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IMPORTANT NOTE 

Apart from fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism, or review as permitted under the Copyright 
Act, no part of this report, its attachments or appendices may be reproduced by any process without the written consent 
of RPS Australia East Pty Ltd. All enquiries should be directed to RPS Australia East Pty Ltd. 

We have prepared this report for the sole purposes of Roads and Maritime Services (“Client”) for the specific purpose of 
only for which it is supplied (“Purpose”). This report is strictly limited to the purpose and the facts and matters stated in it 
and does not apply directly or indirectly and will not be used for any other application, purpose, use or matter.  

In preparing this report we have made certain assumptions. We have assumed that all information and documents 
provided to us by the Client or as a result of a specific request or enquiry were complete, accurate and up-to-date. Where 
we have obtained information from a government register or database, we have assumed that the information is 
accurate. Where an assumption has been made, we have not made any independent investigations with respect to the 
matters the subject of that assumption. We are not aware of any reason why any of the assumptions are incorrect. 

This report is presented without the assumption of a duty of care to any other person (other than the Client) (“Third 
Party”). The report may not contain sufficient information for the purposes of a Third Party or for other uses. Without the 
prior written consent of RPS Australia East Pty Ltd: 

(a) this report may not be relied on by a Third Party; and 

(b) RPS Australia East Pty Ltd will not be liable to a Third Party for any loss, damage, liability or claim arising out of or 
incidental to a Third Party publishing, using or relying on the facts, content, opinions or subject matter contained in 
this report.  

If a Third Party uses or relies on the facts, content, opinions or subject matter contained in this report with or without the 
consent of RPS Australia East Pty Ltd, RPS Australia East Pty Ltd disclaims all risk and the Third Party assumes all risk 
and releases and indemnifies and agrees to keep indemnified RPS Australia East Pty Ltd from any loss, damage, claim 
or liability arising directly or indirectly from the use of or reliance on this report. 

In this note, a reference to loss and damage includes past and prospective economic loss, loss of profits, damage to 
property, injury to any person (including death) costs and expenses incurred in taking measures to prevent, mitigate or 
rectify any harm, loss of opportunity, legal costs, compensation, interest and any other direct, indirect, consequential or 
financial or other loss. 
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Executive summary 
Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) is proposing to upgrade approximately 2.4 kilometres of 
The Horsley Drive between the M7 Motorway and Cowpasture Road, Horsley Park (the proposal). The 
proposed road upgrade works extend across the suburbs of Abbotsbury, Bossley Park, Horsley Park and 
Wetherill Park. 

This Socio-Economic Impact Assessment (SEIA) has been prepared to support the Environmental 
Investigation Report (EIR) currently being completed for the proposal. The SEIA identifies likely social and 
economic impacts during the construction and operational phases of the proposal, and identifies mitigation 
measures to address negative impacts. 

A number of socio-economic benefits of the proposal have been identified and include: 

■ Generation of employment and increase in local trade during the construction phase of the proposal
■ Once operational, decreased traffic congestion along The Horsley Drive which would improve the east-west

connection between the Western Sydney Employment Area (WSEA), the M7 Motorway and Wetherill Park Smithfield
Industrial Area (WPSIA)

■ Benefits to the local and regional economy by improved access and travel times for both local and regional
communities and businesses

■ Improved safety and accessibility between the M7 Motorway and Cowpasture Road for pedestrians and cyclists
along with enhanced connectivity to the existing shared path network and Western Sydney Parkland Cycleway

■ Upgrading overall safety and standards of the road and providing off road shared path and signalised pedestrian
crossings at the intersections, benefits all road uses including motorists, pedestrians and cyclists

■ Improved driver safety for motorists.

The identified socio-economic impacts of the proposal include: 

■ The full acquisition of seven (7) properties and associated relocation of these residents
■ Construction works would result in temporary changes to access within and through local areas
■ Permanent access impacts on local residents, businesses and road users due to the construction of a central

median strip on The Horsley Drive, and upgrading the Cowpasture Road roundabout to a signalised intersection. 
Right turn movements in and out of properties along the corridor and U-turning at The Horsley Drive and 
Cowpasture Road south intersection would not be possible with the road upgrade.

■ Businesses in close proximity to the upgrade works may experience temporary reduced access during the
construction period which is likely to impact upon revenue

■ Increased travel times and delays as a result of construction works and minor increased construction traffic over the
construction period for local residents and road users that travel via The Horsley Drive

■ Local amenity impacts on residents and businesses, including noise and vibration as well as visual impacts during
the construction phase of the proposal.

To ensure the likely socio-economic impacts are appropriately addressed, a number of mitigation measures 
have been considered. The table below identifies the socio-economic impact, mitigation measure that would 
need to be consideration during the construction and/or operational phase of the proposal. 
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Socio-Economic Impacts / Mitigation Measure/s 

Impact Mitigation Measure/s Responsibility Timing 
Property 
acquisitionn 

■ All property adjustment works to offset impacts will be 
undertaken in consultation with property owners 

■ All acquisition will be undertaken in accordance with the 
Roads and Maritime Land Acquisition Policy and the 
provisions of the Land Acquisition (Just Terms 
Compensation) Act 1991. 

Roads and 
Maritime 

Pre-
construction 
and 
construction 

Access and 
connectivity 

■ The community will be informed about upcoming construction 
activities including advertisements in the local media, 
prominently placed advisory notices and project webpage 
updates 

■ Provision of signage outlining the pedestrian and cyclist 
diversion routes would be displayed during construction 

■ Any works that affect pedestrians and cyclists will be notified 
in advance of commencement 

■ Access to appropriate bus stop locations would be 
maintained during construction in consultation with bus 
operators 

■ Ongoing updates on locations and access to bus stops would 
be provided to the community during the construction period 
to ensure that disruption is minimised 

■ Property access would be maintained at all times where 
feasible. Any matters relating to property accessibility would 
be undertaken in consultation with residents 

■ Where temporary access impacts are necessary, owners and 
tenants would be consulted regarding alternate access 
arrangements. 

Roads and 
Maritime 

Pre-
construction 
and 
construction 

Community 
values and 
amenity 

■ Implementation of measures to manage the potential 
construction and operation access, noise and vibration, 
visual and air quality impacts as detailed in the REF prepared 
for this proposal 

■ Local residents and businesses would be adequately notified 
prior to works commencing as part of the consultation 
program and would be regularly informed of construction 
activities 

■ Implementation of a complaints handling procedure and 
register throughout the construction period. 

Road and 
Maritime and 
construction 
contractor 

Pre-
construction 
and 
construction 

Local economy ■ Where temporary access impacts are necessary, owners and 
tenants would be consulted regarding alternate access 
arrangements 

■ Where feasible and required, construction works will take 
place on weekends to minimise traffic disruptions 

■ Ongoing communication and consultation with local 
businesses located in close proximity to construction works 
will provide details about the timing, duration and likely 
impacts of construction activities. 

Roads and 
Maritime 

Pre-
construction 
and 
construction 

Local economy ■ Where permanent access impacts are necessary, owners 
and tenants would be consulted regarding alternate access 
arrangements. 

Roads and 
Maritime 

Operation 
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Impact Mitigation Measure/s Responsibility Timing 
Noise ■ All potentially impacted residents are to be informed of the 

nature, duration and expected noise levels of works 
throughout the construction process. A point of contact is to 
be provided as part of the communications strategy for the 
project 

■ Construction works that have the potential to produce high 
noise or vibration levels (such as concrete sawing) are to be 
scheduled during nominated working hours 

■ Access to and from the site outside standard construction 
hours should be reduced to minimise potential sleep 
disturbance to nearby residents. 

Construction 
contractor 

Construction 

Noise ■ Noise mitigation should be designed to reduce noise levels to 
the criteria for qualifying residential receivers 

■ Noise mitigation should be evaluated and installed where 
feasible and required. 

■ Noise mitigation measures in the following order of 
preference are proposed; quieter pavement surfaces, noise 
mounds, noise walls, at property treatments.  

Roads and 
Maritime 

Operation 

Traffic ■ Develop a detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan 
(CTMP) 

■ Consult with property owners impacted by access 
arrangement alterations 

■ Design and implement a signage strategy to guide public 
transport users to changed bus stop/ bus route locations  

■ Consult with bus operators about relocated or removed bus 
stops 

■ Pedestrian and cyclist access (including crossing facilities) 
are to be maintained and separated from works areas at all 
times. 

Roads and 
Maritime and 
construction 
contractor 

Pre-
construction 
and 
construction 

Traffic ■ Consult with property owners impacted by access 
arrangement alterations 

■ Consult with bus operators about relocated or removed bus 
stops 

■ Pedestrian and cyclist access (including crossing facilities) 
are to be maintained and separated from works areas at all 
times. 

Roads and 
Maritime 

Operation 
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1 Introduction 
Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) is proposing to upgrade about 2.4 kilometres of The 
Horsley Drive between the M7 and Cowpasture Road (‘the proposal’). The proposal is located in the suburbs 
of Horsley Park, Abbotsbury, Bossley Park and Wetherill Park about 30 kilometres west of the Sydney 
central business district (refer to Figure 1 1). 

The Horsley Drive is a 15 kilometres long state road providing a strategic east-west link between the M7 
Westlink Motorway and the Hume Highway. The proposal comprises a 2.4 kilometres section of this road.  

