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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) is in the process of planning for a proposed 
program of road safety improvements along the Great Western Highway between Katoomba and 
Mount Victoria. A preliminary non-Aboriginal heritage constraints analysis was undertaken for the 
proposed works in 2013. This initial study was a desktop assessment with the study area extending 
to 250m on either side of the Great Western Highway (Artefact Heritage 2013).  The study found that 
works within this area had the potential to impact a large number of listed heritage items and historical 
archaeological remains. 

The concept design for the proposed works has now been prepared, and Roads and Maritime has 
engaged Hyder Consulting (Hyder) to prepare the required Review of Environmental Factors (REF). 
On behalf of Hyder, Artefact Heritage has prepared this non-Aboriginal heritage study to inform the 
REF. The study area is reduced from the 2013 desktop assessment, as the proposed works are 
confined largely to the existing road reserve. 

The aim of this study is to identify whether items of non-Aboriginal heritage significance would be 
impacted by the proposal, and to recommend if management or mitigation measures are required. 

Overview of Findings 

The study area is within the Greater Blue Mountains Area, which has been recognised as having 
natural heritage values of world significance. The outstanding cultural, geological, and aesthetic 
significance of the Area has also been documented in a number of heritage listings. The Great 
Western Highway itself is also of heritage significance, due to its place in the history of the non-
Aboriginal settlement of the colony generally, and of the Blue Mountains more particularly. In 
addition, a large number of specific heritage items have been identified within and adjacent to the 
study area. 

The following potential heritage impact has been identified as a result of the proposed works: 

General 

•	 The proposed works would involve alterations to the Great Western Highway, which has been 

identified as being of heritage significance. The works can be considered to contribute to the 

significance of the road, as they will continue a process of alterations to allow continued use of the 

route that has been ongoing since 1815. However, they should also be considered a heritage 

impact, as they would result in the removal of earlier fabric and alterations to sections of the earlier 

alignment. 

Section A: Katoomba to Medlow Bath 

•	 Explorers Tree and Environs, 386 Great Western Highway, Katoomba (LEP1991 / DLEP2013 

K031; RNE 2995). No work to the item itself is proposed, however as the item appears to be 

unstable, it is considered that works in the vicinity have the potential to further destabilise this 

item. 
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Section B: Medlow Bath Township 

•	 Medlow Bath Bus Shelter (not listed). It is proposed to re-locate the present bus-stop to the south, 

which would involve removal of the shelter. This item is considered to have social significance 

and is a recent example of community works to celebrate the heritage of the area, which is a 

characteristic feature of the study area. 

Section C: Medlow Bath to Blackheath 

No specific potential heritage impact was identified in this Section of the proposed works, beyond the 
impact to the Great Western Highway, as outlined above. 

Section D: Blackheath Township 

•	 Transport corridor, Leichhardt to Kanimbla Streets, Blackheath (LEP1991 BH063). The proposed 

works include widening of the road shoulder and removal of vegetation within this part of the road 

corridor, and are likely to impact the item. 

•	 The Manse, 174 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH129). The 

proposed works include widening of the road shoulder in front of this item, and may involve 

removal of vegetation. 

•	 Railway Dam (site only), 171-191 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 BH053). The 

proposed works do not extend over the location of the former dam. However, they include 

widening of the road shoulder alongside the item. This may involve removal of some or all of the 

row of mature trees that are an important element of the Whitley Park landscape and this section 

of the streetscape. 

•	 St Mounts, 1A & 3 Abbott Street and 194-196 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / 

LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH052). The proposed works include realignment of the entrance to the 

access road running along the eastern boundary of this item. This may involve removal of 

vegetation from the road verge. 

•	 Neate Park and road reserve to the north.  In the vicinity of Neate Park itself, and immediately to 

the north, the proposed works are limited to road marking.  They are unlikely to impact the Park, 

vegetation within the Park and road reserve or the identified items (horse trough [LEP2005 / 

DLEP2013 BH134], Govett’s Leap sculpture, water bubbler). However, the proposed works 

include widening of the road immediately to the south of the intersection with Govetts Leap Road.  

This would involve impact to the setting of the two Shelters (one listed: LEP2005 / DLEP2013 

BH172) and Rotary Directory (LEP2005 / DLEP2013), although it is not expected that these three 

structures will be removed. On the opposite side of the intersection, widening of the corner will 

reduce the setting of the Evans Obelisk (not listed). 

•	 Blackheath Railway Station Group, Main Western railway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 

DLEP2013 BH029; RNE 101177; NT R999; RailCorp s170; SHR 1088) and Shops adjacent to the 

station, 266 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (RailCorp s170; LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH173). 

The proposed works include widening the road shoulder in the vicinity of these items, but do not 

extend within the SHR curtilage.  However, as elements of the two shops extend over the 
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pavement, it is possible that the works would involve impact to these items. As the shops are 

closely associated with the railway station (and included in the SHR curtilage as mapped), any 

impact would also affect the Blackheath Railway Station Group.  It is presently considered that no 

impact to this item is likely, however the potential for impact should be re-assessed during detailed 

design. 

•	 Blackheath General Cemetery, 322-331 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (BH120).  The 

proposed works involve widening the road shoulder alongside the Cemetery, and formalising the 

entrance to the access track. The works are likely to involve removal of mature trees from the 

road verge in front of the Cemetery, and are therefore likely to impact the item. 

Section E: Blackheath to Mount Victoria 

No specific potential heritage impact was identified in this Section of the proposed works, beyond the 
impact to the Great Western Highway, as outlined above. 

Recommendations 

Where possible, the design of the proposed works would be amended to avoid and/or minimise 
heritage impact. However, the following recommendations are based on the identified impact 
indicated by the current plans of the proposed construction footprint. 

General 

•	 Any amendments to the extent of the study area or proposed works would be subject to additional 

historical heritage assessment. 

•	 The design of the works should ensure that no direct or indirect impact to the Blue Mountains 

National Park results from the construction, use or maintenance of the works. 

•	 The design of the works should ensure the retention of existing viewlines along the highway, from 

the highway into the adjacent Blue Mountains National Park, and from the highway into the 

neighbouring village centres. 

•	 Direct and indirect impact to existing trees should be avoided wherever possible. 

•	 An archival record should be made of the present condition of the Great Western Highway within 

the study area.  This should include a history of this section of the highway, a current survey plan, 

and photographic recording of those sections to be altered. 

•	 A work method statement should be prepared to guide the archaeological investigation and 

recording of any archaeological remains of earlier phases of the Great Western Highway 

uncovered in the course of the proposed works. As remains of former road surfaces would be 

classified as works, a permit from the Heritage Division is not required. 

•	 During works in the vicinity of heritage items, appropriate precautions should be incorporated into 

the construction methodology in order to avoid inadvertent impact.  This may involve a heritage 

induction for the works team and fencing of a buffer area around the item. 
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•	 If a heritage item or potential heritage item is uncovered in the course of the proposed works, the 

Roads and Maritime Standard Management Procedure – Unexpected heritage items (2015) would 

be followed. 

Section A: Katoomba to Medlow Bath 

•	 The design and construction of any proposed works in the vicinity of the Explorers Tree should be 

planned so as to avoid any direct and/or indirect impact to the item, both during construction and 

ongoing use of the highway. 

•	 Any new elements introduced in the vicinity of this item should not obscure the view of the 

Explorers Tree from the highway. The design of any new elements should reflect the existing 

elements and the heritage significance of the place. 

Section B: Medlow Bath Township 

•	 Fencing should be used during construction to prevent access and damage to the boundary fence 

of the Hydro Majestic Hotel. 

•	 Controls should be introduced during works to avoid impacts to the plantings on the western side 

of the boundary fence of the Hydro Majestic Hotel from machinery or vehicles. This should 

include use of a spotter during works in the vicinity of the plantings. 

•	 Works should be avoided within the root-zone areas of the trees comprising the Avenue of 

Radiata Pines.  Fencing should be used during construction to prevent access to trees in the 

vicinity of works. 

•	 Controls should be introduced during works to avoid impacts to the trees comprising the Avenue 

of Radiata Pines from machinery or vehicles.  This should include use of a spotter during works in 

the vicinity of the trees. 

•	 The painted Medlow Bath Bus Shelter should be moved to the new bus-stop location if possible, 

and kept in use as a bus shelter. 

Section C: Medlow Bath to Blackheath 

•	 The general recommendations given above are sufficient to manage the heritage values of this 

Section. 

Section D: Blackheath Township 

•	 Consultation should be undertaken with Blue Mountains City Council in accordance with the 

ISEPP, regarding the potential for impact on the Transport Corridor, Blackheath Railway Station 

Group and adjacent Shops if impacts are more than minor.  

•	 Consultation should be undertaken with RailCorp, regarding the potential for impact on the 

Blackheath Railway Station Group and Shops. RailCorp should be provided with a copy of the 

present report and notice of intention to carry out the works. Any response from RailCorp should 

be taken into consideration. 
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•	 The detailed design of the proposed works should be amended to avoid and/or minimise impact 

on the Shops and the trees adjacent to the Railway Station Group. Where possible, works should 

not extend into the SHR curtilage, or involve removal of or impact to fabric or plantings that are 

part of the item or the setting of the item. 

•	 A re-assessment of the potential for impact should be undertaken during detailed design. If 

impacts are proposed within the SHR curtilage of the Blackheath Railway Station Group and 

Shops an application should be lodged with the Heritage Division of the Office of Environment and 

Heritage in accordance with Section 60 of the Heritage Act 1977, to obtain a permit or a Section 

57 exemption. 

•	 An archival record should be made of the Transport Corridor, and the Blackheath Railway Station 

Group and Shops. 

•	 The number of trees and other plantings to be removed should be minimised. Where trees with 

heritage value are removed they should be replaced with a tree of the same species, as close to 

the original location as possible where practicable. 

•	 The design of the proposed works should ensure that safe and easy pedestrian access to the 

features at the intersection with Govetts Leap Road is maintained (two shelters, Rotary Directory, 

Evans Obelisk). 

•	 If excavation is proposed for the two identified locations of potential archaeological remains (to the 

north of the intersection with Govetts Leap Road, and in the vicinity of Leichhardt Street), an 

archaeological assessment should be undertaken. It may then be necessary to apply to the 

Heritage Division for a s139 Exemption Notification or s140 Excavation Permit before work in 

these locations can commence. 

Section E: Blackheath to Mount Victoria 

•	 The general recommendations given above are sufficient to manage the heritage values of this 

Section. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) is in the process of planning for a proposed 
program of road safety improvements along that stretch of the Great Western Highway between 
Katoomba and Mount Victoria. A preliminary non-Aboriginal heritage constraints analysis was 
undertaken for the proposed works in 2013. This initial study was a desktop assessment, with the 
study area extending to 250m on either side of the Great Western Highway (Artefact Heritage 2013). 
The study found that works within this area had the potential to impact a large number of listed 
heritage items and historical archaeological remains. 

The concept design for the proposed works has now been prepared, and Roads and Maritime has 
engaged Hyder Consulting (Hyder) to prepare the required Review of Environmental Factors (REF). 
On behalf of Hyder, Artefact Heritage has prepared this historical (non-Aboriginal) heritage study to 
inform the REF. The study area is reduced from the 2013 desktop assessment, as the proposed 
works are confined largely to the existing road reserve. Aboriginal heritage is addressed in a 
separate report (Artefact Heritage, in prep.). 

1.2 Study Area 

The study area consists of that part of the Great Western Highway road reserve between the 
intersection with Rowan Lane, Katoomba, and Browntown Oval, Mount Victoria (Figure 1).  This study 
area is approximately 14km in length, and is in the Blue Mountains Local Government Area. The 
study area has been divided into five sections (Table 1). The footprint of the proposed works does 
not extend across the whole of the study area. 

The study addresses heritage items within and adjacent to the road reserve. 

Table 1: Concept design sections. 

Section Location 

Section A Katoomba (Rowan Lane) to Medlow Bath (Foy Avenue) 

Section B Medlow Bath township (Foy Avenue to 150m south of Station Street) 

Section C Medlow Bath (110m north of Station Street) to Blackheath (Evans Lookout Road) 

Section D Blackheath township (Evans Lookout Road to 230 metres north of Radiance Avenue) 

Section E Blackheath (230m north of Radiance Avenue) to Mount Victoria (entrance to Browntown 
Oval) 

1.3 Scope and Objectives of Study 

This report is intended to identify the historical heritage values of the study area, and assess the 
potential for the proposed works to impact these values. Recommendations are provided to avoid, 
minimise and/or mitigate heritage impact where identified, in accordance with the relevant legislative 
requirements and current best practice. 
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Figure 1 Location of the study area. 
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1.4 Methodology 

The initial stage of desktop research included a review of previous relevant heritage assessments, 
accessed through the Heritage Division library and the online resource NSW Archaeology Online. A 
search of the following heritage registers was undertaken to identify known heritage items: 

• World Heritage List. 

• National Heritage List. 

• Commonwealth Heritage List. 

• State Heritage Register. 

• S170 Heritage and Conservation Registers. 

• Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan 1991. 

• Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan 2005. 

• Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan 2013. 

• Blue Mountains Development Control Plan No.9 Significant Trees. 

• Register of the National Estate. 

• Register of the National Trust of Australia (NSW). 

The site inspection was undertaken by Fenella Atkinson and Owen Barrett on 16 July 2015. The 
survey was necessary to ground truth the desktop assessment, investigate any heritage items or 
visible archaeological remains in the study area, and assess potential impacts to these items as a 
result of the proposed works. A photographic record was kept, with photographs taken of all heritage 
items and potential heritage or archaeological sites. 

The results of the desktop research and site inspection were compiled to produce a register of 
heritage items within and adjacent to the study area. The heritage significance of each item has been 
assessed in accordance with the guidelines Assessing Heritage Significance (Heritage Office 2001). 

The potential heritage impact of the proposed development was then assessed, and 
recommendations for the management and mitigation of this potential impact were developed based 
on the relevant legislation and guidelines (outlined in Section 2.0). 

1.5 Report Authorship 

This report was written by Andrew Crisp and Fenella Atkinson, with mapping by Claire Rayner. The 
survey was undertaken by Fenella and Owen Barrett. The report was reviewed by Dr Sandra 
Wallace. The assistance of the following individuals is gratefully acknowledged: 

• Naveen Jayavarapu and Jasper Childs, Roads and Maritime Services. 

• Shannon Blackmore and Zoe Wood, Hyder Consulting. 

• Rachel Ward, librarian, Heritage Division. 

• Robert Parkinson, Map Sales, Land and Property Information. 
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2.0	 LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

Non-Aboriginal heritage is protected in New South Wales by Commonwealth and State legislation and 
environmental planning instruments. The relevant provisions are summarised below. 

2.1	 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Commonwealth) 

The Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act) 
provides a legal framework to protect and manage nationally and internationally important flora, 
fauna, ecological communities and heritage places. These are defined in the EPBC Act 1999 as 
matters of national environmental significance. Under the EPBC Act 1999, nationally significant 
heritage items are protected through listing on the National Heritage List and/or the Commonwealth 
Heritage List. 

The EPBC Act also regulates actions that will, or are likely to, have a significant impact on the World 
Heritage values of a declared World Heritage property within Australia. An action is likely to have a 
significant impact on the World Heritage values of a declared World Heritage property if there is a real 
chance or possibility that it will cause: 

•	 One or more of the World Heritage values to be lost. 

•	 One or more of the World Heritage values to be degraded or damaged, or 

•	 One or more of the World Heritage values to be notably altered, modified, obscured or 

diminished. 

A person proposing to undertake an action that is likely to have a significant impact on the World 
Heritage values of the property would need to refer the action to the Minister for Sustainability, 
Environment, Water, Population and Communities (the Minister). The Minister would then decide 
whether the action required approval under the EPBC Act. If the Minister decides that approval is 
required, then an environmental assessment of the action would need to be carried out and based on 
this assessment the Minister would decide whether to approve the action. 

If the proposed action was to be undertaken in accordance with an existing accredited management 
plan for the World Heritage property, then approval would not be required and the action need not be 
referred to the Minister. 

2.2	 The Heritage Act 1977 (NSW) 

The NSW Heritage Act 1977 (the Heritage Act) is the primary piece of State legislation affording 
protection to items of environmental heritage (natural and cultural) in NSW. Under the Heritage Act, 
‘items of environmental heritage’ include places, buildings, works, relics, moveable objects and 
precincts identified as significant based on historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, 
architectural, natural or aesthetic values. State significant items are listed on the NSW State Heritage 
Register (SHR) and are given automatic protection under the Heritage Act against any activities that 
may damage an item or affect its heritage significance. 

The Heritage Act also protects 'relics', which can include archaeological material, features and 
deposits. Section 4(1) of the Heritage Act (as amended 2009) defines ‘relic’ as follows: 

relic means any deposit, artefact, object or material evidence that: 
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(a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not 
being Aboriginal settlement, and 

(b) is of State or local heritage significance. 

Section 139(1) of the Heritage Act states that: 

A person must not disturb or excavate any land knowingly or having reasonable 
cause to suspect that the disturbance or excavation will or is likely to result in a 
relic being discovered, exposed, damaged or destroyed unless the disturbance or 
excavation is carried out in accordance with an excavation permit. 

Permits to disturb or excavate ‘relics’ are issued by the NSW Heritage Council or a Delegate of the 
NSW Heritage Council under Section 140 (for relics not protected by an SHR listing) or Section 60 
(for relics protected by an SHR listing) of the Heritage Act. Exceptions or exemptions to these permits 
may be applicable under certain conditions. 

The Heritage Act also requires all government agencies to identify and manage heritage assets in 
their ownership and control. Under Section 170 of the Heritage Act, government agencies must 
establish and keep a register which includes all items of environmental heritage listed on the SHR, an 
environmental planning instrument, or which may be subject to an interim heritage order that are 
owned, occupied or managed by that government body. Under Section 170A of the Heritage Act all 
government agencies must also ensure that items entered on its register are maintained with due 
diligence in accordance with State Owned Heritage Management Principles approved by the NSW 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure on the advice of the NSW Heritage Council. 

2.3 The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) 

The NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (the EP&A Act) establishes the 
framework for cultural heritage values to be formally assessed in the land use planning and 
development consent process. The EP&A Act requires that environmental impacts are considered 
before land development; this includes impacts on cultural heritage items and places as well as 
archaeological sites and deposits. The EP&A Act also requires that local governments prepare 
planning instruments (such as Local Environmental Plans and Development Control Plans) in 
accordance with the EP&A Act to provide guidance on the level of environmental assessment 
required. 

The current study area falls within the boundaries of the Blue Mountains Local Government Area 
(LGA) and is subject to the following instruments: 

• Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan 1991. 

• Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan 2005. 

• Draft Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan 2013. 

• Blue Mountains Development Control Plan No. 9 Significant Trees. 

• Blue Mountains Better Living Development Control Plan 2005. 
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As the proposed works will be undertaken by Roads and Maritime, a state government agency, the 
above Local Environmental Plans (LEPs) and Development Control Plans (DCPs) would be 
overridden by the State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) (ISEPP) 2007 (see below). 

2.4 State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) (ISEPP) 2007 

In 2007, the ISEPP was introduced in order to streamline the development of infrastructure projects 
undertaken by state agencies, including Roads and Maritime. Generally, where there is conflict 
between the provisions of the ISEPP and other environmental planning instruments, the ISEPP 
prevails. Under the ISEPP, development for the purpose of a road or road infrastructure facilities may 
be carried out by a public authority without consent on any land. 

The ISEPP overrides the controls included in the Blue Mountains LEPs and DCP, and Roads and 
Maritime would be required to consult with the Council only when development “is likely to have an 
impact that is not minor or inconsequential on a local heritage item (other than a local heritage item 
that is also a State heritage item) or a heritage conservation area”. When this is the case, Roads and 
Maritime must not carry out such development until it has: 

•	 Had an assessment of the impact prepared. 

•	 Given written notice of the intention to carry out the development, with a copy of the assessment, 

to the Council for the area in which the heritage item or heritage conservation area (or the relevant 

part of such an area) is located. 

•	 Taken into consideration any response to the notice that is received from the Council within 21 

days after the notice is given (ISEPP Clause 14). 
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3.0 HERITAGE LISTINGS AND PREVIOUS REPORTS 

3.1 Heritage Registers 

Statutory registers provide legal protection for heritage items. In NSW, the Heritage Act 1977, and the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 give legal protection. The State Heritage Register, 
the S170 registers, and heritage schedules of Local Environment Plans are statutory listings. Places 
on the World, National and Commonwealth Heritage List are protected under the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. There are also a number of relevant 
non-statutory heritage registers. 

The following registers have been searched for listed items within and adjacent to the study area: 

Statutory World Heritage List 
National Heritage List 
Commonwealth Heritage List 
State Heritage Register 
S170 Heritage and Conservation Registers 
Blue Mountains LEP 1991 
Blue Mountains LEP 2005 
Blue Mountains LEP 2013 
Blue Mountains DCP No.9 Significant Trees 

Non Statutory Register of the National Estate 
Register of the National Trust of Australia (NSW) 

A compilation of the results can be found in Table 2. 

3.1.1 Statutory Heritage Registers 

World Heritage List 

The World Heritage List was established by the international body UNESCO. Protection for those 
items on the World Heritage List that are on Australian territory is provided by the EPBC Act, as 
outlined above. 

There is one listed item adjacent to the study area: 

Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Greater Blue Mountains Area Great Western Highway, Katoomba 105127 A-E Adjacent 

National Heritage List 

The Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
established the National Heritage List, which is intended to recognise and protect places of 
outstanding heritage value to the nation. 

There is one listed item adjacent to the study area: 
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Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Great Western Highway, Greater Blue Mountains Area 105999 (listed) A-E Adjacent Katoomba 

Greater Blue Mountains Area - Great Western Highway, 105696 A-E Adjacent Additional Values Katoomba (nominated) 

Commonwealth Heritage List 

The Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) also 
established the Commonwealth Heritage List, for items on Commonwealth land and/or in the 
management of a Commonwealth agency. 

There are no listed items within or adjacent to the study area. 

State Heritage Register 

The State Heritage Register (SHR) is a list of places and objects of heritage significance to the people 
of NSW. It is established by the NSW Heritage Act 1977, and is administered by the Heritage 
Division of the Office of Environment and Heritage. 

There are two listed items adjacent to the study area: 

Item Address ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Great Western Highway, Medlow Medlow Bath Railway Station Group 1190 B Adjacent Bath 

Main Western railway, Blackheath Blackheath Railway Station Group 1088 D Adjacent Part Lot 103 DP 1167899 

Although the SHR curtilage of the Blackheath Railway Station Group is adjacent to the study area, it 
includes two Shops the awnings of which extend over the footpath into the road corridor. The Shops 
are also listed as a separate item in the RailCorp s170 Register (below). 

Section 170 Registers 

Section 170 of the Heritage Act 1977 requires NSW state government agencies to keep a register of 
heritage items. An S170 register is a record of the heritage assets owned or managed by a NSW 
government agency. The listings are reproduced in the State Heritage Inventory, which was 
searched for the present report. 

On the RailCorp Section 170 Register, there is one listed item partly within the study area, and two 
listed items adjacent to the study area: 

Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway Station Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath n/a B Adjacent Group 
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Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station - 266 Great Western Highway, n/a D Within Shops Blackheath 

Blackheath Railway Station Great Western Highway, Blackheath n/a D Adjacent Group 

Blue Mountains LEP 1991, LEP 2005 and Draft LEP 2013 

In accordance with the provisions of the EP&A Act, the Blue Mountains City Council has developed a 
number of environmental planning instruments to regulate development in the LGA. There are three 
LEPs that are relevant to the study area: 

• Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan 1991. 

• Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan 2005. 

• Draft Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan 2013. 

Each of these has a schedule of heritage items or environmental heritage, which is a register of items 
within the LGA that are considered to be of heritage significance at a local or state level and which 
are protected by the heritage provisions of the LEPs. 

On the heritage register of the LEP 1991 (Schedule 2), there are four listed items within the study 
area and 21 listed items adjacent to the study area. 

Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Transport corridor Between Parke Street and Sutcliffe 
Place, Katoomba K065 A Adjacent 

Hillcrest and garden 

304 Great Western Highway, 
Katoomba 
Lots15-16 & 24-28 Sec 2 DP 1648, 
Lots 8-10 DP 772152 

K063 A Adjacent 

Explorers Tree and Environs 
386 Great Western Highway, 
Katoomba 
Lot 1 DP 10148 

K031 A Adjacent 

Mature pine streetscape 
Great Western Highway and railway, 
between Bellevue Crescent and 
Medlow Railway Bridge, Medlow Bath 

MB015 B Within 

Hydro Majestic 

52-88 Great Western Highway, 
Medlow Bath 
Lots 8-22 DP 2450, part Lot 1 DP 
946223, Lot 20 DP 25570, Lot 2 DP 
334630 

MB002 B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway Station Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath MB003 B Adjacent 
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Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

4 houses 

2-4 & 6-14 Station Street, & 38 & 40 
Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath 
Lots A & B DP 323853, Lots 20-24 DP 
2873, Lots 15-19 & 25-27 DP 2873, 
Lot A DP 363507, Lot 1 DP 339434, 
Lot B DP 363507 

MB019 B Adjacent 

House 
16 Great Western Highway, Medlow 
Bath 
Lot A DP 327222 

MB016 C Adjacent 

Transport corridor From Leichhardt to Kanimbla Streets, 
Blackheath BH063 D Within 

Railway Dam (site only) 
171-191 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 470 DP 751627 

BH053 D Adjacent 

St Mounts' 
1A Abbott Street & 94 Great Western 
Highway, Blackheath 
Lots 1-2 DP 622465 

BH052 D Adjacent 

Public School 

203-205 Great Western Highway & 
78-80 Wentworth Street, Blackheath 
Lots A & B DP 377254, part Lot 1 & 
Lot 2 Sec 8 DP 758115 

BH033 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Stockade (site 
only) 

Leichhardt Street, Blackheath 
Lots A & B DP 377254, part Lot 1 & 
Lot 2 Sec 8 DP 758115 

BH034 D Adjacent 

Norwood 
209 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 4 DP 11274 

BH056 D Adjacent 

Ivanhoe Hotel 

229-236 Govetts Leap Road, 
Blackheath 
part Lot 9 DP 2224, Lots 103-104 DP 
625604 

BH026 D Adjacent 

Wattle Café 
240 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 17 Sec 1 DP 2904 

BH099 D Adjacent 

Gardners Inn 

255 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lots 5-9 & part Lots 10-11 Sec 1 DP 
2904 

BH027 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH029 D Adjacent 

Macquarie Monument Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH30 D Within 

St Aidan's Church of England 2-8 Hat Hill Road, Blackheath 
Lot 8 DP 586938 BH031 D Adjacent 
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Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

House 
300 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
part Lot 2 Sec 1 DP 758115 

BH093 D Adjacent 

Rhododendron Garden 
1-59 Ridgewell Road (Bacchante 
Street), Blackheath 
Lot 552 DP 751627 

BH001 D Adjacent 

Headstones, Old Blackheath 
Military Cemetery 

322-331 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Crown C 1360 

BH028 D Adjacent 

Soldiers Pinch 
183-189 Great Western Highway, 
Mount Victoria 
within part RM 55 

MV009 E Adjacent 

Blue Mountains National Park Lapstone L005 A-E Within 

On the heritage register of the LEP 2005 (Schedule 6), there are six listed items within the study area, 
and 34 listed items adjacent to the study area: 

Item Address ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Transport corridor Great Western Highway, Katoomba K065 A Adjacent 

Hillcrest and garden 304 Great Western Highway, 
Katoomba K063 A Adjacent 

Avenue of radiata pines 52 Great Western Highway to 33 
Station Street, Medlow Bath MB015 B Within 

Hydro Majestic' 52-88 Great Western Highway, 
Medlow Bath MB002 B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway Station Great Western Highway, Medlow 
Bath MB003 B Adjacent 

Melbourne House', 'Cosy 
Cot', 'Sheleagh Cottage' 2, 4, 6 Station Street, Medlow Bath MB019 B Adjacent 

The Pines' 16 Great Western Highway, Medlow 
Bath MB016 C Adjacent 

The Manse 174 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH129 D Adjacent 

St Mounts 194 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH052 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Public School 1A Leichhardt Street, Blackheath BH033 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Stockade (site 
only) Leichhardt Street, Blackheath BH034 D Adjacent 
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Item Address ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Former teacher’s residence 207 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH161 D Adjacent 

Norwood 209 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH056 D Adjacent 

IGA (Kerry's Service Station) 211 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH162 D Adjacent 

Horse trough opposite 211 Great Western 
Highway, Blackheath BH134 D Within 

Kia Ora 213 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH163 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Automotive 215 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH164 D Adjacent 

The Annex Antiques 217-221 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH165 D Adjacent 

Fire Station 223-225 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH166 D Adjacent 

New Ivanhoe Hotel 229-236 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH026 D Adjacent 

Shelter Great Western Highway / Railway 
Reserve, Blackheath BH172 D Within 

Rotary Directory Great Western Highway / Railway 
Reserve, Blackheath BH174 D Within 

Shop fronts 22 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath BH151 D Adjacent 

Ashcroft’s / Irene’s Deli on 
Govett 

18-20 Govetts Leap Road, 
Blackheath BH150 D Adjacent 

Neate’s Building 2-16 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath BH149 D Adjacent 

Yarralumla Flats 233-237 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH167 D Adjacent 

Dash's Pharmacy 238-239 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH168 D Adjacent 

Wattle Café / Blackheath 
Florist 

240-242 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH099 D Adjacent 

Former butcher's shop 245 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH169 D Adjacent 

Café Banksia / De Losa's / 
Piedmont Inn / Blackheath 
Charcoal Chicken 

246-249 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH170 D Adjacent 
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Item Address ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Gardiner's Inn 255 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH027 D Adjacent 

Shops adjacent to the station 266 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH173 D Within 

Blackheath Railway Station Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH030 D Adjacent 

Community Centre, 
Blackheath Gardens 

265 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH171 D Adjacent 

The Gardens War Memorial Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH123 D Adjacent 

Macquarie Monument Great Western Highway - outside The 
Gardens, Blackheath BH030 D Within 

St Aidan's Anglican Church 2-8 Hat Hill Road, Blackheath BH031 D Adjacent 

Rowan Brae 282-285 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH130 D Adjacent 

Nalawa and garden 289-290 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH133 D Adjacent 

Blackheath General 
Cemetery 

322-331 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH120 D Adjacent 

On the heritage register of the Draft LEP 2013 (Schedule 5), there are six listed items within the study 
area, and 39 listed items adjacent to the study area: 

Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Transport corridor Great Western Highway, Katoomba K065 A Adjacent 

Hillcrest and garden 

304 Bathurst Road, Katoomba 
Lots 15, 16, 24, 26, 27, 28 Sec 2 DP 
1648, Lots 8-11 DP 772152, Lot 2425 
DP 848414 

K063 A Adjacent 

Explorers Tree and environs Great Western Highway, Katoomba K031 A Adjacent 

Shepherd and His Flock Inn 
(site only) 

Blue Mountains National Park, 
Katoomba K082 A Adjacent 

Avenue of radiata pines 
43P Great Western Highway, Medlow 
Bath 
Lot 104 DP 1167896 

MB015 B Within 

Hydro Majestic 

52-88 Great Western Highway, 
Medlow Bath 
Lots 8-22 DP 2450, Lot 2 DP 334630, 
Lot 20 DP 25570, Lot 2 DP 133410, 
Lot 1 DP 133407, Lot 1 DP 113904 

MB002 B Adjacent 
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Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway Station 
43P Great Western Highway, Medlow 
Bath 
Lot 104 DP 1167896 

