential for protected species to use this area is reduced. 
Impacts on protected fauna habitat would further be minimised through the 
implementation of the safeguards and management measures in section 6.2.4. The 
removal of vegetation within biocertified areas has in principle been offset in the 
NWGC planning process. A biodiversity offset strategy would be developed in 
consultation with the Strategies and Land Release section of Department of 
Planning and Infrastructure and the Office of Environment and Heritage/ 
Environment Protection Authority for areas of native vegetation to be cleared within 
non-certified areas. 

 
 

Long-term 
minor negative 

g. Any endangering of any species of animal, plant or other form of life, 
whether living on land, in water or in the air? 

The proposal would remove 168 Juniper-leaved Grevillea. Within non-certified 
areas, the proposal would remove 24 individuals and 0.07 ha of potential habitat. 
The seven-part test prepared for this species concluded that the proposal is unlikely 
to have a significant impact. 

 
 

Long-term 
neutral 

h. Any long-term effects on the environment? 

Long-term positive impacts would include an increase in the road capacity, improve 
safety for all road users and improved opportunities for access within the North 
West Growth Centre. 

Minor negative long-term impacts are expected such as noise impacts and the 
removal of vegetation however these impacts would be minimised through the 
implementation of the management measures and safeguards outlined in chapter 7. 

 

Long-term  
positive 
 
 

Long-term 
minor negative 
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i. Any degradation of the quality of the environment? 

The proposal would require the removal of some vegetation along the Schofields 
Road corridor. The site would be rehabilitated post-construction which would reduce 
the risk of long-term degradation to the environment. Safeguards would be 
implemented during construction to prevent the spread of noxious weeds. 

Water quality during construction could be reduced as a result of pollutants such as 
sediment, soil nutrients and waste entering drainage lines and creeks particularly 
during high rain events. Spillage of fuel during refuelling and leakage of hydraulic 
and lubricating oil from plant and equipment or rinse water from plant washing and 
concrete slurries would also have the potential to enter drainage lines. During 
construction, temporary mitigation measures would be implemented to reduce the 
potential impacts to water quality, including the installation of temporary sediment 
retention basins (refer chapter 7). 

During operation, stormwater run-off from the proposal may impact on receiving 
watercourses. Water quality improvement measures would include stormwater 
conveyance swales at road drainage outlets and within the depressed median. 

Air quality, noise and traffic impacts would result from the construction phase. 
These impacts would be minimised through the implementation of safeguards 
outlined in chapter 7. 

 

Short-term 
negative 

 

Long-term 
nil 

j. Any risk to the safety of the environment? 

There is potential for road safety to be decreased during construction due to the 
need for works on existing roads. Traffic management safeguards outline in 
chapter 7, including the preparation of a traffic management plan which would 
address safety risks. 

The proposal would improve road safety during operation as the proposal would 
reduce the potential for conflict between vehicles and other road users. 

 

Short-term 
potential 
negative 
 
 

Long-term 
minor positive 

k. Any reduction in the range of beneficial uses of the environment? 

The proposal would result in the acquisition of private property reducing the 
potential uses of this land as discussed in section 3.8.  

During construction, minor traffic impacts due to an increase in heavy vehicle 
movements and interruptions to traffic flow would temporarily reduce the beneficial 
use of the local road network.  

 

Long-term 
minor negative 

l. Any pollution of the environment? 

The proposal would result in minor short-term air pollution from plant and machinery 
and the generation of dust during construction. 

There is potential for chemical and fuel spills to occur during construction. The risk 
of spills would be managed through the implementation of the safeguards and 
management measures outlined in section 6.3.3.  

 

Short-term 
negative 

Long-term 
nil 
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Factor Impact 

m. Any environmental problems associated with the disposal of waste? 

It is not considered that there would be any contaminated waste as a result of the 
proposal however a Phase 2 Contamination assessment is required at the removed 
substation site. Other waste streams generated during construction are common 
and would pose no difficulty in their disposal. Waste would be recycled wherever 
possible. 

 

Nil 

n. Any increased demands on resources (natural or otherwise) that are, or 
are likely to become, in short supply? 

All resources required for the proposal are readily available and are not in short 
supply. 

 
 

Nil 

o. Any cumulative environmental effect with other existing or likely future 
activities? 

The proposal is part of a series of road upgrades planned for the entire eight 
kilometre length of Schofields Road. Additionally, development of the North West 
Growth Centre includes major residential development, other major road upgrades 
locally including Richmond Road upgrade, construction of new local roads and town 
centres, construction of the North West Rail Link and major utility works all located 
in close proximity to the proposal.  

The cumulative impact of these developments when combined with the proposal, 
include noise and vibration, traffic and access, dust, visual amenity and air quality 
impacts. The potential impacts would be managed through the implementation of 
the project specific management measures and safeguards outlined in chapter 7.  

The cumulative effect of upgrading transport infrastructure in the north-west Sydney 
region would have a long-term positive cumulative impact by catering for future road 
capacity and improving road safety, which is consistent with the Metropolitan 
Transport Plan.  

 

Short-term 
negative 

Long-term 
positive 
 

 

p.  Any impact on coastal processes and coastal hazards, including those 
under projected climate change conditions. 

The proposal is not located within a coastal area and therefore would not result in 
any impact on coastal processes and coastal hazards. 

 
 

Nil 
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Matters of National Environmental Significance 

Under the environmental assessment provisions of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999, the following Matters of National Environmental Significance are required to be 

considered to assist in determining whether the proposal should be referred to the Australian 

Government Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. 

Factor Impact 

a. Any impact on a World Heritage property? 

The proposal would not have any impact on a World Heritage property.  

 

Nil 

b. Any impact on a National Heritage place? 

The proposal would not have any impact on a National Heritage place.  

 

Nil 

c. Any impact on a wetland of international importance? 

The proposal would not have any impact on a wetland of international 
importance.  

 

Nil 

d. Any impact on a listed threatened species or communities? 

The proposal would remove about 2.66 hectares of CEEC native 
vegetation, of which 0.07 hectares are within non-certified areas. 

Tests of significance were completed for the 0.07 hectares of CEEC 
Cumberland Plain Woodland within non-certified area and potential impact 
to Green and Golden Bell Frog, Grey-headed Flying-fox and Spiked Rice-
flower.  All concluded that the proposal was unlikely to have a significant 
impact. 

No referral is required. 

 

Negative 

e. Any impacts on listed migratory species? 

The proposal is considered unlikely to impact upon migratory species due 
to the lack of suitable habitat in the vicinity of the proposal. 

 

Nil 

f. Any impact on a Commonwealth marine area? 

The proposal would not have any impact on a Commonwealth marine 
area.  

 

Nil 

g. Does the proposal involve a nuclear action (including uranium 
mining)? 

The proposal does not involve a nuclear action. 

 

Nil 

h. Does the proposal have any impact on the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park? 

The proposal is not located near the Great Barrier Reef. 

Nil 

I. Additionally, any impact (direct or indirect) on Commonwealth 
land? 

No Commonwealth land occurs within the proposal site. The proposal 
would therefore not directly impact Commonwealth land, and is unlikely to 
indirectly impact Commonwealth land. 

 

Nil 
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