The upgrade was announced by the NSW Government in March 2015 to address traffic congestion, improve 
road safety and to meet a predicted increase in traffic volumes due to growth of the Western Sydney 
Employment Area. The upgrade would see this section of The Horsley Drive converted from a three/four 
lanes undivided road to a four-lane divided road with provision for a six lane corridor for future traffic needs. 
The proposal also includes upgrading the eastern approach of The Horsley Drive at Wallgrove Road 
intersection. Implementation of the proposal could be in stages subject to the funding availability. 

GHD Pty Ltd has engaged RPS Australia East Pty Ltd (RPS) to prepare a Social and Economic Impact 
Assessment (SEIA) to assess the likely positive and/or negative impacts of the proposal and identify 
mitigation measures where necessary. 

1.1 Background 

The proposal is to upgrade about 2.4 kilometres of The Horsley Drive between the M7 and Cowpasture 
Road.  The key features of the proposal are identified in Figure 1.1 below. 

 

Figure 1.1 Key Features of the Proposal (Source: GHD 2017) 
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Key features of the proposal include: 

■ Widening and upgrading approximately 2.4 kilometres of The Horsley Drive from the M7 to Cowpasture Road to a 
four lane divided road with a wide median to allow for upgrade to six lanes if required in future 

■ Provision of a third lane from the west of Ferrers Road to Cowpasture Road utilising the future third eastbound lane 
in the six lane corridor 

■ Upgrading The Horsley Drive western carriageway between the M7 and Wallgrove Road to provide an additional 
right turn onto Wallgrove Road with provision for a second westbound lane if required in future 

■ Upgrading the Horsley Drive / Ferrers Road signalised intersection  
■ Upgrading the turning lanes at The Horsley Drive / Cowpasture Road North intersection 
■ Conversion of the existing The Horsley Drive/Cowpasture Road roundabout to a signalised intersection and tie-ins to 

Cowpasture Road and The Horsley Drive east of Cowpasture Road  
■ Extending turning lanes on The Horsley Drive eastern approach at the M7 interchange 
■ Realignment of a section of The Horsley Drive at the Ferrers Road intersection 
■ Widening and realigning of Ferrers Road at the intersection with The Horsley Drive 
■ Provision of a turning cul-de-sac opposite Ferrers Road intersection 
■ Provision of a new access road / shared path between the proposed turning cul-de-sac opposite Ferrers Road 

intersection to access WaterNSW land and meet the existing Western Sydney Parkland cycle way parallel to the 
Upper Canal 

■ An off-road shared path for cyclists and pedestrians on southern side of the road corridor and connection to M7 
cycleway and parkland cycleway 

■ A footpath on northern side of the road corridor 
■ A Bus priority lanes on the western approach and indented bus bays on the departure sides of the Ferrers Road 

intersection 
■ Signalised crossings for pedestrians and cyclists at intersections 
■ Improvements to flood immunity and drainage upgrades including replacing the existing box culverts with a single 

span concrete bridge to accommodate the proposed widening of The Horsley Drive over Eastern Creek and 
upgrading culverts at an associated un-named tributary west of Cowpasture Road roundabout 

■ Protection structure over Westons Tunnel to accommodate the proposed road widening over the heritage structure 
■ Urban design elements including landscaping to integrate with the environment including Western Sydney Parklands 
■ Adjustments to existing property access 
■ Temporary access tracks, site compounds, stockpile sites, and construction sedimentation basins. 

It is understood, four potential compound location options are being considered, as follows: 

■ Compound 1: at Lot 1 DP 882937 (1-9 Ferrers Road), lot 73A DP 17288 (1601 The Horsley Drive) and lot A DP 
403308 (11-19 Ferrers Road) which includes farmsteads, agricultural lands, woodland and a privately owned 
property and associated outbuildings owned by Western Sydney Parklands Trust. These Parkland properties are 
already impacted by the proposal and a site compound is considered in the parcel of land between the existing road 
and proposal road corridor 

■ Compound 2: at lot 78B DP 347873 (1671 The Horsley Drive) which includes one privately owned property 
■ Compound 3: at lot D DP 398446 (1677 The Horsley Drive) which includes one privately owned property 
■ Compound 4: at lot 36A DP 13961 (1532 The Horsley Drive) which includes a residential property and privately 

owned farmstead, agricultural lands and woodland 

These compound sites located on private lands have been considered in the event full acquisition would be 
offered due to proximity of the proposal to residential homes. The specific location of the compound sites 
would be confirmed during the detailed design phase of the project.  

The proposal would impact properties along the corridor the majority of which are Western Sydney 
Parklands. A total of 14 private properties would be impacted and seven (7) properties would be offered full 
acquisition due to proximity of the proposal to residential homes comprising: 



 

The Horsley Drive Upgrade between M7 Motorway and Cowpasture Road 
Socio-Economic Impact Assessment 

 
 

PR130349 | June 2017      Page 7 
 

 

Figure 1.2 7 Properties Offered Full Acquisition (Source: SIX Maps 2012, RPS 2017) 

■ 1764 The Horsley Drive (Lot 23 DP1082065; Lot 62 DP740679); 
■ 1532 The Horsley Drive (Lot 36A DP13961); 
■ 1657 The Horsley Drive (Lot 79B DP17288); 
■ 1667 The Horsley Drive (Lot 79A DP17288); 
■ 1671 The Horsley Drive (Lot 78B DP347873); and 
■ 1677 The Horsley Drive (Lot D DP398446). 

1.2 Purpose of this Report 

The report identifies and assesses potential socio-economic impacts during the construction and operational 
phase of the proposal. Specifically, this report outlines the socio-economic characteristics of the locality, the 
social planning and policy background and potential impacts on local residents and the wider community. 
Mitigation and impact management factors are also addressed. 

1.3 Structure of Report 

The report is divided into seven subsequent sections: 

Section 2 describes the scope and methodology for the SEIA. 
Section 3 considers the context of the proposed development by examining State and local planning 

policies, strategies and documents that are relevant considerations for the socio-economic 
assessment. 

Section 4 provides an overview of the demographic profile of the potential catchment area of the proposal. 
Section 5 provides a summary of the main findings of the community consultation completed with relevant 

stakeholders to inform the development of the SEIA. 
Section 6 identifies the potential social impacts as a result of the construction and operation of the 

proposal. 

Section 7 proposes mitigation measures that can reduce negative socio-economic impacts and enhance 
potentially positive socio-economic impacts of the proposal. 

Section 8  concludes the SEIA. 
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2 Methodology 
2.1 Assessment Methodology 

This SEIA has been prepared by RPS in accordance with the project brief provided by Roads and Maritime 
and Roads and Maritime’s Environmental Impact Assessment Practice Note – Socio-economic assessment 
(EIA-N05). A ‘moderate’ level of investigation, as defined in the practice note, has been completed. The 
approach has also been guided by best practice frameworks for integrating socially sustainable outcomes 
and benefits for communities into major infrastructure projects, including the Infrastructure Sustainability 
Council of Australia rating tool. 

The outcomes of other technical studies that have been prepared to assess the potential impacts of the 
proposal are not repeated by this report. This report cross-references specific technical reports whereby  
potential socio-economic impacts are considered relevant. 

The SEIA has been prepared on the basis of information available to the consultants in February 2016. Key 
steps for the assessment have included: 

■ Scoping of the potential socio-economic issues associated with the proposal and geographic area likely to be most 
affected by the proposal. This included consideration of impacts of similar projects and outcomes from consultation 
undertaken for the proposal to date 

■ Analysis of key population and demographic indicators from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 2011 Census 
of Population and Housing 

■ A review of relevant State and local government strategic planning documents 
■ A review of the EIR and supporting specialist studies undertaken for the project to identify potential socio-economic 

impacts  
■ An audit of the social infrastructure and community features near to the proposal to understand the potential impacts 

on access and operations for local facilities and businesses 
■ Identification and assessment of potential socio-economic impacts of the proposal’s construction and operation 
■ Development of measures to manage or mitigate potential impacts on the socio-economic environment and 

maximise potential benefits. 

2.2 Study area 

The proposed development comprises approximately 2.4 kilometres of The Horsley Drive between the M7 
Motorway and Cowpasture Road. The immediate study area is defined according to the communities most 
likely to be impacted by the proposed development. Therefore, the immediate study area comprises an 
estimated 100 metres either side of the proposed development corridor area. Those immediately affected by 
the proposal are identified in Figure 2.1. Located to the north-east of the proposed works, is Wetherill Park 
Smithfield Industrial Area, which contains a large number of businesses that are likely to be affected by the 
road upgrade. Beyond the western edge of the proposed works is a small neighbourhood retail and 
education precinct that would also likely be affected by the proposed development.  
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Figure 2.1 Immediate Study Area (Source: SIX Maps 2012, RPS 2017) 

A broader study area is also considered to determine impacts on the wider community. This area was 
determined by grouping Statistical Area Level 1 (SA1) catchments; one of the smallest levels of population 
data collection by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS). Figure 2.2 below shows SA1 districts used for 
the study area.  