MB003 B Adjacent 

Melbourne House, Cosy Cot, 
Sheleagh Cottage 

2, 4, 6-10 Station Street, Medlow 
Bath 
Lots A-B DP 323853, Lots 17-20 & 
24-27 DP 2873 

MB019 B Adjacent 

The Pines 
16-18 Coachhouse Lane, Medlow 
Bath 
Lots A-B DP 327222 

MB016 C Adjacent 

The Manse 
174 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 100 DP 853736 

BH129 D Adjacent 

St Mounts 

1A & 3 Abbott Street, & 194-196 
Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lots 1-2 DP 622465, Lot A DP 
348276, Lot 1 Sec 1 DP 1941 

BH052 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Public School 
1A Leichhardt Street, Blackheath 
Lots A & B DP 377254, part Lot 1 
Sec 8 DP 758115, Lot 1 DP 123753 

BH033 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Stockade (site only) 
1A Leichhardt Street, Blackheath 
Lots A-B DP 377254, part Lot 1 Sec 8 
DP 758115, Lot 1 DP 123753 

BH034 D Adjacent 

Former teacher's residence 
207 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
part Lot 6 Sec 7 DP 758115 

BH161 D Adjacent 

Norwood 
209 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 4 DP 11274 

BH056 D Adjacent 

IGA (Kerry's Service Station) 
211 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 2 DP 1009423 

BH162 D Adjacent 

Horse trough Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH134 D Within 

Kia Ora 
213 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 30 DP 949795 

BH163 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Automotive 
215 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot A DP 321444 

BH164 D Adjacent 

The Annex Antiques 
217-221 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lots 3-5 DP 11880 

BH165 D Adjacent 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Fire Station 
223-225 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
part Lot 1 DP 11880, Lot 2 DP 

BH166 D Adjacent 

New Ivanhoe Hotel 

229-236 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 9 DP 656827, Lots 103-104 DP 
625604 

BH026 D Adjacent 

Shelter Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH172 D Within 

Rotary Directory Great Western Highway / Govetts 
Leap Road, Blackheath BH174 D Within 

Shop fronts 22 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath 
Lot A DP 370171 BH151 D Adjacent 

Ashcroft's / Irene's Deli on 
Govett 

18-20 Govetts Leap Road, 
Blackheath 
Lots A & B DP 376803 

BH150 D Adjacent 

Neate's Building 
2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14-16 Govetts Leap 
Road, Blackheath 
Lots 1-7 DP 23915 

BH149 D Adjacent 

Yarralumla Flats 
237-238 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lots B-C DP 338984 

BH167 D Adjacent 

Dash's Pharmacy 
239 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 1 DP 659493 

BH168 D Adjacent 

Wattle Café / Blackheath Florist 
240 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 1 DP 1068550 

BH099 D Adjacent 

Former butcher's shop 
245 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 1 DP 186794 

BH169 D Adjacent 

Café Banksia / De Losa's / 
Piedmont Inn / Blackheath 
Charcoal Chicken 

246, 247, 248, 249, 251 Great 
Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 1 DP 334208, Lot 1 DP 433712, 
Lot 1 DP 360068, Lot 101 DP 
132178, Lot 2 DP 1061532 

BH170 D Adjacent 

Gardners Inn 

255 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lots 8-9 Sec 1 DP 2904, Lots 110-
111 DP 131726, Lots 5-7 Sec 1 DP 
2904 

BH027 D Adjacent 

Shops adjacent to the station 
266 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 1 DP 776285 

BH173 D Within 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station 
Main Western Railway (opposite Hat 
Hill Road), Blackheath 
Lot 103 DP 1167899 

BH029 D Adjacent 

Community Centre 

265 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 2 Sec 5 DP 758115, Lot 7083 DP 
1125710 

BH171 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Memorial Gardens 

267-269 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 7082 DP 1125710, Lots 1 & 3 
Sec 5 DP 758115 

BH206 D Adjacent 

The Gardens War Memorial 
267-269 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 7082 DP 1125710 

BH123 D Adjacent 

Macquarie Monument Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH030 D Within 

St Aidan's Anglican Church 2-8 Hat Hill Road, Blackheath 
Lot 8 DP 586938 BH031 D Adjacent 

Rowan Brae 
284 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lots 4-6 DP 2936 

BH130 D Adjacent 

Nalawa and Garden 
289-290 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot A DP 937252, Lot 6 DP 131156 

BH133 D Adjacent 

The Campbell Rhododendron 
Gardens 

1-59 Ridgewell Road, Blackheath 
Lot 3 DP 843228 BH001 D Adjacent 

Blackheath General Cemetery 
322-331 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 7316 DP 1144038 

BH120 D Adjacent 

Soldiers Pinch 
455 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
Lot 8006 DP 751627 

MV009 E Adjacent 

Blue Mountains DCP No. 9 Significant Trees 

Blue Mountains City Council established a Register of Significant Trees in 1984. DCP No. 9 was 
adopted in order to provide measures to protect these trees. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

There is one listed item adjacent to the study area: 

Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Blackheath Gardens, cnr 267-269 Great Californian redwood Western Highway and Hat Hill Road, Blackheath 4 D Adjacent (Sequoia sempervirens) RR 79349 

3.1.2 Non-Statutory Heritage Registers 

Register of the National Estate 

The Register of the National Estate is a list of natural, Indigenous and historic heritage places 
throughout Australia. It was originally established under the Australian Heritage Commission Act 
1975. Under that Act, the Australian Heritage Commission entered more than 13,000 places in the 
register. Following amendments to the Australian Heritage Council Act 2003, the Register of the 
National Estate (RNE) was frozen on 19 February 2007, which means that no new places can be 
added, or removed. Items listed on the RNE are no longer protected by legislation. 

There is one listed item that extends into the study area, and there are seven listed items adjacent to 
the study area: 

Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Explorers Tree 386 Great Western Highway, 
Katoomba 

2995 
(registered) A Adjacent 

Hydro Majestic Hotel 52-88 Great Western Highway, 
Medlow Bath 

15139 
(interim) B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway 
Station Group 

Great Western Highway, 
Medlow Bath 

101203 
(indicative) B Adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station 
Group 

Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 

101177 
(indicative) D Adjacent 

The Gardens Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 

102235 
(indicative) D Adjacent 

Nalawa Residence 289 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 

101443 
(registered) D Adjacent 

Mount Boyce Area Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 

100914 
(indicative) E Adjacent 

Blue Mountains Katoomba 14147 
(indicative) A-E Within 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Register of the National Trust of Australia (NSW) 

The National Trust of Australia is an independent conservation organisation, with a focus on 
advocacy for heritage conservation. The National Trust of Australia (NSW) maintains a register of 
items and places which are considered to have cultural significance and to be worthy of conservation. 

There are six listed items adjacent to the study area: 

Item Location ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Hydro Majestic Hotel Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath R5322 B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Station 
Group 

Great Western Highway, corner Railway 
Parade, Medlow Bath R3517 B Adjacent 

Blackheath Railway 
Station Group 

Great Western Highway, cnr Station Street, 
Blackheath R999 D Adjacent 

The Gardens 
Great Western Highway, Hat Hill Road, 
Wentworth Street, Gardiner Crescent, 
Blackheath 

R997 D Adjacent 

Nalawa 289-290 Great Western Highway, Blackheath R6155 D Adjacent 

Headstones from Old 
Blackheath Military 
Cemetery 

Great Western Highway, between Sunbeam 
Avenue and Ridgewell Road, Blackheath R1002 D Adjacent 

3.2 Previous Reports 

A number of previous heritage studies have been undertaken addressing the Great Western Highway 
and properties adjacent to the study area. Relevant and accessible reports are summarised below. 

Blue Mountains (C&A & MW 1983) 

A heritage study of the Blue Mountains Local Government Area was undertaken in the early 1980s. 
The study included a historical overview of the area, and identification of individual heritage items. 
The study resulted in the listing of 77 items within and in the vicinity of Katoomba, 27 in Medlow Bath, 
113 in Blackheath, and 53 in Mount Victoria. The register appears to have been used as the basis for 
Council’s heritage registers in the LEPs. 

There are seven listed items within the study area, and 21 listed items adjacent to the study area: 

Item Address ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Katoomba transport corridor 
to Leura overbridge 

Great Western Highway from 
overbridge at Mort Street to 
overbridge at Leura 

K65 A Adjacent 

Hillcrest house and garden 304 Great Western Highway, 
Katoomba K63 A Adjacent 

Explorers Tree and environs Cnr Great Western Highway & Nellies 
Glen Road, Katoomba K31 A Adjacent 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Item Address ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Track - Delmonte Ave - Fire 
Trail - Explorers Road Medlow Bath to Katoomba MB26 A/B Within 

Area between Medlow Bath 
and Explorer's Tree including To SW of Medlow Bath MB 27 A/B Within 
Radiata Plateau 

Mature pine lining Medlow 
Bath stretch of rail 

Great Western Highway and railway, 
Medlow Bath MB15 B Within 

Hydro Majestic Great Western Highway, Medlow 
Bath MB2 B Adjacent 

Railway Station Great Western Highway, Medlow 
Bath MB3 B Adjacent 

4 houses precinct 2-6 Station Street, Medlow Bath MB19 B Adjacent 

House 16 Railway Street, Medlow Bath MB16 C Adjacent 

Transport corridor: Western 
rail line and Great Western Blackheath BH63 D Within 
Highway 

Reservoir railway dam Cnr Great Western Highway & Prince 
George Street BH53 D Adjacent 

St Mounts guesthouse 94 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH52 D Adjacent 

School Leichhardt Street, Blackheath BH33 D Adjacent 

Site of Blackheath Stockade 
(now public school) Leichhardt Street, Blackheath BH34 D Adjacent 

Norwood steak house and 
motel 

209 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH56 D Adjacent 

Ivanhoe Hotel (destroyed 
1939) 

Cnr Govetts Leap Road & Great 
Western Highway, Blackheath BH26 D Adjacent 

Post office (Neate's Building) Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH38 D Adjacent 

Wattle Café 240-242 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH99 D Adjacent 

Gardners Inn 255 Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath BH27 D Adjacent 

Railway Station Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH29 D Adjacent 

Macquarie Monument Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH30 D Within 

St Aidan's Church of England Hathill Road, Blackheath BH31 D Adjacent 

Rhododendron Garden Bacchante Street, Blackheath BH1 D Adjacent 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Item Address ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Headstones, Old Blackheath 
Military Cemetery Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH28 D Adjacent 

Hat Hill Plateau 
Between Blackheath, Great Western 
Highway, to the south end and Blue 
Mountains National Park to the north 

BH100 D Within 

Blackheath Plateau 
Between Blackheath, Great Western 
Highway, to the south end and Blue 
Mountains National Park to the north 

BH101 D Within 

Soldiers Pinch Broughton's 
Waterhole 

Great Western Highway, Mount 
Victoria MV9 E Adjacent 

Great Western Highway, Leura to Katoomba (Karskens July 1990) 

Grace Karksens conducted an historical and archaeological study of the Great Western Highway the 
then NSW Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) in 1990. The study focussed on the section of Great 
Western Highway south of the current study area, between Katoomba and Leura. The 26 items 
located within the study area were divided into six historic/thematic contexts. These were: 

1. Road building 

2. Railway development 

3. Mountain retreats 

4. Township development 

5. Community services and facilities 

6. Tourism. 

Of particular interest to the current study is the first theme, Road Building. The study identified two 
previously recorded examples of early 20th century road construction and one newly recorded 
example. Remnants of early municipal roadworks were identified on Highland Street in the Early 
Leura Township Precinct. Timber kerbs and stone carriageway edging were recorded on the eastern 
side of the road. Timber kerbs were noted to be rare survivors and probably date from the 1890s. 

Another feature of early road construction identified by the study was a substantial rock faced 
retaining wall between Kings Road and Queens Road in the Marmion Estate Precinct. The retaining 
wall is 2.5 metres high and supports the embankment carrying the highway above. It comprises of 
three to ten courses of dry laid stone and was assessed to date from the early 20th century. 

The third example of early road construction identified consists of a low wall located between Camp 
Street and Edwin Lane in the North Katoomba Precinct. The wall measures 15 to 20 centimetres long 
and 60 centimetres high and lies well below the level of the adjacent footpath. The wall consists of dry 
laid ashlar stonework and the sparrow-picked finish was thought to closely resemble convict built 
retaining walls of the 1830s that have been identified elsewhere in Sydney. 

Karsken’s study considered the Great Western Highway to be historically significant as it runs along 
the line of earliest European exploration and movement into the interior of the Blue Mountains. This 
significance is enhanced by the existence of early twentieth century engineering features such as 
retaining walls, kerbs and carriageway edging. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Gardner’s Inn, Blackheath (GML July 1999) 

An archaeological assessment was prepared for the proposed development and refurbishment of 
Gardner’s Inn, located on the Great Western Highway in Blackheath, just to the south of the railway 
station. The study found that an inn, named the Scotch Thistle, was constructed on this property in 
1831, and operated through to the late 1860s. It was reopened as a club in the late 1870s, and then 
redeveloped as the Hydora Hotel or House in the late nineteenth or early twentieth century. In the 
late 1930s, a major redevelopment of the site was undertaken, including the demolition of the original 
hotel structure. It was at this time that the hotel was named Gardner’s Inn. Blocks from the original 
building were reused in a wall along the Highway next to the Hotel and also in the nearby Baby Health 
Centre. 

Mount Victoria, Blackheath and Wentworth Falls (Rod Howard Heritage Conservation 2002) 

A heritage study of three Blue Mountains villages was undertaken on behalf of the Blue Mountains 
City Council. With regard to Blackheath, through which the present study area passes, the study 
identified 76 individual and two group items.  In relation to the Highway as it passes through 
Blackheath, on the eastern side the study addressed that stretch from Blackheath Library on Gardiner 
Crescent in the north to Prince George Street in the south; and on the western side from Murri Street 
to Bundarra Street. 

The report notes that the character of Blackheath is determined by the large numbers of buildings that 
were erected during the interwar period, including the establishments of several prominent social and 
religious institutions, parks, picture theatre and hotels. Important townscapes were identified along 
the Great Western Highway, Govett’s Leap Road and Wentworth Street.  The study notes that the 
earliest evidence of continuous settlement at Blackheath is to be found along the eastern side of the 
Highway. 

Of the three villages, the report found that Blackheath contained the most notable avenues of street 
trees, along the Great Western Highway along with other streets.  The most commonly planted trees 
were pin oaks, cherry trees, maples and conifers. These plantings define many of the long view 
corridors in the village.  Blackheath also contains the largest and most impressive municipal parks of 
the three. The parks are described as important repositories for public remembrances. 
Archaeological sites include the site of the convict stockade at Blackheath. 

Shell Corner, Katoomba (GML March 2002) 

A research design was prepared to guide archaeological investigation to be undertaken during works 
to upgrade a section of the Great Western Highway at Shell Corner near Katoomba.  The works 
involved realignment of the section of the Highway between Albion Street and Watsons Way. This 
was the general location of a loading depot known as North’s Siding, which was opened in 1882 on 
the Western Railway, in association with John Britty North’s Katoomba Coal Mine and later Katoomba 
Coal and Shale Co. and other companies. A second siding, known as Shell Siding, was built in 1925. 

The report addressed the impact of the proposed roadworks on two items of heritage significance; a 
sandstone culvert, and an embankment/cutting, both associated with the construction of the Western 
Railway. 

Blackheath Memorial Park (AHMS Nov 2007) 

This study addressed Blackheath Memorial Park, located in Blackheath approximately 250m to the 
east of the current study area. It was found that this location was used as a watering site for travelling 
stock, prior to the establishment of the first and second railway dams for Blackheath Station in c1868 
and 1886. The land was then reserved for public recreation, used as a golf course in the early 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

twentieth century.  Following the First World War, alterations were made to memorialise Blackheath 
residents who had enlisted. Eight heritage items were identified within the Park. 

Blackheath Public School (Biosis Research Oct 2009) 

An archaeological assessment of the school site, located on the eastern side of the Highway, was 
prepared prior to proposed additions. The study found that the school was in the general location of 
the Blackheath Stockade, established in 1844, which was then used as the local Police Station from 
1849. Construction of the school commenced in 1885. It was considered unlikely that substantial 
archaeological remains relating to the pre-school development would be present on the site. 

Great Western Highway, Leura to Katoomba (AMAC Oct 2010) 

An archaeological report and statement of heritage impact were prepared to address a number of 
archaeological remains identified during upgrade works to that stretch of the Great Western Highway 
running from Leura to Katoomba, to the east of the current study area. The remains were the 
following: 

•	 A section of road base possibly deriving from the construction associated with Cox (1814-1815) or 

from an upgrade associated with Mitchell (1828-1855). 

•	 Rubble retaining walls constructed in associated with Cox’s road (1814). 

•	 Sections of road base relating to a major upgrade to the road which occurred in the period 1860-

1867. These consisted of sandstone blocks laid according to the Telford method, where regularly 

sized stone blocks were laid as the base of the road, followed by a 15cm layer of broken stone, 

then a thing 5cm binding course. 

•	 A sandstone retaining wall, probably constructed in the 1920s or 1930s to replace an earlier wall 

(possibly dating to the 1860s). 

Great Western Highway, Blackheath (NGH Heritage Oct 2011) 

NGH Heritage were commissioned by the then NSW RTA to prepare as Heritage Assessment as part 
of a proposal to reseal the road pavement along a section of the Great Western Highway. The 
proposed works were encompassed 400 metres of the Great Western Highway, between Govetts 
Leap Road to the pedestrian crossing just south of Gardiner Crescent in Blackheath. 

The study identified 15 items located within and adjacent to the proposed works. The items identified 
included buildings, roadside kerbing and trees. These items were assessed to contribute to the visual 
impact of the townscape, evidence of early road construction techniques and the evolution of the role 
Blackheath has played in the settlement of the Blue Mountains. 

Two items were identified as being potentially impacted by the proposed works: 

•	 Item 8.  A small section of sandstone kerbing located adjacent to the front of Gardner’s Inn stone 

wall. The kerbing was considered to be of local significance; it was in good condition, provided 

evidence of late 19th century road-building techniques, is an uncommon feature in Blackheath, 

and was though likely to be associated with the Gardner’s Inn site. 

•	 Item 16. A street tree planting of oak trees. The trees were considered to contribute to ‘sense of 

place’ and town character, which are important community identifiers and significant in regards to 

tourism. 
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It is considered that these two items are captured within the overall listing of the transport corridor in 
Blackheath (LEP1991; BH063), and they are therefore not listed separately in Table 2. 

Great Western High Upgrade, Forty Bends Upgrade REF, Technical Paper 4 Statement of 
Heritage Impact (Casey and Lowe 2012) 

Casey and Lowe conducted a historical and archaeological heritage assessment for the Great 
Western Highway at Forty Bends, located approximately 14 kilometres north of the current study 
area. The existing highway in this location generally follows the old line of Mitchell’s 1830 road but 
was substantially modified during the 20th century. The study identified six heritage items and sites 
within the boundary of the proposed works. Four of these items are associated with the construction 
and maintenance of the Great Western Highway. 

The Bridge/road party site was identified as a potential convict-period site that would have provided 
accommodation for a work party. Casey and Lowe conducted testing of this site in June 2012. The 
site was most likely occupied by convict working parties from 1832 until 1834. The site was assessed 
as being of potential State significance, due to the condition of the site and its potential to contain 
intact archaeological deposits and features representative of this rare type of site. 

Mitchell’s line of road and culverts, Forty Bends Road and Daintree Close encompass the Old Forty 
Bends Road bypassed by the current Great Western Highway. The road forms part of Surveyor-
General Thomas Mitchells road built in 1830. This road contains evidence of convict road construction 
including the Victoria Pass which is a State-significant heritage item and considered one of the first 
major feats of engineering in Australia. As there are no major engineering elements associated with 
this portion of Mitchell’s road and there have been substantial modern additions to the culverts Forty 
Bends Road is considered to be of local significance. 

Other lines of road and potential culverts associated with the existing highway within the proposed 
works area were assessed as generally being quite disturbed and lacking in integrity. However, it 
was considered that the lines of roads and culverts associated with Mitchell’s work may be of local 
significance. 

The Emob culvert and retaining wall measures 22 metres in length at the top and its walling is six 
courses above the circular culvert with keystone. The item was assessed to relate physically to the 
earlier alignment of the Western Road approaching the historic of Bowenfels. The masonry was 
assessed to be well preserved and to represent a largely intact example of 19th century main road 
infrastructure. The wall and culvert were assessed as being of state significance. 

Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria (Artefact Heritage May 2013 & Nov 2013) 

A desktop non-Aboriginal heritage study for the present project was completed in 2013, addressing a 
larger study area, extending to 250m on either side of the Great Western Highway. The study 
resulted in the identification of a large number of listed heritage items within the study area.  It was 
also considered that there may be some historical archaeological potential, particularly in relation to 
the construction and use of the Highway and adjacent railway, but also possibly in relation to 
establishments alongside the road. 

Hydro Majestic Hotel (Niche March 2014 & AHMS March 2014) 

An archaeological assessment of the construction of the northern carpark, was prompted by the 
discovery of building foundations during works (Niche 2014).  It was found that the remains belonged 
to the former Belgravia Hotel, and dated to c1890.  It was recommended that the remains be subject 
to archaeological investigation and recording prior to removal as part of the carpark construction. 
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A research design was consequently developed to include archaeological investigation in the rest of 
the works program (AHMS 2014).  The report found that the Belgravia Hotel had been constructed in 
1890. In 1903, two houses on adjacent properties were incorporated into the Hotel establishment.  In 
the same year the top half of the Explorer’s Tree was placed outside the Hotel.  Following a 
substantial bush fire in 1922, which destroyed much of the building and the Explorer’s Tree, the site 
was redeveloped in the 1930s. 

3.3 Summary of Heritage Listings 

The above review of heritage listings and previous historical heritage studies has identified a large 
number of previously identified heritage items within and adjacent to the study area. As a number of 
these listings refer to the same items, or items within larger listings, these are consolidated in Table 2. 

Page 24 



           

    
 

            

       
 

     
 

         
  

  
     

             

          

          

         
     

      
           

          

   
   

           
    

    

               
     

       
       

            

       
   

               

Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Table 2: Listed heritage items within and adjacent to the study area. 

Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Katoomba transport corridor to Leura 
overbridge 

Great Western Highway from overbridge at Mort Street to 
overbridge at Leura 

Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study K65 A Adjacent 

Transport corridor Between Parke Street and Sutcliffe Place, Katoomba LEP1991 K065 A Adjacent 

Transport corridor Great Western Highway, Katoomba LEP2005 K065 A Adjacent 

Transport corridor Great Western Highway, Katoomba DLEP2013 K065 A Adjacent 

Hillcrest house and garden 304 Great Western Highway, Katoomba Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study K63 A Adjacent 

Hillcrest and garden 304 Great Western Highway, Katoomba 
Lots15-16 & 24-28 Sec 2 DP 1648, Lots 8-10 DP 772152 LEP1991 K063 A Adjacent 

Hillcrest and garden 304 Great Western Highway, Katoomba LEP2005 K063 A Adjacent 

Hillcrest and garden 
304 Bathurst Road, Katoomba 
Lots 15, 16, 24, 26, 27, 28 Sec 2 DP 1648, Lots 8-11 DP 
772152, Lot 2425 DP 848414 

DLEP2013 K063 A Adjacent 

Explorers Tree and environs Cnr Great Western Highway & Nellies Glen Road, Katoomba Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study K31 A Adjacent 

Explorers Tree and Environs 386 Great Western Highway, Katoomba 
Lot 1 DP 10148 LEP1991 K031 A Adjacent 

Explorers Tree and environs Great Western Highway, Katoomba DLEP2013 K031 A Adjacent 

Explorers Tree 386 Great Western Highway, Katoomba RNE 2995 
(registered) A Adjacent 

Shepherd and His Flock Inn (site only) off Great Western Highway, Katoomba LEP1991 K082 A Adjacent 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Shepherd and His Flock Inn (site only) Blue Mountains National Park, Katoomba DLEP2013 K082 A Adjacent 

Track - Delmonte Ave - Fire Trail -
Explorers Road Medlow Bath to Katoomba Blue Mountains 

Heritage Study MB26 A/B Within 

Area between Medlow Bath and Explorer's 
Tree including Radiata Plateau To SW of Medlow Bath Blue Mountains 

Heritage Study MB 27 A/B Within 

Mature pine lining Medlow Bath stretch of 
rail Great Western Highway and railway, Medlow Bath Blue Mountains 

Heritage Study MB15 B Within 

Mature pine streetscape Great Western Highway and railway, between Bellevue 
Crescent and Medlow Railway Bridge, Medlow Bath LEP1991 MB015 B Within 

Avenue of radiata pines 52 Great Western Highway to 33 Station Street, Medlow Bath LEP2005 MB015 B Within 

Avenue of radiata pines 43P Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath 
Lot 104 DP 1167896 DLEP2013 MB015 B Within 

Hydro Majestic Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study MB2 B Adjacent 

Hydro Majestic 
52-88 Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath 
Lots 8-22 DP 2450, part Lot 1 DP 946223, Lot 20 DP 25570, 
Lot 2 DP 334630 

LEP1991 MB002 B Adjacent 

Hydro Majestic' 52-88 Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath LEP2005 MB002 B Adjacent 

Hydro Majestic 
52-88 Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath 
Lots 8-22 DP 2450, Lot 2 DP 334630, Lot 20 DP 25570, Lot 2 
DP 133410, Lot 1 DP 133407, Lot 1 DP 113904 

DLEP2013 MB002 B Adjacent 

Hydro Majestic Hotel Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath National Trust R5322 B Adjacent 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Hydro Majestic Hotel 52-88 Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath RNE 15139 
(interim) B Adjacent 

Railway Station Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study MB3 B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway Station Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath LEP1991 MB003 B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway Station Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath LEP2005 MB003 B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway Station 43P Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath 
Lot 104 DP 1167896 DLEP2013 MB003 B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway Station Group Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath RNE 101203 
(indicative) B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Station Group Great Western Highway, corner Railway Parade, Medlow Bath National Trust R5317 B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway Station Group Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath s170 (RailCorp) B Adjacent 

Medlow Bath Railway Station Group Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath SHR 1190 B Adjacent 

4 houses precinct 2-6 Station Street, Medlow Bath Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study MB19 B Adjacent 

4 houses 

2-4 & 6-14 Station Street, & 38 & 40 Great Western Highway, 
Medlow Bath 
Lots A & B DP 323853, Lots 20-24 DP 2873, Lots 15-19 & 25-
27 DP 2873, Lot A DP 363507, Lot 1 DP 339434, Lot B DP 
363507 

LEP1991 MB019 B Adjacent 

Melbourne House', 'Cosy Cot', 'Sheleagh 
Cottage' 2, 4, 6 Station Street, Medlow Bath LEP2005 MB019 B Adjacent 

Page 27 



           

    
 

       
 

     
 

     
          

       
     

     
        

          

     
      

      
      

     

            

          

     
       

             
     

       
       

        
     

Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Melbourne House, Cosy Cot, Sheleagh 
Cottage 

2, 4, 6-10 Station Street, Medlow Bath 
Lots A-B DP 323853, Lots 17-20 & 24-27 DP 2873 DLEP2013 MB019 B Adjacent 

House 16 Railway Street, Medlow Bath Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study MB16 C Adjacent 

House 16 Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath 
Lot A DP 327222 LEP1991 MB016 C Adjacent 

The Pines' 16 Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath LEP2005 MB016 C Adjacent 

The Pines 16-18 Coachhouse Lane, Medlow Bath 
Lots A-B DP 327222 DLEP2013 MB016 C Adjacent 

Transport corridor: Western rail line and 
Great Western Highway Blackheath Blue Mountains 

Heritage Study BH63 D Within 

Transport corridor From Leichhardt to Kanimbla Streets, Blackheath LEP1991 BH063 D Within 

The Manse 174 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH129 D Adjacent 

174 Great Western Highway, Blackheath The Manse DLEP2013 BH129 D Adjacent Lot 100 DP 853736 

Blue Mountains Reservoir railway dam Cnr Great Western Highway & Prince George Street BH53 D Adjacent Heritage Study 

Railway Dam (site only) 171-191 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 470 DP 751627 LEP1991 BH053 D Adjacent 

Blue Mountains St Mounts guesthouse 94 Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH52 D Adjacent Heritage Study 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

1A Abbott Street & 94 Great Western Highway, Blackheath St Mounts'	 LEP1991 BH052 D Adjacent Lots 1-2 DP 622465 

St Mounts	 194 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH052 D Adjacent 

1A & 3 Abbott Street, & 194-196 Great Western Highway, 
St Mounts	 Blackheath DLEP2013 BH052 D Adjacent 

Lots 1-2 DP 622465, Lot A DP 348276, Lot 1 Sec 1 DP 1941 

Blue Mountains School Leichhardt Street, Blackheath	 BH33 D Adjacent Heritage Study 

Public School 
203-205 Great Western Highway & 78-80 Wentworth Street, 
Blackheath 
Lots A & B DP 377254, part Lot 1 & Lot 2 Sec 8 DP 758115 

LEP1991 BH033 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Public School 1A Leichhardt Street, Blackheath LEP2005 BH033 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Public School 
1A Leichhardt Street, Blackheath 
Lots A & B DP 377254, part Lot 1 Sec 8 DP 758115, Lot 1 DP 
123753 

DLEP2013 BH033 D Adjacent 

Site of Blackheath Stockade (now public 
school) Leichhardt Street, Blackheath Blue Mountains 

Heritage Study BH34 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Stockade (site only) Leichhardt Street, Blackheath 
Lots A & B DP 377254, part Lot 1 & Lot 2 Sec 8 DP 758115 LEP1991 BH034 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Stockade (site only) Leichhardt Street, Blackheath LEP2005 BH034 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Stockade (site only) 
1A Leichhardt Street, Blackheath 
Lots A-B DP 377254, part Lot 1 Sec 8 DP 758115, Lot 1 DP 
123753 

DLEP2013 BH034 D Adjacent 

Former teacher's residence 207 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH161 D Adjacent 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Former teacher's residence 207 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
part Lot 6 Sec 7 DP 758115 DLEP2013 BH161 D Adjacent 

Norwood steak house and motel 209 Great Western Highway, Blackheath Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study BH56 D Adjacent 

Norwood 209 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 4 DP 11274 LEP1991 BH056 D Adjacent 

Norwood 209 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH056 D Adjacent 

Norwood 209 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 4 DP 11274 DLEP2013 BH056 D Adjacent 

IGA (Kerry's Service Station) 211 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH162 D Adjacent 

IGA (Kerry's Service Station) 211 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 2 DP 1009423 DLEP2013 BH162 D Adjacent 

Horse trough opposite 211 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH134 D Within 

Horse trough Great Western Highway, Blackheath DLEP2013 BH134 D Within 

Kia Ora 213 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH163 D Adjacent 

Kia Ora 213 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 30 DP 949795 DLEP2013 BH163 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Automotive 215 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH164 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Automotive 215 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot A DP 321444 DLEP2013 BH164 D Adjacent 

The Annex Antiques 217-221 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH165 D Adjacent 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

The Annex Antiques 217-221 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lots 3-5 DP 11880 DLEP2013 BH165 D Adjacent 

Fire Station 223-225 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH166 D Adjacent 

223-225 Great Western Highway, Blackheath Fire Station DLEP2013 BH166 D Adjacent part Lot 1 DP 11880, Lot 2 DP 

Blue Mountains Ivanhoe Hotel (destroyed 1939) Cnr Govetts Leap Road & Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH26 D Adjacent Heritage Study 

Ivanhoe Hotel 229-236 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath 
part Lot 9 DP 2224, Lots 103-104 DP 625604 LEP1991 BH026 D Adjacent 

New Ivanhoe Hotel 229-236 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH026 D Adjacent 

New Ivanhoe Hotel 229-236 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 9 DP 656827, Lots 103-104 DP 625604 DLEP2013 BH026 D Adjacent 

Shelter Great Western Highway / Railway Reserve, Blackheath LEP2005 BH172 D Within 

Shelter Great Western Highway, Blackheath DLEP2013 BH172 D Within 

Rotary Directory Great Western Highway / Railway Reserve, Blackheath LEP2005 BH174 D Within 

Rotary Directory Great Western Highway / Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath DLEP2013 BH174 D Within 

Shop fronts 22 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath LEP2005 BH151 D Adjacent 

Shop fronts 22 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath 
Lot A DP 370171 DLEP2013 BH151 D Adjacent 

Ashcroft's / Irene's Deli on Govett 18-20 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath LEP2005 BH150 D Adjacent 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Ashcroft's / Irene's Deli on Govett 18-20 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath 
Lots A & B DP 376803 DLEP2013 BH150 D Adjacent 

Neate’s Building 2-16 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath LEP2005 BH149 D Adjacent 

2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14-16 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath Neate's Building DLEP2013 BH149 D Adjacent Lots 1-7 DP 23915 

Blue Mountains Post office (Neate's Building) Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH38 D Adjacent Heritage Study 

Yarralumla Flats 233-237 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH167 D Adjacent 

Yarralumla Flats 237-238 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lots B-C DP 338984 DLEP2013 BH167 D Adjacent 

Dash's Pharmacy 238-239 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH168 D Adjacent 

239 Great Western Highway, Blackheath Dash's Pharmacy DLEP2013 BH168 D Adjacent Lot 1 DP 659493 

Blue Mountains Wattle Café 240-242 Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH99 D Adjacent Heritage Study 

Wattle Café 240 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 17 Sec 1 DP 2904 LEP1991 BH099 D Adjacent 

Wattle Café / Blackheath Florist 240-242 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH099 D Adjacent 

Wattle Café / Blackheath Florist 240 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 1 DP 1068550 DLEP2013 BH099 D Adjacent 

Former butcher's shop 245 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH169 D Adjacent 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

245 Great Western Highway, Blackheath Former butcher's shop DLEP2013 BH169 D Adjacent Lot 1 DP 186794 

Café Banksia / De Losa's / Piedmont Inn / 246-249 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH170 D Adjacent Blackheath Charcoal Chicken 

Café Banksia / De Losa's / Piedmont Inn / 
Blackheath Charcoal Chicken 

246, 247, 248, 249, 251 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 1 DP 334208, Lot 1 DP 433712, Lot 1 DP 360068, Lot 101 
DP 132178, Lot 2 DP 1061532 

DLEP2013 BH170 D Adjacent 

Gardners Inn 255 Great Western Highway, Blackheath Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study BH27 D Adjacent 

Gardners Inn 255 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lots 5-9 & part Lots 10-11 Sec 1 DP 2904 LEP1991 BH027 D Adjacent 

Gardiner's Inn 255 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH027 D Adjacent 

Gardners Inn 

Blackheath Railway Station - Shops 

255 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lots 8-9 Sec 1 DP 2904, Lots 110-111 DP 131726, Lots 5-7 
Sec 1 DP 2904 

266 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 

DLEP2013 

s170 (RailCorp) 

BH027 D 

D 

Adjacent 

Within 

Shops adjacent to the station 

Shops adjacent to the station 

266 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 1 DP 776285 

266 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 

DLEP2013 

LEP2005 

BH173 

BH173 

D 

D 

Within 

Within 

Railway Station Great Western Highway, Blackheath Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study BH29 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP1991 BH029 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH030 D Adjacent 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station Main Western Railway (opposite Hat Hill Road), Blackheath 
Lot 103 DP 1167899 DLEP2013 BH029 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station Group Great Western Highway, Blackheath RNE 101177 
(indicative) D Adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station Group Great Western Highway, cnr Station Street, Blackheath National Trust R999 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station Group Great Western Highway, Blackheath s170 (RailCorp) D Adjacent 

Blackheath Railway Station Group Main Western railway, Blackheath 
part Lot 103 DP 1167899 SHR 1088 D Adjacent 

Community Centre, Blackheath Gardens 265 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH171 D Adjacent 

Community Centre 265 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 2 Sec 5 DP 758115, Lot 7083 DP 1125710 DLEP2013 BH171 D Adjacent 

Blackheath Memorial Gardens 267-269 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 7082 DP 1125710, Lots 1 & 3 Sec 5 DP 758115 DLEP2013 BH206 D Adjacent 

The Gardens Great Western Highway, Hat Hill Road, Wentworth Street, 
Gardiner Crescent, Blackheath National Trust R997 D Adjacent 

The Gardens Great Western Highway, Blackheath RNE 102235 
(indicative) D Adjacent 

The Gardens War Memorial Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH123 D Adjacent 

The Gardens War Memorial 267-269 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 7082 DP 1125710 DLEP2013 BH123 D Adjacent 

Blue Mountains Macquarie Monument Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH30 D Within Heritage Study 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Macquarie Monument Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP1991 BH30 D Within 

Macquarie Monument Great Western Highway - outside The Gardens, Blackheath LEP2005 BH030 D Within 

Macquarie Monument Great Western Highway, Blackheath DLEP2013 BH030 D Within 

Blue Mountains St Aidan's Church of England Hathill Road, Blackheath BH31 D Adjacent Heritage Study 

St Aidan's Church of England 2-8 Hat Hill Road, Blackheath 
Lot 8 DP 586938 LEP1991 BH031 D Adjacent 

St Aidan's Anglican Church 2-8 Hat Hill Road, Blackheath LEP2005 BH031 D Adjacent 

St Aidan's Anglican Church 2-8 Hat Hill Road, Blackheath 
Lot 8 DP 586938 DLEP2013 BH031 D Adjacent 

Rowan Brae 282-285 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH130 D Adjacent 

284 Great Western Highway, Blackheath Rowan Brae DLEP2013 BH130 D Adjacent Lots 4-6 DP 2936 

Nalawa and garden 289-290 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH133 D Adjacent 

Nalawa and Garden 289-290 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot A DP 937252, Lot 6 DP 131156 DLEP2013 BH133 D Adjacent 

Nalawa 289-290 Great Western Highway, Blackheath National Trust R6155 D Adjacent 

Nalawa Residence 289 Great Western Highway, Blackheath RNE 101443 
(registered) D Adjacent 

300 Great Western Highway, Blackheath House LEP1991 BH093 D Adjacent part Lot 2 Sec 1 DP 758115 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Rhododendron Garden Bacchante Street, Blackheath Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study BH1 D Adjacent 

Rhododendron Garden 1-59 Ridgewell Road (Bacchante Street), Blackheath 
Lot 552 DP 751627 LEP1991 BH001 D Adjacent 

The Campbell Rhododendron Gardens 1-59 Ridgewell Road, Blackheath 
Lot 3 DP 843228 DLEP2013 BH001 D Adjacent 

Blackheath General Cemetery 322-331 Great Western Highway, Blackheath LEP2005 BH120 D Adjacent 

322-331 Great Western Highway, Blackheath Blackheath General Cemetery DLEP2013 BH120 D Adjacent Lot 7316 DP 1144038 

Headstones, Old Blackheath Military Blue Mountains Great Western Highway, Blackheath BH28 D Adjacent Cemetery Heritage Study 

Headstones, Old Blackheath Military 
Cemetery 

322-331 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Crown C 1360 LEP1991 BH028 D Adjacent 

Headstones from Old Blackheath Military 
Cemetery 

Great Western Highway, between Sunbeam Avenue and 
Ridgewell Road, Blackheath National Trust R1002 D Adjacent 

Hat Hill Plateau Between Blackheath, Great Western Highway, to the south end 
and Blue Mountains National Park to the north 

Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study BH100 D Within 

Blackheath Plateau Between Blackheath, Great Western Highway, to the south end 
and Blue Mountains National Park to the north 

Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study BH101 D Within 

Mount Boyce Area Great Western Highway, Blackheath RNE 100914 
(indicative) E Adjacent 

Soldiers Pinch Broughton's Waterhole Great Western Highway, Mount Victoria Blue Mountains 
Heritage Study MV9 E Adjacent 
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Item Address Register ID Section Within or 
adjacent 

Soldiers Pinch 183-189 Great Western Highway, Mount Victoria 
within part RM 55 LEP1991 MV009 E Adjacent 

Soldiers Pinch 455 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
Lot 8006 DP 751627 DLEP2013 MV009 E Adjacent 

Blue Mountains Katoomba RNE 14147 
(indicative) A-E Adjacent 

Blue Mountains National Park Lapstone LEP1991 L005 A-E Adjacent 

Greater Blue Mountains Area Great Western Highway, Katoomba NHL 
105999 
(listed) 
105696 

A-E Adjacent 

Greater Blue Mountains Area - Additional 
Values Great Western Highway, Katoomba NHL 105696 

(nominated) A-E Adjacent 

Greater Blue Mountains Area Great Western Highway, Katoomba WHL 105127 
(declared) A-E Adjacent 
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4.0 HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

4.1 Historical Themes 

The NSW significance assessment guidelines highlight the importance of the relationship between a 
site and its historical context (NSW Heritage Office 2001). The NSW Heritage Council has developed 
a series of historical themes to connect local histories with NSW’s broader past. These themes also 
provide a context in which the significance assessment criteria can be applied. Table 2 identifies the 
themes relevant to the study area. 

Table 3: Historical themes relevant to the study area. 

Australian theme NSW theme 

Exploration 

Developing local, regional and national economies Transport 

Technology 

Building settlements, towns and cities Towns, suburbs and villages 

Developing Australia’s cultural life Leisure 

4.2 The Great Western Highway 

By 1813, non-Aboriginal occupation of the colony had expanded across the Cumberland Plain to the 
Nepean and Hawkesbury Rivers at the foot of the Blue Mountains. By his time, a number of attempts 
had been made to cross the Great Dividing Range.  The first successful crossing was made in 1813 
by Gregory Blaxland, William Charles Wentworth and William Lawson, assisted by an Aboriginal 
guide and three convicts. The party followed a ridge running between the Grose and Cox River 
valleys to Mount York (RTA Environment Branch 2008). It is possible that this ridge linking was a 
route already in use by the local Aboriginal people (Karskens July 1990: 4). 

Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson reported the discovery of extensive land suitable for grazing in the 
Kanimbla and Hartley Valleys. Assistant surveyor George Evans was then sent to map their route 
(RTA Environmental Branch 2008: 5). In July 1814 William Cox was appointed Superintendent of 
Works for the construction of a road that followed the “track laid down on Mr. Evans map” (RTA 
Environmental Branch 2008: 5). The road was to be “at least 12 feet wide so as to admit 2 carts or 
other wheeled carriages to pass each other” (Karskens 1988: 18; RTA Environmental Branch 2008: 
5-6). 

Construction of the road was undertaken by 28 convicts over a period of six months. The 
construction technique consisted of blazing trees along the alignment, followed by cutting and 
clearing the timber and grubbing up the stumps. The road was graded and bridges and culverts were 
constructed where necessary (C&A & MW 1983: 34). For their work the convict crew, which 
consisted of 28 men, were granted their freedom. Governor Lachlan Macquarie was the first official 
traveller on the Great Western Road on his trip to the Bathurst Plains in 1815. His journey took nine 
days. 

The land to the west of the mountains was not initially available for free settlers. For this reason, as 
well as fears of convicts escaping, movement along the road was restricted and carefully controlled 
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by the military (CRM 2002: 17). Travel restrictions continued to be enforced through the 1820s, but 
were eased in the 1830s (C&A & MW 1983: 37-38). According to Karskens (June 1988: 3), settlers 
travelling along Cox’s road from as early as 1818 found it to be a difficult and dangerous passage. As 
traffic increased and the condition of the road deteriorated, various small deviations were made. 

The arrival of General Thomas Mitchell as Deputy Surveyor General in 1827 marked the beginning of 
a radical realignment of the road (Karskens June 1988: 3).  The most substantial change to the 
alignment made by Mitchell was the descent from Mount Victoria, with the realignment involving the 
construction of Victoria Pass, opening in 1832. A remnant of the original Cox alignment survived as 
late as 2002, in the form of a wooden box culvert located just to the south of the Fairy Bower picnic 
ground at Mount Victoria (CRM 2002: 5). 

However, works were undertaken along the length of the road under Mitchell’s guidance. In 1830 
Assistant Surveyor Elliott was assigned to the Western Road, and was placed in charge of the gangs 
stationed at various points along the road (Karskens June 1988: 7). He had approximately 250 men 
under his control.  By the late 1830s, works along the Great Western Road included bridges, retaining 
walls and huge cuttings (Karskens July 1990: 4). 

The road gangs were housed in stockades, established in the 1830s and 1840s at various place 
along the road. One of these was located at Blackheath, in approximately the present location of the 
public school, and operated through to 1849. The convicts stationed at this stockade were under the 
direction of Captain J.E. Bull (Karskens June 1988: 9). 

Development of the western goldfields increased traffic across the mountains in the 1850s (C&A & 
MW 1983: 38).  Construction of the railway line in the 1860s required realignment of the road in 
places, as the two routes had to share the ridge line (C&A & MW 1983: 42). After the opening of the 
railway, the road was less used, and parts fell into decay (Karskens June 1988: 10). An 1886 
description of the road between Wentworth Falls and Blackheath noted that it was in disrepair and 
disused except for driving cattle along the route (CRM 2002: 31) 

The introduction and spread of the motor car in Australia after 1905 brought roads back into 
importance. At the same time the Blue Mountains had become a favoured holiday location for people 
from the city (Karskens June 1988: 10).  As new construction materials and methods have been 
introduced throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the road has continued to be upgraded. 
Today the Great Western Highway closely follows Cox’s road alignment. 

4.3 Main Western Railway Line 

The railway corridor for the Main Western Railway was surveyed in 1862 (CRM 2002: 2), and largely 
followed the alignment of the Great Western Road.  Construction required the realignment of the 
Highway in places (C&A & MW 1983: 42). In order to minimise the cost of building the line, it was 
characterised by steep grades and curves, although these have in many cases since been modified 
(C&A & MW 1983: 42) 

Railway camps were established at points along the line, housing the men who constructed the line. 
A 1910 description of one of the camps, possibly near Mount Victoria (reproduced in CRM 2002: 28): 

The railway camp [is] situated a few hundred yards west of the railway station on 
the north side of the line … They are in tents, habitations constructed of old bags, 
flattened out kerosene tins, branches of trees, bits of bark, old timber or any mortal 
thing that can be picked up, borrowed, begged or bought.  These … are huddled 
together without any order or regard to sanitation. The scrub around this camp 
although too meagre to afford shelter from the burning rays of the sun is sufficiently 
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thick to prevent a current of fresh air passing through.  There is no water supply 
except for the few tanks on a railway truck standing on the line. 

In many cases the men had their families with them, and they stayed in the one place for some time.  
This encouraged the development of commercial premises and other services such as schools (CRM 
2002: 28). 

A station was opened at Weatherboard (now Wentworth Falls) in 1867 (Karskens July 1990: 5), and 
construction of the line continued through to Mount Victoria, which became the terminus in 1868 
(CRM 2002: 28). A halt stop was opened at Blackheath in 1868 and a platform in 1869 (Croft & 
Associates 1985:42). A station was opened at The Crushers (now Katoomba) in 1879 (Karskens July 
1990: 5). A halt stop was opened at Brown Siding, named after Brown’s sawmill on Railway Parade; 
the station was re-named Medlow Bath in 1903. 

The line was duplicated between Blackheath and Mount Victoria in 1898 and between Katoomba and 
Blackheath in 1902. Duplication of the line included removal of most of the twelve rail crossings, 
being replaced with under or over bridges (CRM 2002: 29).  The line was electrified in 1951 (CRM 
2002: 28). 

4.4 Settlement 

The study area commences at Katoomba in the south, passes through Medlow Bath and Blackheath, 
and ends just south of Mount Victoria. The four villages share similar characteristics (DEP & BMCC 
1982: 116): 

This is dominated by a through transport corridor, consisting of the railway, 
highway, a secondary distributor road, and roads branching out along the 
ridgelines, with commercial centre located on the highway. Other similarities are 
the type and location of plantings, particularly the use of pine trees for windbreaks 
and as boundary fences around large allotments. 

According to Thorp (2012) the principal influences on the settlement and development of the Blue 
Mountains villages were; the relationship between settlements and the environment, the construction 
of the road and later the railway line, inns, tourism and health industries (Thorp 2012). 

Sparse settlements along the Highway initially served as rest stops for settlers and then also 
prospectors making their way between Sydney and the Central West. The construction and opening 
of the railway line in the 1860s provided the impetus for further development. It contributed to the 
development of mining, timber cutting, and some limited agriculture and market gardening, and 
associated establishments such as stores, hotels and guesthouses. 

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, tourism to the area developed.  Facilities catering 
to this industry included walking tracks, golf courses, bowling greens, swimming pools, tennis courts 
and theatres. In 1917 there were around 60 guesthouses in Katoomba alone (Karskens 1990 p. 6), 
and it was considered the holiday capital of NSW. 

The electrification of the rail line, and growth in popularity of the motor car, made travel to and from 
the Blue Mountains more efficient.  Urban residential development began to expand from the 1950s, 
as people found that they could commute east to work. This trend has continued through to the 
present. 
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4.4.1 Katoomba 

Pulpit Hill, just to the north of Katoomba was one of the first small centres along the Highway. No. 20 
Road Party was based at Pulpit Hill in 1830 (Karskens June 1988: 7). An inn was established in this 
location in the early 1830s, and a police lock-up in the 1860s. Pulpit Hill is the location of ‘The 
Explorer’s Tree’, which was recorded in 1867 as a tree marked by Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth 
(C&A & MW 1983: 33). 

The opening of the railway in the late 1860s led to an increase in geological exploration of the region. 
In the 1860s, the Glen Shale Mine was established on the Megalong Valley side of the Narrow Neck 
Peninsula, to the south west of Katoomba (C&A & MW 1983: 47). In the 1870s, John Britty North 
purchased a large property, which included a large part of the later town of Katoomba (C&A & MW 
1983: 47). In 1872 he established the Katoomba Coal Mine, and in 1885 the Katoomba Coal and 
Shale Co. 

Katoomba was originally known as “The Crushers” and was established to service the local coal and 
shale mining activities as well as rail loading point. The name “The Crushers” was adopted from 
original timber railway platform (1877) and the nearby quarry used to produce rail ballast (Merriman 
2008).  In 1882 a loading depot, known as North’s Siding, was opened on the Western Railway on the 
Sydney side of ‘Shell Corner’. There developed a system of tramways linking this depot with the 
various coal and shale mines in the Magalong and Jamison Valleys (C&A & MW 1983: 47). 

From 1895 the shale mining activities gradually decreased, and by 1903 the shale industry at 
Katoomba ceased to exist (C&A & MW 1983: 48). The mining enterprises had an unanticipated 
benefit to the booming tourism industry within the Blue Mountains. By constructing access ways to the 
cliffs and the valley floors below, the infrastructure for future development of Katoomba’s tourism 
industry was already in place. As Karskens (1990 p. 6) stated: 

J.B. North’s South Katoomba Coal Mines established in 1870 had inadvertently 
initiated this boom by leading to the discovery of the breathtaking sights at Echo 
Point and the Three Sisters 

The focus of the village shifted from mining to tourism. The name of the locality had been changed 
in 1878 from “The Crushers” to Katoomba (Merriman 2008): 

The story goes that while on a picnic with Harry Peckman, a local cabbie, 
raconteur and driver to the gentry, James Henry Neale who was the local member 
of parliament took a local Kanimbla Aboriginal woman, known to Europeans as 
Black Bet or Princess Betsy, to the top of Katoomba Falls overlooking the Jamison 
Valley and asked her what the place was called. She answered 'ka-toom-bah', 
translated as 'place of many waterfalls'. Recent research now suggests that this is 
the name for the edible blechnum fern root that was an important Aboriginal plant 
staple collected from the Blue Mountains valleys. 

The Great Western Hotel (later the Carrington) was opened in 1882, and catered largely to holiday 
makers. By 1917 there were 60 guest houses in Katoomba, and by the 1930s Katoomba was the 
honeymoon capital of NSW (Karskens July 1990: 6-7).  Mining was resumed for a time in the early 
twentieth century, as in 1925 the Katoomba Colliery resumed the working of North’s coal mine. The 
coal was mostly sold locally. The operation of the mine involved rehabilitation to the coal haulage 
system, which eventually became the Scenic Railway (C&A & MW 1983: 49-50). 
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4.4.2 Medlow Bath 

A railway siding was established in the present location of Medlow Bath in 1883; this was Brown’s 
Sawmill Siding, associated with the local timber cutting industry.  A public railway platform was 
opened later the same year, and named Medlow (GBA March 2010: 12). By 1890, along with the 
sawmill, the locality also had a gatehouse, a few private residences and Lauraville Orchard (GBA 
March 2010: 12) 

The Belgravia Hotel was opened in 1890, on part of the property presently occupied by the Hydro 
Majestic Hotel (AHMS March 2014: 11). Part of this estate, along with the neighbouring Buckingham 
Park estate, was subdivided from the 1890s onwards, leading to additional development of the 
locality, but by 1905 the population was still only 50 or 60 (C&A & MW 1983: 58). 

In 1901, the Belgravia Hotel was bought by Mark Foy, who subsequently bought a number of 
adjacent allotments and residences (GBA March 2010: 16-17). Foy established a hydropathic 
sanatorium in the existing hotel and two houses, opening the establishment in 1904 (AHMS March 
2014: 11). He petitioned for the locality to be renamed Medlow Bath, which was done in 1903 (GBA 
March 2010: 24). 

The health cure was not as popular as Foy had hoped, and the orientation of the establishment was 
refocused to a more traditional holiday. It was renamed the Hydro Majestic Hotel in c1906.  In 1922 
the sanatorium was substantially damaged by bush fire, but the hotel re-opened the following year 
(AHMS March 2014: 11). A substantial new structure was built in 1938 (GBA March 2011).  

4.4.3 Blackheath 

The general locality of Blackheath was initially known as 41 Mile Tree, the approximate location of 
which has been marked by an obelisk placed by the Royal Australian Historical Society (CRM 2002: 
3). In 1831, Andrew Gardner opened the Scotch Thistle inn, in the location of the present Gardner’s 
Inn.  Gardner’s was the third inn to be constructed in the Blue Mountains. 

In the 1830s, under Mitchell, modifications were made to the alignment of the Highway through 
Blackheath (CRM 2002: 16). At this time, road workers were housed in a camp at the bottom of 
Soldiers Pinch, to the north of Blackheath (Karskens June 1988: 7). 

In 1844, a convict stockade was established at Blackheath. This was the largest in the Mountains, 
covering approximately 30 acres and comprising about 24 buildings (CRM 2002: 19). The convicts 
housed in this stockade were engaged in road works under the direction of Captain J.E. Bull 
Karskens June 1988: 9). A description of the stockade was made in 1846 by Colonel Godfrey 
Charles Mundy (cited in CRM 2002: 20): 

The settlement at Blackheath consists of a convict stockade … and a pretty good 
Inn Gardner’s, more lately Bloodsworth’s. The Commandant’s house is backed 
against the bush overlooking the cantonment of his detachment and the huts of the 
prisoners under his orders. The barracks and convict boxes form a little hamlet of 
some two dozen buildings of white washed slabs with tall stone chimney laid out on 
a rocky plateau cleared of trees and commanding a prospect of melancholy and 
desolate sterility … The prisoners here form what is called an iron-gang or ironed 
gang. 

As well as the largest, this was also the last stockade to be manned in the area. The military left in 
1849, and the establishment was then occupied by the police through to 1862, and the former 
Commandant’s residence was used as the police station (CRM 2002: 20). 
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The railway line was constructed through the site in the late 1860s.  A platform was constructed in 
1869 (CRM 2002: 4). Two dams were also constructed for watering purposes; parks have since been 
established in both of these locations. Refreshment rooms were built at the station in 1873-4, post 
office facilities in the 1880s, the present timber station building was constructed in 1898, and the 
platform and buildings were remodelled in 1902 in association with the duplication of the line. 

The village was surveyed in 1878 and proclaimed in 1885 (CRM 2002: 4). In 1881 a subdivision plan 
was drawn up, creating residential lots on the village’s northern edge as an extension of the earlier 
village plan; these lots were developed largely for holiday homes (CRM 2002: 38). 

In 1889, the Ivanhoe Hotel was established, with a capacity of 100 guests, in addition to the existing 
Hydora Hotel’s (formerly the Scotch Thistle) capacity of 60 (CRM 2002: 34). There were also several 
guest houses in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and a large supply of furnished 
houses to let (CRM 2002: 35). However, the permanent population at this time was still relatively low; 
240 in 1905 (DEP & BMCC 1982 p. 58). Development along the eastern side of the Highway was 
limited until the subdivision of the Hydora estate in 1903 (CRM 2002:3).  Following the subdivision, a 
number of commercial premises were established in this area (CRM 2002: 4). 

By the early years of the twentieth century Blackheath was one of the principal tourist destinations in 
the mountains, and was beginning to eclipse Mount Victoria. The creation of substantial gardens and 
parks reflects the importance of the town and its role as a tourist venue (CRM 2002: 4). Other 
establishments focussed on the tourist trade included a skating rink, opened on the Bathurst Road in 
1888, and a cinema, opened on Govetts Leap Road in 1915 (CRM 2002: 45). 

However, there were also other small industries in the area. The establishment of a road from the 
Megalong Valley to Blackheath in the early 1900s encouraged the timber industry in the valley (C&A 
& MW 1983: 63).  In addition, Shipley Plateau, to the west of Blackheath, has been used for small 
orchards, poultry farms, and some cattle grazing since the early 1890s (C&A & MW 1983: 63-64). 
These orchards were also incorporated as an attraction into the tourist industry. 

The key period for the village was the inter-war years. Many of the more substantial buildings in the 
commercial precinct were either built or renovated in this period, including the present Gardner’s Inn, 
which was built in 1938 (CRM 2002: 4). From the 1920s, more than 400 residential properties were 
available for lease (CRM 2002: 45). The establishment of Memorial Park also dates to this period. 

4.4.4 Mount Victoria 

The original alignment of the road through this locality followed the ridge of Mount York, that runs 
parallel to Mount Victoria (CRM 2002: 17). The village of Mount Victoria stands on the realignment. 
The locality is thought to have been known initially as One Tree Hill (CRM 2002: 26). 

In 1839, the Mount Victoria Inn was established at the base of Victoria Pass (CRM 2002: 5).  A toll 
bar was established in 1849; one of two on the road, the other being at Linden (CRM 2002: 26). A 
stone cottage was erected for the toll-keeper.  In 1852 the keeper of the bar George Sheppeard 
bought five acres of land and established an inn along with other buildings (CRM 2002: 26). When 
this land was taken for construction of the railway line, Sheppeard was granted 40 acres west of the 
Toll Bar and built a second inn, the Welcome Inn, which lasted in business only until 1868. The One 
Tree Hill In was opened in 1867, and later became Perrys Family Hotel (CRM 2002: 27), it is thought 
to have burnt down in c1878, and the owners then built the Imperial Hotel on the other side of the 
road. 

Mount Victoria station was opened in 1868 (CRM 2002: 29). The first Government School on the 
mountains was established at Mount Victoria in 1868, partly for the children of the railway workers 
living nearby (CRM 2002: 6).  The village was for a long time the terminus of the rail line, and this 
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contributed in a substantial way to the growth of the town. Inns, guest houses and other 
accommodation was developed for travellers both passing through and staying in the Mountains.  The 
terminus was also used by the oil shale mines at Hartley Vale.  Initially, shale was carted by bullock 
teams to the railhead (C&A & MW 1983: 46).  Later, a tramway connected the mines to the top of the 
mountain, and then a siding or branch railway to the main railway line (CRM 2002: 53). 

In the late Victorian period, Mount Victoria was the most important tourist destination in the mountains 
(CRM 2002: 5). By the early decades of the twentieth century, the villages to the east, Blackheath, 
Katoomba and Medlow Bath, had become more popular (CRM 2002: 35). 

4.5 Development of the Study Area 

The study area consists of a section of the Great Western Highway road reserve, and the history of 
the development of the study area therefore follows that of the highway very closely (see Section 4.2). 
The following section provides a chronological summary of known changes to this stretch of the 
highway. It should be noted that this is not comprehensive. In the early period of the road’s history, 
deviations were made by individual travellers, based on conditions at the time of travel. The 
documentary evidence indicates that relatively informal alterations and additions to the alignment 
continued to be made through to at least 1865. It is likely that many of these were never recorded. 
Similarly, minor upgrades undertaken by Council and the state government authority may also not be 
shown in the available documentary evidence. 

Following the creation of the road in 1815, the earliest major amendment known to have been 
undertaken in the study area is the realignment of the road through Blackheath which may have taken 
place in the 1830s. The original alignment of the road, between Govetts Leap Road and Prince 
George Street, was to the east of the current line (Figure 3). The 1840s Blackheath Stockade was 
located on the western side of the original alignment, extending across the area between the current 
line of Abbott Street in the south and about halfway between Leichhardt Street and Govetts Leap 
Road in the north. 

A major program of works was undertaken in the 1830s and 1840s to upgrade the road, and it is likely 
that this included additional alterations between Katoomba and Mount Victoria.  However, no 
documentary evidence detailing these has been found for the present report. 

A series of plans was drawn up in the mid-1860s for the construction of the railway (Figure 3 to Figure 
6). These indicate that there were significant changes to the alignment of the road through the study 
area to accommodate the rail line. They also suggest that there were a number of places where more 
than one alignment was in use, in particular in the vicinity of Soldiers Pinch to the north of Blackheath. 
The 1860s works are likely to have resulted in a more formalised alignment to the highway. In 
summary, from south to north: 

•	 A small realignment was made to the west of Katoomba, in the vicinity of the present Watson 

Way. 

•	 The whole of the road from the approximate location of the Explorers Tree north to approximately 

Foy Avenue is likely to have been realigned, placing it to the west of the original road.  The 

northern part of this stretch appears to follow what is now the alignment of Foy Avenue. 

•	 Through Medlow Bath, the rail and road alignments are in close proximity, and construction of the 

railway is likely to have required amendments to the road alignment, if only minor. 
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•	 Parts of the stretch of road between Medlow Bath and Blackheath, particularly where the two 

alignments are very close, are likely to have been moved slightly to the east, but sections of the 

original alignment may remain. 

•	 The original alignment through Blackheath, which is thought to have been amended in the 1830s 

is shown on the 1860s maps. This suggests that the new alignment may not have been 

formalised until this time, or that both alignments were in use through to the 1860s. 

•	 To the north of Blackheath, the alignment does not appear to have required alteration for 

construction of the railway. 

•	 At Soldiers Pinch, to the north of the present Mount Boyce weigh station, two alignments are 

shown – the current alignment, and what appears to be a more minor track running roughly 

parallel but closer to the railway line. 

•	 The section of the road to the south of Browntown Oval is shown on the pre-2002 alignment. 

The 1860s plans indicate that the majority of the current alignment of the highway through the study 
area postdates c.1865. The exception is that stretch of the road through Blackheath and north to 
Soldiers Pinch. 