Data from the 2011 Journey to Work (JTW) is collected at the small area (travel zone) level for the Sydney 
Greater Metropolitan Area (GMA). Figure 2.2 illustrates the travel zones within the broader study area which 
includes the following travel zones: 

■ 3408 – Pimelea Picnic Area 
■ 3409 – Bossley Park  
■ 3478 – Horsley Park Primary School  
■ 3480 – Western Sydney Regional Park 
■ 3481 – Nativity House Christmas Museum, Horsley Park 
■ 3504 – Wetherill Park Smithfield Industrial Area (West). 
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Figure 2.2 Travel Zones and SA1 Areas within the Broader Study Area (Source: Esri, RPS 2017) 

2.3 Data Sources 

The following data sources were used for the SEIA:  

■ The Horsley Drive reports including: 

■ Traffic and Transport Assessment prepared by SMEC Australia Pty Ltd 

■ Noise and Vibration Assessment prepared by GHD 

■ Community Consultation Report of the preferred corridor display prepared by Roads and Maritime  

■ Consultation undertaken during the exhibition of the preferred corridor, including community information sessions as 
well as submissions from stakeholders and the community 

■ ABS 2011 Census of Population and Housing data 
■ JTW 2011 Census data 
■ State and local government reports, policies and strategies relevant to the study area 
■ Revised concept design drawings. 
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3 Policy Context 
The following strategic planning and policy documents provide direction and establish priorities relevant to 
the proposal. 

3.1 State Policies 

NSW 2021: A plan to make NSW number one 
NSW 2021: A plan to make NSW number one (NSW 2021) (NSW Department of Premier and Cabinet, 2011) 
sets out the NSW Government’s agenda for change in NSW. The 10 year plan establishes the strategies and 
goals to rebuild the economy, return quality services, renovate infrastructure, restore accountability to 
government and strengthen local environments and communities.  

NSW 2021 places emphasis on investing in and delivering an efficient and effective transport system, 
including delivering road infrastructure that would relieve congestion, improve travel times, improve road 
safety and enhance and expand capacity on road corridors. 

The five core strategies are supported by 32 goals. The proposal directly contributes to the following goals: 

■ Goal 1 – Improve the performance of the NSW economy 
■ Goal 7 – Reduce travel times 
■ Goal 10 – Improve road safety 
■ Goal 27 – Enhance cultural, creative, sporting and recreation opportunities. 

The proposal achieves this by: 

■ Improving the efficiency of the road network in Western Sydney 
■ Supporting the economy by assisting the movement of people and goods  
■ Reduce congestion by increasing the capacity of The Horsley Drive.  This additional capacity would also improve 

traffic flow and reduce travel times 
■ Improving safety by providing a four lane divided carriageway road that meets current design standards and 

practices. Safety for cyclists would be improved by the provision of dedicated off road paths and improved on road 
facilities, including connectivity to the Western Sydney Parklands Cycleway 

■ Providing improved shared path connections. 

Rebuilding NSW: State Infrastructure Strategy 2014 
In November 2014, the NSW Government released Rebuilding NSW: State Infrastructure Strategy 2014 
(NSW Government, 2014) which adopts the recommendations from Infrastructure NSW that are set out in 
the State Infrastructure Strategy 2014 Update (NSW Government, 2015). 

Rebuilding NSW recognises the costs of congestion and includes an allocation of $1.3 billion to address 
congestion on Sydney’s roads, including investments to improve traffic flows in Western Sydney by 
addressing bottlenecks and pinch point upgrades. The proposal is consistent with the emphasis on 
congestion reduction, delivering improved traffic flow and reduced traffic times. 

NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan 2012 
NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan (LTTMP) (Transport for NSW, 2012a) is a 20 year plan to improve 
the transport system in NSW. It sets the framework for the NSW Government to deliver an integrated, 
modern transport system that puts the customer first. The plan also: 
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■ Identifies the challenges that the transport system (including buses, heavy rail, light rail, ferry and private vehicles) in 
NSW needs to address to support the State’s economic and social performance  

■ Guides decision-makers to prioritise actions which address the most pressing challenges 
■ Identifies a planned and coordinated set of actions (reforms, service improvements and investments) to address the 

challenges 
■ Provides a map of future service and infrastructure developments which future decisions will be required to support, 

and against which proposed investments can be evaluated 
■ Guides the NSW Government’s transport funding priorities, providing the overall framework for how our transport 

system develops, whether it is the services that are delivered or the infrastructure that underpins them. 

The plan identifies that over the next 20 years, Sydney’s population is forecast to increase from 4.3 to 5.6 
million. By 2031, the number of trips into the Sydney Central Business District (CBD) is forecast to grow by 
31 per cent from 16 million to 21 million trips, placing greater demand on existing road, rail and bus 
networks. Road congestion is currently estimated to have a cost of about $5.1 billion (or nearly $1,100 for 
every person living in Sydney) each year. By 2020, the costs of congestion are expected to rise to around 
$8.8 billion a year. 

The plan proposes a coordinated and integrated approach to meeting these transport challenges. Actions 
outlined in the plan include a program of work to expand capacity on Sydney’s most congested corridors and 
a medium to long term action plan to deliver targeted investment and efficiency improvements on the arterial 
road network. 

The proposal is consistent with LTTMP by facilitating improved traffic flow along a strategic transport corridor 
in Western Sydney. 

A Plan for Growing Sydney 
Released in 2014, A Plan for Growing Sydney (Department of Planning and Environment, 2014) is the NSW 
Government’s 20 year strategy for Sydney’s metropolitan area. It establishes a vision for Sydney as a “strong 
global city, a great place to live”. To achieve this vision, the Plan sets out the following four goals: 

■ Goal 1 – a competitive economy with world-class services and transport 
■ Goal 2 – a city of housing choice with homes that meet our needs and lifestyles 
■ Goal 3 – a greater place to live with communities that are strong, healthy and well-connected 
■ Goal 4 – a sustainable and resilient city that protects the natural environment and has a balanced approach to the 

use of land and resources. 

The proposal supports Goal 1 and Goal 3 by delivering improvements to traffic flow and road safety. 
Consistent with Goal 4, the proposal would be delivered in a way that minimises environmental impacts. 

Key priorities identified for the South West District which relate to The Horsley Drive include: 

■ Protect land to serve Sydney’s future transport needs, including intermodal sites and associated corridors 
■ Investigate pinch point connections between north-south and east-west road links. 

In November 2016, the Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) released the draft amendment to update A Plan 
for Growing Sydney, known as Towards our Greater Sydney 2056 (GSC, 2016). This report builds upon A 
Plan for Growing Sydney, plus additional infrastructure strategies and plan. These reports have seen a shift 
in focus towards central and Western Sydney, with transport links as a key consideration. 

Draft South West District Plan 
In accordance with the draft Towards our Greater Sydney 2056, The Horsley Drive is located within the 
South West District. One of the priorities for the district is to align land use planning and infrastructure 
planning. Principle 6 of the Plan is ‘identify transport improvements which deliver east west and north south 
connectivity’. 
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NSW Road Safety Strategy 2012-2021 
The NSW Road Safety Strategy 2012-2021 (Transport for NSW, 2012b) adopts the ‘Safe System’ approach 
to improving road safety: safer roads, safer vehicles, safer people, safer speeds and post-crash trauma 
treatment. By improving the design standard of The Horsley Drive, an upgrade within the study area would 
directly support the following initiative set out in the Strategy. 

It is necessary to ensure road safety is considered throughout the design, construction, maintenance, 
operational phase of the road upgrade network. 

NSW Freight and Ports Strategy 
The NSW Freight and Ports Strategy (Transport for NSW, 2013a) is a core component of the NSW 
Government’s overall strategic planning framework. It is consistent with the NSW LTTMP and supports the 
goals identified in NSW 2021. 

The Horsley Drive is classified as a primary freight route as it connects regions and services strategically 
important ports, airports, industrial areas, freight terminals, intermodal terminals and/or hubs. It is also an 
approved 25/26 metre B-Double Route. 

Objectives of the NSW Freight and Ports Strategy relevant to the proposal include: 

■ Delivery of a freight network that efficiently supports the projected growth of the NSW economy 
■ Balancing freight needs with those of the broader community and the environment. 

Actions of the Strategy and task actions relevant to the proposal include: 

■ Action 1D – Improve productivity of the road freight network 

■ Task 1D-2: Provide necessary infrastructure to support High Productivity Vehicle access 

■ Task 1D-3: Improve access for High Productivity Vehicles on State and local roads 

■ Action 2B – Develop and maintain capacity for freight on the road network 

■ Task 2B-2: Prioritise road infrastructure investments 

■ Action 3B – Manage congestion, noise and emission impacts of freight transport 

■ Take 3B-1: Recognise costs of congestion 

■ Task 3B-2: Mitigate noise from freight operations 

■ Task 3B-3: Mitigate emissions from freight operations 

■ Action 3C – Prioritise safety of freight transport 

■ Task 3C-2: Improve heavy vehicle safety. 

The proposal is considered consistent with the abovementioned objectives, actions and tasks. The proposal 
is envisaged to reduce congestion on a primary freight route and includes design features that would better 
accommodate heavy vehicles to enhance safety for all road users. 

Sydney’s Cycling Future: Cycling for everyday transport 
Sydney’s Cycling Future: Cycling for everyday transport (Transport for NSW, 2013b) identifies a safe and 
connected network of bicycle paths as an important part of Sydney’s integrated transport system. It reflects 
the NSW Government’s intention to make bike riding a convenient and enjoyable option that benefits 
everyone by improving access to towns and centres, reducing congestion and increasing capacity on the 
public transport system. The objective is to make cycling a safe, convenient and enjoyable transport option 
for short trips (i.e. less than 30 minutes). 
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Sydney’s Cycling Future outlines how the NSW Government will coordinate planning and investment to 
improve the bicycle network and build the needs to bike riders into the planning of new transport and 
infrastructure projects. 

The provision of broad cycle-safe shoulders as part of the proposal and shared paths adjacent to the corridor 
is strongly aligned with two of the three pillars of Sydney’s Cycling Future: 

■ Pillar 1 – Safe connected networks 
■ Pillar 3 – Partner with councils to target missing links and problem intersections in local bicycle networks.  

The proposed off-road provision for cyclists would complement existing and proposed facilities in Fairfield 
Local Government Area (LGA). 

Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2020 
The Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2020 (Western Sydney Parklands Trust, 2011) was 
adopted on 25 January 2011. The Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2020 Supplement 
(Western Sydney Parklands Trust, 2014) was adopted on 2 March 2014. 

The Plan of Management and accompanying supplement provides a comprehensive strategic management 
framework for the Parklands and assists the Western Sydney Parklands Trust in determining actions and 
priorities. These documents include a land use framework that identifies the various activity hubs, linkages, 
infrastructure, bushland corridor and conservation areas (Figure 3.1). Impacts on the Parklands have been a 
consideration in the preferred corridor selection and environmental assessment process. 
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Figure 3.1 Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management Extract (Source: Western Sydney Parklands 
Trust, 2011 p. 19) 
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The central portion of the Western Sydney Parklands lies within Fairfield LGA. It comprises significant urban 
farming, tourism, environmental and recreational facilities. 

The three business hub sites identified in this region have been designated for uses such as industrial and 
transport related services (e.g. transport rest stops, service stations, truck stops, ancillary food outlets), 
which will complement existing local businesses whilst generating funds for future Parklands growth and 
maintenance.  

Horsley Park Precinct – Urban Farming Masterplan 
A key strategic direction of the Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2020 (Western Sydney 
Parklands Trust, 2011) is to establish urban farming in the Parklands. The Western Sydney Parklands Trust 
Horsley Park Precinct Urban Farming Masterplan (Western Sydney Parklands Trust, 2012) aims to help 
deliver the successful roll-out of urban farming in the Horsley Park Precinct. 

Figure 3.2 shows the Masterplan including a major gateway at Ferrers Road, a minor gateway at the Upper 
Canal and orchards and groves in the vicinity of the intersection of The Horsley Drive and Ferrers Road. 
These elements of the Masterplan have been a consideration in the preferred corridor selection and 
environmental assessment process. 

 

Figure 3.2 Horsley Park Precinct Urban Farming Masterplan (Source: Western Sydney Parklands Trust, 
2012 p. vii) 
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3.2 Local Government Strategies 

Fairfield City Plan 2012-2022 
The Fairfield City Plan 2012-2022 sets out the community vision, needs and priorities for Fairfield LGA over a 
10 year period [ (Fairfield City Council, 2012). There are five specific themes in the City Plan of which four 
contain goals relevant to the proposal. These are outlined in Table 3.1 below. 

Table 3.1 Fairfield City Plan 2012-2022 

Theme Goal Comment Consistent 
1. Community 
Wellbeing 

1.2 Being healthy and active. 
1.4 Being safe and law abiding. 
1.5 Increased opportunities for our 
community. 

The proposal includes the provision of a 
new shared path/cycle way to meet with 
the existing cycleway parallel to the water 
supply channel. 
The proposed upgrade of The Horsley 
Drive also provides an opportunity to 
improve road safety and reduce accidents 
by bringing the road into line with 
contemporary design standards. 
In addition, the proposal would provide 
improved access to community facilities 
and services in the locality. 

 

2. Places and 
Infrastructure  

2.2 Buildings and infrastructure meet 
the changing standards, needs and 
growth of our community. 
2.3 Our City is accessible. 
2.4 Our City has quality public 
spaces as well as entertainment, 
leisure and recreation opportunities. 

The Horsley Drive currently experiences 
high traffic volumes, long delays and 
extended queues in its existing capacity. 
The proposal widens the existing section 
of The Horsley Drive to a four-lane 
divided road with provision for a six lane 
corridor to accommodate future traffic 
needs.  
The proposed upgrade will also serve as 
a catalyst for improved pedestrian and 
cyclist connections within the corridor. 
The preferred corridor option has been 
developed to improve access to the 
community and passive recreation areas 
located within Western Sydney Parklands. 

 

3. Environmental 
Sustainability 

3.1 Protecting and improving our 
natural environment. 

The corridor option design and selection 
process involved a number of refinements 
to ensure the proposed upgrade would 
have fewer impacts on Western Sydney 
Parklands and Eastern Creek.  

 

4. Local Economy 
and Employment 

4.2 Having vibrant, safe and 
attractive places for shopping and 
access to services 

The Horsley Drive upgrade will improve 
access within Fairfield LGA as well as 
links to Parramatta, Liverpool, Blacktown 
and the Sydney CBD. 

 



The Horsley Drive Upgrade between M7 Motorway and Cowpasture Road 
Socio-Economic Impact Assessment 

 
  

Page 18 PR130349 | June 2017      
 

4 Community Profile 
This section provides a community profile of the existing broader study area which is likely to be impacted by 
the proposal (refer to Figures 2.2 & 2.3). For the purposes of this SEIA, the immediate study area is adjacent 
to the proposal development corridor, thereby potentially directly impacted by the upgrade works. 

4.1 Local Population Characteristics 

Population growth 
At the 2011 Census, the Fairfield LGA had a population of 187,927 people, of which approximately 14,772 
live in the immediate study area adjacent to the proposed works earmarked along The Horsley Drive. 

Population projections – Western Sydney 
Population projections prepared by the Department of Planning and Environment in 2016 indicates 
anticipated growth in NSW of around 83,500 persons on average each year to 2036. In particular, these 
projections indicate substantial growth in population from 2016 to 2036 across Western Sydney, with an 
expected increase of 796,400 persons. At the same time, the population of Fairfield is projected to increase 
by about 9.9 per cent to 226,700 people, representing around 2.6 per cent of the overall projected growth of 
Western Sydney. 

Table 4.1 Western Sydney – Projected Population Growth by LGA 2016-2036 

LGA 2016 2026 2036 Change 
2016-2036 

% Change 
2016-2036 

Blacktown 349,050 433,500 521,450 172,400 49.4 

Blue Mountains 82,000 84,700 90,400 8,400 10.2 

Canterbury-Bankstown 360,350 426,900 502,850 142,500 39.5 

Cumberland 217,450 254,350 292,450 75,000 34.5 

Fairfield 206,250 216,800 226,700 20,450 9.9 

Hawkesbury 67,800 74,800 85,050 17,250 25.4 

Liverpool 214,100 274,800 331,000 116,900 54.6 

Parramatta 238,850 338,000 416,750 177,900 74.5 

Penrith 205,150 237,500 270,750 65,600 32.0 

Total 1,941,000 2,341,350 2,737,400 796,400 41.0 

Western Sydney comprises the LGAs listed in this table, as defined by the Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils 

(WSROC)  

Source: WSROC, 2016 
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Age profile 
The study area had a larger proportion of those aged 50-64 than both Fairfield LGA (18.6%) and Greater 
Sydney (17.4%). 

The largest age cohort was 0-19 with 3,912 residents (26.5%) this is below the proportion of Fairfield LGA 
(28%) but above the proportion in Greater Sydney (25.5%).  

All age cohorts in the study area had a lower proportion than Greater Sydney and Fairfield LGA except for 
the 50-64 age cohort. The median age for the study area (33 years) was similar to Fairfield LGA (34 years) 
and Greater Sydney (36 years). 

 

Figure 4.1 Age structure, 2011 (Source: ABS 2011 Census) 

Cultural diversity 
Analysis of the 2011 Census data indicates that the study area primarily consists of residents born overseas 
(51.2%). With 48.8% of residents being born in Australia this is above that of Fairfield LGA which has 42.4% 
of residents born in Australia. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander persons make up 0.5 per cent of the study area’s population compared 
to 0.7 per cent across Fairfield LGA. 

Need for assistance 
‘Need for assistance’ refers to people who need help or assistance in one or more of the three core activity 
areas of self-help, mobility or communication due to disability, a long term health condition or old age (ABS, 
2012). These groups may be more vulnerable to changes from the proposal, such as changes in local 
access, including to community services and facilities, property acquisition impacts and changes in local 
amenity (i.e. increased noise and dust). 

Overall, the study area has a relatively high rate of people needing assistance, with 7.3 per cent of people 
indicating they needed help or assistance in at least one of the three core activity areas, compared to about 
4.4 per cent in NSW. 
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Travel behaviour  
Table 4.2 below shows work (commuter) trips by mode of travel reported for the selected travel zones in the 
study area based on 2011 Journey to Work Census Data. 

Table 4.2 Daily Travel Mode Split in the Local Study Area, 2011 

Travel mode Study area as a place of residence 
(Outbound trips) 

Study area as a place of work 
(Inbound trips) 

Number of trips Proportion of total 
(%) 

Number of trips Proportion of total 
(%) 

Car (driver) 2,253 77.5 8,567 87.5 

Bus 67 2.3 167 1.7 

Car (passenger) 208 7.2 575 5.9 

Walk only 45 1.5 40 0.4 

Train 229 7.9 136 1.4 

Other 25 0.9 103 1.1 

Mode not stated 81 2.8 204 2.1 

TOTAL 2,908 100 9,792 100 

Source: 2011 JTW Census 

Figure 4.2 and Figure 4.3 below show the study area commuter transport mode share for outbound (study 
area as a place of residence) and inbound (study area as a place of work) trips respectively. 