A sketch plan of Medlow Bath from the 1890s shows that the railway crossing was originally located 
to the north of the present crossing; to the north of the gate house, roughly in the location of the Cox 
Avenue alignment (Figure 7). An 1890 plan shows the alignment of the Highway through Katoomba, 
crossing the railway line and a coal siding or tramway to the west of Bridge Street (Figure 8). The 
plan was drawn up to guide a realignment of the streets of Katoomba, including the Highway, and 
notes that alignment stones would be placed on either side of the roads, at changes in alignment. 

A series of plans drawn up in 1894 shows a number of areas where the alignment differs from the 
current road (Figure 9 to Figure 18): 

•	 The alignment immediately west of Katoomba follows the present line of Bathurst Road, closer to 

the railway line. 

•	 The bend just to the north of the Explorers Tree is slightly different. 

•	 To the south of Medlow Bath, the highway appears still to follow the present line of Foy Avenue at 

this time. 

•	 The northern crossing at Medlow Bath was still in use. 

•	 From Medlow Bath north through to Soldiers Pinch, the line of the highway appears similar to the 

present alignment. 

•	 The highway at Soldiers Pinch, between Mount Victoria and Blackheath, follows the winding pre-

2002 alignment. 

Some changes are likely to have been made in c.1902, in conjunction with the duplication of the rail 
line. In particular, this is likely to have been the time at which the crossing at Medlow Bath was 
moved south to approximately its current location. 

A 1908 plan of Blackheath shows no major differences in the line of the road through the village 
(Figure 19). However the earlier row of commercial premises along the eastern side of the highway is 
shown. A more detailed plan from 1914 shows the proposed realignment of streets in Blackheath, 
including the Great Western Highway (Figure 20). The plan indicates that the road at this time was of 
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variable width and that fences and buildings encroached. The highway was particularly narrow to the 
north of the intersection with Govetts Leap Road.  The work undertaken at this time involved the 
placement of alignment marks consisting of iron posts.  In the late 1930s the highway was widened in 
Blackheath, at the intersection with Govetts Leap Road.  This work required the demolition of a 
number of structures on the northern side of the intersection, and it is likely that the footprints of the 
frontages of these structures are within the current road corridor. 

Historical aerial photographs from 1973 show that the highway was almost entirely in its current 
alignment by this time (Figure 22 to Figure 28). From south to north: 

•	 The road still followed the Bathurst Road alignment immediately to the west of Katoomba. 

•	 To the south of Medlow Bath, the highway no longer followed the line of Foy Avenue. 

•	 The crossing at Medlow Bath had been moved south to approximately its present location, on the 

line of Atlingworth Street. The shape of the road to the north retained a bend in the location of the 

former crossing, and it is possible that the railway line rather than the road was realigned. 

•	 Through Blackheath and to the north, the highway followed the same alignment as present, with 

the exception of the pre-2002 Soldiers Pinch alignment. 

Subsequent works have included a substantial realignment at Soldier’s Pinch / Mount Boyce, 
between the Mount Boyce weigh station and Browntown Oval, undertaken in 2002. The following 
year, the section of the highway crossing the railway line at Medlow Bath was realigned, which work 
included the construction of a new overbridge. In the same year, Shell Corner at Katoomba was 
realigned. 
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Figure 2: Blackheath showing the 1840s layout overlaid with the current street alignment (C&A 
& MW 1983: Fig 2.8). 
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Figure 3: Detail of the 1865 railway plan, showing the northern part of Blackheath (Great 
Western Railway Extension Penrith to Bathurst Working Plan, LPI Crown Plan 1875.3000). 
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Figure 4: Detail of the 1865 railway plan, showing the southern part of Blackheath (Great 
Western Railway Extension Penrith to Bathurst Working Plan, LPI Crown Plan 1875.3000). 
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Figure 5: Detail of the 1865 railway plan, showing Pulpit Hill to the north of Katoomba (Great 
Western Railway Extension Penrith to Bathurst Working Plan, LPI Crown Plan 1875.3000) 

Figure 6: Detail of the 1865 railway plan, showing Katoomba (Great Western Railway Extension 
Penrith to Bathurst Working Plan, LPI Crown Plan 1875.3000) 
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Figure 7: A sketch plan of Medlow Bath (then Medlow) thought to date to the 1890s. 

Figure 8: The Great Western Highway, Katoomba, in 1890 (Plan showing streets proposed to 
be Aligned … Municipality of Blackheath, LPI Crown Plan 1.2532). 
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Figure 9: Detail of the 1894 plan of the Great Western Highway, showing the section south of 
Mount Victoria (Plan shewing that part of the Main Western Road from Mt Victoria to 
Jamieson’s Valley Creek, LPI Crown Plan 5110.1603). 

Figure 10: Detail of the 1894 plan, showing the section to the south of Soldiers Pinch. 
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Figure 11: Detail of the 1894 plan, showing the section to the north of Blackheath. 

Figure 12: Detail of the 1894 plan showing the section through Blackheath. 
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Figure 13: Detail of the 1894 plan, showing the section to the south of Blackheath. 

Figure 14: Detail of the 1894 plan, showing the section to the north of Medlow Bath. 
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Figure 15: Detail of the 1894 plan, showing the section through Medlow Bath. 

Figure 16: Detail of the 1894 plan, showing the section south of Medlow Bath. 
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Figure 17: Detail of the 1894 plan, showing the section north of Katoomba. 

Figure 18: Detail of the 1894 plan, showing the section west of Katoomba. 
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Figure 19: Detail of a 1908 plan showing Blackheath (The ‘Mountaineer’ illustrated tourists’ 
guide to the Blue Mountains and Jenolan Caves, 1908, NLA). 

Figure 20: Detail of a tracing of a 1914 plan showing the proposed realignment of streets in 
Blackheath (Plan of proposed alignment … of Streets in the Village of Blackheath and part of 
the Great Western Road, LPI Crown Plan 1.2609). 
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Figure 21: A 1923 plan of Blackheath showing the 1849 layout overlaid (source: Campbell 
1923: 213). 
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Figure 22: The study area in 1974: north of Blackheath (LPI). 
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Figure 23: The study area in 1974: Blackheath (LPI). 
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Figure 24: The study area in 1974: south of Blackheath (LPI). 
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Figure 25: The study area in 1974: Medlow Bath (LPI). 
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Figure 26: The study area in 1974: Medlow Bath and south (LPI). 
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Figure 27: The study area in 1974: between Medlow Bath and Katoomba (LPI). 
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Figure 28: The study area in 1974: Katoomba (LPI). 
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5.0 SURVEY 

A survey of the study area was undertaken by Fenella Atkinson and Owen Barrett on 16 July 2015. 
The survey was targeted at those areas identified through the desktop research as likely to have 
historical heritage values; in particular, previously identified heritage items and the village centres of 
Medlow Bath and Blackheath. The result of the Aboriginal heritage survey have also been 
incorporated where relevant (Artefact Heritage, in prep.). 

5.1 Section A: Katoomba to Medlow Bath 

Section A of the study area extends from Rowan Lane, just to the west of Katoomba, to Foy Avenue, 
just to the south of Medlow Bath, and is approximately 3km in length. Within this section of the study 
area, the highway runs roughly parallel to the railway line, which is located approximately 10-70m to 
the east.  The land to the east, on the opposite side of the railway line, is part of the Blue Mountains 
National Park. The land to the west is very sparsely occupied. From south to north, the highway has 
junctions with Rowan Lane, Bathurst Road, Nellies Glen Road, Explorers Road, and Foy Avenue. 

There is one heritage item along this section of the study area; the Explorers Tree and Environs 
(Figure 29).  The remains of the tree consist of a stump, filled with concrete and held by two metal 
rings, set on a sandstone tower which appears to project into the road corridor. There are a number 
of surrounding features, including a marble plaque, a wooden sign, low sandstone walls and 
sandstone steps. The eastern side of the tower is supported by two steel beams set vertically, timber 
boards and chicken wire. 

To the west of the tree is an area of carparking, paved with asphalt. This area provides access to the 
tree, and also to Nellies Glen and Pulpit Hill Roads and the start of the Six Foot Track.  There is an 
additional heritage item in this locality; stone arrangements which have been considered by some to 
represent the remains of convict burials (K039). These are located to the north of Nellies Glen Road, 
and are not within or adjacent to the study area. 

To the north, roughly at the intersection with Explorers Road, is the approximate location of the lock-
up shown in the 1860s plans (Figure 5). However, the changes made to the alignment in the 1860s 
suggest that the location of this feature is on the opposite side of the railway line, and no indication of 
the structure was found at the time of the survey. 

Further to the north, on the eastern side of the highway, is the recorded location of the site of the 
Shepherd and His Flock Inn (LEP1991 / DLEP2013 K028). However, the 1860s plans demonstrate 
that the highway in this location was moved to the west, and the site of the former inn is therefore now 
on the opposite side of the railway line, and not within or adjacent to the study area. 

The Blue Mountains Heritage Study includes a listing for a section of track running between Medlow 
Bath and Katoomba (C&A & MW 1983: MB026). This listing has not been incorporated into the LEP 
heritage schedules, and is therefore not included in the LEP mapping. It is likely to indicate the pre-
1865 alignment of this stretch of the highway, which appears to be followed, at least in part, by Foy 
Avenue, fire trails, walking tracks and service maintenance tracks running alongside the current 
highway. These are largely dirt tracks, but sections have been surfaced with gravel (Figure 30). 
Parts of these tracks are within the road corridor, and therefore within the study area. 
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Figure 29: The Explorers Tree (K031). Figure 30: Track alongside the highway. 

5.2 Section B: Medlow Bath Township 

Section B of the study area extends from Foy Avenue, to the south of Medlow Bath, to 150m south of 
Station Street in Medlow Bath, and is approximately 1.5km in length.  Within this section of the study 
area, the highway runs roughly parallel to the railway line, which is located approximately 10-50m to 
the east.  This section of the study area passes through the village of Medlow Bath.  The main part of 
the village is located on the opposite side of the railway line.  Development on the western side of the 
study area is dominated by the Hydro Majestic Hotel, with some predominantly residential 
development to the north and south of this. 

The southern part of this section is characterised by regrowth native vegetation on either side of the 
highway (Figure 31). To the north, there are a number of heritage items adjacent to the study area in 
this section.  The Hydro Majestic Hotel (MB002) is located to the west of the highway, and consists of 
a complex of buildings with associated carparking, gardens and landscaping. There is a low 
sandstone and cement fence along the boundary with the road reserve (Figure 32). Within the 
boundary fence, on the western side, is a row of mature pines. A concrete footpath runs along the 
eastern side of the boundary fence, and there is a carparking area, surfaced with gravel, between the 
path and the road. 

On the opposite side of the road is a regularly spaced row of young pines (Figure 33). These have 
been planted to replace the row of mature pines (MB015) that was removed for safety reasons in 
c.2011. The mapping of the listing for the mature pines indicates that they were located within the 
railway corridor immediately to the east of the study area. However, the new pines have been 
planted within the road reserve. 

Also within the road reserve are two concrete bus shelters. The northern shelter has been decorated 
inside and out with murals (Figure 34). The interior mural is a historical view of the Hydro Majestic 
Hotel and highway. The exterior murals show natural scenes.  In places, these have been covered by 
graffiti. 

Immediately to the east of the study area is the listed Medlow Bath railway station group (MB003).  
This includes an island platform with a brick station building and adjacent weatherboard shed (Figure 
35). There is a pedestrian overpass at the northern end of the platform and a crossing at the 
southern end. The platform is set within a substantial cutting, which allows the railway line to pass 
underneath the highway (Figure 36). 

The study area excludes that stretch of the highway from 150m south of Station Street to 110m north 
of Station Street. This part of the highway was recently upgraded, in 2003, involving realignment and 
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construction of a new bridge over the railway line. No work is therefore proposed for this stretch of 
the road.  There is one listed heritage item adjacent to this part of the road; the three houses 
‘Melbourne House’, ‘Cosy Cot’, and ‘Sheleagh Cottage’, at 2-10 Station Street, Medlow Bath 
(MB019). 

Figure 31: Part of the southern area of Figure 32: Boundary fence of the Hydro Majestic 
Section B. Hotel (MB002). 

Figure 33: Young pines on the eastern side of Figure 34: Decorated bus shelter.
 
the highway, opposite the Hydro Majestic
 
Hotel.
 

Figure 35: Medlow Bath railway station Figure 36: Medlow Bath railway station, 
(MB003). showing the cutting on the western side. 
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5.3 Section C: Medlow Bath to Blackheath 

Section C of the study area extends from 110m north of Station Street, Medlow Bath, to Evans 
Lookout Road, Blackheath, and is approximately 2.6km in length. Within this section of the study 
area, the highway runs roughly parallel to the railway line, which is located approximately 5-30m to 
the west.  With the exception of the highway and railway line, there is very little development in this 
section of the study area. To the east, the study area is bounded by part of the Blue Mountains 
National Park. 

There is one listed heritage item adjacent to the study area in the southern part of this section, on the 
northern outskirts of Medlow Bath. This is the house ‘The Pines’, at 16-18 Coachhouse Lane, 
Medlow Bath (MB016). The house is a timber structure, set back from the road (Figure 37). 
Coachhouse Lane appears to be a former alignment of part of the highway, which is now slightly 
further to the west and set on an embankment (Figure 38). There is a concrete milestone on the 
western boundary of the property, which reads ‘L 18 / K6’ (Figure 39). The distances suggest that the 
milestone is not in situ, but may have been moved from a point further north on the highway. 

The remainder of this section of the study area is characterised by the proximity of the railway line, to 
the west, and regrowth native vegetation to the east (Figure 40). 

Figure 37: The Pines, 16-18 Coachhouse Lane, Figure 38: Coachhouse Lane in relation to the 
Medlow Bath (MB016). present alignment of the Great Western 

Highway. 

Figure 39: Milestone on the western boundary of Figure 40: Looking south along part of 
16-18 Coachhouse Lane. Section C. 
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5.4 Section D: Blackheath Township 

Section D of the study area extends from Evans Lookout Road, Blackheath, to 230m north of 
Radiance Avenue, Blackheath, and is approximately 3.8km in length. Within this section of the study 
area, the highway runs roughly parallel to the railway line, which is located approximately 10-260m to 
the west.  This section is the most developed part of the study area, as it passes through the 
commercial centre of Blackheath. This is reflected in the large number of listed heritage items within 
and adjacent to the study area.  In addition, most of this section of the study area falls within the 
heritage listing for the Blackheath transport corridor, which includes the railway and highway between 
Leichhardt and Kanimbla Streets (BH063). 

The southernmost part is characterised by the railway line in close proximity on the western side. On 
the eastern side are groups of twentieth-century detached housing, with trees planted in the road 
verge. Also in this area is Sutton Park, which has an area of carparking and facilities set in regrowth 
native vegetation. 

In this section of the study area, the southernmost listed item is the house The Manse, 174 Great 
Western Highway, Blackheath (BH129). The house is on the western side of the highway, and is 
obscured from the road by dense plantings along the property boundary (Figure 41). To the north, on 
the opposite side of the highway, is the location of one of the former railway dams (BH053). This 
location is now Whitley Park. The landscaping and extensive terracing within the park are likely to 
represent, at least in part, works undertaken for the construction of the dam. The park also contains 
substantial rows of mature trees, in particular pines (Figure 42) 

To the north, on the north-western corner of the highway and Abbott Street, is St Mounts, 194-196 
Great Western Highway (BH052). This is a large structure, set back from the road on a site that has 
been substantially terraced to create a level area (Figure 43). Associated plantings include trees on 
the road verge. Immediately to the north, on the opposite side of the highway, is Blackheath Public 
School (BH033) (Figure 44) which is also listed as the site of the former Blackheath Stockade 
(BH034). Because of the slope of the ground, down to the west, substantial earthworks have been 
undertaken to construct the highway through this area (Figure 45 and Figure 46).  In places, these 
have included excavation through the bedrock. 

Opposite the School site, on the northern side of Leichhardt Street, is the former teacher’s residence, 
207 Great Western Highway (BH161). This is a single-storey brick house, set back from the street, 
with mature trees along the boundary with the highway (Figure 47). It has a timber and wire mesh 
fence, set on a low brick footing.  The neighbouring property to the north is Norwood, 209 Great 
Western Highway (BH056). This is a two-storey timber structure, with hedging along the road 
boundary, and mature trees including pines in the yard to the side and rear (Figure 48). To the north 
again is the IGA (Kerry’s Service Station), 211 Great Western Highway (BH162). This is a single 
storey brick structure, set back from the road, with an awning covering the petrol pumps at the front 
(Figure 49). 

On the opposite side of the road, between the highway and the railway, is a strip of grassed land with 
public facilities including picnic tables. This area is the location of the listed horse trough (BH 134) 
(Figure 50), and other items including a Furphy’s water bubbler and a sculpture of Govett’s leap 
(Figure 51). On the same strip of land, to the north, are bus shelters and a town directory (see 
below). This area appears to be intended to cater to visitors to the village, providing amenities, along 
with an introduction to the history of the area and information about destinations and events. There 
are significant views to the west (Figure 52), and the landscape has been added to by tree plantings 
in rows alongside the road and railway boundaries and others within the park (Figure 53). The strip of 
parkland between the railway and the highway contributes to the relatively open aspect of this stretch 
of the highway, leading north into Blackheath (Figure 54 and Figure 55). 
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The property to the north of the IGA contains a small brick house that is not heritage listed. Adjacent 
to this, on the northern side, is Kia Ora, 213 Great Western Highway (BH163). This weatherboard 
house is set back from the street; the front yard is largely lawn with a few small shrubs (Figure 56). 
The adjacent property to the north is Blackheath Automotive, 215 Great Western Highway (BH164) 
(Figure 57). This is followed by the Annex Antiques, 217-221 Great Western Highway (BH165), a 
single storey house set back from the road, with a front yard used for car parking (Figure 58). To the 
north again, on the corner with Sutton Lane, is the Fire Station, 223-225 Great Western Highway 
(BH166). This is a large single-storey brick structure, built almost onto the western property boundary 
(Figure 59). At the northern end of this part of the highway, to the south of Govetts Leap Road, is the 
New Ivanhoe Hotel, 229-236 Great Western Highway (BH026). This building is oriented to face 
north-west, into the intersection, and has a grassed area in front (Figure 60). On the footpath in front 
of the hotel is an obelisk placed to commemorate the work of surveyor George William Evans, who 
marked the road across the mountains in 1813-1814. 

On the western side of the highway, opposite the intersection with Govetts Leap Road, is a group of 
three structures, two of which are heritage listed. There is the bus shelter dated to 1925 (BH172) 
(Figure 61) the Rotary town directory (BH174) and a second shelter which does not appear to be 
listed, located in between the two listed items (Figure 63). These three items are located in a paved 
area adjacent to the railway corridor. The area includes public seating and mature deciduous trees. 
This forms the northern end of that strip of land between the railway and the highway that, to the 
south, includes the horse trough, bubbler and sculpture of Govett. 

To the north of the intersection with Govetts Leap Road, the road corridor is narrower.  This 
contributes to the more developed character of this stretch of the road, together with the row of 
attached and abutting shops on the eastern side, and Blackheath railway station on the west. The 
row of shops is in general built with the western wall on the western property boundary, with recessed 
entrances. There are cantilevered awnings out over the footpath, and shop signs suspended 
underneath (Figure 64).  However, on the western side of the highway, the row of trees is continued. 

On the north-eastern corner of the highway and Govetts Leap Road is the Yarralumla flats building, 
237-238 Great Western Highway (BH167) (Figure 65). To the north is Dash’s Pharmacy. Then two 
shops Wattle Café / Blackheath Florist, 240 Great Western Highway (BH099) (Figure 66). There are 
two shops that are not listed, then the Former Butcher’s Shop at 245 Great Western Highway 
(BH169) and a group of four shops 246-249 Great Western Highway (BH170) (Figure 67). To the 
north is a single-storey shop that is not listed, then Gardner’s Inn, 255 Great Western Highway 
(BH027) (Figure 68). This includes the Hotel building and the garden to the north. There is a stone 
wall along the western boundary of the garden, which is supposed to have been built using stone 
from the original building of the Scotch Thistle Inn (Figure 69). 

On the opposite side of the highway, roughly opposite the intersection with Gardiner Crescent, is the 
Blackheath Railway Station Group (BH029), including two shops (BH173). The group includes an 
island platform with a timber station building (Figure 70). There is pedestrian access and a 
pedestrian overpass at the southern end of the platform. Between the railway line and the highway is 
a paved area for vehicular access, and a grassed area planted with two rows of trees. On the eastern 
edge of the railway corridor are two single-storey brick shops, 266 Great Western Highway, one on 
either side of the pedestrian access to the platform (BH173) (Figure 71). The shops have awnings 
that extend out over the footpath. 

To the north of the railway station, development is less dense, and the vista along the highway opens 
up somewhat. Along this section of the road, the ground slopes down from east to west, and 
terracing has been undertaken for construction of the highway, and also on the road verges on either 
side (Figure 75). There are rows of trees planted on either side of the highway, which appear to have 
been supplemented on the eastern side by plantings associated with adjacent residences. 
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On the north-eastern corner of the highway and Gardiners Crescent is the Community Centre, 265 
Great Western Highway (BH171) (Figure 72). This is a large brick structure, and has a low brick wall 
along the boundary with the highway. To the north of the Community Centre are The Gardens 
(BH206), to which the Gardens War Memorial (BH123) forms an entrance (Figure 73).  There is a 
paved area to the west of the War Memorial, leading to the Macquarie Monument (BH030) which is 
located within the road reserve. The boundary along the western side of The Gardens is formed by a 
hedge, with a row of mature trees planted behind it. On the Gardiner Crescent boundary of The 
Gardens, to the east of the Community Centre, is a low sandstone wall, which is also thought to be 
constructed of stone salvaged from the original Scotch Thistle building (Figure 74). 

To the north, on the opposite side of Hat Hill Road, is St Aidan’s Anglican Church, 2-8 Hat Hill Road 
(BH031). A dense row of pines has been planted along the western boundary of the property, with a 
number of mature trees grouped more informally on the western side of the row. To the north of the 
church are a house and a motel, followed by the house ‘Rowan Brae’, 284 Great Western Highway 
(BH130). The property boundary is marked by a picket fence, and a brick path and steps lead across 
the verge down to the highway (Figure 76). There is an area of dense planting alongside the 
highway. To the north of Rowan Brae are three detached houses, all of which are likely to date to the 
early twentieth century. 

On the north-east corner of the highway and Sturt Street is the house Nalawa, 289-290 Great 
Western Highway (BH133). The western boundary is marked by a picket fence on a low brick wall, 
and there are a number of trees planted on the verge (Figure 77). To the north of Nalawa is a row of 
detached timber houses, most of which are set back from the road somewhat on quarter-acre blocks. 
These appear to be early twentieth century in date. One of these is listed as a heritage item in the 
1991 LEP; 300 Great Western Highway (BH093). However, this house was not visible from the road, 
as it was concealed by a dense hedge along the property boundary. 

Bacchante Street and Ridgewell Road mark the northern extent, on the eastern side of the highway, 
of the residential area of Blackheath. To the north are the Campbell Rhododendron Gardens 
(BH001). The section of the Gardens closest to the road is not fenced off and appears not to have 
been planted, but instead is covered in scrub. To the north again is Blackheath General Cemetery, 
322-331 Great Western Highway (BH120), which is on the northern side of the highway as the road 
bends to the west. The cemetery is set back from the road, with a group of trees separating the 
access track from the highway (Figure 78). There are additional plantings, particularly pines, along 
the southern boundary of the cemetery, on both sides of the fence. To the south of the cemetery is 
an interpretive sign, outlining elements of the history of the area. 

To the north of the cemetery is a row of detached twentieth century housing. A service road runs 
parallel to the highway, on the eastern side, and trees including both pines and eucalypts grow on the 
verge between the two roads. 
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Figure 41: The Manse, 174 Great Western Figure 42: View south across Whitley Park, in 
Highway (BH129). the listed location of the former railway dam 

(BH053). 

Figure 43: St Mounts, 194-196 Great Western Figure 44: Blackheath Public School (BH033) 
Highway (BH052). also listed as the site of the former Blackheath 

Stockade (BH034). 

Figure 45: Detail of cutting on the highway Figure 46: View across the highway to the 
boundary of Blackheath Public School School, showing the earthworks that have 
(BH033). been undertaken for the construction of the 

road. 
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Figure 47: Former teacher’s residence, 207 Figure 48: Norwood, 209 Great Western 
Great Western Highway (BH034). Highway (BH056). 

Figure 49: IGA / Kerry’s Service Station, 211 Figure 50: Horse trough (BH134). 
Great Western Highway (BH162). 

Figure 51: Sculpture of Govett’s Leap. Figure 52: View to the west. 
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Figure 53: Trees alongside the highway. Figure 54: View north along the highway, from 
the IGA. 

Figure 55: View south along the highway, from Figure 56: Kia Ora, 213 Great Western 
the IGA. Highway (BH163). 

Figure 57: Blackheath Automotive, 215 Great Figure 58: Annex Antiques, 217-221 Great 
Western Highway (BH164). Western Highway (BH165). 
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Figure 59: Fire Station, 223-225 Great Western Figure 60: The New Ivanhoe Hotel, 229-236 
Highway (BH166). Great Western Highway (BH026), looking 

south. 

Figure 61: Bus shelter (BH172)	 Figure 62: Rotary Directory (BH174). 

Figure 63: Shelter.	 Figure 64: View south along the row of shops 
to the north of the intersection with Govetts 
Leap Road. 
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Figure 65: Yarralumla Flats, 237-238 Great Figure 66: Wattle Café / Blackheath Florist,
 
Western Highway (BH167) and Dash’s 240 Great Western Highway (BH099).
 
Pharmacy, 239 Great Western Highway
 
(BH168).
 

Figure 67: Former butcher’s shop, 245 Great Figure 68: Gardners Inn, 255 Great Western
 
Western Highway (BH169), and a group of four Highway (BH027).
 
shops, 246-249 Great Western Highway
 
(BH170).
 

Figure 69: Detail of the wall to the north of Figure 70: Blackheath Railway Station 
Gardners Inn. (BH029). 
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Figure 71: Railway shops, 266 Great Western Figure 72: Community Centre, 265 Great 
Highway (BH173). Western Highway (BH171). 

Figure 73: The Gardens (BH206), Gardens War Figure 74: Sandstone wall on the Gardiner 
Memorial (BH123) and Macquarie Monument Crescent boundary of The Gardens. 
(BH030). 

Figure 75: The road verge to the east of the Figure 76: Rowan Brae, 284 Great Western 
highway, looking south. Highway (BH130). 
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Figure 77: Nalawa, 289-290 Great Western Figure 78: Blackheath General Cemetery, 322-
Highway (BH133). 331 Great Western Highway (BH120). 

5.5 Section E: Blackheath to Mount Victoria 

Section E of the study area extends from a point 230m north of Radiance Avenue, Blackheath, to the 
entrance to Browntown Oval, Mount Victoria, and is approximately 2.5km in length. Within this 
section of the study area, the highway runs roughly parallel to the railway line, which is located 
approximately 70 to 250m to the west. With the exception of the two transport corridors and services 
and easements, this area has very little development (Figure 79). 

Recent works have been undertaken along this section of the highway, including construction of the 
Mount Boyce Heavy Vehicle Safety Station (Figure 80).  Adjacent to the highway is the Mount Boyce 
Lookout, which is the location of a re-located scarred tree (Figure 81). Substantial works were 
undertaken in this section of the study area in c.2002 to realign the highway at Soldier’s Pinch (Figure 
82). The road pavement of the former alignment remains present. 

Figure 79: Looking north along the highway.	 Figure 80: Mount Boyce Heavy Vehicle Safety 
Station. 

Page 79 



           

    
 

       
 

 

         
 

 

  
 

Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Figure 81: Scarred tree at the Mount Boyce Figure 82: A cutting made as part of the 2002
 
Lookout. works.
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6.0 HISTORICAL HERITAGE ITEMS 

The following section lists the historical heritage items that have been identified within and adjacent to 
the study area.  Two of the identified items are relevant for the whole of the study area (Section 6.1), 
and the remainder are divided according to Sections A-D of the proposed works (Section 6.2 to 
Section 6.5). The identified heritage items are shown in Figure 84 to Figure 88. 

An outline of history and heritage significance is given for each item. The information is taken largely 
from the existing heritage listings, with additions from the results of the documentary research and the 
site inspection undertaken for the present report. 

The significance of heritage items listed within the study area has been assessed in accordance with 
the criteria outlined in the significance assessment guidelines provided by the Heritage Division of the 
Office of Environment and Heritage (Heritage Office 2001). The criteria specified by the Heritage 
Division encompass the four values identified in the Burra Charter; historical significance, aesthetic 
significance, scientific significance and social significance (Australia ICOMOS 2013); and also 
consider representativeness and rarity values (Table 4). The heritage assessment guidelines also 
include two thresholds (state or local) for assessing the relative level of significance of heritage items. 

Table 4: NSW heritage significance assessment criteria. 

Criterion Explanation 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural history A (or the cultural or natural history of the local area). 

An item has a strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or 
B group of persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the 

cultural or natural history of the local area). 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high 
degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW (or in the local area). 

An item has a strong or special association with a particular community or D cultural group in NSW (or local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

An item has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
E	 understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or cultural or natural history of 

the local area). 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or F natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area). 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s 
G cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments (or a class of the local 

area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments). 

6.1 General 

Greater Blue Mountains Area 

History and Description 

The natural and cultural heritage values of the Greater Blue Mountains Area has been recognised in a 
number of heritage listings: 
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Item Register ID 

Area between Medlow Bath and Explorer's Tree including 
Radiata Plateau Blue Mountains Heritage Study MB 27 

Hat Hill Plateau Blue Mountains Heritage Study BH100 

Blackheath Plateau Blue Mountains Heritage Study BH101 

Mount Boyce Area RNE 100914 

Blue Mountains RNE 14147 

Blue Mountains National Park LEP1991 L0005 

Greater Blue Mountains Area NHL 105999 

Greater Blue Mountains Area - Additional Values NHL 105696 

Greater Blue Mountains Area WHL 105127 

Most of these listings refer to the Blue Mountains National Park. The exceptions are: 

•	 ‘Hat Hill Plateau’ and ‘Blackheath Plateau’. These landforms are the location of Blackheath 

village, although they also extend into the National Park. The urban heritage values are 

addressed in the Blackheath listings for Section D below (Section 0). 

•	 ‘Mount Boyce Area’. This listing refers to an area of approximately 24,000 hectares, which can be 

viewed from the Mount Boyce look-out, to the north-west of Blackheath. The site was nominated 

as an excellent location ‘for viewing sedimentary exposures that trace the geological formation of 

the Sydney Basin’.  The viewlines are to the west, and do not include the study area. 

The Great Western Highway is not included within the National Park boundary, however it is adjacent 
to the Park in three locations; to the west of Katoomba, between Medlow Bath and Blackheath, and to 
the north of Soldiers Pinch (south of Mount Victoria). The study area forms the western boundary of 
the Park in these three locations. 

Statement of Significance 

As mentioned, the remaining listings cover the Blue Mountains National Park (although most also 
include adjacent National Parks and Conservation Reserve). The listings refer to the following broad 
range of natural and cultural heritage values: 

•	 Natural values including outstanding examples of on-going evolution, and important habitats for 

conservation of biological diversity. The area supports a broad spectrum of vegetation types; and 

a wide variety of fauna, associated with the floristic and structural diversity of the region. 

•	 Aesthetic values. The area is considered to be the largest, most natural and most scenic 

wilderness in New South Wales. 

•	 Geological and landform values. The area consists of a complex and scenically impressive array 

of geological landscapes. It is an outstanding example of an upland of sedimentary rocks deeply 
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dissected by rivers over tens of millions of years. The area has played a major role in the 

development of understanding of weathering processes. 

•	 Cultural values. The area has important cultural associations both with indigenous cultures and in 

the history of western colonisation and development.  Aboriginal occupation of the region dates 

back to at least 14,000, and possibly as early as 22,000, years ago. Material evidence of this 

occupation includes an extensive body of rock-art, and some oral traditions also remain. With 

regard to non-Aboriginal history, the Blue Mountains played an important role in the expanding 

European settlement of the state. The area is also significant with regard to the development of 

an appreciation of Australia’s natural scenery and in conservation history. 

With regard to the NSW heritage significance criteria, the existing listings indicate that the item is of 
heritage significance at a state level, under Criteria A, C, F and G. 

Great Western Highway (not listed) 

History and Description 

The history and heritage of the Blue Mountains is closely associated with the Great Western Highway 
and the adjacent railway line. This heritage is represented in the alignment and fabric of the highway 
itself, the streetscape along the road corridor, potential historical archaeological remains of former 
features, and historical memorials and interpretive signage erected by the local communities. 

As with the Greater Blue Mountains Area, there are a number of previous heritage listings that relate 
to the heritage values of the Great Western Highway: 

Item Register ID 

Katoomba transport corridor, from Mort Street overbridge to Blue Mountains Heritage Study K65 Leura overbridge 

Transport corridor, between Parke Street and Sutcliffe 
Place, Katoomba LEP1991 K065 

Katoomba transport corridor LEP2005 K065 

Transport corridor, Great Western Highway, Katoomba DLEP2013 K065 

Track - Delmonte Ave - Fire Trail – Explorers track, Medlow 
Bath to Katoomba Blue Mountains Heritage Study MB26 

Transport corridor: Western rail line and Great Western 
Highway, Blackheath Blue Mountains Heritage Study BH63 

Transport corridor, from Leichhardt to Kanimbla Streets, 
Blackheath LEP1991 BH063 

Soldiers Pinch Broughton's Waterhole Blue Mountains Heritage Study MV9 

Soldiers Pinch LEP1991 MV009 

Soldiers Pinch DLEP2013 MV009 
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Statement of Significance 

The listings and previous studies refer to the following broad range of cultural heritage values: 

•	 The road was the first major road infrastructure of NSW. The present alignment follows 

approximately the line of the earliest European exploration and movement into the interior, and 

has continued to serve this purpose since 1815.  Elements survive from various phases of the 

construction of the highway. 

•	 The alignment of the highway may represent an earlier alignment used by the local Aboriginal 

people for travel through the Mountains 

•	 The road allowed settlement of the colony to expand to the west, providing access to land used for 

agriculture and later the gold-fields. 

•	 It has been of key importance in the siting of urban, commercial and industrial development in the 

Mountains. 

•	 There is a close association of the highway and rail corridors, which is in most places evident in 

the landscape. 

•	 There are a number of important vistas of natural and cultural landscapes, visible along and from 

the highway. 

•	 Within the study area, a significant vista is the Blackheath townscape.  This includes the earliest 

evidence of continuous settlement of the village, a notable avenue of street trees, and some of the 

municipal parks for which the village is noted. 

The history and heritage values of the highway are recognised in a number of interpretive items that 
have been placed and/or signposted along the road, including the Explorers Tree, the Medlow Bath 
bus-stop mural, signage at the Blackheath Stockade site, the Evans Obelisk outside the New Ivanhoe 
Hotel in Blackheath, the Macquarie Monument, and signage at Blackheath Cemetery. In many cases, 
these items have been placed by, or in partnership with, the local community, demonstrating the 
social significance of the highway. 

In addition, there is high potential for the presence of archaeological remains relating to earlier 
phases of construction of the road. The northern part of the study area, through Blackheath and north 
to Soldiers Pinch, is likely to follow the pre-1865 road alignment, and may retain archaeological 
remains from the period from c.1830 onwards. The majority of the study area, from Katoomba to the 
southern outskirts of Blackheath, is likely to follow the post-1865 alignment, and may retain remains 
from c.1865 onwards.  Remains may include road base and pavement, alignment markings, and 
drainage features, and have the potential to provide information on the construction and use of the 
road. 

With regard to the NSW heritage significance criteria, the existing listings indicate that the item as a 
whole is of heritage significance at a state level, under all seven Criteria.  However, the heritage 
significance of specific sections of the road may vary. 
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6.2 Section A: Katoomba to Medlow Bath 

Hillcrest House and Garden, 304 Great Western Highway, Katoomba (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 K063) 

History and Description 

This item is located to the north-west of the intersection of Narrow Neck and Bathurst Roads, to the 
west of the Great Western Highway underpass. The complex includes a Federation Queen Anne 
style house, servants’ quarters and a skillion shed set in a mature garden with original gates and 
fences.  On the boundary with the Great Western Highway is a picket fence with pedestrian lych-gate. 
The house was built in the early twentieth century, and was the home of the Marx family, who were 
prominent estate agents in Katoomba. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing includes the following statement of significance: 

Hillcrest is significant as the original home of very prominent estate agents in 
Katoomba. Hillcrest is a representative example of the Federation Queen Anne 
syle house in the Blue Mountains. It is unusual for the style to be executed in 
masonry in this region. 

The house has some unusual detailing, especially with its front door and sidelights. 

The site includes a substantial mature garden, original gates and fences, an 
unusually substantial servants quarters and a skillion shed which combine to give 
the site a rare integrity. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 

Explorers Tree and Environs, 386 Great Western Highway, Katoomba (LEP1991 / DLEP2013 
K031; RNE 2995) 

History and Description 

The tree is likely to have been identified in c1870 as a tree that was marked by the explorers 
Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth in 1813. It is now generally considered that the tree is unlikely to 
have been marked in 1813. 

The items consists of the remains of a Mountain Ash (Eucalyptus oreades), enclosed by an octagonal 
sandstone wall (constructed in the 1880s), with concrete filling the stump of the tree and also poured 
between the stump and the wall. There was a roof over the tree, but this has now been removed and 
placed on the ground nearby. There is a marble tablet dating to c1905: 

This wall and fence were erected by the Minister for Lands (the Hon J.S. Farnell) in 
the year 1884 to preserve this tree which was marked by the Explorers Gregory 
Blaxland, William Lawson and William Chares Wentworth who discovered a way 
over these Mountains in the month of May A.D. 1813. 

The listings for this item indicate that it is outside the road corridor, and therefore also outside the 
study area. However, the site inspection indicates that the Tree and surrounds are in close proximity 
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to, if not extending into, the study area.  In addition, the item appears to be in a fragile state, which 
would make it susceptible to indirect impact, for instance from vibration and ground movements. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

This tree was reputed to have been marked by the explorers Blaxland, Lawson and 
Wentworth during the First Crossing of the Blue Mountains in 1813. The available 
evidence indicates that there was a marked tree of some kind on Pulpit Hill during 
the last century. Marked by whom, when, why, and with what, is far less certain. 
Although the historical authenticity of the tree is uncertain, since at least the 1870s 
the tree has been viewed by visitors to the mountains since as a surviving relic 
from the 1813 expedition and as a memorial to the early explorers. 

The presumed association of this tree with the three explorers of 1813 meant that 
the preserved stump has been publicly accepted as a historic focal point to 
commemorate the Colonial enterprise of exploration. The recognition and role of 
the tree has changed during the past 30 years with considerable doubts about its 
authenticity. Nevertheless the transformation of the Marked Tree from a 
supposedly authentic relic to a broader symbol is also of significance precisely 
because of both its former place in a central explanatory historical narrative of 
national achievement and its now marginal status due to the rapid decline and 
replacement of the sustaining myths about national origins. The Marked Tree is 
typical of many sites or relics where dramatically changing national narratives 
leave previously venerated sites marooned and their messages marginalised. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 

Shepherd and His Flock Inn (site only), Blue Mountains National Park, Katoomba (LEP1991 / 
DLEP2013 K082) 

History and Description 

The documentary evidence demonstrates that the site of the former inn is located on the opposite 
side of the railway line to the study area. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

SHR Criteria a) [Historical significance] The site of the Shepherd and Flock Inn 
relates to an early complex erected to serve the needs of travellers along the Great 
Western Road in the 1830s. Occupation and use of the inn was relatively short-
lived since it operated from about 1833 to 1865. Inns are a significant class of item 
with historic and social significance as they were a characteristic feature of the 
Colonial period which exemplify the pattern of land settlement, transport and travel. 
The Shepherd and Flock Inn and its operations are described in several surviving 
travellers' accounts and it is likely that more information would be found by further 
research. 
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SHR Criteria e) [Research potential] The potential archaeological resource 
for this site has been diminished because the area appears to have been affected 
by railway construction, realignment and duplication. Thus the overall intactness of 
the archaeological resource here has probably been compromised through 
disturbance. Visible evidence indicates, however, that at least some archaeological 
deposits from which material has been disturbed are extant in the environs of the 
former building. On the other hand, it appears that at least part of the inn complex 
now lies beneath the nearby railway embankment. 

Depending on the integrity of the archaeological remains, the item may be of State heritage 
significance. 

6.3 Section B: Medlow Bath Township 

Avenue of Radiata Pines, Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 MB015) 

History and Description 

This item is a single row of trees, planted on the eastern side of the Great Western Highway, between 
the road and the rail line.  The original trees were planted on behalf of Mark Foy, as part of the 
establishment of the Hydro Majestic Hotel. They were mirrored in a second row of pines along the 
opposite side of the highway, within the Hotel grounds. 

The LEP 2005 listing, reproduced in the SHI, indicates that the avenue is ‘basically intact’.  However, 
the trees were subsequently identified as being dangerous, and 32, mainly pines, were removed in 
2011. A line of young pines has since been planted. The LEP mapping indicates that this item is 
within the rail rather than the road corridor, that is, outside the study area. However, the site 
inspection indicates that the new pines are in the road corridor. 

The results of the site inspection show that pines are a distinctive planting in and in the vicinity of the 
study area, on both public and private land. They can be compared to plantings of pines made in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth century on the NSW central coast, for instance, which was 
similarly being developed as a tourist destination. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

The avenue is an integral part of the significance of the Hydro Majestic, telling 
testimony to the public image of the resort projected by Mark Foy and continuing 
today. Viewed as part of the whole, aesthetically and historically, the avenue, like 
the hotel, has state significance. 

The replanting of the trees in c.2011 means that the item no longer contains original fabric, and the 
younger trees are not such a distinctive landmark. However, replanting can be considered part of the 
expected maintenance program for such an item. The item is considered to be of local significance. 

Hydro Majestic Hotel, 52-88 Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 MB002; NT R5322; RNE 15139) 

History and Description 
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This item is a significant landmark in the mountains. It is in fact the most obvious part of Medlow Bath 
to travellers on the Great Western Highway, as the main residential part of the village is on the 
opposite side of the railway line. The Hotel consists of a series of buildings along the western side of 
the road, and was opened as a hotel in c1904, based on three earlier buildings. 

The mature radiata pines within the grounds of the hotel formed the western side to the avenue, the 
eastern side of which has recently been replanted (see above). The road frontage also has a 
distinctive sandstone fence. A concrete path, that is relatively recent in date, runs along the eastern 
side of the fence, and there is adjacent carparking along the road shoulder. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

The grandest of the grand hotels in the mountains, the Hydro has state significance 
as a pioneering spa resort with advanced facilities for the health and pleasure of 
guests. The century and more of use as a hotel, capitalising on one of the finest 
situations in the mountains, is also of state significance. The Hydro Majestic Hotel 
is a unique overlay of hotel building styles including the pre-fabricated Casino and 
Federation free-style Reception buildings and the art deco Hargravia, Belgravia 
and main wings and the federation free classical south wing. The hotel also 
includes a number of freestanding buildings with a unity of styling and detailing 
such as the north bunkhouse, toilet block and rear of the Road Bar. 

The arrangement of buildings along the ridge parallel to the Great Western 
Highway with the distinctive street fencing and row of mature radiata pinus trees 
quickly became, and remains, a significant landmark on the road through the Blue 
Mountains. 

Some individual elements including the Casino and Reception buildings are fine 
examples of Federation free style architecture. 

The tennis courts have a rare quality with their rustic stone walling and location on 
the edge of the ridge. 

The unusual feature of a prefabricated imported casino which became a showpiece 
for some of the greatest singers of the Edwardian period, the art collection and the 
cuisine further enhance the social significance of the Hydro. 

Technical interest attaches to the remains of the flying fox into the Megalong and 
the symbiosis between the hotel and valley below has remained a significant 
element in the Hydro’s success. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 

Medlow Bath Railway Station, Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 MB003; RNE 101203; NT R5317; RailCorp S170; SHR 1190) 

History and Description 

The SHR boundary for this item includes the extent of the LEP listing, and part of the listing of the 
Radiata Pine Avenue (MB 015). 
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A halt stop called Browns Siding was established on the line in this location in 1881. The stop was 
renamed Medlow in 1883, and then Medlow Bath in 1903, as a result of the establishment of the 
nearby Hydro Majestic Hotel. The original platform was situated in the present station location. The 
current station was constructed as part of the duplication works in 1902, and consists of a Federation 
style station and island platform. An additional siding was built in 1926, and the platform was 
extended in 1942. The listing notes that there are no notable landscape features, and that the 
existing plantings are not considered significant. 

In the vicinity of Medlow Bath station, the railway line runs through a substantial cutting. This is likely 
to have been made in 1902, as part of the works to duplicate the line and move the highway crossing 
south. Some changes are also likely to have been made more recently in association with the 2003 
realignment and construction of the new overbridge. As a result, the station access is to the east, 
associated with the main residential part of the village. In this immediate locality, the association of 
the highway and railway line is not as evident as it is along the majority of the study area. 

Statement of Significance 

The listing of the item on the State Heritage Register (SHR) indicates that it is considered to be of 
state heritage significance. The SHR listing contains the following statement of significance: 

Medlow Bath Railway Station is significant as part of the early construction phase 
of railway line duplication on the upper Blue Mountains demonstrating the 
technological and engineering achievements in railway construction at the 
beginning of the 1900s. Constructed in anticipation of a boom period in the 
mountains particularly in connection with large holiday resorts such as the 
Hydro-Majestic Hotel, Medlow Bath station building is a good example of a 
Federation free classical railway station. The station building demonstrates typical 
architectural elements of the standard Federation style island platform buildings 
that were built between Penrith and Lithgow when the line was duplicated. 

Medlow Bath Bus Stop (not listed) 

History and Description 

This bus-stop is located in the road reserve between the highway and the railway line. It has been 
painted with murals relating to the historical and natural heritage values of Medlow Bath. 

Statement of Significance 

The item is not listed but is considered to have social significance and does have importance to the 
present community (RMS Nov 2014: 13).  It can be related, for instance, to the historical murals in 
Blackheath and various items in Neate Park and northern road reserve (see below) that provide 
amenities and information to visitors. The item is considered to be significant at a local level in 
accordance with Criterion C (aesthetic value) and Criterion D (social value). 

Melbourne House, Cosy Cot, Sheleagh Cottage, 2-10 Station Street, Medlow Bath (LEP1991 / 
LEP2005 / DLEP2013 MB019) 

History and Description 

This item consists of a shop and three houses, on the western side of Station Street. They are all 
thought to have been constructed in the first decade of the twentieth century, but are not otherwise 
associated historically. Sheleagh Cottage was built and occupied by the Foy family, owners of the 
Hydro Majestic, as a summer residence. 
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Although these items were adjacent to the original line of the highway, the association is no longer as 
clear due to the altered location of the rail crossing, and the realignment of the road to run along an 
embankment in this location. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing does not contain an assessment of the heritage significance of this item. However, 
the historical notes indicate that the item is of local significance, due to the date of construction early 
in the historical development of Medlow Bath, and to the association of Cosy Cot with Henry Hartley 
of Sargent’s bakeries and refreshment rooms; and of Sheleagh Cottage with Mark Foy. 

6.4 Section C: Medlow Bath to Blackheath 

The Pines, 16-18 Coachhouse Lane, Medlow Bath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 MB016) 

History and Description 

This item is a Victorian house, one of the earliest houses in Medlow Bath.  It was built by Miller, a 
local sawmiller. A building on the property was at one time used as a dance-hall in association with 
the Hydro Majestic, and the house was later occupied by Jack Still, the stonemason who cut the 
stone for the fencing along the roadside of the Hotel. 

This street may represent part of the original alignment of the Great Western Highway, pre-dating the 
construction of the railway line in the 1860s. As with the three houses above, the association with the 
highway is no longer clearly evident, as a result of the realignment of the road to run along an 
embankment in this location. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

The Pines, 16 Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath is one of the earliest houses 
in Medlow Bath. It is a good intact example of a verandahed Victorian carpenter 
vernacular cottage typical of the early houses in the Blue Mountains. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 

6.5 Section D: Blackheath Township 

Transport Corridor, Leichhardt to Kanimbla Streets, Blackheath (LEP1991 BH063) 

History and Description 

To the north of the intersection with Govetts Leap Road, it is possible that the highway follows the 
approximate line of the 1814 road. To the south of the intersection, the highway follows the alignment 
created in the 1830s. The listing also includes the railway, constructed in c1868 and duplicated in 
c1902. Both alignments have been subject to various phases of construction for maintenance and 
upgrade through to the present. 

Works within the corridor have included plantings along the road verge. These have been recognised 
as an important and distinctive part of the Blackheath streetscape. In addition, this area has been 
used by the local community as the location for items acknowledging the heritage of the highway and 
village and providing facilities for visitors to and travellers through the area. 
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The potential for archaeological remains of the highway itself is addressed in Section 6.1 above. In 
addition, the road alignment may contain historical archaeological remains in two places (Figure 83); 

•	 On the eastern side of the highway, to the north of the intersection with Govetts Leap Road.  

Widening of this part of the highway in the 1930s involved the demolition of a number of 

commercial premises 

•	 Within the curtilage of the former Blackheath Stockade, which is thought to have extended from 

approximately midway between Govetts Leap Road and Leichhart Street in the north to Abbott 

Street in the south. 

Construction of the road and railway will have involved substantial impact to any remains of these 
earlier features; any surviving remains are likely to be fragmentary at best. 

Statement of Significance 

The Great Western Highway as a whole is considered to be of state heritage significance (see 
Section 6.1). This section in particular is of local heritage significance, in relation to the history of 
Blackheath, its contribution to the distinctive aesthetic qualities of the village centre, its association 
with the local community, and its ability to demonstrate characteristics of the Blue Mountains villages 
more generally. There is also some potential for the presence of historical archaeological remains 
which could provide additional information regarding the history of the area. 

Figure 83: Approximate extent of areas of historical archaeological potential (shaded green) 
within the Transport Corridor. 
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The Manse, 174 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH129) 

History and Description 

The house was built in the 1880s. It was used as a manse for a period from 1901 to 1919 when the 
Presbyterian church was built. This was the first Presbyterian manse in the LGA. Following this 
period of use, the house was sold to two Russian sisters, a pianist and a linguist, who retained 
ownership through to the 1990s. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

The Manse is a good intact example of a late Victorian house in the Blue 
Mountains with an unusual arrangement of a bullnosed verandah crossing the bay 
window. It is also a significant example of the depth of Presbyterian sentiment in 
the mountains, since the name has persisted although it relates to a period of only 
eighteen years of the house’s 120-year existence. The long occupation for almost 
eighty years by two distinguished Russian sisters has also local significance. 

Railway Dam (site only), 171-191 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 BH053) 

History and Description 

A detailed listing for this item is not available through the SHI. The site of the dam is within Whitley 
Park, which reserve was known as South Park prior to 1903 (Bates n.d.). In 1906, an in-ground brick 
reservoir was built in the reserve by the NSW Railways. The water was pumped from the dam, then 
fed down to two water towers at Blackheath Railway Station.  The reservoir was filled in in 1979. 

The LEP mapping for this item covers the former location of the dam only, which was set back from 
the highway.  However, there are a number of mature plantings in the park, including a row of pines 
along the road. 

Statement of Significance 

The dam is associated with the construction and use of the railway through Blackheath, although not 
with the earliest period of construction. It is considered to be of local heritage significance due to its 
importance in the history of the village. 

St Mounts, 1A & 3 Abbott Street and 194-196 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / 
LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH052) 

History and Description 

This property is within the curtilage of the former Stockade, and includes the location of a c1881 
cottage and the 1885 police station. A guesthouse was built in this location in c.1890, but burnt down 
and was rebuilt in c.1896. It has been occupied as a guesthouse since that time, with the exception 
of a period from c.1948 to c.1982 during which it was a private residence and then used as officers 
and accommodation for railway electrification staff.  

The neighbouring property, also included in the listing was the location of the local police station and 
lock-up. The listing notes that the police station dates to 1885, while a local history guide states that 
the police station was located here from 1933 to 1939 (Bates n.d.). 
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Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

St Mounts on the Great Western Highway, Blackheath has been continuously 
associated with providing accommodation in the Blue Mountains since the 1890s. 

The site of St Mounts includes a good example of a late nineteenth century 
Victorian guesthouse as well as two late nineteenth-century cottages which have 
been incorporated into the site. The police-station is a significant survivor of law 
and order in the area. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 

Blackheath Stockade (site only) (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH034) and Blackheath 
Public School (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH033), 1A Leichhardt Street, Blackheath 

History and Description 

The public school property is listed as the site of the former Blackheath Stockade. The stockade 
occupied a much larger area, and most of the buildings were located within the present highway and 
railway corridors, between Prince George Street and Govett Street. The stockade was constructed in 
1840, to house the road gangs and their guards, and provide enclosures for the horses and bullocks. 
Captain Bull transferred to Blackheath in 1844. The stockade was closed in 1849. The 
commandant’s house was subsequently used as a station for the mounted police, with an associated 
lock-up, through to 1862. 

Any remains of the structures are likely to have been heavily impacted by the realignment of the 
highway and the construction of the railway. It is thought that the stone foundations of the 
commandant’s house were reused in the school building and adjoining residences, however, this has 
not been confirmed. A plaque was erected by the Blue Mountains Historical Society on the southern 
corner of the highway and Leichhardt Street: ‘The Public School is built upon the site of Capt. Bull’s 
Convict Stockade. It ceased to operate in 1841.’ A test excavation was undertaken on the school 
site in the early 1990s, but no remains of the Stockade were uncovered. 

The results of the site inspection show that construction of the highway through the former Stockade 
site involved substantial earthworks, including cutting through to bedrock in one location. This is likely 
to have entirely removed any archaeological remains of the Stockade from much of the road reserve. 
However, due to the slope of the ground, introduction of fill also appears to have occurred in places, 
and this may have resulted in retention of earlier archaeological remains in discrete areas. 

Two acres on the eastern edge of the former stockade site were set aside for a government school in 
the 1880s.  The first school building was a small weatherboard classroom built in 1885 and extended 
in 1887. This was replaced by a brick building was in 1896. The building was extended in the 1920s 
and 1930s, and additional buildings have since been added to the site. The 1896 building forms a 
landmark on the highway through Blackheath, and the school is of particular importance to the local 
community. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listings contain the following statements of significance for the two items: 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Blackheath Stockade	 Criterion (a) Historical 
Thomas Mitchell's road-making of the 1830s and the continuing 
maintenance and improvement of the 'great roads' in the 1840s left 
substantial and important heritage, not least in the Blue Mountains. 
Stockades were one essential element in creating better highways and 
Blackheath stockade was a significant element in the maintenance of the 
Great Western Road in the 1840s. Because its remains are so much less 
impressive than the archaeological site of the Victoria Stockade (in 
Lithgow City) or the structures surviving at Bull's Camp at Woodford (LD 
010), Blackheath stockade has not retained a strong heritage presence,
 
but is of local significance.
 
Criterion (d) Technical
 
The archaeological potential of Blackheath stockade is no longer
 
considerable, because of road, railway and school-building works, but the 

reported reuse of the stone foundations of the commandant's house in the 

public school on Leichhardt Street suggests that that part of the stockade 

site retains some archaeological potential at the local level.
 

Blackheath Public 
School 

Blackheath Public School, that is the 1896 building and its additions, 
reflect the various stages of growth and settlement of Blackheath during 
the twentieth century and has occupied a central place in the lives of 
Blackheath's populace since it was first opened. The building has been 
continually used for education since completed, and the processes of 
accretion, adaptation and modification that have continued into recent 
times reflect changes in teaching over a century. Several of the school's 
headmasters have been actively involved in the affairs of the community, 
most particularly Walter Laws (1895-1926). 
The 1896 section of the building is representative of late nineteenth 
century school architecture and has aesthetic significance because of the 
quality of its detailing and construction. The building is an important and 
imposing element on this section of the Great Western Highway. 

Former teacher’s residence, 207 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH161) 

History and Description 

This property is within the curtilage of the former Stockade. The house was built as the teacher’s 
residence, to the north of the public school, in 1889. It is the oldest remaining building associated 
with the school. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

The former teacher's residence has historical significance because of its strong 
links to Blackheath Public School, and is the oldest building associated with the 
school to remain. The building is representative of smaller scaled late Victorian era 
dwellings and has aesthetic significance on account of its intact scale and form and 
intact early detailing. The site of the former teacher's residence may have 
archaeological potential because it was once part of the Blackheath Stockade. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 
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Norwood, 209 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH056) 

History and Description 

This property is also within the curtilage of the former Stockade. The house was built by John George 
Neate as his family home in 1888. He and his son John James Neate opened a small shop nearby 
by 1890. The house had become a guesthouse by 1915, and remained in use as accommodation 
through to the 1970s, when it was partly remodelled as a restaurant. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

Norwood Heritage Lodge is historically significant because of its important early 
associations with the pioneering Neate family - it was built by John George Neate 
and occupied by him and his family for a number of years. Although it has been 
subjected to a series of modifications, it has retained its early form and much of its 
early external configuration as well as an amount of early fabric. The building is an 
important built item on this part of the Great Western Highway, and has been a 
prominent landmark on it for well over a century. 

The site of Norwood Heritage Lodge may have some archaeological potential due 
to the site having been part of the Blackheath Stockade. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 

IGA (Kerry's Service Station), 211 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH162) 

History and Description 

This property was the location of six cottages, built by Neate, then demolished in 1936 to make way 
for the service station (Bates n.d.).  This building is one of two service stations in Blackheath.  Its 
construction is associated with the growing importance of the motor car both to travellers through the 
mountains and to local residents. The architectural style is also mentioned in the listing, as a 
distinctive twentieth century building type. According to Bates (n.d.), this was the first service station 
outside the metropolitan area to have a drive-in concourse. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

The building is one of only two service stations in the village, and provides graphic 
evidence of the consolidation of motor transport within the village and as a tourist 
resource during the middle of the twentieth century. Its architecture, when 
compared to that of 215 Great Western Highway, demonstrates the evolution of a 
distinctive twentieth century building type. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Neate Park and Road Reserve to the North 

Neate Park was formerly called Railway Park; the name was changed in 1921 in honour of John 
George Neate (Bates n.d.). To the north of the park is a wide road reserve, between the highway and 
the railway line, that extends as far as the intersection with Govetts Leap Road.  A number of items 
(some listed) have been placed in this area to provide amenities for visitors, and an introduction to the 
history of the village. These are associated with plantings, particularly mature trees along the lines of 
the highway and railway line. An additional item, the Evans Obelisk, on the opposite side of the 
highway has been included in this grouping.  This group is considered to be of local heritage 
significance. 

Individual items within this grouping are the following: 

Item History and Description Significance 

Horse trough,
 
Great Western
 
Highway, Blackheath
 
(LEP2005 /
 
DLEP2013 BH134)
 

This is a concrete trough sitting on 
concrete feet, and is thought to have been 
erected in the 1920s. It was originally 
located on the opposite side of the 
highway, further to the north, adjacent to St 
Aidan’s Anglican Church. Four other horse 
troughs have been identified in the LGA, 
but these were constructed as a result of 
the bequest of Annis and George Bills, and 
are thought to be later in date. 

The Blackheath horse-trough has 
rarity value since, unlike the four 
others in the mountains, it was not 
erected through the philanthropic 
bequest of Annis and George Bills. 
It is significant as a simpler, local 
trough, made probably in the 
1920s before Bills troughs became 
ubiquitous. 

This piece was commissioned in 1974, and Govett’s Leap was created by sculptor Arthur Murch sculpture (Bates n.d.). A plaque at the base of the (not listed) sculpture tells the story of Govett’s Leap. 

This item is considered not to be of 
heritage significance in itself, 
although it is likely to be of 
importance to the local community. 
However, it does contribute to the 
ongoing development and 
importance of the group. 

This item is considered not to be of 
Bubbler The reserve includes a water bubbler made heritage significance in itself. 
(not listed) by the Furphy foundry in Victoria. However, it does contribute to the 

overall character of the group. 

Shelter,
 
Great Western
 
Highway, Blackheath
 
(LEP2005 /
 
DLEP2013 BH172)
 

The shelter is one of a number of 
structures on the western side of the 
highway, near the intersection with Govetts 
Leap Road, facing the highway.  The lintel 
is marked ‘1925’, giving the date of 
construction.  It is possible that the shelter 
has also functioned as an electrical sub-
station (Bates n.d.), which may explain its 
substantial character, and adds another 
element to the significance of the item. 

A shelter of this substantial 
character is rare within Blackheath 
and elsewhere in the Blue 
Mountains. The shelter provides 
evidence of the consolidation of 
Blackheath as a tourist destination 
and transport hub during the inter 
war period. It is one of a number of 
small structures and buildings on 
the western side of the Great 
Western Highway in the vicinity of 
its intersection with Govetts Leap 
Road. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Item History and Description Significance 

Shelter, No information has been found regarding This item is considered not to be of 
Great Western the history of this item.  The 1973 aerial heritage significance in itself. 
Highway, Blackheath photograph indicates that it was present by However, it does contribute to the 
(not listed) this time. overall character of the group. 

Rotary Directory, 
Great Western 
Highway / Govetts 
Leap Road, 
Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013) 

The Rotary Directory Board was 
constructed in 1966-67, with a clock added 
in 1970-71. It includes a map of the 
locality, notice board and commemorative 
plaque mounted on a sandstone wall 
protected by a small roof. It was built by 
the local Rotary Club, other projects of 
which have included the Baby Health 
Centre, the Lunch and Recreation Room at 
Blackheath Public School and tree planting 
and park improvements. Given the 
location close to the Shelter, the structure 
contributes to the nature of this small area 
as a location for amenities for visitors and 
travellers. 

The Tourist Directory Board and 
clock are evidence of the efforts of 
the Rotary Club of Blackheath to 
improve the quality of community 
life and to improve the tourist 
amenity of Blackheath. They 
demonstrate the importance of 
tourism to Blackheath during the 
second half of the twentieth 
century. The Tourist Directory 
Board has associations with the 
nearby 1925 shelter, both of which 
enliven the streetscape by their 
contrasting forms, and illustrate the 
changes that have taken place in 
tourism during the twentieth 
century. 

The obelisk is one of twelve placed along 
the highway to commemorate the work of Evans Obelisk surveyor George William Evans, who (not listed) marked the road across the mountains in 
1813-1814. 

This item is considered not to be of 
heritage significance in itself, 
although it is likely to be of 
importance to the local community. 
However, it does contribute to the 
ongoing development and 
importance of the group. 