 

Figure 4.2 Transport Mode Share – Outbound Trips, 2011 (Source: 2011 JTW Census) 

The data indicates that around 2,900 residents travelled from the study area to work. In 2011, nearly 84 per 
cent of work-related trips from the study area were made by motorists in private vehicles, either as drivers or 
passengers. Driving a car is the most dominant mode of transport, accounting for 77.5 per cent of work-
related trips. 
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There is a relatively low level of public transport patronage within the study area, with only 10.2 per cent of 
workers using bus or train to travel to work and 1.5 per cent walking. Of the public transport trips, 2.3 per 
cent used buses and the remaining 7.9 per cent of journeys were made by train. 

 

Figure 4.3 Transport Mode Share – Inbound Trips, 2011 (Source: 2011 JTW Census) 

In 2011, around 9,800 employees travelled to the study area for work. The proportion of inbound private 
vehicle trips are higher than the outbound trips, indicating that driving a car is by far the most dominant mode 
of transport to work, accounting for 87.5 per cent of trips. Only 3.1 per cent of employees travelled by public 
transport and 0.4 per cent walked to/from the study area. 

4.2 Household Characteristics 

The study area had 4,526 households at the time of the 2011 ABS Census. 

Home ownership 
The study area had higher rates of outright home ownership and lower rates of renters compared to Fairfield 
LGA and Greater Sydney. In 2011, 38.5% of the population owned their home outright and 35.2% of the 
study area population had a mortgage on their property (refer Table 4.3). 

Table 4.3 Dwelling Tenure Rates, 2011 

Tenure Type Study Area Fairfield LGA Greater Sydney 
Owned outright 38.5% 31.6% 29.1% 

Owned with a mortgage 35.2% 31.0% 33.0% 

Rented 19.0% 29.2% 29.7% 

Other 1.7% 1.9% 1.7% 

Not stated 5.6% 6.3% 6.5% 

Source: ABS 2011 Census 
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Household composition  
Families with children were the most common household types across all geographic catchments analysed 
for this assessment (refer Table 4.4). The study area had a slightly higher proportion of couples with children 
(50%) compared to Fairfield LGA (41.6%) and Greater Sydney (32.3%). 

Couple families with no children comprised about 19 per cent of the study area population which was slightly 
higher than Fairfield LGA (16%) and lower than Greater Sydney (21%). 

Table 4.4 Household Composition, 2011 

 Study Area Fairfield LGA Greater Sydney 
Couple family with no children 19.2% 16.0% 21.0% 

Couple family with children 50.0% 41.6% 32.3% 

One parent family 14.2% 17.0% 10.0% 

Other family 1.1% 1.8% 1.3% 

Lone person household 10.0% 14.5% 20.0% 

Group household 0.6% 1.9% 3.8% 

Visitors only household 0.0% 0.5% 0.9% 

Other non-classifiable household 1.8% 2.5% 3.8% 

Source: ABS 2011 Census 

Dwelling types 
0 below indicates that almost all of the dwellings in the study area are separate houses. With 185 dwellings 
within the study area not being separate houses. 

 

Figure 4.4 Dwelling Structure Within the Study Area, 2011 (Source: ABS 2011 Census) 
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4.3 Economic Characteristics 

Income 
In 2011, the study area had the same weekly household income as Greater Sydney, although the median 
personal income was below that of Greater Sydney. This indicates that there were a greater number of 
employed persons per household in the study area compared to Greater Sydney (refer to Table 4.5). 

The study area has a higher concentration of households in the higher income brackets than Fairfield LGA 
(see Figure 4.5). 

 

Figure 4.5 Household Income, 2011  (Source: ABS 2011 Census) 

Table 4.5 Median Income, 2011 

Locality Median household income 
(weekly) 

Personal income (weekly) 

Study Area $1,375 $350 

Fairfield LGA $900 $350 

Greater Sydney $1,375 $500 

Source: ABS 2011 Census 

Labour force 
Table 4.6 below provides key labour force statistics, including the size of the labour force, participation rates, 
total employed persons and the unemployment rate. The total number of employed persons is provided for 
persons living in the area as well as persons working in the area to provide an indication of the ability for the 
local economy to support demand for employment. 

The study area displayed higher levels of labour force participation compared to Fairfield LGA and is similar 
to Greater Sydney. In 2011, the study area had a 6.9% unemployment rate, indicating that there are more 
employment opportunities for residents compared to Fairfield LGA (9.7%). See Table 4.6. 
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Table 4.6 Key Labour Force Characteristics, 2011 

Locality Total labour force Labour force 
participation rate 
(per cent) 

Unemployment 
rate (per cent) 

Total employed 
persons (living 
in the area) 

Local study area 6,845 59.4 6.9 6,374 

Fairfield LGA 75,674 50.8 9.7 68,346 

Greater Sydney 2,188,853 61.7 5.7 2,063,266 

Source: ABS 2011 Census 

Industry of employment 
The highest employing industries in the study are was Manufacturing (15%), followed by Retail Trade (12%) 
and Health Care and Social Assistance (9%) and Construction (9%). This aligns with the highest employing 
industries in Fairfield LGA. The proportion of residents employed by the Manufacturing industry is much 
higher than Greater Sydney (9%). 

 

Figure 4.6 Industry of Employment, 2011 (Source: ABS 2011 Census) 
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Local business and industry 
Businesses located within the immediate study area were identified from desktop research (i.e. google maps) 
and are listed in Table 4.7. Other businesses that are not advertised on the web or with signage may be 
identified during consultation. 

Table 4.7 Businesses Within the Immediate Study Area 

Business Street address 
First National Real Estate Westpoint  3/1642 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

BP Horsley Park 1642 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Terranova Bar 1647 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Il Piatto Restaurant Shop 2, Cnr Wallgrove Road and The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

J&M Fenech Poultry Farm 53-65 Ferrers Road, Horsley Park 

Ransom Wholesale Nurseries 15 Walwort Road, Horsley Park 

United Petroleum Cnr Wallgrove Road and The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Horsley Park Bottler 1642 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Sharks Golf Driving Range 1647 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Poolsavers 16/1353 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

JRW Glass Designs 1353 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Sedlan Electrical Pty Ltd 1357 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

The WDS Group 1357 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

JD Bar & Grill 20/1345 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Isho Lawyers 19/1345 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Siena Italian Restaurant 1345 The Horsley Drive, Wetherill Park 

A & L Florist 1336 The Horsley Drive, Wetherill Park 

Capital Equipment Hire 2/1 Cowpasture Place, Wetherill Park 

Topice Pty Ltd 31/1 Cowpasture Place, Wetherill Park 

Kennards Self Storage Wetherill Park 2 Cowpasture Place, Wetherill Park 

Kenetic Flight Cases 12/1 Cowpasture Place, Wetherill Park 

SMEC Testing Services 2 Cowpasture Place, Wetherill Park 

Flash Industries Unit 27 1 Cowpasture Place, Wetherill Park 

Norris Murphy Couriers Pty Ltd 33/1 Cowpasture Place, Wetherill Park 

Eastcoast Fasteners Pty Ltd 38/1 Cowpasture Place, Wetherill Park 

Carpet House 40 Toohey Road, Wetherill Park 

Shades of Italy 38 Toohey Road, Wetherill Park 

Calabro Bridal Evening Wear Mens Wear 36 Toohey Road, Wetherill Park 

The Wood Tech Group 34 Toohey Road, Wetherill Park 

Brides Mart 32 Toohey Road, Wetherill Park 

Brides in Love 30 Toohey Road, Wetherill Park 

Hi-Torque Truck Spares 28 Toohey Road, Wetherill Park 

Stella’s Bridal 26 Toohey Road, Wetherill Park 

Source: Google Maps 2017 
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In addition to the business identified in Table 4.7, there are a number of business within the Wetherill Park 
Smithfield Industrial Area, that are also likely to be affected by the road upgrade. In addition, beyond the 
western edge of the proposed works is a small neighbourhood retail and education precinct that would also 
likely be affected by the proposed development. The neighbourhood precinct contains a number of 
community buildings and businesses shown in Table 4.8. 

Table 4.8 Horsley Park Neighbourhood Precinct 

Business Street Address 
Marion Catholic Primary School 1788 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Mandavilla 1788 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Sydney Coffees 1788 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Barter and Sons Hatchery 30 Felton Street, Horsley Park 

Our Lady of Victories Horsley Park 1788 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Borella Eggs 81085 Felton Street, Horsley Park 

Country Lane Properties Pty Ltd 1840 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Horsley Park Gun Shop 1848 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Horsley Park Community Hall Arundel Road, Horsley Park 

Australia Post – Horsley Park LPO 1842 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Horsley Park Medical Centre 1818 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Horsley Park Pharmacy 4/1818 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Unique Foods 1818 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Sydney Acres Real Estate 1/1822 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Lolly World Café 3/1822 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

Horsley Park Delicatessen 1844 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

IGA Horsley Park 8-12 Horsley Road, Horsley Park 

Horsley Park Tavern 1-21 Horsley Road, Horsley Park 

Source: Google Maps 2017 

4.4 Social Infrastructure 

Social infrastructure incorporates the facilities and services used for the physical, social, cultural and 
intellectual development or welfare of a locality. It includes physical infrastructure such as libraries, 
community centres and cultural facilities that facilitate the delivery of social services and activities. Social 
infrastructure also incorporates open space areas including parks, recreation areas and sporting fields. 
Importantly, social infrastructure also consists of the services, activities and programs that operate within 
these built facilities. 