Kia Ora, 213 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH163) 

History and Description 

This house may have been constructed in 1880, by Albert Wilson, who was a pumper for the railway. 
It may have been the site of the first Post and Telegraph Office, which opened in 1880, and which 
was managed by Wilson’s wife Clara. If so, it is amongst the oldest extant dwellings in Blackheath. 
The Wilsons may also have run a guesthouse. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

"Kia Ora" is reputedly amongst the oldest extant dwellings in the village of 
Blackheath, having been erected by grantee Albert Wilson, who was a railway 
employee, and so demonstrates the close links between the railway and early 
settlement in the village. The house appears to have been the site of the first Post 
and Telegraph Office, which opened in July 1880. "Kia Ora" has some aesthetic 
significance on account of its unusual form and because it has retained some early 
fabric and decorative joinery. It makes an important contribution to the disparate 
and diverse streetscape of the eastern side of the Great Western Highway 
between Leichhardt Street and Sutton Lane. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

The item is of local heritage significance. 

Blackheath Automotive, 215 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH164) 

History and Description 

The garage was built in c.1916 on a lot subdivided from the neighbouring property Kia Ora (BH163). 
It was originally developed by Harley and Byrne, who had a government contract to transport 
passengers to Jenolan Caves (Bates n.d.). In the 1920s it was managed by A.H. Coombes and 
known as Coombe’s Garage. In 1945 it was sold to Ross Monro Hatswell, who ran a tourist transport 
business. The premises have been in continuous use as a service station since establishment, and is 
probably the oldest garage in Blackheath. 

Although the structure presently standing on the property does have a pressed metal façade, it does 
not appear to date to c.1916. It is possible that the original building was demolished in 2005, and 
replaced by the present structure (Bates n.d.). 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

215 Great Western Highway is probably the oldest motor vehicle garage in the 
village of Blackheath, and has been in continuous use as a service station and 
workshop since World War I. The main workshop has aesthetic significance and 
rarity because of the abundant use of different types of pressed metal in its facade. 
The property also has some associations with the Hatswell family, which was 
active and well known in the area during many years of the twentieth century. 

The item is of local heritage significance. However, if the structure has in fact been recently replaced, 
the heritage significance of the item would require re-assessment. 

The Annex Antiques, 217-221 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH165) 

History and Description 

The house was built and occupied by the Hume family in c.1934. The Humes ran a garage and a 
timber yard and mill in Blackheath, and William Hume was a member of the local Rotary Club and 
Master of Lodge Blackheath in the 1940s. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

217-221 Great Western Highway has historical significance because of its 
associations with the locally prominent Hume family, who built and then occupied 
it. Despite recent modifications, the building is a representative example of an Inter 
War California Bungalow style dwelling with a relatively intact exterior. It is an 
integral part of the diverse and varied streetscape in this section of the Great 
Western Highway. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 
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Fire Station, 223-225 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH166) 

History and Description 

This property was resumed by the Board of Fire Commissioners of NSW in 1955. It had previously 
been the location of a vegetable garden (Bates n.d.). The existing building was opened in 1959. The 
building is considered to be architecturally the finest of the several fire stations that were built in the 
LGA following the Second World War. The threat of fire in the mountains is particularly acute, leading 
to volunteer fire-fighting and fundraising by the local communities, and is reflected in the social 
significance of this property 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

The Blackheath Fire Station is a good and representative example of purpose 
designed community architecture from the 1950s. It also represents the 
culmination of efforts to establish and maintain efficient and effective fire protection 
in Blackheath, an important consideration in the social and economic life of the 
town and its environs. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 

New Ivanhoe Hotel, 229-236 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 BH026) 

History and Description 

The Hotel is located on the south-east corner of the intersection of the highway and Govetts Leap 
Road.  This property was previously the site of a guest house called Victoria House, c1889.  The 
building was subsequently leased by, and later sold to, Henry Collier, who ran a substantial local 
store there from 1895 to 1939. The property was redeveloped with the construction of the New 
Ivanhoe Hotel in c1939.  In 1940 a small area at the corner of the highway and Govetts Leap Road 
was resumed for the highway. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

The New Ivanhoe Hotel is a very good, unusual and relatively intact example of an 
interwar period hotel, with a relatively rare architectural form. It is one of the best 
examples of inter war hotel architecture in the Blue Mountains, and forms an 
interesting contrast with the nearby Gardiners Inn, which is contemporary with it. 
The building plays a very important role in the townscape and relates visually to 
buildings at 235 to 239 Great Western Highway. This group of buildings forms a 
gateway to Blackheath. 

The hotel has been a focus of social interaction since completed, and has provided 
a recreational venue for local residents and tourists alike. The name of the hotel 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

maintains links with the earlier Ivanhoe Hotel that was located further to the east 
along Govetts Leap Road. 

The site of the hotel has historical significance because of its associations with 
prominent early residents of Blackheath and because it was the site of Collier's 
store for many years. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 

Blackheath Shops 

Along the northern side of Govetts Leap Road, at the intersection with the highway, and extending 
along the eastern side of the highway, are a row of shops, ending with Gardners Inn. Most of the 
premises have been heritage listed as individual items. As a group, they form a coherent and 
distinctive streetscape which is of heritage significance, as it relates to a particular period of the 
history of the village and also provides evidence of the historical development of the commercial 
centre. The group is of local heritage significance. 

Individual items within this grouping are the following: 

Item Description Significance 

Shop fronts, This building, or at least the façade is 
22 Govetts Leap Road, thought to date to c1950, when the 
Blackheath property was bought by Angelo and 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 Mavis De Losa, fruiterers and 
BH151) greengrocers. 

The shopfront of 22 Govetts Leap 
Road is a very good and intact 
example of an early post war 
shopfront, which are becoming 
increasingly rare throughout the 
state, and one of a number of 
intact early to mid twentieth 
century shopfronts located on 
Govetts Leap Road and the Great 
Western Highway. It is an 
important element in the 
pedestrian streetscape and 
provides colour and textural 
variety to the immediate 
pedestrian environment. 

Ashcroft's / Irene's Deli 
on Govett, 
18-20 Govetts Leap 
Road, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH150) 

This two-storey building consists of two 
shops, and was built in the early 
twentieth century, possibly in the 1920s.  
The shops have been used for a variety 
of commercial premises through to the 
present, with associated modifications to 
the structure. 

18-20 Govetts Leap Road is 
historically significant because of 
its associations with several 
historically prominent people, 
including William McCall and 
Charley Wadson, and provides 
evidence of the consolidation of 
Blackheath during the 1920s. 
The facade of the building, 
particularly at first floor level, is a 
bold, well executed and 
representative example of the 
Inter War Free Classical style, 
which has retained a large 
amount of original fabric. It is an 
important architectural element in 
this part of Blackheath, and 
amongst the finest buildings in 
the village centre. 
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Item Description Significance 

Neates Building,
 
2-16 Govetts Leap Road, 

Blackheath
 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013
 
BH149)
 

The building was constructed by the 
Neate family, probably in c.1898, and is 
thought to be probably one of the 
earliest buildings erected after the 
subdivision of Gardner’s estate. It has 
been used as shops through to the 
present, and has been subject to 
numerous alterations over that period. A 
portion of the property was resumed for 
highway purposes in 1913. 

2-16 Govetts Leap Road has 
strong associations with the 
historically significant Neate 
family, who were prominent in the 
commercial and social life of 
Blackheath. Although it has been 
altered, the building is likely to be 
one of the earliest buildings to 
have been erected after the 
subdivision of Andrew Gardner's 
estate. It is an important element 
in Govetts Leap Road by virtue of 
its size and the consistent 
architectural expression of its 
parapet, which relates the 
building visually to other nearby 
buildings in Govetts Leap Road. 
The shopfront of No. 6 Govetts 
Leap Road has retained a great 
deal of its early post World war II 
fabric and is very representative 
of this era. It is one of several 
intact and partially intact 
shopfront from the Post World 
War II era and earlier shopfronts 
along Govetts Leap Road 

Yarralumla Flats, 
233-237 Great Western 
Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH167) 

A commercial building was erected on 
this property by the Neate family, 
possibly in the early twentieth century. 
However, part of the site was resumed 
by Council in 1938 for widening of the 
highway. This required redevelopment 
of the site, and the current structure was 
built in c.1939 by Ivy Coogan, who was 
at that time the licensee of Gardners Inn. 
The building is a three-storey brick 
structure with four shop fronts at ground 
level protected by a cantilevered awning. 
The date of construction also relates to 
Council works to upgrade the highway. 

Yarrralumla Flats is significant for 
several reasons. It is a good and 
quite intact example of the Inter 
war Functionalist style, which is 
relatively uncommon in 
Blackheath. It is a major visual 
landmark in the town centre with 
strong aesthetic links to nearby 
buildings including 238-239 Great 
Western Highway and 240-242 
Great Western Highway and, with 
the New Ivanhoe Hotel, forms a 
"gateway" to the town centre. 
The site has important links to the 
historically significant Neate 
family, which played an important 
role in the commercial and social 
life of Blackheath in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. 

Dash's Pharmacy, 
238-239 Great Western 
Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH168) 

The original building on this property was 
built by the Neate family, probably at 
around the start of the twentieth century. 
Part of the site was resumed by Council 
in 1938 for widening of the highway and 
the original building was demolished.  
The new structure, designed by the 
prominent architectural firm of S.H. 
Buchanan and Cowper, was built in 1939 

238-239 Great Western Highway 
is significant because of its 
architectural character, which 
forms an important contribution to 
the streetscape in the village 
centre. It is part of a group of inter 
war buildings which define the 
character of the intersection of 
the Great Western Highway and 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Item Description Significance 

by Richard Dash. Dash appears to have 	Govetts Leap Road. The building 
established a shop downstairs and lived 	 itself was designed by the 
in a flat upstairs.	 prominent architectural firm of S 

H Buchanan and Cowper, while 
its site has associations with the 
historically significant Neate 
family. 

Wattle Café / Blackheath
 
Florist,
 
240 Great Western 

Highway, Blackheath
 
(LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 

DLEP2013 BH099)
 

In the late nineteenth or early twentieth 
century, two shops were built on this 
property by the Neate family. In 1938 
part of the property was resumed for the 
widening of the highway, and the 
following year the original building was 
demolished. The present building was 
constructed in c.1940, possibly to a 
design by Katoomba architect H.L. 
Blackwood. Modifications to the 
shopfronts have since been undertaken, 
possibly in the 1970s-1980s. 
The site is associated with the locally 
important Neate family, and the building 
may be associated with the architect 
Blackwood. The date of construction is 
related to the widening of the highway, 
reflecting the growing importance of 
motor transport. 

240-242 Great Western Highway 
is significant because of its 
architectural character, which 
forms an important contribution to 
the streetscape in the village 
centre. It is part of a group of inter 
war buildings which define the 
character of the intersection of 
the Great Western Highway and 
Govetts Leap Road. The building 
itself probably has associations 
with the Katoomba architect H L 
Blackwood, while its site has 
associations with the historically 
significant Neate family. 

Former butcher's shop, 
245 Great Western 
Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH169) 

A two-storey brick building, which was 
one of the first to be constructed in this 
part of Blackheath after the subdivision 
and sale of the Hydora Estate. It has 
since been modified,. 

245 Great Western Highway was 
amongst the earliest to be 
erected in this section of 
Blackheath after the subdivision 
and sale of the Hydora Estate. 
Despite unsympathetic 
modifications, it forms an 
important part of the streetscape 
on the Great Western Highway 
between Govetts Leap Road and 
Gardiner Crescent. 

Café Banksia / De Losa's 
/ Piedmont Inn / 
Blackheath Charcoal 
Chicken, 
246, 247, 248, 249, 251 
Great Western Highway, 
Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH170) 

A late Victorian structure containing four 
shops, and is one of the oldest surviving 
commercial buildings in Blackheath, as it 
was one of the first to be erected 
following the subdivision of the Hydora 
Estate. The building originally had a 
verandah over the footpath, but this has 
since been replaced by a suspended 
awning. It may have been built by the 
Bloodworth family, possibly prior to 
1902. Modifications to the building 
include an extant 1920s shopfront to No. 
247. 

246-249 Great Western Highway 
is amongst the oldest surviving 
commercial buildings in 
Blackheath, probably erected by 
members of the Bloodworth 
family and amongst the first 
buildings to have been erected 
after the subdivision of the 
Hydora Estate. The building is 
also a very important item in the 
townscape in this part of 
Blackheath. The first floor section 
of its western facade is an intact 
and quite fine example of late 
Victorian commercial architecture 
while the shopfront of No. 247 is 
amongst a small number of intact 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Item Description Significance 

Gardners Inn, 
255 Great Western 
Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 BH027) 

This site has been almost continuously 
used as hotel premises since 1831 to the 
present. It is associated with a number 
of people of local importance, including 
Andrew Gardiner, and the Bloodworth, 
Goodare and Cripps families. The first 
hotel on the site, the Scotch Thistle, was 
opened by Gardiner in 1831. Although 
the site was redeveloped over the years, 
the original structure is thought to have 
remained standing through to 1938, 
when the present hotel building was 
constructed. Sandstone from the 
original building is thought to have been 
incorporated into the present hotel, a 
wall to the north, a wall near the Baby 
Health Centre, and the Macquarie 
Monument. 

early and mid twentieth century 
shopfronts in the village and is 
very representative of shopfronts 
that were installed across the 
state during the 1920s. 

Gardner's Inn is a good example 
of the Inter War Mediterranean 
style, which is relatively 
uncommon in the architecture of 
Inter War hotels. The building is 
quite intact and contains rare 
fabric, especially the synthetic 
granite lining on the ground floor 
of the western facade. It is a very 
important element in the 
streetscape in the vicinity of the 
intersection of Govetts Leap 
Road and the Great Western 
Highway, and one of a series of 
relatively major buildings from the 
second half of the 1930s in this 
locality. 

The various buildings associated 
with 255 Great Western Highway 
have been almost continuously 
used as hotel premises from 
1831 until the present.  It is also 
the oldest continuously occupied 
site in Blackheath, and has strong 
associations with a number of 
historically significant persons, 
including Andrew Gardiner, and 
the Bloodworth, Goodare and 
Cripps families. It has been an 
important focus of social activity 
in Blackheath from 1831 to the 
present day. 

Blackheath Railway Station Group (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH029; RNE 101177; NT 
R999; RailCorp s170; SHR 1088) and Shops adjacent to the station (RailCorp s170; LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 BH173) 

History and Description 

The first public platform at Blackheath was opened in 1869, and the facilities were gradually 
expanded; refreshment rooms in 1873-4, post office facilities in the 1880s, the first pedestrian 
overbridge in 1897, and the present station building in 1898. The platform and buildings were 
remodelled in 1902, with the duplication of the railway line. The building was partially reconstructed 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

after a fire in 1985. The station group is considered to be a significant element of the Blue Mountains 
railway landscape, and also the local Blackheath precinct. 

These two shops adjacent to the station are located to the west of the highway, and their awnings 
extend out over the footpath. The date of construction is not known, but it is thought that the two 
shops were built to cater to the needs of train travellers.  In the early twentieth century, the southern 
shop was the real estate office of Tomas Rodriguez, who was also the Station Master between 1890 
and 1899. The use of this shop is therefore related to the subdivision of the large Blackheath estate 
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and the development of the area for 
holidaymakers. 

Although there are separate listings for the Shops, they are also included in the SHR curtilage for the 
Blackheath Railway Station Group. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHR listing for the Station Group contains the following statement of significance: 

Blackheath Railway Station is of state significance as part of the early construction 
phase of railway line duplication on the upper Blue Mountains, demonstrating the 
technological and engineering achievements in railway construction at the end of 
the 19th century. The building is significant for its contribution to the scenic 
qualities of the Blue Mountains railway landscape, forming part of a cohesive group 
of intact stations along the line. The platform building at Blackheath station is an 
excellent representative example of a standard Federation era railway building and 
is one of only two timber railway buildings along the Blue Mountains line. Partial 
reconstruction of the building following a fire in 1985, together with the restoration 
of Mortuary station, marked the beginning of heritage management in the NSW 
railways. The place is also significant for its local setting within well landscaped 
gardens and adjacent to the historic town centre. 

The Blackheath Railway Station Shops have historical significance as an important 
and distinctive component of the precinct around Blackheath Railway Station. The 
buildings have some aesthetic significance as small Federation-era buildings with 
similarities in scale, detail, and form and are important elements in the local 
townscape. The buildings are also of significance for their associations with the 
prominent and influential identity Tomas Rodriguez, former Station Master at 
Blackheath Railway Station. 

The Gardens 

The Gardens precinct forms the northern boundary of the village centre, mirrors the facilities and 
amenities provided on the southern boundary in Neate Park, and includes a number of individually 
listed items. The group is of local heritage significance. 

Individual items within this grouping are the following: 

Item Description Significance 

Community Centre, At a public meeting in 1904, a The Blackheath Community Centre 
265 Great Western decision was made to establish a has been an important community 
Highway, Blackheath School of Arts in Blackheath. The facility, as a focus of learning and 
(LEP1991 / DLEP2013 institution started with a reading room place of recreation and gathering in 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Item Description Significance 

BH171)	 opened the same year in the parish 
hall at St Aidan’s. A purpose-built 
structure, designed by committee 
member J. Hope, was constructed on 
the present site in 1906.  The building 
was extended in 1912, but it appears 
that the popularity of the 
establishment then dwindled. The 
School of Arts ceased operation 
altogether in c.1954, and the property 
was transferred to the Council. A 
public hall was added to the building 
in 1956, to create the Blackheath 
Community Centre. 

Blackheath for nearly a century. It 
provides evidence of Blackheath's 
place in the state-wide movement to 
establish Schools of Arts in towns 
and cities across the state from the 
middle of the nineteenth century 
onwards, and the social make-up of 
the village at the beginning of the 
twentieth century. 

The Gardens,
 
Great Western Highway,
 
Blackheath
 
(DLEP 2013 BH206; NT
 
R997; RNE 102235)
 

The Gardens are located on a 
reserve for public recreation that was 
gazetted in 1885. The date of 
establishment of the Gardens is not 
known, but it is considered likely that 
works were undertaken in c.1906 in 
conjunction with the construction of 
the School of Arts building (BH171).  
The reserve was previously known as 
North Park, but was renamed in 1921 
(Bates n.d.). Plantings include trees 
on the road verges surrounding the 
Gardens. 

The Garden is of historic significance 
on a local level as an example of the 
importance of parklands and places 
for public recreation dating to 1885. 
The Memorial Arch is an effective 
and powerful reminder of World War 
1 and the impact this event had upon 
the local community. 
It is of aesthetic significance as it 
situated in close proximity to the 
village centre and important 
community facilities such as the 
School of Arts and Library. The 
Gardens with the four distinct paths 
meeting at the centre and deciduous 
tree plantings demonstrate a high 
degree of design and formality. The 
imposing Memorial Arch fronting The 
Gardens is a strong local landmark. 

Californian redwood The redwood tree was transplanted 
(Sequoia sempervirens) to the Gardens in 1957-8 to be used 
Blackheath Gardens, cnr as the Blackheath Christmas Tree. 
267-269 Great Western 
Highway and Hat Hill 
Road, Blackheath 
(DCP No.9) 

The Gardens War 
Memorial, 
267-269 Great Western 
Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH123) 

The Blackheath War Memorial forms 
the entrance to the Gardens, on the 
eastern side of the highway and 
immediately to the east of the 
Macquarie Monument (BH030). It 
was designed by architect and soldier 
Sir Charles Rosenthal, and was built 
with funds raised by the local 
community. The foundation stone 
was laid by Prime Minister William 
Hughes in 1928, and the memorial 
was unveiled in 1929. It is a 
prominent landmark on the highway. 
The curtilage of the item is extended 

The Blackheath War Memorial is a 
finely proportioned example of an 
Inter War Stripped Classical 
monument that was designed by the 
significant architect and soldier Sir 
Charles Rosenthal which has been 
well adapted to provide memorials to 
later wars. It was inaugurated by a 
former Prime Minister with close ties 
to World War One and is significant 
testimony to the impact of the war. It 
recalls those from the village who 
died in wars throughout the twentieth 
century and has provided a focus of 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Item Description Significance 

into the road reserve by paving and 
planters, and an association with the 
Macquarie Monument which stands 
directly in front. 

community feeling since its unveiling 
in 1929. It is an important 
contributory item within the 
townscape. 

It provides formal entry to the 
Gardens and is a prominent element 
of the Great Western Highway 
Streetscape. The War memorial, 
erected 10 years after the end of 
WWI, is testimony to the high social 
feeling still engendered by the conflict 

Macquarie Monument,
 
Great Western Highway,
 
Blackheath
 
(LEP1991 / LEP2005 /
 
DLEP2013 BH030)
 

The monument is a sandstone 
obelisk standing in the road reserve 
on the eastern side of the highway, 
erected in 1939, by the Royal 
Australian Historical Society and 
Blackheath Municipal Council (Bates 
n.d.). It commemorates the naming 
of the locality, twice, by Governor 
Lachlan Macquarie on his first return 
trip across the mountains in 1815.  It 
incorporates materials from the 1831 
Gardner’s Inn building. 

The Macquarie monument has 
historic significance at the local level 
as a reminder of one of the earliest 
events in the European history of 
Blackheath. 

St Aidan's Anglican Church, 2-8 Hat Hill Road, Blackheath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH031) 

History and Description 

The church was built in 1884 and extended in 1902. It is considered to be a fine intact example of a 
Victorian carpenter gothic style church. It incorporates, in the reredos, a memorial to John George 
Neale, a prominent Blackheath resident. The property also includes a hall, built in 1959 and extended 
in the 1970s; a rectory, built in the 1970s; and a shed of unknown date. The landscaping surrounding 
the complex is thought to date to 1959-60. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

St Aidan’s has high local significance, reflecting the growth of an Anglican 
community shortly after Blackheath developed as a village. The way in which the 
church was built in three parallel stages not only gives it a highly individual and 
attractive appearance, but also shows the continuous growth and enthusiasm of 
the local Anglican community and rectors over the period 1884 to 1902. The 
historic Richardson organ, in uncommonly untouched condition, is of state 
significance as one of the finest small organs created by one of the most gifted of 
Sydney’s organ-builders. 

St Aidan's Anglican Church, Blackheath is a fine intact example of a Victorian 
carpenter gothic style church built in 1884 and extended in the same style at the 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

turn of the century to provide for the growing population of the town. St Aidan's 
Church contains a number of high quality fitments including pipe organ, pulpit and 
reredos. The reredos is a memorial to one of Blackheath's prominent citizens, John 
George Neate. 

Rowan Brae, 284 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP 2005 / DLEP2013 BH130) 

History and Description 

The house was built as the summer home of philanthropist, industrialist and grazier Ebenezer Vickery 
from 1890 to 1906.  The building was used as a private school from the late 1930s to 1948. In the 
1980s it was converted into three flats, but has since been remodelled for use as a guesthouse. The 
house is set within a substantial mature garden. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

Rowan Brae has local significance as the summer home of the philanthropist, 
industrialist and grazier, Ebenezer Vickery, from 1890 until his death in 1906. It has 
also local significance as a private school from the late 1930s until 1948. It is a 
good representative example of a substantial Federation Arts and Crafts house 
with high quality detailing. 

Nalawa Residence, 289 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP 2013 BH133; NT 
R6155; RNE 101443) 

History and Description 

The house is located on the corner of the highway and Sturt Street, and faces Sturt Street. It was 
built in c.1915 as Sarah and William Tilley’s retirement home. William Tilley was a founding member 
of the Blackheath Horticultural Society. The garden retains many of the original plantings, which are 
thought likely to reflect the Tilleys’ horticultural interests.  The highway boundary is defined by a low 
brick wall. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing contains the following statement of significance: 

Nalawa, on the corner of Sturt Street and the Great Western Highway is a 
remarkably intact example of a Federation arts and crafts style house in the Blue 
Mountains with surviving service buildings. The house retains many of its original 
fitments and details such as leadlight glazing, terrazzo paving, laundry facilities, fly 
screens, service lavatory and urinal. The garden plantings reflect the horticultural 
interests of the original builder. 

The property is also considered to be important as part of a group of late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century residences, which illustrate the growth of the Blackheath community.  The RNE 
listing identifies this group as 282-291 Great Western Highway, on the eastern side of the road. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 
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House, 300 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 BH093) 

History and Description / Statement of Significance 

Details of the history and significance of this item have not been found, and the documentary 
research and site inspection undertaken for the present study have not provided any relevant 
information. 

The Campbell Rhododendron Gardens, 1-59 Ridgewell Road, Blackheath (LEP1991 / DLEP2013 
BH001) 

History and Description 

This item is an 18 hectare reserve planted predominantly with rhododendrons, but also some other 
exotic plantings, in an area of native bush. The Gardens were established by the Blue Mountains 
Rhododendron Society, which itself was established in 1969 (‘History’). The first plantings were made 
in 1972 (Bates n.d.). The location of the Gardens was formerly Crown Land, and a condition of the 
gazettal of the land for the use of the Gardens was that the majority of the area be retained in its 
natural state (‘History’). The naming of the Gardens recognises the contribution of Norm and Olive 
Campbell (‘History’). 

A corner of the Gardens is adjacent to the study area. This particular area is part of the bushland 
component, and is not readily identifiable from the road as being within the Gardens. However, this 
bushland setting is a distinctive and characteristic element of their setting. 

Statement of Significance 

Given the recent date of the establishment of the Gardens, they should perhaps be assessed as 
being of contemporary significance to the local community, rather than having heritage value. 
However, the village of Blackheath is characterised by a number of notable parks and gardens, and 
the Rhododendron Gardens can be seen as a continuation of that tradition.  In that respect the item is 
of local significance. 

Blackheath General Cemetery (LEP2005 / DLEP 2013 BH120) and Headstones from Old 
Blackheath Military Cemetery (LEP1991 BH028; NT R1002) 

History and Description 

The cemetery is located to the north of Blackheath, on the northern side of the highway. It is set back 
a little from the highway, with an intervening screen of trees including cypress and liquid amber. On 
the other three sides, the cemetery is framed by bush.  The land was dedicated for cemetery 
purposes in 1887 and the earliest gravemarker is dated to 1892. The cemetery is still in use, and is of 
significance to the local community. 

A row of pines stands along the western boundary of the cemetery, and an additional group of mature 
trees including eucalypts and pines is located in the road reserve between the highway and the 
access track. There is an interpretive sign just outside the cemetery, which outlines some of the 
history of the highway and local area. 

Within the cemetery are a group of headstones which are said to have been moved from the Old 
Blackheath Military Cemetery. This former cemetery was associated with the use of the Blackheath 
Stockade, but was located to the north of the Stockade, approximately in the present location of 
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Waragil Street, to the west of the railway station. There is an interpretive plaque in the cemetery, 
giving the historical background to these headstones. 

Statement of Significance 

The SHI listing for the cemetery contains the following statement of significance: 

The cemetery reserve is a significant feature of most substantial villages. 
Blackheath is a representative example. All cemeteries, particularly those still in 
operation, have considerable social significance for the community and Blackheath 
is no exception. 

In addition, the headstones moved from the earlier cemetery have significance in relation to the 
earlier history of the village, and the gradual expansion of the village centre which required their re-
location. 

The item is of local heritage significance. 

6.6 Section E: Blackheath to Mount Victoria 

No individual heritage items were identified within or adjacent to this section of the study area, beyond 
those associated with the Greater Blue Mountains Area and the Great Western Highway (see Section 
6.1). 
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Figure 84: Section A: identified heritage items. 
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Figure 85: Sections B and C: identified heritage items. 
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Figure 86: Section D south: identified heritage items. 
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Figure 87: Section D central: identified heritage items. 
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Figure 88: Section E: identified heritage items. 

Page 114
 



           

    
 

    

  

              
            

    

      

    

    
    

      
         

           
 

       
  

 
 

      
        

 

 
   
      
 

      
          
     

   
        
       

  
         
 

          
  

  
         

       
 

         
        

      
         

 

Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

7.0 HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

7.1 Proposed Development 

RMS proposes to undertake works along that section of the Great Western Highway between 
Katoomba and Mount Victoria in order to improve safety along the highway. The works are 
summarised in Table 5. 

Table 5: Summary of the proposed works. 

Section Proposed works 

Katoomba (Albion Street) to A Medlow Bath (Foy Avenue) 

Upgrade of directional signage and delineation.
 
Relocation of overtaking lane merges to safer locations. (at
 
Bathurst Road and to the south of the intersection with Foy
 
Avenue)
 
Piping of the open drainage channel near the Explorers
 
Tree memorial.
 
Installation of suitable safety barriers next to roadside
 
hazards.
 
Two metre wide sealed road shoulders.
 
Painted central median up to 1.2 metres wide.
 
Installation of profile line marking (rural sections only).
 

Medlow Bath township (Foy 
B Avenue to 150m west of Cox 

Avenue) 

Two metre wide sealed road shoulders.
 
Painted central median up to 1.2 metres wide and painted
 
edgeline to improve delineation of traffic lanes and the
 
near by parking.
 
Relocation of the 70km/h after the Bellevue Crescent
 
intersection (extending the 60km/h speed limit across the 

entry/exit to Bellevue Crescent).
 
Provision of a protected right turn bay at Bellevue
 
Crescent.
 
Piping of the open drainage channel next to the United
 
petrol station.
 
Improve access arrangements at the United petrol station.
 
Relocation of the bus stop and pedestrian refuge at the 

rail station further east (with kerb blisters for the
 
pedestrian refuge).
 
Relocation of overtaking lane merge to a safer location.
 
Redirective kerb along the central median to improve
 
vehicle direction over the rail bridge.
 
Wire rope safety barrier (eastbound approach) to the rail
 
bridge.
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Section Proposed works 

Medlow Bath (150m west of Cox 
Avenue) to Blackheath (Evans 
Lookout Road) 

Relocation of overtaking lane merges to a safer location.
 
Two metre wide sealed road shoulders.
 
Painted central median up to 1.5 metres wide.
 
Upgrade of directional signage and delineation.
 
Installation of profile line marking (rural sections only).
 
Realignment of sections of carriageway to straighten
 
some curves.
 
Installation of safety barrier near by to roadside hazards.
 
Utility pole relocations.
 

Blackheath township (Evans 
D	 Lookout Road to 230m north of 

Radiance Avenue) 

Installation of safety barriers (or redirective kerb) at 

suitable locations to provide protection against roadside
 
hazards.
 
Relocation of the overtaking lane start and end merges to
 
a safer location and double barrier lines to prevent
 
overtaking where there are no overtaking lanes.
 
A range of intersection improvements and changes to
 
access (see specific details below).
 
Two metre wide sealed road shoulder (where suitable and
 
possible).
 
Painted central median one metre - 1.2 metres wide (on 

approaches to the township).
 
Provision of a protected right turn bay for access to the
 
cemetery.
 
Provision of left in/left out only access at the Radiance 

Avenue side road access.
 

Blackheath (230m north of 
Radiance Avenue) to Mount E Victoria (entrance to Browntown 
Oval) 

Two metre wide sealed road shoulder (where suitable and
 
possible).
 
Painted central median one metre - 1.2 metres wide
 
Painted traffic island at exit /entry and improved lane line
 
marking at Mount Boyce HVCS.
 
Signage for Mount Boyce HVCS access left lane from the
 
eastbound approach.
 
Upgrade to safety barrier delineation through Soldiers
 
Pinch.
 
Extension of painted chevrons on shoulder area before
 
entry to Browntown Oval.
 

7.2 Potential Heritage Impact 

The assessment of impact has been undertaken in accordance with the Heritage Division guidelines 
(Heritage Office & DUAP 2002), and the level of impact is assessed as outlined in Table 6.  Details of 
areas where heritage impact is likely are shown in Figure 89 to Figure 94. 

With regard to the majority of heritage items identified within and in the vicinity of the study area, the 
assessed level of impact is nil. These are listed in Table 7. 
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Table 6: Assessed scale of heritage impact. 

Level of impact Description 

The proposed works would directly impact defining elements inherent to the item’s 
heritage significance such as built fabric, archaeological remains, defining 
landscape characteristics and/or associated aesthetic elements. This would 
permanently impact the integrity/intactness of the item and the heritage 
significance of the item would be lost. 

Major 

The proposed works would impact defining elements inherent to the item’s 
heritage significance such as built fabric, archaeological remains, defining 
landscape characteristics and/or associated aesthetic elements. Although the 
integrity/intactness of the item would be impacted, some defining elements of the 
item would be retained. Therefore, there is potential for the heritage significance of 
the item to be retained.  

Moderate 

The proposed works would impact defining elements inherent to the item’s 
heritage significance such as built fabric, archaeological remains, defining Minor landscape characteristics and/or associated aesthetic elements. However, these 
impacts are not considered to detract from the heritage significance of the item. 

The proposed works would not impact defining elements inherent to the item’s 
heritage significance such as built fabric, archaeological remains, defining Nil landscape characteristics and associated aesthetic elements. The works are not 
considered to detract from the heritage significance of the item. 

7.2.1 General 

Great Western Highway 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The proposed works will involve alterations to the Great Western Highway, which has been identified 
as being of heritage significance. The works can be considered to contribute to the significance of the 
road, as they will continue a process of alterations to allow continued use of the route that has been 
ongoing since 1815. However, they should also be considered a heritage impact, as they will result in 
the removal of earlier fabric, including archaeological remains, and alterations to sections of the 
earlier alignment. 

As the proposed works consists of upgrades to the Highway itself, it is not possible to entirely avoid 
impact. The potential heritage impact is considered to be moderate. 

Mitigation Measures 

The Great Western Highway as a whole is not listed on any statutory heritage register. The stretch 
running through Blackheath is a listed item, and impact to this part is addressed in Section 7.2.5.  Any 
archaeological remains relating to the highway would be considered ‘works’ rather than ‘relics’ and 
would therefore not be protected by the relics provisions (Section ) of the Heritage Act 1977. 

The following recommendations are made to mitigate the assessed impact: 

•	 The design of the works should ensure the retention of existing viewlines along the highway, from 

the highway into the adjacent Blue Mountains National Park, and from the highway into the 

neighbouring village centres. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

•	 Direct and indirect impact to existing trees should be avoided wherever possible. 

•	 An archival record should be made of the present condition of the Great Western Highway within 

the study area.  This should include a history of this section of the highway, a current survey plan, 

and photographic recording 

•	 A work method statement should be prepared to guide the archaeological investigation and 

recording of any archaeological remains of earlier phases of the Great Western Highway that are 

uncovered in the course of the proposed works. 

•	 If a heritage item or potential heritage item is uncovered in the course of the proposed works 

Roads and Maritime Standard Management Procedure – Unexpected heritage items (2015) would 

be followed. 

Blue Mountains National Park / Greater Blue Mountains Area 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

Where the study area is adjacent to the Blue Mountains National Park / Greater Blue Mountains Area, 
the works will be confined to the existing road corridor, will allow continuing use of the existing road, 
and will not extend into the adjacent National Park area. It is considered that the proposed works are 
unlikely to impact the heritage values of the Blue Mountains National Park / Greater Blue Mountains 
Area. 

Mitigation Measures 

Because of the high level of significance of the Blue Mountains National Park / Greater Blue 
Mountains Area, it is recommended that a number of measures be adopted to protect against 
inadvertent or indirect impact: 

•	 The design of the works should ensure that no direct or indirect impact to the Blue Mountains 

National Park results from the construction, use or maintenance of the works. 

•	 The design of the works should ensure the retention of existing viewlines along the highway, from 

the highway into the adjacent Blue Mountains National Park, and from the highway into the 

neighbouring village centres. 

•	 Direct and indirect impact to existing trees should be avoided wherever possible. 

•	 During works adjacent to the Blue Mountains National Park, appropriate precautions should be 

incorporated into the construction methodology in order to avoid inadvertent impact. This may 

involve a heritage induction for the works team and fencing to ensure no access into the Park. 

7.2.2 Section A: Katoomba to Medlow Bath 

Explorers Tree and Environs, 386 Great Western Highway, Katoomba (LEP1991 / DLEP2013 
K031; RNE 2995) 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The proposed works include alterations to the Nellies Glen Road intersection, widening the western 
road shoulder to the north of the intersection, and piping the open drainage channel in this location.  
No work to the Explorers Tree or surrounds is proposed, and the level of assessed impact is therefore 
nil. However as the item appears to be unstable, it is considered that works in the vicinity have the 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

potential to further destabilise this item. Should inadvertent damage occur, this could result in major 
impact to the item. 

Mitigation Measures 

•	 The design and construction of any proposed works in the vicinity of the Explorers Tree should be 

planned so as to avoid any direct and/or indirect impact to the item, both during construction and 

ongoing use of the highway. 

•	 Any new elements introduced in the vicinity of this item should not obscure the view of the 

Explorers Tree from the highway. The design of any new elements should reflect the existing 

elements and the heritage significance of the place. 

7.2.3 Section B: Medlow Bath Township 

Great Western Highway (not listed) 

The potential heritage impact to the Great Western Highway is addressed in Section 7.2.1. 

Avenue of Radiata Pines, Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 MB015) 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The works do not require removal of any of the trees in the row of radiata pines along the eastern side 
of the highway, and the level of assessed impact is therefore nil. However, as the item consists of 
living trees, it is considered that works in the vicinity have the potential to cause indirect or inadvertent 
impact to the item. 

Mitigation Measures 

The avenue is listed as a heritage item in the Blue Mountains LEP 1991, LEP 2005 and Draft LEP 
2013. 

The following recommendations are made to assist in the avoidance of inadvertent or indirect impact: 

•	 Works should be avoided within the root-zone areas of the trees.  Fencing should be used during 

construction to prevent access to trees in the vicinity of works. 

•	 Controls should be introduced during works to avoid impacts to the trees from machinery or 

vehicles. This should include use of a spotter during works in the vicinity of the trees. 

Hydro Majestic Hotel, 52-88 Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 MB002; NT R5322; RNE 15139) 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The works do not require removal of any built elements or plantings associated with the Hydro 
Majestic Hotel, and the level of assessed impact is therefore nil. However, works will be undertaken 
within the road corridor in close proximity to the boundary fence, and have the potential to cause 
inadvertent impact to the item. 

Page 119 



           

    
 

   

                   
   

          

           

                 

               

       

     

    

             
              

              
  

         

   

                 

    

    

           

       

                
     

     

  

    

              
         

        
          
                

    

               
                 

                 
    

Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Mitigation Measures 

The Hydro Majestic Hotel is listed as a heritage item in the Blue Mountains LEP 1991, LEP 2005 and 
Draft LEP 2013. 

The following recommendations are made to assist in the avoidance of inadvertent impact: 

•	 Fencing should be used during construction to prevent access and damage to the boundary fence. 

•	 Controls should be introduced during works to avoid impacts to the plantings on the western side 

of the boundary fence from machinery or vehicles. This should include use of a spotter during 

works in the vicinity of the plantings. 

Medlow Bath Bus Shelter (not listed) 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

It is proposed to re-locate the present bus-stop to the south, which would involve removal of the 
shelter. This item is considered to have social and aesthetic significance as a recent example of 
community works to celebrate the heritage of the area, which is a characteristic feature of the study 
area. 

The potential heritage impact is considered to be minor. 

Mitigation Measures 

•	 The painted Medlow Bath Bus Shelter should be moved to the new bus-stop location if possible, 

and kept in use as a bus shelter. 

•	 If is it not possible to retain the bus shelter, an archival record should be made, and community 

consultation should be undertaken regarding the design of the new shelter. 

7.2.4 Section C: Medlow Bath to Blackheath 

No heritage impacts were identified for this Section of the proposed works specifically. The potential 
heritage impact to the Great Western Highway is addressed in Section 7.2.1. 

7.2.5 Section D: Blackheath Township 

Transport corridor, Leichhardt to Kanimbla Streets, Blackheath (LEP1991 BH063).  

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The proposed works include widening of the road shoulder and removal of vegetation within this part 
of the road corridor. The available construction footprint extends along the western side of the 
highway, for approximately 170m south of the intersection with Govetts Leap Road, and 640m north 
of the intersection. The works involve removal of two trees from this stretch of the road; to the north 
of the intersection.  Works to the south of this, in the vicinity of Whitely Park, will involve removal of 
trees from the western side of the highway. 

The trees alongside the highway have been identified as a key component of the Blackheath 
streetscape. These extend to the south of the listed section of the highway (Leichhardt to Kanimbla 
Streets). It is considered that the heritage significance of this item extends to include the trees 
planted on the road verge south as far as Jellicoe Street. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

The works also involve widening the road on the south-east and south-west corners of the 
intersection with Govetts Leap Road.  These corners form a small precinct at the entrance to the 
village, provided with a number of features intended for visitors. No trees will be removed from this 
location. 

The proposed works do not involve excavation in the two identified locations of potential 
archaeological remains; to the north of the intersection with Govetts Leap Road, and in the vicinity of 
Leichhardt Street. They are therefore unlikely to have an archaeological impact. 

The potential heritage impact is considered to be moderate. 

Mitigation Measures 

The Transport Corridor is listed as a heritage item in the Blue Mountains LEP 1991. 

The following recommendations are made to mitigate the assessed impact: 

•	 Consultation should be undertaken with Blue Mountains City Council in accordance with the 

ISEPP, regarding the potential for impact on the Transport Corridor if impacts are more than 

minor. 

•	 An archival record of the transport corridor should be made. 

•	 The number of trees to be removed should be minimised. Any tree removed should be replaced 

with a tree of the same species, as close to the original location as possible. 

•	 The design of the proposed works should ensure that safe and easy pedestrian access to the 

features at the intersection with Govetts Leap Road is maintained (two shelters, Rotary Directory, 

Evans Obelisk). 

The Manse, 174 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH129) 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The proposed works include widening of the road shoulder in front of this item, and may involve 
removal of vegetation from the road verge in front of the property. The plantings are not known to be 
associated with the heritage significance of the item, but do contribute to its setting. 

With regard to the listed item, the potential heritage impact is considered to be minor. The potential 
impact on the Transport Corridor is addressed above. 

Mitigation Measures 

The Manse is listed as a heritage item in the Blue Mountains LEP 2005 and Draft LEP 2013. 

The following recommendation is made to mitigate the assessed impact: 

•	 The number of plants to be removed should be minimised. If practicable any plant removed 

should be replaced with one of the same species, as close to the original location as possible. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

St Mounts, 1A & 3 Abbott Street and 194-196 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / 
LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH052). 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The proposed works include realignment of the entrance to the access road running along the eastern 
boundary of this item. This may involve removal of vegetation from the road verge. The plantings are 
not known to be associated with the heritage significance of the item, but do contribute to its setting. 

With regard to the listed item, the potential heritage impact is considered to be minor. The potential 
impact on the Transport Corridor is addressed above. 

Comments same as above 

Mitigation Measures 

St Mounts is listed as a heritage item in the Blue Mountains LEP 1991, LEP 2005 and Draft LEP 
2013. 

The following recommendation is made to mitigate the assessed impact: 

•	 The number of plants to be removed should be minimised. If practicable any plant removed 

should be replaced with one of the same species, as close to the original location as possible. 

Neate Park and road reserve to the north 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

In the vicinity of Neate Park itself, and immediately to the north, the proposed works are limited to 
road marking. They are unlikely to impact the Park, vegetation within the Park and road reserve or 
the identified items (horse trough [LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH134], Govett’s Leap sculpture, water 
bubbler). 

However, the proposed works include widening of the road immediately to the south of the 
intersection with Govetts Leap Road.  This will also involve impact to the setting of the two Shelters 
(one listed: LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH172) and Rotary Directory (LEP2005 / DLEP2013), although it is 
not expected that these three structures will be removed. On the opposite side of the intersection, 
widening of the corner will reduce the setting of the Evans Obelisk (not listed). 

The potential heritage impact to the horse trough, Govett’s Leap sculpture and water bubbler is 
considered to be nil. 

The proposed works will not affect the items themselves but will reduce the surrounding pedestrian 
area. As pedestrian access to these features is a key element of their purpose and function, the 
potential heritage impact to the two Shelters, Rotary Directory and Evans Obelisk is considered to be 
minor 

The potential impact to the Transport Corridor is addressed above. 

Mitigation Measures 

The mitigation measures recommended for the Transport Corridor apply to these items. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Blackheath Railway Station Group, Main Western railway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 BH029; RNE 101177; NT R999; RailCorp s170; SHR 1088) and Shops adjacent to the 
station, 266 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (RailCorp s170; LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH173) 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The proposed works include widening the western road shoulder along the eastern boundary of the 
Railway Station Group.  The proposed works include widening the road shoulder in the vicinity of 
these items, but do not extend within the SHR curtilage. However, as elements of the two shops 
extend over the pavement, it is possible that the works would involve impact to these items. As the 
shops are closely associated with the railway station, and are within the SHR curtilage, any impact 
would also affect the Blackheath Railway Station Group. 

At present, it is considered unlikely that the proposed works will impact this item. However, a re-
assessment of the potential for impact should be undertaken during detailed design. 

Mitigation Measures 

Blackheath Railway Station Group is listed as a heritage item on the State Heritage Register, and the 
Blue Mountains LEP 1991, LEP 2005 and Draft LEP 2013. The Shops adjacent to the station are 
listed on the Blue Mountains LEP 2005 and Draft LEP 2013. 

The following recommendations are made to mitigate the assessed impact: 

•	 The detailed design of the proposed works should be amended to avoid and/or minimise impact 

on the Shops and the trees adjacent to the Railway Station Group. Where possible, works should 

not extend into the SHR curtilage, or involve removal of or impact to fabric or plantings that are 

part of the item or the setting of the item. 

•	 Consultation should be undertaken with RailCorp. RailCorp should be provided with a copy of the 

present report and notice of intention to carry out the works. Any response from RailCorp should 

be taken into consideration. 

•	 A re-assessment of the potential for impact should be undertaken during detailed design. If 

impacts are proposed within the SHR curtilage of the Blackheath Railway Station Group and 

Shops an application should be lodged with the Heritage Division of the Office of Environment and 

Heritage in accordance with Section 60 of the Heritage Act 1977, to obtain a permit or a Section 

57 exemption. 

•	 An archival record should be made of the Shops and adjacent trees if they are to be impacted. 

•	 Any elements removed should be reinstated or replaced, in as close to the original format as 

possible. 

•	 Measures should be put in place during construction to avoid inadvertent impact to the item. 

Blackheath General Cemetery, 322-331 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 BH120) 

Statement of Heritage Impact 

The proposed works involve widening the road shoulder alongside the Cemetery, and formalising the 
entrance to the access track.  The works are likely to involve removal of mature trees from the road 
verge in front of the Cemetery. The plantings are not known to be associated with the heritage 
significance of the item, but do contribute to its setting. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

With regard to the listed item, the potential heritage impact is considered to be minor. The potential 
impact on the Transport Corridor is addressed above. 

Mitigation Measures 

Blackheath General Cemetery is listed as a heritage item on the Blue Mountains LEP 2005 and Draft 
LEP 2013. 

The following recommendation is made to mitigate the assessed impact: 

•	 The number of trees to be removed should be minimised. Any tree removed should be replaced 

with one of the same species, as close to the original location as possible. 

7.2.6 Section E: Blackheath to Mount Victoria 

No heritage impacts were identified for this Section of the proposed works specifically. The potential 
heritage impact to the Great Western Highway and the Blue Mountains National Park / Greater Blue 
Mountains Area is addressed in Section 7.2.1. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Table 7: Summary of historical heritage items within and adjacent to the study area that are unlikely to be impacted by the proposed works. 

Section Grouping Item Proposed works 

B n/a Hydro Majestic Hotel, 52-88 Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath 
(LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 MB002; NT R5322; RNE 15139) 

Widening the road shoulder. The works do not involve 
removal of any structures or plantings associated with this 
item. 

B n/a Avenue of Radiata Pines, Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath 
(LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 MB015) 

Widening the road shoulder, and relocation of a bus-stop. 
The works do not involve removal of the trees. 

B n/a Medlow Bath Railway Station, Great Western Highway, Medlow Bath 
(LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 MB003; RNE 101203; NT R5317; 
RailCorp S170; SHR 1190). 

Removal of a bus-stop, which is not considered to 
contribute to the heritage values of the item. No work 
proposed within the curtilage of this item. 

B n/a Melbourne House, Cosy Cot, Sheleagh Cottage, 2-10 Station Street, 
Medlow Bath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 MB019). 

No work proposed within or in the vicinity of this item. 

C n/a The Pines, 16-18 Coachhouse Lane, Medlow Bath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 MB016) 

No work proposed within or in the vicinity of this item. 

D n/a Railway Dam (site only), 171-191 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP1991 / BH053) 

No work proposed within or in the vicinity of this item. 

D n/a Blackheath Public School, 1A Leichhardt Street, Blackheath (LEP1991 / 
LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH033). 

Minor alteration to the Leichhardt Street intersection.  

D n/a Blackheath Stockade (site only), 1A Leichhardt Street, Blackheath 
(LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH034).  

The proposed works do not involve earthworks in the 
vicinity of this item. 

D n/a Former teacher’s residence, 207 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH161). 

Minor alteration to the Leichhardt Street intersection. 

D n/a Norwood, 209 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 BH056). 

Road marking. 

D n/a IGA (Kerry's Service Station), 211 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH162). 

Road marking. 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Section Grouping Item Proposed works 

D n/a Kia Ora, 213 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH163).  

Road marking. 

D n/a Blackheath Automotive, 215 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH164).  

Road marking. 

D n/a The Annex Antiques, 217-221 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH165).  

Road marking. 

D n/a Fire Station, 223-225 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 BH166).  

Road marking. 

D n/a New Ivanhoe Hotel, 229-236 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH026). 

Widening the corner at the intersection with Govetts Leap 
Road 

D 

D 

Blackheath 
Shops 

Shop fronts, 22 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath (LEP2005 / DLEP2013 
BH151) 

Ashcroft's / Irene's Deli on Govett, 18-20 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH150) 

Road marking. 

D Neates Building, 2-16 Govetts Leap Road, Blackheath (LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 BH149) 

D Yarralumla Flats, 233-237 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 
/ DLEP2013 BH167) 

D Dash's Pharmacy, 238-239 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH168) 

D Wattle Café / Blackheath Florist, 240 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP1991 / LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH099) 

D Former butcher's shop, 245 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH169) 
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Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Section Grouping Item Proposed works 

D	 Café Banksia / De Losa's / Piedmont Inn / Blackheath Charcoal Chicken, 
246, 247, 248, 249, 251 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / 
DLEP2013 BH170) 

D Gardners Inn, 255 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / 
LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH027) 

D The Gardens Community Centre, 265 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / 
DLEP2013 BH171) 

Formalising the road edge. 

D The Gardens, Great Western Highway, Blackheath (DLEP 2013 BH206; 
NT R997; RNE 102235) 

D Californian redwood (Sequoia sempervirens), Blackheath Gardens, cnr 
267-269 Great Western Highway and Hat Hill Road, Blackheath (DCP 
No.9) 

D The Gardens War Memorial, 267-269 Great Western Highway, Blackheath 
(LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH123) 

D Macquarie Monument, Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 / 
LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH030) 

D n/a St Aidan's Anglican Church, 2-8 Hat Hill Road, Blackheath (LEP1991 / 
LEP2005 / DLEP2013 BH031). 

Formalising the road edge. 

D n/a Rowan Brae, 284 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP 2005 / 
DLE.P2013 BH130). 

Formalising the road edge. 

D n/a Nalawa Residence, 289 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP2005 / 
DLEP 2013 BH133; NT R6155; RNE 101443) 

Formalising the road edge. 

D n/a House, 300 Great Western Highway, Blackheath (LEP1991 BH093). No work proposed within or in the vicinity of this item. 

D n/a The Campbell Rhododendron Gardens, 1-59 Ridgewell Road, Blackheath 
(LEP1991 / DLEP2013 BH001). 

Widening the road shoulder to the north of the Ridgewell 
Road intersection. 
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Figure 89: Section A, detail of potential heritage impact. 

Page 128
 



           

    
 

         

 

Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Figure 90: Section B, detail of potential heritage impact. 
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Figure 91: Section D, detail of potential heritage impact (south). 
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Figure 92: Section D, detail of potential heritage impact (south central). 
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Figure 93: Section D, detail of potential heritage impact (north central). 
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Figure 94: Section D, detail of potential heritage impact (north). 

Page 133
 



           

    
 

      

    
   

   
  

 
 

 
 

  
    

    
  

    
 

 
  

  

 
 

 
  

    
      

    
 

  
 

  
  
  

    
   
 
    

    

    
 

 
   

   
 
 

 

 
   

   
 

 
 

    
   
 

    
 

    
   
 

    
 

 
 

    
   
 

     
 

    
   
 

 
  

   
 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
  

 
 

  
    

 
  

   
 

 
 

 
   

Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria – Statement of Heritage Impact 

Table 8: Summary of potential impacts to heritage items. 

Section Item Listing Potential 
Impact Possible Mitigation 

A-E Great Western 
Highway n/a 

Moderate 
Physical, 
archaeological 
and visual 

Archival record 
Work method statement for 
management of former road 
remains (works) 

A Explorers Tree and 
Environs 

LEP1991 
DLEP 2013 
RNE 2995 

Potential 
physical and 
visual 

Amend design 

B Medlow Bath Bus 
Shelter n/a Physical Move and retain 

D Transport Corridor LEP1991 
Moderate 
Physical and 
visual 

Consult BMCC 
Archival record 
Replace trees 
Retain pedestrian access at 
intersection with Govetts 
Leap Road 
S139/s140 permit for areas 
of archaeological potential 

D The Manse LEP2005 
DLEP2013 

Minor 
Visual Replace plants 

D St Mounts 
LEP1991 
LEP2005 
DLEP2013 

Minor 
Visual Replace plants 

D Shelter LEP2005 
DLEP2013 

Moderate 
Visual 

Retain pedestrian access at 
intersection with Govetts 
Leap Road 

D Shelter n/a Moderate 
Visual 

Retain pedestrian access at 
intersection with Govetts 
Leap Road 

D Rotary Directory LEP2005 
DLEP2013 

Moderate 
Visual 

Retain pedestrian access at 
intersection with Govetts 
Leap Road 

D Evans Obelisk n/a Moderate 
Visual 

Retain pedestrian access at 
intersection with Govetts 
Leap Road 

D 
Blackheath Railway 
Station Group and 
Shops 

SHR 
RailCorp S170 
LEP1991 
LEP2005 
DLEP2013 
RNE 
NT 

Minor 
Visual 

Consult BMCC 
Consult RailCorp 
Re-assess during detailed 
design 
S60 or S57 application 
(Heritage Act 1977) if 
required 
Archival record 

D Blackheath General 
Cemetery 

LEP2005 
DLEP2013 

Minor 
Visual Replace trees 
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8.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following recommendations are consolidated from Section 7.2 above.  Where possible, the 
design of the proposed works should be amended to avoid and/or minimise heritage impact. 
However, the following recommendations are based on the identified impact indicated by the current 
plans of the proposed construction footprint.  

General 

•	 Any amendments to the extent of the study area or proposed works would be subject to additional 

historical heritage assessment. 

•	 The design of the works should ensure that no direct or indirect impact to the Blue Mountains 

National Park results from the construction, use or maintenance of the works. 

•	 The design of the works should ensure the retention of existing viewlines along the highway, from 

the highway into the adjacent Blue Mountains National Park, and from the highway into the 

neighbouring village centres. 

•	 Direct and indirect impact to existing trees should be avoided wherever possible. 

•	 An archival record should be made of the present condition of the Great Western Highway within 

the study area.  This should include a history of this section of the highway, a current survey plan, 

and photographic recording of those sections to be altered. 

•	 A work method statement should be prepared to guide the archaeological investigation and 

recording of any archaeological remains of earlier phases of the Great Western Highway 

uncovered in the course of the proposed works. As remains of former road surfaces would be 

classified as works a permit from the Heritage Division is not required. 

•	 During works in the vicinity of heritage items, appropriate precautions should be incorporated into 

the construction methodology in order to avoid inadvertent impact.  This may involve a heritage 

induction for the works team and fencing of a buffer area around the item. 

•	 If a heritage item or potential heritage item is uncovered in the course of the proposed works, the 

Roads and Maritime Standard Management Procedure – Unexpected heritage items (2015) would 

be followed. . 

Section A: Katoomba to Medlow Bath 

•	 The design and construction of the proposed works in the vicinity of the Explorers Tree should be 

planned so as to avoid any direct and/or indirect impact to the item, both during construction and 

ongoing use of the highway. 

•	 Any new elements introduced in the vicinity of this item should not obscure the view of the 

Explorers Tree from the highway. The design of any new elements should reflect the existing 

elements and the heritage significance of the place. 

Section B: Medlow Bath Township 

•	 Fencing should be used during construction to prevent access and damage to the boundary fence 

of the Hydro Majestic Hotel. 
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•	 Controls should be introduced during works to avoid impacts to the plantings on the western side 

of the boundary fence of the Hydro Majestic Hotel from machinery or vehicles. This should 

include use of a spotter during works in the vicinity of the plantings. 

•	 Works should be avoided within the root-zone areas of the trees comprising the Avenue of 

Radiata Pines.  Fencing should be used during construction to prevent access to trees in the 

vicinity of works. 

•	 Controls should be introduced during works to avoid impacts to the trees comprising the Avenue 

of Radiata Pines from machinery or vehicles.  This should include use of a spotter during works in 

the vicinity of the trees. 

•	 The painted Medlow Bath Bus Shelter should be moved to the new bus-stop location if possible, 

and kept in use as a bus shelter. 

Section C: Medlow Bath to Blackheath 

•	 The general recommendations given above are sufficient to manage the heritage values of this 

Section. 

Section D: Blackheath Township 

•	 Consultation should be undertaken with Blue Mountains City Council in accordance with the 

ISEPP, regarding the potential for impact on the Transport Corridor, Blackheath Railway Station 

Group and adjacent Shops if impacts are more than minor.  

•	 Consultation should be undertaken with RailCorp, regarding the potential for impact on the 

Blackheath Railway Station Group and Shops. RailCorp should be provided with a copy of the 

present report and notice of intention to carry out the works. Any response from RailCorp should 

be taken into consideration. 

•	 The detailed design of the proposed works should be amended to avoid and/or minimise impact 

on the Shops and the trees adjacent to the Railway Station Group. Where possible, works should 

not extend into the SHR curtilage, or involve removal of or impact to fabric or plantings that are 

part of the item or the setting of the item. 

•	 A re-assessment of the potential for impact should be undertaken during detailed design. If 

impacts are proposed within the SHR curtilage of the Blackheath Railway Station Group and 

Shops an application should be lodged with the Heritage Division of the Office of Environment and 

Heritage in accordance with Section 60 of the Heritage Act 1977, to obtain a permit or a Section 

57 exemption. 

•	 An archival record should be made of the Transport Corridor, and the Blackheath Railway Station 

Group and Shops. 

•	 The number of trees and other plantings to be removed should be minimised. Where trees with 

heritage value are removed they should be replaced with a tree of the same species, as close to 

the original location as possible where practicable. 
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•	 The design of the proposed works should ensure that safe and easy pedestrian access to the 

features at the intersection with Govetts Leap Road is maintained (two shelters, Rotary Directory, 

Evans Obelisk). 

•	 If excavation is proposed for the two identified locations of potential archaeological remains (to the 

north of the intersection with Govetts Leap Road, and in the vicinity of Leichhardt Street), an 

archaeological assessment should be undertaken. It may then be necessary to apply to the 

Heritage Division for an s139 Exemption Notification or s140 Excavation Permit before work in 

these locations can commence. 

Section E: Blackheath to Mount Victoria 

•	 The general recommendations given above are sufficient to manage the heritage values of this 

Section. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) is in the process of planning for a proposed 
program of road safety improvements along that stretch of the Great Western Highway between 
Katoomba and Mount Victoria. A preliminary Aboriginal heritage constraints analysis was undertaken 
for the proposed works in 2013 in accordance with Stage 1 of the Procedure for Aboriginal cultural 
heritage consultation and investigation (RMS Nov 2011).  This initial study was a desktop assessment 
with the study area extending to 250m on either side of the Great Western Highway (Artefact Heritage 
2013).  The study found that there were three registered Aboriginal sites and one Aboriginal Place 
within the study area, and that parts of the study area were of high Aboriginal heritage sensitivity. 

The concept design for the proposed works has now been prepared, and Roads and Maritime has 
engaged Hyder Consulting (Hyder) to prepare the required Review of Environmental Factors (REF). 
On behalf of Hyder, Artefact Heritage has prepared this Aboriginal Archaeological Survey Report 
(ASR) to inform the REF.  The study area is reduced from the 2013 desktop assessment, as the 
proposed works are confined largely to the existing road reserve. 

The aim of this ASR is to identify whether Aboriginal objects or Aboriginal Places would be impacted 
by the proposal, and to recommend if management or mitigation measures are required. This report 
has been prepared in accordance with the requirements for archaeological investigation as set out in 
the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of 
Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales 2010 and Stage 2 of the Roads and Maritime Procedure for 
Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation and investigation (PACHCI). 

Overview of findings 

It was found that: 

	 There were no previously unrecorded Aboriginal sites identified within the study area. 

	 The registered location of one previously recorded site (AHIMS #45-4-0969, SP 1) is within 

the study area.  However, the results of the survey indicate that the site has been moved from 

the registered coordinates and is no longer within the study area. 

 The study area is located along a highly disturbed road and rail corridor. 

 There are no Aboriginal heritage items, places or areas of moderate or high archaeological 

potential located within the study area. 

 There are no likely impacts to Aboriginal heritage as a result of the proposed works within the 

study area. 

It is therefore recommended that: 

 There are no Aboriginal heritage constraints on the proposal and no further archaeological 

investigation is required. 

 An updated site card would be submitted to the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management 

System registrar for the site AHIMS # 45-4-0969 (SP 1) to reflect its current status. 

 Should the project design change, and areas not assessed by this study are to be impacted, 

further archaeological assessment would be required. 
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	 An Aboriginal heritage induction would be included in the overall project induction delivered to 

all team members. 

	 Should Aboriginal objects be located at any stage within the study area, work in the vicinity 

should stop immediately and the Roads and Maritime Standard Management Procedure: 

Unexpected heritage items (2015) should be followed. 

	 If human remains are located during any works associated with the project within the study 

area the Roads and Maritime Standard Management Procedure: Unexpected heritage items 

(2015) should be followed. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1.1 Introduction 

Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) is in the process of planning for a proposed 
program of road safety improvements along that stretch of the Great Western Highway between 
Katoomba and Mount Victoria. A preliminary Aboriginal heritage constraints analysis was undertaken 
for the proposed works in 2013 in accordance with Stage 1 of the Procedure for Aboriginal cultural 
heritage consultation and investigation (abbreviated as PACHCI; RMS Nov 2011).  This initial study 
was a desktop assessment with the study area extending to 250m on either side of the Great Western 
Highway (Artefact Heritage 2013).  The study found that there were three registered Aboriginal sites 
and one Aboriginal Place within the study area, and that parts of the study area were of high 
Aboriginal heritage sensitivity. 

The concept design for the proposed works has now been prepared, and Roads and Maritime has 
engaged Hyder Consulting (Hyder) to prepare the required Review of Environmental Factors (REF).  
On behalf of Hyder, Artefact Heritage has prepared this Aboriginal Archaeological Survey Report 
(ASR) to inform the REF.  The study area is reduced from the 2013 desktop assessment, as the 
proposed works are confined largely to the existing road reserve.  Non-Aboriginal heritage is 
addressed in a separate report (Artefact Heritage, in prep.). 