A number of social infrastructure facilities are located within the study area that may experience impacts from 
the construction and/or operation of the proposal, either directly or indirectly. These are listed in Table 4.9.  
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Table 4.9 Social Infrastructure Located Within or Servicing the Proposal Area 

Social infrastructure Street address Within or adjacent to 
proposal area? 

Education  

Marion Catholic Primary School 1788 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park Yes 

St John’s Park High School Mimosa Road, Greenfield Park No 

Horsley Park Public School 1759 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park Yes 

Bossley Park Public School Marconi Road, Bossley Park  No 

Mary Immaculate Catholic Primary 
School 

110 Mimosa Road, Bossley Park No 

Prairievale Public School Cnr Prairie Vale & Mimosa Roads, Bossley 
Park 

No 

Bossley Park High School 36-44 Prairie Vale Road, Bossley Park No 

William Stimson Public School Lily Street, Wetherill Park No 

Emmaus Catholic College 87-109 Bakers Lane, Kemps Creek No 

Mamre Anglican School 45 Bakers Lane, Kemps Creek No 

Health services 

Horsley Park Medical Centre 1818 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park Yes 

Wetherill Park Occupational Health 
Practice 

447 Victoria Street, Wetherill Park No 

Bossley Park Medical Practice 79 Mimosa Road, Bossley Park No 

Lam Practice @ Edensor Park 72 Allambie Road, Edensor Park No 

Dr Sobhy Kahlil’s Surgery 178 Mimosa Road, Bossley Park No 

Greenfield Park Medical Practice  3/5 Greenfield Road, Greenfield Park No 

Edensor Road Family Medical Centre 195 Edensor Road, Edensor Park No 

Childcare centres 

Helping Hands Horsley Park 1759 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park Yes 

Horsley Kids Early Childhood Centre 145-161 Horsley Road, Horsley Park No 

A2Z Learning Centre 26 Dakota Drive, Bossley Park No 

Grace Child Care 614 Polding Street, Bossley Park No 

Janice Crosio Early Learning Centre 27 Belfield Road, Bossley Park No 

The Kinder Garden 121-133 Prairie Vale Road, Bossley Park No 

Retail 

Stockland Wetherill Park 561-583 Polding Street, Wetherill Park No 

Edensor Park Plaza Cnr Edensor & Allambie Roads, Edensor Park No 

Carnes Hill Marketplace Cnr Cowpasture & Kurrajong Roads, 
Horningsea Park 

No 

Fairfield Forum Shopping Centre 8-36 Station Street, Fairfield No 

Aged care and retirement villages 

Emmaus Residential Aged Care  85 Bakers Lane, Kemps Creek No 

Bossley Park Nursing Home  56 Quarry Road, Bossley Park No 

SWIAA Gardens  84-88 Restwell Road, Bossley Park No 
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Social infrastructure Street address Within or adjacent to 
proposal area? 

Community facilities 

St Barnabas’ Anglican Church, Bossley 
Park 

80 Quarry Road, Bossley Park No 

Chaldean Catholic Church 66-78 Quarry Road, Bossley Park No 

Our Lady of Victories Horsley Park 1788 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park Yes 

Horsley Park Community Hall 1880 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park No 

Recreational facilities 

Sharks Golf Driving Range 1647 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park Yes 

Sydney International Equestrian Centre Saxony Road, Horsley Park Yes 

Baulkham Hills Junior Motorcycle 
Training Club  

85-101 Redmayne Road, Horsley Park No 

Lizard Log playground and picnic area, 
Western Sydney Parklands and the 
broader WSP area 

Cowpasture Road, Horsley Park No 

4.5 Transport Infrastructure  

Bus routes 
The Horsley Drive is a regional road and two bus routes travel within the proposal area throughout the week 
and on weekends. Bus routes which run along The Horsley Drive or intersect with Cowpasture and 
Wallgrove Roads and the M7 Motorway are listed in Table 4.10 below. 

 

Figure 4.7 Bus Routes Through the Proposal Area (Source: Transit Systems, 2013)  
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Table 4.10 Bus Routes Through the Broader Study Area and Along The Horsley Drive 

Route number Route 
813 Fairfield to Prairiewood via Smithfield 

835 Prairiewood to Western Sydney University Penrith Campus 

These services are often affected by congestion through the proposal area in a similar way to general and 
freight traffic. Congestion not only extends bus travel times but impacts on service reliability. 

There are four bus stops located within the proposal area. These are listed in Table 4.11 below. 

Table 4.11 Bus Stops Within the Proposal Area 

Stop ID Bus Stop 
2164142 Horsley Park Primary School 

216481 Wallgrove Road after The Horsley Drive 

2164144 BP Service Station The Horsley Drive 

216479 BP Service Station The Horsley Drive 

Pedestrian and cycling infrastructure 
Figure 4.8 below illustrates the existing pedestrian and cycling infrastructure within the Western Sydney 
Parklands which run along The Horsley Drive or intersect with Cowpasture and Wallgrove Roads and the M7 
Motorway.  

A footpath is currently located along the northern side of The Horsley Drive within the proposal area. East of 
Ferrers Road, there is a north-south connection to the Western Sydney Parklands cycleway. East of the 
cycleway, there is no pedestrian or cycle connections to Cowpasture Road. 

 

Figure 4.8 Pedestrian and Cycling Infrastructure Within the Broader Study Area (Source: Western Sydney 
Parklands Trust) 

The proposed upgrade to The Horsley Drive has potential to serve as a catalyst for improved pedestrian and 
cyclist connections within the corridor. 
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5 Consultation with Stakeholders 
This section provides an overview of the key outcomes of stakeholder consultation which are of relevance to 
this SEIA. 

Roads and Maritime consulted with key stakeholders from 19 August to 18 September 2015 during the 
preferred corridor public display exhibition period. A total of 34 submissions were received.  

Key stakeholder engagement methods used during the consultation period are summarised in Table 5.1 
below. 

Table 5.1 Consultation During the Preferred Corridor Public Display 

Engagement method Details of activity 
Local media and newspaper 
advertisements 

The proposal was advertised in the following editions of local newspapers: 
■ Fairfield City Champion (19 and 26 August 2015) 
■ Fairfield Advance (19 and 26 August 2015). 

Door knocking Door knocking was undertaken to directly impacted residents along The 
Horsley Drive on 19 August 2015. 

Information leaflet Staff involved in door knocking on 19 August 2015 provided information leaflets 
to impacted residents. 

Community update newsletter ■ Delivered to residents in Horsley Park, Bossley Park and the Wetherill Park 
Smithfield Industrial Area 

■ Directly mailed to emergency services, local schools and universities, large 
businesses, places of public worship and community groups within the local 
area. 

Webpage Project webpage updated in July 2016 with latest project information including 
community update newsletter. 

Media release ■ Released by Tanya Davies MP, Member for Mulgoa on 18 August 2015 
■ Published in Fairfield City Champion on 26 August 2015. 

Information sessions ■ Information session held at Prairiewood Youth and Community Centre on 2 
September 2015. 16 people attended. 

■ Information session held at Horsley Park Hall on 5 September 2015. 40 
people attended.  

Stakeholder briefings Briefings were held with the following stakeholders: 
■ Horsley Park Public School (19 August 2015) 
■ Telstra (21 August 2015) 
■ Western Sydney Parklands Trust (17 September 2015) 
■ Office of Sport (23 September 2015). 

The outcomes of the preferred corridor public display period indicated that the majority of comments received 
provide overall support for the preferred corridor option, or the project overall. The results of the community 
engagement also indicate that local residents and businesses value an accessible road network and road 
safety for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists alike. The key issues raised by respondents were: 

■ Property access and impacts 
■ Shared or pedestrian paths and public transport 
■ Design comments, priority and timing 
■ Environmental impacts 
■ General comments and items outside the scope of the proposal. 
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The majority of submissions from residents and businesses were related to property access. The primary 
concerns raised were: 

■ Access impacts for businesses in the Wetherill Park Smithfield Industrial Area due to the loss of the roundabout. 
These businesses will be impacted as a result of the installation of traffic lights at the Cowpasture Road intersection 

■ Access to private properties and businesses between Ferrers Road and the M7 Motorway interchange due to the 
construction of a new median. 

After considering the submissions and comments received during the initial consultation period, Roads and 
Maritime have continued project planning and design based on the preferred corridor option displayed in 
August and September 2015.  

Roads and Maritime will continue consultation with relevant stakeholders during the environmental 
assessment process to ensure that issues raised are appropriately addressed throughout the detailed design 
development stage. 
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6 Socio- Economic Impact Assessment (SEIA) 
This section provides a summary of the likely socio-economic impacts from the proposal. The socio-
economic impact assessment (SEIA) is also informed by the outcomes of other technical studies undertaken 
for the project. 

6.1 Identified Socio-Economic Benefits 

Access and connectivity 
The proposal would provide a range of long term socio-economic benefits for the immediate community as 
well as communities and businesses in the wider region. These include: 

■ Significant improvements to efficiency at all key intersections compared to the base  case ‘do nothing’ scenario 
■ The proposed upgrade of The Horsley Drive would reduce delays and increase average travel speeds  
■ Reduction of average bus travel times and operating speeds under projected future traffic conditions. 

Improved freight accessibility 
The proposal would have a positive impact on improving freight accessibility to / from the area. As 
highlighted there would be significant improvements to key intersections compared with the existing road 
network.  

Local economy 
Access to employment opportunities could be improved temporarily during construction through provision of 
jobs associated with the construction phase. Workforce size during construction of the proposal would be 
confirmed during the detailed design phase. It is anticipated that the workforce would generally include 
labourers, plant operators, tradesmen, technicians and supervisors. The actual size of the construction 
workforce would vary over time and is dependent on the nature of construction activities. 

The proposal would positively impact on employment through the creation of construction-related 
employment on the proposal and indirect employment in businesses and industries that support construction. 
The proposed upgrade of The Horsley Drive could provide ongoing employment for local people working in 
the construction industry, allowing residents to continue to work in the local area. 

Safety 
The proposed upgrade of The Horsley Drive is expected to reduce the risk of crashes by decreasing 
congestion, improving road geometry and increasing active transport amenity along the corridor. It is 
expected that the proposed upgrade, with improved road capacity, would reduce traffic congestion along the 
corridor and thereby reduce the proportion of congestion-related rear-end crashes throughout the projects 
implementation. 

It is anticipated that the provision of the shared path to the south of The Horsley Drive would improve safety 
along the corridor. Pedestrians accessing businesses, residential dwellings or bus stops on the southern side 
of the corridor are currently required to walk in the westbound verge or use the footpath on the northern side 
and cross without any formal crossing facilities. The inclusion of the shared path would allow pedestrians to 
cross at signalised intersections along the corridor and use the dedicated active transport infrastructure. 
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Other potential benefits may include improved road safety during construction as stringent traffic controls and 
clear signage would be in place for the duration of construction and commissioning. These would reduce 
road speeds with some loss of convenience but improvement in safety. Overall these impacts are expected 
to be positive.  

6.2 Identified Socio-Economic Impacts 

Property acquisition 
The proposal would require related property adjustments, partial or total acquisition of a total of 108 
properties. Of the 108 properties affected a total of 7 properties would be offered total acquisition due to the 
proximity of the road proposal to residential homes.  There are development approvals in some of the 
properties that are identified for acquisition. The majority of the partial property acquisitions are owned by 
Western Sydney Parkland Trust or the State of NSW (Reserved for National Parks).  Properties requiring 
acquisition due to demolition are shown in Table 6.1. 

Table 6.1 Properties Requiring Demolition 

Address Justification 
1532 The Horsley Drive  
(Lot36A DP 13961) 

This property lies within the footprint of the widening of The Horsley Drive and 
requires demolition. 

1657 The Horsley Drive 
(Lot 79B DP 17288) 

This property lies within the footprint of the widening of The Horsley Drive and 
requires demolition. 

1667 The Horsley Drive  
(Lot79A DP 17288) 

This property lies within the footprint of the widening of The Horsley Drive and 
requires demolition.  

1671 The Horsley Drive 
(Lot 78B 347873) 

This property lies within the footprint of the widening of The Horsley Drive and 
requires demolition.  

1677 The Horsley Drive 
(Lot D DP398446) 

This property lies within the footprint of the widening of The Horsley Drive and 
requires demolition.  

1764 The Horsley Drive 
(Lot23 DP 1082065) 
(Lot 62 DP 740679) 

This property is directly impacted by the upgrading the western carriageway between 
the M7 and Wallgrove Road.  

For properties that are to be fully acquired, residents would need to relocate, with the potential for loss of 
community connections. Groups that may be more vulnerable to the impacts of relocation include residents 
from older groups, people with a disability and people from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) 
backgrounds. Factors that would affect the significance of these impacts include, but are not limited to: 

■ The length of tenure of households 
■ The proximity of other family members who rely on, or a relied upon by the relocated family for support 
■ The ability of the tenant to purchase a comparable property in the locality 
■ Whether the property also provides or is integral to the occupier’s ability to earn an income, such as agricultural 

pursuits. 

This may also result in a degree of uncertainty for some residents and business owners regarding the 
property acquisition process, such as the timing as well as possible impacts on future development. 
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Property adjustment plans would be developed during detailed design in consultation with the property 
owners. All land acquisitions would be conducted in accordance with the Roads and Maritime Land 
Acquisition Policy and compensation would be based on the requirements of the Land Acquisition (Just 
Terms) Compensation Act 1991.  

The extent of all property acquisition impacts, including property adjustment works, would be refined and 
confirmed during the detailed design phase in consultation with property owners.  

Access and connectivity  

Construction 
Residents accessing local and regional social infrastructure may be affected during construction through the 
reduction of road speeds, lane closures and additional construction traffic. This would result in increased 
travel times during the construction period. People travelling by buses may also be impacted by the 
temporary relocation of bus stops. These are considered to be short-term, minor impacts for the local 
community.  

Without management, construction works would result in the following temporary access and connectivity 
related impacts: 

■ Disruption to local access for motorists and public transport users 
■ Disruption to the operation of bus stops near the proposed works 
■ Potential changes to private property access. 

During construction temporary changes would be required to local access while potential delays and 
disruptions may occur near to construction works for motorists and public transport users. Delays are likely at 
The Horsley Drive/Cowpasture Road intersection during construction in the peak periods. 

Operation 
The upgrade of the existing The Horsley Drive / Cowpasture Road (south) roundabout to traffic signal will 
remove the ability of drivers to conduct U-turn manoeuvres at this location, as it is not proposed to permit U-
turns at the signalised intersections. The removal of the roundabout will impact upon the businesses in the 
Wetherill Park Smithfield Industrial Area as they will no longer be able to conduct U-turn manoeuvres at this 
intersection.  

The traffic impact assessment concludes that there is a relatively low U-turn demand at The Horsley Drive / 
Cowpasture Road roundabout and therefore likely impact of removing the roundabout as U-turn facility would 
be insignificant. It is expected that light vehicle drivers that are currently conducting U-turns at this 
intersection would be able to find alternative routes to their destination in the wider study area road network 
or use the new U-turn facilities provided in the proposal corridor. 

Alternative access routes for properties at 1353, 1357, 1336 and 1345 The Horsley Drive are: 

■ The Horsley Drive eastern approach may divert to via Elizabeth Street-Victoria Street-Cowpasture Road southbound 
■ Southbound from the Cowpasture Road south with a U-turn at Cowpasture Road south / Restwell Road roundabout. 

There is one potential alternative exit route for the property at 2 Cowpasture place. This is southbound from 
the Cowpasture Road with a U-turn at Cowpasture Road south/ Restwell Road roundabout.  

Travel times to access/egress properties at 1345, 1353, 1336 and 1357 The Horsley Drive and 2 
Cowpasture Place via potential alternative routes are predicated to be up to 4 minutes higher on average 
when compared to the existing U-turn routes in both AM and PM peak periods. 



 

The Horsley Drive Upgrade between M7 Motorway and Cowpasture Road 
Socio-Economic Impact Assessment 

 
 

PR130349 | June 2017      Page 35 
 

The traffic passing through the Cowpasture Road/Newton Road roundabout using an alternative route would 
have a minor impact on this intersection operation in both AM and PM peak periods.   

Community values and amenity 
The community consultation outcomes indicated that the key community values relate to access to 
businesses and private properties, road safety and pedestrian and cyclist pathways. The proposal has the 
potential to impact negatively on some of these values during construction. For example, construction 
activities would result in some changes to the landscape character of the semi-rural area. 

The proposal would have the potential to impact on local amenity during construction depending on the 
proximity of residential properties, businesses and community facilities to the proposal area, the construction 
compounds and along haulage routes. Amenity for dwellings close to The Horsley Drive, Cowpasture Road 
and Ferrers Road may be impacted by existing traffic volumes and the movement of heavy vehicles in 
particular.  

During the construction phase, amenity impacts would include increased noise, potential increased dust and 
vibration, and changes to air quality. Increased traffic may also lead to reduced safety for pedestrians and 
cyclists on these roads. Construction of the proposal may result in amenity impacts for residents adjoining 
and within the vicinity of the proposal because of the following:  

■ Potential increase in traffic due to the delivery of plant, materials and construction personnel and disruptions to 
access  

■ Increase in noise due to the operation of plant and equipment and increased traffic  
■ Visual impacts  
■ Potential dust disturbance.  

Amenity impacts would be temporary in nature and appropriately managed with the safeguards provided in 
the technical studies related to this proposal. 

Local economy 
Indirect impacts on the local economy include changed access arrangements along The Horsley Drive as a 
result of the installation of the median strip, which could change the way vehicles access businesses located 
within the proposal area. Vehicles would be required to use alternate routes to access businesses located on 
The Horsley Drive, which could temporarily impact wayfinding for vehicles to access these businesses and 
services. 

Noise  
A Noise and Vibration Assessment has been prepared by GHD dated 2017 and is attached as part of this 
proposal. The report considers the potential impacts of the proposal both as a source and a receiver of noise 
during construction and operational phases. 

Construction 
Most construction works for The Horsley Drive upgrade would be undertaken within standard construction 
hours. Any works outside of construction hours include the preparation of construction compounds, 
pavement works and landscaping. 

Construction would generate heavy vehicle movements associated with the transportation of construction 
machinery, equipment and materials to the site. Light vehicle movements would be associated with 
employees and smaller deliveries. Construction traffic movements would be generally limited along The 
Horsley Drive and the M7 Motorway. 

Consultation with local residents would be undertaken for any works outside the standard construction hours.  
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Operation  
The proposed lane widening and straightening will move The Horsley Drive closer to residences located to 
the north of the road. This has the potential to increase maximum noise levels at these residences. 

The proposed signalised intersection at The Horsley Drive and Cowpasture Road has the potential to make 
the traffic flow less continuous, with discrete accelerating and braking movements to and from the traffic 
lights. These movements have the potential to increase the maximum noise levels at the residential receivers 
directly facing the intersection and The Horsley Drive, leading up to the intersection. 

Operational noise impacts from the installation of pedestrian audio tactile devices at residential receivers 
have been considered with respect to the Industrial Noise Policy. As a result, sleep disturbance impacts from 
the operation of audio tactile devices at the pedestrian crossing are not anticipated. 

Traffic  
A Traffic and Transport Assessment has been prepared by SMEC Australia Pty Ltd and is attached as an 
appendix to the EIR for this proposal. The report considers the potential traffic impacts of the proposal during 
both the construction and operational phases. 

Construction 
It is anticipated that day works would be utilised for as much of the construction period as feasibly possible, 
with side-tracks and temporary intersections implemented when required. It is also expected that night work 
would be required at the M7 Motorway/ Wallgrove Road intersections at the western end of the proposal 
area and at the intersection of The Horsley Drive and Cowpasture Road due to the restricted width available 
for construction at these locations. 

Operation 
The upgrade of the existing The Horsley Drive / Cowpasture Road (south) roundabout to traffic signal will 
remove the ability of drivers to conduct U-turn manoeuvres at this location, as it is not proposed to permit U-
turns at the signalised intersections. The Traffic and Transport Assessment concludes that there is a 
relatively low U-turn demand at this intersection and the impacts of its removal would be minimal. It is 
expected that vehicle drivers that currently conduct U-turns at this intersection would be able to find 
alternative routes to their destination via the local road network.The Traffic Report outlines a number of 
alternate routes.    

Travel times to access/egress properties at 1345, 1353, 1336 and 1357 The Horsley Drive and 2 
Cowpasture Place via potential alternative routes are predicated to be up to 4 minutes higher on average 
when compared to the existing U-turn routes in both AM and PM peak periods. 

The traffic passing through the Cowpasture Road/Newton Road roundabout using an alternative route would 
have a minor impact on this intersection operation in both AM and PM peak periods.   
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7 Mitigation Measures 
In order to address the likely impacts of the proposal identified in Section 6, a number of specific actions 
have been identified for consideration. Table 7.1 below outlines the recommended management and 
mitigation strategies to address the potential socio-economic impacts that are likely to result from the 
proposal. 

Table 7.1 Mitigation Measure/s 

Impact Mitigation Measure/s Responsibility Timing 
Property 
acquisition 

■ All property adjustment works to offset impacts will be 
undertaken in consultation with property owners 

■ All acquisition will be undertaken in accordance with the 
Roads and Maritime Land Acquisition Policy and the 
provisions of the Land Acquisition (Just Terms 
Compensation) Act 1991. 

Roads and 
Maritime 

Pre-
construction 
and 
construction 

Access and 
connectivity 

■ The community will be informed about upcoming construction 
activities including advertisements in the local media, letter 
box drops, prominently placed advisory notices and project 
webpage updates 

■ Provision of signage outlining the pedestrian and cyclist 
diversion routes would be displayed during construction 

■ Any works that affect pedestrians and cyclists will be notified 
in advance of commencement 

■ Access to appropriate bus stop locations would be 
maintained during construction in consultation with bus 
operators 

■ Ongoing updates on locations and access to bus stops would 
be provided to the community during the construction period 
to ensure that disruption is minimised 

■ Property access would be maintained at all times where 
feasible. Where not possible alternative arrangements would 
be made in consultation with the landowner 

■ Where temporary access impacts are necessary, owners and 
tenants would be consulted regarding alternate access 
arrangements. 

Roads and 
Maritime 

Pre-
construction 
and 
construction 

Community 
values and 
amenity 

■ Implementation of measures to manage the potential 
construction and operation access, noise and vibration, 
visual and air quality impacts  

■ Local residents and businesses would be adequately notified 
prior to works commencing as part of the consultation 
program and would be regularly informed of construction 
activities 

■ Implementation of a complaints handling procedure and 
register throughout the construction period. 

Road and 
Maritime and 
construction 
contractor 

Pre-
construction 
and 
construction 
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Impact Mitigation Measure/s Responsibility Timing 
Local economy ■ Where temporary access impacts are necessary, owners and 

tenants would be consulted regarding alternate access 
arrangements 

■ Where feasible and required, construction works will take 
place on weekends and nights to minimise traffic disruptions 

■ Ongoing communication and consultation with local 
businesses located in close proximity to construction works 
will provide details about the timing, duration and likely 
impacts of construction activities. 

Roads and 
Maritime 

Pre-
construction 
and 
construction 

Local economy ■ Where the upgraded road network impacts upon existing 
road accessibility, owners and tenants would be consulted 
regarding alternate access arrangements. 

Roads and 
Maritime 

  Operation 

Noise ■ All potentially impacted residents are to be informed of the 
nature, duration and expected noise levels of works 
throughout the construction process. A point of contact is to 
be provided as part of the communications strategy for the 
project 

■ Construction works that have the potential to produce high 
noise or vibration levels (such as concrete sawing) are to be 
scheduled during less sensitive times 

■ Access to and from the site outside standard construction 
hours should be reduced to minimise potential sleep 
disturbance to nearby residents. 

Construction 
contractor 

Construction 

Noise ■ Noise mitigation should be designed to reduce noise levels to 
the criteria for qualifying residential receivers 

■ Noise mitigation should be evaluated and installed where 
feasible and required. 

■ Noise mitigation measures in the following order of 
preference are proposed; quieter pavement surfaces, noise 
mounds, noise walls, at property treatments.  

Roads and 
Maritime 

Operation 

Traffic ■ Develop a detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan 
(CTMP) 

■ Consult with property owners impacted by access 
arrangement alterations 

■ Design and implement a signage strategy to guide public 
transport users to changed bus stop/ bus route locations  

■ Consult with bus operators about relocated or removed bus 
stops 

■ Pedestrian and cyclist access (including crossing facilities) 
are to be maintained and separated from works areas at all 
times. 

Roads and 
Maritime and 
construction 
contractor 

Pre-
construction 
and 
construction 

Traffic ■ Consult with property owners impacted by access 
arrangement alterations 

■ Consult with bus operators about relocated or removed bus 
stops 

■ Pedestrian and cyclist access (including crossing facilities) 
are to be maintained and separated from works areas at all 
times. 

Roads and 
Maritime 

Operation 
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8 Conclusion 
This report provides an assessment of potential socio-economic impacts associated with the design, 
construction and operation of The Horsley Drive upgrade between the M7 Motorway and Cowpasture Road, 
Horsley Park.  

The proposal would have a number of benefits for the local community and the broader region, particularly in 
relation to improvements to access and safety. While negative impacts have been identified a number of 
mitigation measures have been addressed.  

A number of socio-economic benefits of the proposal include: 

■ Generation of employment and increase in local trade during the construction phase of the proposal
■ Once operational, decreased traffic congestion along The Horsley Drive which would improve the east-west

connection between the Western Sydney Employment Area (WSEA), the M7 Motorway and Wetherill Park Smithfield
Industrial Area

■ Benefits to the local and regional economy by improved access and travel times for both local and regional
communities and businesses

■ Improved safety and accessibility between the M7 Motorway and Cowpasture Road for pedestrians and cyclists
along with enhanced connectivity to the existing shared path network and Western Sydney Parkland Cycleway

■ Improved driver safety for motorists.

The identified socio-economic impacts of the proposal include: 

■ The acquisition of seven (7) properties and associated relocation of these residents
■ Construction works would result in temporary changes to access within and through local areas
■ Permanent access impacts on local residents, businesses and road users due to the construction of a central

median strip on The Horsley Drive, and upgrading the Cowpasture Road roundabout to a signalised intersection. 
Right turn movements in and out of properties along the corridor and U-turning at The Horsley Drive and 
Cowpasture Road intersection south would not be possible with the road upgrade.

■ Businesses may experience temporary reduced access during the construction period which is likely to impact upon
revenue

■ Increased travel times and delays as a result of construction works and minor increased construction traffic over the
construction period for local residents and road users that travel via The Horsley Drive

■ Local amenity impacts on residents and businesses, including noise and vibration as well as visual impacts during
the construction phase of the proposal.

This assessment concludes that the implementation of mitigation measures identified in Section 7 would 
minimise the potential socio-economic impacts on the locality during construction and operation, and ensure 
that the proposal’s benefits are realised. 

Consultation with affected property owners has commenced. This would continue throughout the design, pre-
construction and construction phases to minimise the potential socio-economic impacts of the proposal. 
Communication with nearby residents and the broader community during construction would also assist in 
refining the mitigation measures recommended for the potential project impacts. 
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