The aim of this ASR is to identify whether Aboriginal objects or Places would be impacted by the 
proposal, and to recommend if management or mitigation measures are required. This report has 
been prepared in accordance with the requirements for archaeological investigation as set out in the 
Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of 
Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales 2010 and Stage 2 of the Roads and Maritime Procedure for 
Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation and investigation (PACHCI). 

1.2 Study Area 

The study area consists of that part of the Great Western Highway road reserve between the 
intersection with Rowan Lane, Katoomba, and Browntown Oval, Mount Victoria (Figure 1).  This study 
area is approximately 14km in length, and is in the Blue Mountains Local Government Area and within 
the area covered by the Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council (DLALC).  The study area has been 
divided into four sections (Table 1, Figure 2 to Figure 7). 

Table 1: Concept design sections. 

Section Location Figure 

Section A Katoomba (Rowan Lane) to Medlow Bath (Foy Avenue) Figure 2 

Section B Medlow Bath township (Foy Avenue to 150m south of Station Street) Figure 3 

Section C Medlow Bath (110m north of Station Street) to Blackheath (Evans 
Lookout Road) Figure 4 

Section D Blackheath township (Evans Lookout Road to 230 metres north of 
Radiance Avenue) 

Figure 5 
Figure 6 

Section E Blackheath (230m north of Radiance Avenue) to Mount Victoria (entrance 
to Browntown Oval) Figure 7 
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1.3 Scope and Objectives of Study 

This Aboriginal archaeological survey report complies with Stage 2 of the Roads and Maritime 
PACHCI and the OEH Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New 
South Wales (referred to in this document as ‘the OEH code of practice’). This study builds on the 
preliminary heritage constraints study conducted by Artefact Heritage for Roads and Maritime in 
2013.  It incorporates the results of additional desktop research and a survey of the study area. 

This report provides: 

 A description of the proposal and the extent of the study area 

 A description of Aboriginal community involvement and Aboriginal consultation 

 Discussion of the environmental context of the study area 

 Discussion of the Aboriginal and historical context of the study area 

 A summary of the archaeological context of the local region including a discussion of previous 

archaeological work 

 Development of an archaeological predictive model 

 Description and results of the archaeological survey 

 Description and analysis of the identified Aboriginal sites within the study area 

 Development of a significance and impact assessment of the identified Aboriginal sites, 

addressing archaeological values 

 Development of management and mitigation measures 

 Recommendations relating to the further mitigation of potential impacts to identified sites 

1.4 Investigator and Contributions 

This report was written by Claire Rayner and Fenella Atkinson, and reviewed by Dr Sandra Wallace. 

The survey was undertaken by Rayner and Atkinson in partnership with Steve Randall and Steve 

Knight (DLALC).
	

The assistance of the following is gratefully acknowledged:
	

 Shannon Blackmore, Hyder Consulting.
	

 Robert Parkinson, Land and Property Information Division.
	

1.5 Aboriginal Community Involvement 

Aboriginal consultation has been conducted by the Roads and Maritime Aboriginal cultural heritage 
advisor (ACHA) in accordance with Stage 2 of the PACHCI. The study area is within the boundary of 
Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council (DLALC). The consultation involved: 

 The participation of DLALC site officers Steve Randall and Steven Knight in the survey. 

 Completion of a heritage report by DLALC (included as Appendix 1 to the present report). 
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Figure 1: Location of the study area. 
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Figure 2: Concept design Section A. 
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Figure 3: Concept design Section B. 
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Figure 4: Concept design Section C. 
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Figure 5: Concept design Section D South. 
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Figure 6: Concept design Section D North. 
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Figure 7: Concept design Section E. 
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT 

2.1 Geology and Soils 

The Blue Mountains consist of an extensive dissected, or mountainous, sandstone plateau, on the 
western edge of the Sydney Basin (Keith & Benson 1988: 109). The plateau rises to around 1100 
metres near Mount Victoria and terminates in a north-south line of cliffs along the eastern side of the 
Hartley, Kanimbla and Megalong Valleys, just to the west of the study area. The main plateau 
consists of strata of the Narrabeen Group, with alternating massive sandstone and narrow claystone 
layers.  Outcrops of the claystone are associated with the formation of swamps in headwater valleys 
(Keith & Benson 1988: 110).  The geology of the study area is characterised more specifically by the 
Banks Wall Sandstone. This is described as slightly lithic quartz sandstone with minor interbedded 
claystone (Department of Mineral Resources 1996). 

The majority of the study area runs through the Medlow Bath Soil Landcape, with small sections of 
the Wollangambe and Warragamba Soil Landscapes. These soil landscapes are related to the 
underlying sandstone geology. The soil profile is characterised as sandy yellow leached gradational 
soils with ironstone gravels (Keith & Benson 1988: 110). The soils are rapidly permeable, meaning 
that rain water drains through quickly, and are very acidic and infertile. Localised rock outcrop is 
common, and, in the Wollangame landscape includes broken scarps and small rock ledges and cliffs 
(SLR Oct 2013: 29). 

2.2 Landforms and Hydrology 

The topography of the Medlow Bath Soil Landscape consists in general of narrow crests and 
moderately inclined sideslopes (SLR Oct 2013: 32).  Local relief is to 20-50m, with a slope of 10-20 
per cent  The topography of the Wollangambe and Warragamba soil landscapes is more rugged, with, 
respectively, local relief to 100m and slopes usually less than 35 per cent, and local relief of 80-
1230m, and slopes typically greater than 35 per cent (SLR Oct 2013: 21 & 29).  

In general, the study area, being the Great Western Highway road corridor, follows a relatively narrow 
ridgeline, meandering slightly but running roughly north-south overall.  On either side of the road are 
the headwaters of a number of minor watercourses which drain the adjacent slopes.  To the west, the 
major watercourses are Blackheath, Pulpit Hill and Megalong Creeks, which are tributaries of Cox’s 
River, which itself flows to Lake Burragorang, and then to the Nepean.  To the east are Victoria, Hat 
Hill, Greaves and Katoomba Creeks and Govett’s Gorge, tributaries of the Grose River, which also 
joins the Nepean. 

2.3 Natural Resources 

The vegetation of the study area is characterised as Blue Mountains Sandstone Plateau Forest (Keith 
& Benson 1988: 120-121). This landscape is dominated by tall open-forest species such as Silvertop 
ash (Eucalyptus sieberi) and Sydney peppermint (E. piperita), species that thrive in shallow, sandy 
soils low in nutrients. The understorey is generally composed of shrubs including Flaky-barked tea-
tree (Leptospermum attenuatum), Conesticks (Petrophile pulchella), Prostrate geebung (Persoonia 
chamaepitys), Sunshine wattle (Acacia terminalis) and species of Banksia, whilst in moister areas a 
ferny understorey may occur. 

The vegetation would have provided food sources, medicinal ingredients and materials for 
manufacturing tools and carrying vessels. The wide variety of flora and fauna in the Blue Mountains 
plus the abundance of perennial water would have made the area favourable to a hunter-gather 
economy (Stockton & Holland: 38). However, given the low fertility of the local soils, and the likely 
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sparse nature of the vegetation as a consequence, it has been suggested that the resources of such 
an area would not have been able to support large groups of people (Comber Consultants Oct 2012: 
32).  Weathering of the sandstone country has created rockshelters which would have been suitable 
for shelters, and were also used for art.  Significant natural features are also likely to have been of 
substantial cultural importance, as with the Three Sisters to the south-east of the study area (‘Three 
Sisters’). 

Stone material of the type that would have been used for ground or flaked tools is not available in 
close proximity to the study area.  However, a variety of suitable materials are available in the region 
more generally.  For instance, the major peaks in the Blue Mountains are capped by remnants of 
basalt (Keith & Benson 1987: 110).  The underlying Berry Siltstone of the lower ground to the west of 
the study area contains a variety of fine grained material suitable for flaking, such as tuff, rhyolite and 
chert, as well as granites suitable for the manufacture of ground edge axes (Comber Consultants Oct 
2012: 28). 

2.4 Land Use History 

An outline of the historical development and use of the study area is included in the non-Indigenous 
heritage assessment (Artefact Heritage in prep.).  In summary, the study area follows a route that has 
been in use as a transport corridor since the early nineteenth century.  The first European crossing of 
the Blue Mountains took place in 1813.  A track was created the following year, approximately along 
the present alignment of the Great Western Highway, and has been subject to maintenance and 
upgrade works through to the present. Substantial works were undertaken to upgrade and re-align 
the road in the 1830s.  The construction of the railway line in the 1860s followed a parallel alignment, 
and required works to re-route the road and create crossings in places.  In the early twentieth century, 
works were undertaken to make the highway suitable for motorised traffic.  Nineteenth and twentieth 
century development and occupation of the Mountains has been focussed along the road corridor. 

Construction and use of the road has resulted in substantial and extensive ground disturbance.  
Earthworks are likely to have taken place across most, if not all, of the study area.  This would have 
had a significant impact on any Aboriginal archaeological remains that may have been present.  
Clearing the road would have resulted in the removal of any culturally marked trees, and excavation 
to construct and grade the road would have resulted in the removal, either in whole or in part, of stone 
artefacts and sites associated with outcropping bedrock. 
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3.0		 ABORIGINAL HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
CONTEXT 

3.1		 Aboriginal Material Culture 

The archaeological understanding of the early Aboriginal settlement of the Sydney Basin and 
surrounds is constantly expanding and developing. At present, the earliest occupation known is 
associated with deposits on the Parramatta and Nepean Rivers, which have been dated to c.25-30ka 
and 36ka (JMCHM Oct 2005; AHMS Feb 2013)  Two coastal sites south of Wollongong at Bass Point 
and Burrill Lake in the Shoalhaven have both been dated to around 20,000 years before present 
(yBP) (Lampert 1971 and Nanson et al 1987). Evidence of Aboriginal occupation at Lake Mungo has 
been dated to 50-60,000 yBP (Bowler et al 2003). 

The earliest evidence of occupation in the Blue Mountains dates to 22,240 yBP. There is a consistent 
pattern of low intensity occupation from around 14,000 to 12,000 yBP followed by a hiatus with 
occupation intensifying around 3 -4 000 yBP (Bowdler 1981). The archaeological material record 
provides evidence of this long occupation, but also provides evidence of a dynamic culture that has 
changed through time. 

The existing archaeological record is limited to certain materials and objects that were able to 
withstand degradation and decay. As a result, the most common type of Aboriginal objects remaining 
in the archaeological record is stone artefacts. Archaeological analyses of these artefacts in their 
contexts have provided the basis for the interpretation of change in material culture over time. 
Technologies used for making tools changed, along with preference of raw material. Different types of 
tools appeared at certain times, for example ground stone hatchets are first observed in the 
archaeological record around 4,000 yBP in the Sydney region (Attenbrow 2010: 102). It is argued that 
these changes in material culture were an indication of changes in social organisation and behaviour. 

The Eastern Regional Sequence was first developed by McCarthy in 1948 to explain the typological 
differences he was seeing in stone tool technology in different stratigraphic levels during excavations 
such as Lapstone Creek near the foot of the Blue Mountains (McCarthy et al 1948). The sequence 
had three phases that correspond to different technologies and tool types (the Capertian, Bondaian 
and Eloueran). The categories have been refined through the interpretation of further excavation data 
and radiocarbon dates (Hiscock & Attenbrow 2005; JMcD CHM 2005). 

It is now thought that prior to 8,500 yBP tool technology remained fairly static. Silicified tuff, quartz 
and some unheated silcrete dominate assemblages in the Sydney basin. Assemblages in the Blue 
Mountains generally consist of chert, quartz or quartzite to a lesser extent (Stockton & Holland 1974). 
Bipolar flaking was rare, with unifacial flaking predominant. No backed artefacts have been found of 
this antiquity. Tools identified generally consisted of uniface pebble choppers, scrapers and serrated 
flakes (Stockton & Holland 1947: 52). It is possible that this stone tool technology extended into the 
Upper Blue Mountains, as suggested by excavations at the Kings Table shelter (Stockton & Holland 
1947: 52). Stockton and Holland suggest that this was a local development that could indicate a 
transition between large and small tool traditions (Stockton & Holland 1974: 55). 

After 8,500 yBP chert was more dominant as a raw material within Blue Mountain assemblages with 
basalt and quartz to a lesser extent. At about 3,000 to 4,000 years ago smaller, more elaborate tools 
appear more frequently within assemblages (Croft Associates 1982). This appears to correlate to the 
first use of low key but reliable vegetable foods (Bowdler 1981). The efficient use of high calorie, 
easily harvested food such as Macrozamia nuts would have enabled the permanent occupation of 
sites within the Blue Mountains by larger groups. This is supported by the intensification of the use of 
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sites in the Blue Mountains evident within the archaeological record around 3,000 to 4,000 years ago 
(Croft Associates 1982). 

Another aspect of Aboriginal material culture that is ubiquitous across the rock shelters and rock 
surfaces of the Blue Mountains is rock art (Croft Associates 1982). Mathew Kelleher conducted a 
study of rock art in the southern Blue Mountains (Kelleher 2002). This study provided the first GIS and 
multivariate statistical analysis for known sites south of the Wollemi. Preliminary results for 
relationships between geographic features and archaeological sites were presented for five key 
locations. Kelleher worked towards the identification of spatial behaviour variations in the 
archaeological record of the Blue Mountains. It was determined that as the art changed across the 
southern mountains, so too did the associated tool types and maintenance strategies. 

Aboriginal people were adopting different cultural and technological practices at specific places in the 
mountains that did not solely relate to the changing environment. Kelleher demonstrated that people’s 
actions are to some degree systematically patterned by their perceptions, and this patterning is often 
reflected in the archaeological record. This research showed how rock art variations correspond to 
specific regional trends for the full range of archaeological features (Taçon et al. 2007: 10). 

3.2 Aboriginal Ethno-historic Context 

The study area is thought to be situated near the junction of the traditional boundaries of the 
Wiradjuri, Gundungurra and Darug people, although it should be noted that mapping of the pre-
contact boundaries of Aboriginal nations is subject to some degree of uncertainty. Sandra Bowdler 
identified this junction area as a ‘zone of interaction’ within which there was some flexibility for people 
to pass through neighbouring territories (cited in Comber 2012: 19). Bowdler also assumes that as a 
result there would have been some cultural similarities between communities within this zone of 
interaction. In his research in the area in the 1900s Robert Mathews noted that the Darug and 
Gundungurra people were able to converse with little difficulty (Comber 2009:41). 

The Wiradjuri are the traditional custodians of the land to the west of the study area, within the 
Riverine region. Their boundaries extend from Nyngan to Albury, and from Bathurst to Hay (Comber 
2012a: 29). The Gundungurra are the traditional owners of the land to the south of the study area. 
Their boundaries extended west and north of the Georges River and into the southern Blue 
Mountains (Attenbrow 2003: 33-34). The Darug are the traditional owners of the land surrounding the 
study area. Their boundaries extended from the mouth of the Hawkesbury River inland to Windsor, 
Penrith and Campbelltown and then to Mount Victoria (Matthews cited in Attenbrow 2010: 32). 

Aboriginal people of the region were highly mobile hunter-gathers. They used a range of resources, 
some of which were only available seasonally. This necessitated movement and/or trade in such 
resources. Particular ceremonial or ritual events also prompted people to move across the landscape 
(Attenbrow 2009: 115). The routes that they took are likely to have followed ‘sections of the main 
ridges, and the subsidiary spurs and waterways’ (Attenbrow 2009: 116; Comber 2012a: 23). 

Contact between Aboriginal people and European settlers in this general area appears to have been 
initially amicable with Aboriginal guides assisting in early European exploration. In 1818 Sir John 
Jamison sought guidance from Darug man Gilderoy, also known as Bob, during his exploration of the 
Nepean and Cox’s Rivers. Thomas Jones later led a party that included Darug men Gilderoy Millot 
(also known as Joe), and Nagga (also known as Jack) on his exploration of the Cox’s River. They 
made their way through the Hartley and Kanimbla Valleys to a Gundungurra camp downstream of 
Goolara Park (Comber 2012: 20). 

European settlement in the Blue Mountains, however, had an impact on the resources that were 
available to Aboriginal people. William Lynch noted that ‘the white man’s guns had made scarce… 
fish, the kangaroo, the “bugong” (porcupine), the “balu” (a piglike, burrowing beast) … and the ducks’ 
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(Johnson 2007: 20). In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries Aboriginal people were forced 
onto missions and reserves such as Kurranburrock Reserve on Pulpit Hill Creek in the Megalong 
Valley, no longer able to survive on their traditional resources and under pressure from government 
authorities. Some local groups, however, took refuge at Katoomba Falls Creek Valley (The Gully) and 
avoided the attention of the Aboriginal Protection Board and the strict conditions that would have 
been imposed on them should they have been forced to move elsewhere. 

Among the places where the local Aboriginal people settled, there was a camp at Nellies Glen in the 
1890s, just to the west of Katoomba (Hooper & Marloo n.d.: 22).  This is thought to have been located 
off the Six Foot Track, which was marked out at a horse track in the 1880s, but may have been at 
least partly based on a traditional Aboriginal travel route across the valley (Hooper & Marloo n.d.: 27). 
There is evidence of the historical use of the track by Aboriginal people living in the Megalong Valley 
(Hooper & Marloo n.d.: 29). 

After the closure of the Nellies Glen shale mine in 1897, the people from the nearby camp moved to 
Kurranburrak Reserve on Pulpit Hill Creek, to the north-west (Hooper & Marloo n.d.: 22). By 1900 
most Aboriginal people in this area had moved to The Gully in Katoomba.  This area had been a 
traditional summer camp prior to European settlement and became home to Aboriginal people, and 
also non-Indigenous people, who lived on the outskirts of mainstream society. 

The census taken by the Aboriginal Protection Board in 1897 recorded 21 Aboriginal people living in 
Katoomba (Comber Consultants 2009: 56).  The 1901 NSW census records eight households in 
Katoomba with Aboriginal occupants.  Up to four generations of some Aboriginal families lived in The 
Gully.  The population of The Gully was evicted in the 1950s after Council acquired the land.  The 
Gully was declared an Aboriginal Place (under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974) in May 2002 
(see below). 

3.3 Registered Aboriginal Sites in the Study Area 

An extensive search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information System (AHIMS) database was 
undertaken on the 27 May 2015 for sites registered within the following coordinates: 

GDA 1994 MGA 56 245275E – 251275E 
6265550N – 6280550N 

Number of sites 34 
Number of places 1 
AHIMS Search ID 174811 

The distribution of registered sites is shown in Figure 8. The search measures roughly 15 kilometres 
by six kilometres. There are 34 registered sites located within the search area, only one of which is 
located within the study area. There is one Aboriginal Place located within the search area. The 
frequency of site features is summarised in Table 2 below. 

Table 2: Frequency of site types within the search area. 

Site Feature Frequency Percentage (%) 

Art (pigment or engraved) 3 9 

Art (pigment or engraved), artefact 3 9 

Art (pigment or engraved), artefact, hearth 2 6 

Artefact 13 38 

Page 14 



       

   
 

    

    

   

   

   

    

   

    

 

 
  

   
 

  
   

  
   

   
  

    

     
    
    

 

   
  

   
   

   
     

   
       

   
 

    
    

    

 
  

    
   

   

Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria:: Archaeological Survey Report
	

Site Feature Frequency Percentage (%) 

Artefact, grinding grooves 1 3 

Artefact Scatter 2 6 

PAD 1 3 

PAD, artefact 1 3 

Grinding grooves 5 14 

Modified Tree 2 6 

Restricted 1 3 

The most frequent site type within the search area is artefact (n= 22, 65%). Of these sites five are 
recorded as open camp sites (38%) and one is recorded in association with a shelter and deposit 
(7%). The most common accompanying site feature recorded with artefacts are art (n= 5%, 23%) and 
grinding grooves (n= 5, 23%). Hearths are also recorded in association with artefacts and art (n=2, 
9%). There are two artefact scatters within the search area (9%). The next most frequent site type is 
art sites (pigment or engraved, n= 8, 23%). There is one restricted site located within the search area. 

Of the 34 sites located within the search area, 14 are recorded as Aboriginal Resource and 
Gathering. These sites are all located within the Megalong Valley to the west of the study area. The 
sites appear to be associated with Back Creek that runs through the valley and the sandstone 
outcrops that line the valley. The sites consist of five artefact sites; three art sites; three art, artefact 
and hearth sites; two art and artefact sites; and one artefact and grinding groove site. OEH defines 
Aboriginal Resource and Gathering sites as those related to everyday activities such as food 
gathering, hunting or collection and manufacture of materials and goods for use or trade. The 
recording of this site type is relatively unusual, and may have been intended to highlight the role of 
the resources of the Megalong Valley in the selection of the sites by Aboriginal people in the past for 
various subsistence and cultural activities. 

The sites area generally located within the valleys to the west and east of the Great Western 
Highway. These valleys feature creeks and tributaries that would have provided reliable water 
sources for people inhabiting the area in the past. The majority of sites are recorded within close 
proximity to a watercourse. A number of sites are recorded in association with the Aboriginal place, 
The Gully. This area features a permanent water source and its location within the Kedumba Valley 
would have provided some protection against inclement weather for Aboriginal people camping there. 

The number of sites registered within the search area is considerately lower than a comparable 
search area within the Cumberland Plain. There are various reasons as to why there are so few sites 
recorded within the search area. One explanation is related to the occupation trends of the Blue 
Mountains. It is generally accepted that people first started occupying the region regularly around 
12000 to 14000 years ago (Bowdler 1981). A hiatus is suggested to have occurred followed by an 
intensification of occupation around 3000 to 4000 years ago (Bowdler 1981). Stockton noted that the 
distribution of sites and therefore nature of occupation varied between the lower, middle and upper 
Blue Mountains (Stockton 1970 in Bowdler 1981). Sites are generally more abundant in the lower 
Blue Mountains suggesting more continuous occupation (c. 200-440 metres above sea level). The 
number of sites declines in the middle and upper Blue Mountains (c. 400-700 metres above sea level, 
700- 900 metres above sea level) suggesting that occupation of these high elevations was more 
spasmodic (Bowdler 1981: 102). These observations have been supported by the early European 
settler’s accounts of indigenous people in the region (Bowdler 1981). More Aboriginal people were 
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found to live in the foothills to the east and west of the Blue Mountains than in the upper reaches of 
the alpine region. Therefore considering that the elevation of Katoomba is 1 017 metres above sea 
level this high altitude could explain the paucity of Aboriginal sites recorded in the region. 

Another explanation for the low number of registered sites in the AHIMS search area is related to the 
number of heritage surveys conducted in the region. The Cumberland Plain has been the foci of 
industrial and urban expansion in recent years. This has necessitated many heritage surveys which 
have in turn identified and excavated numerous sites within the region. Given the lack of such activity 
in the Blue Mountains this could explain why there are fewer sites recorded within the current search 
area. 

An Aboriginal Place, The Gully, has been recorded within the search area. An Aboriginal place is 
declared under s.84 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 by the Minister, because the Minister 
is of the opinion that the place is or was of special significance with respect to Aboriginal culture (OEH 
2010). The Gully is located to the south of the study area and comprises three areas in the upper 
Kedumba Valley. It forms a nearly continuous green corridor between the Great Western Highway to 
the north and the escarpment at Katoomba Falls in the south. The area was originally an important 
meeting and camping place for Aboriginal people before European settlement of the area (OEH 
2013). Post 1788 the Gundungurra people established a permanent residential settlement in the Gully 
in which they could live independently outside the control of the NSW Government’s Aboriginal 
Protection Board (OEH 2013). Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people continued to live in the Gully until 
they were forcibly removed in the 1950s to make way for the Catalina Racing Circuit (Allen Lance 
2005). Today the Gully remains a significant place for Aboriginal people who lived there as well as 
their relatives and descendants. 

3.3.1 AHIMS Sites within the Study Area 

Only one AHIMS registered site is located within the study area. AHIMS #45-4-0969 (SP 1) is 
recorded approximately 2.3 kilometres south east of Mount Victoria. This site consists of a scarred 
tree, and was recorded in January 2000.  The recorded location of a second site (AHIMS #45-4-0980) 
is approximately 100m to the south-west and appears to be a duplicate recording, as the description 
is the same.  This site is a Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis) approximately 15m in height.  The scar is 
on the eastern side of the tree and is approximately 2m in length and 0.25m in width, and is described 
as a possible cultural scar. 

The location of the tree is said to be about 30m from an unsealed vehicle access track running 
parallel with the western side of the Great Western Highway, and in association with a power 
easement.  It is at the point of greatest elevation within the area of the study being undertaken at that 
time.  This description corresponds with the recorded location of AHIMS #45-4-0969 rather than 
AHIMS #45-4-0980, and it is probable that this second recorded location is incorrect.  The site is likely 
to have been identified during an archaeological assessment of the proposed realignment of the 
Great Western Highway at Soldier’s Pinch.  However, a copy of the relevant report could not be found 
through the AHIMS database. 
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Figure 8: Results of the AHIMS search. 

Page 17
	



       

   
 

  

 
 

    
    

 
    

    
 

 
    

  
  

 
  

   
  

 
 

  
   

    
  

  
 

   
  

 
  

     
 

 
     

   
  

 
  

    

     
 

Great Western Highway, Katoomba to Mount Victoria:: Archaeological Survey Report
	

3.4 Overview of Previous Archaeological Investigations 

Indigenous Heritage Assessment, Proposed Mount Victoria to Katoomba Transfer Scheme 
Rising Main REF, Blue Mountains, NSW. Report to RTA. L Syme 2001 

Lance Syme (2001) conducted an assessment as part of a proposed rising main development 
between Katoomba and Mount Victoria, including sections of the current study area. No Aboriginal 
objects or sites were identified. The area surveyed had generally been subject to high levels of 
disturbance, as the proposed route of the rising main was largely confined to unsealed roads, sealed 
roads and footpaths, gutters and property boundaries characterised by heavily landscaped lawns and 
verges. 

Assessment of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Values of the Greater Blue Mountains World 
Heritage Area: A Report for the Department of Environment and Water Resources. Tacon et al 

2007 

A comprehensive assessment of the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of the Greater Blue Mountains 
World Heritage Area (GBMWHA) was conducted by Taçon et al. in 2007 The study was part of a 
larger series of reports in response to a proposal to place the GBMWHA on the National Heritage List. 
The project was conceived as a long-term study of seven to ten years, involving fieldwork and 
extensive ongoing community consultation. Many new and highly significant sites were discovered 
and recorded as part of the project, including shelters, rock art, open lithic scatters and axe grinding 
grooves. A comparative analysis was undertaken of the motif frequency in the GBMWHA and the 
Sydney Basin. 

Archaeological survey and cultural heritage assessment, North Katoomba Substation 
Upgrade. Report to Integral Energy. Comber Consultants 2006 

In 2006 Comber Consultants undertook an assessment at Medlow Bath prior to an upgrade of the 
existing electrical substation approximately four kilometres east of the current study area. An open 
artefact scatter consisting of four chert flakes and two isolated finds were located on an east west 
plateau overlooking Katoomba and Greaves Creeks. 

Preliminary Environmental Investigation, Great Western Highway Upgrade Mt Victoria to 
Lithgow. Comber Consultants 2009. 

Comber Consultants were commissioned by the then Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) to conduct 
an Aboriginal heritage assessment of the Great Western Highway between Mount Victoria and 
Lithgow. The assessment area extended from the north of the current study area near Browntown 
Oval to the west of the McKanes Falls Road Junction, South Bowenfels, to the south of Lithgow. 
Comber developed a predictive model for the area based on the premise that different landforms 
were used for different activities. The archaeological sensitivity of landforms was then derived from 
the current data available. Landforms with high sensitivity include ridgelines, spur crests and saddles, 
alluvial terraces and associated alluvial channels and creeklines. Areas of medium sensitivity include 
foot slopes and steep slopes or colluvial areas. Areas of low sensitivity were identified as towns and 
villages and road reserves. 

Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment: Feeder 805 between Katoomba North Substation and 
Blackheath Substation. Report to Endeavour Energy. Comber Consultants 2011 

Comber Consultants conducted an Aboriginal heritage assessment for the proposed installation of an 
Optic Fibre Ground Wire above the existing conductors of an electricity transmission line between 
Katoomba North Transmission Substation and Blackheath Zone Substation, which is located around 
1.5 kilometres east of the current study area. They surveyed the sites of proposed excavation for 
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proposed new poles and earth wires and identified one small artefact scatter which consisted of two 
artefacts. 

Review of Environmental Factors Forty Bends Upgrade, Comber Consultants 2012 

This report presents the results of the testing of eight potential archaeological deposits (PADs) 
undertaken in regards to the Forty Bends upgrade, on the Great Western Highway to the west of the 
present study area. The main aim of the test excavation program was to test the predictive model 
proposed for the area by Comber (2009) and refined by Comber and Stening (2012). This predictive 
model identified areas of archaeological potential based on landform, distance to water and 
disturbance levels. Areas of high potential included ridge crests, spur crests and saddles, alluvial 
terraces and associated channels, second and third order streams and creek lines. Areas of medium 
potential included foot slopes, undulating mid slope, steep slopes or colluvial areas, first order 
streams, floodplain or flat areas and dissected gorges. Areas of low potential were identified as areas 
around low order streams and any areas heavily disturbed by agricultural or other activates including 
towns, villages and road reserves. 

Eight PADs were excavated within areas of medium archaeological sensitivity. Areas of low sensitivity 
were not considered necessary to test. This included previous routes of the Great Western Highway 
and disturbed road reserve. Of the eight PADs excavated three artefacts were collected from one 50 
metre by 50 metre test pit. The artefacts consisted of chert which would have been locally available in 
cobbles of shallow outcrops. The site was located at the confluence of two low order water courses 
and indicates that the frequency of Aboriginal sites in the Forty Bends area is lower than the 
frequency and size of sites at the head of the valley. 

3.4.1 Overview of previous archaeological investigations within the study area 

Artefact Heritage was commissioned by Roads and Maritime to conduct a preliminary Aboriginal 
heritage constraints analysis to assist Roads and Maritime with the development of options for 
upgrades to the Great Western Highway between Westwood Way, Katoomba and Victoria Falls 
Road, Mount Victoria. The aim of this analysis was to identify potential Aboriginal heritage constraints 
within the study area and provide advice regarding future actions that may be required once a 
preferred option had been selected. This assessment incorporated the entirety of the current study 
area. 

The desktop study identified areas of potential within the assessment area and the locations of three 
previously identified sites within the study area. It provided several predictive statements for the study 
area based on the results of an AHIMS extensive site search, previous studies in the Upper Blue 
Mountains and disturbance levels. These are outlined below (Section 4.1). 
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4.0 PREDICTIONS 

4.1 Previous Predictive Models for the Area 

Assumptions about Aboriginal land use are based on archaeological data in the local area, on 
observations made by European settlers in the area, and on information about the natural resources 
that would have been available. 

Predictive models of Aboriginal occupation in the Upper Blue Mountains indicate that the area was 
used intermittently as people moved between places of interest and for ceremonial purposes. The 
cold climatic conditions in the area may not have been conducive to long-term occupation (Stockton 
and Holland 1974; Bowdler 1981; Pearson 1981; Haglund 1990; Mclntyre 1990). 

These assumptions are based on archaeological investigations conducted in the Upper Blue 
Mountains, which are limited. Most have been undertaken prior to infrastructure or residential 
development and have a narrow focus. Regional studies have not been conducted and information in 
this area is, as a result, sporadic. As the body of information is added to, these predictive models will 
be refined. 

Comber Consultant’s Predictive Model 

From earlier predictive models, recent archaeological data and environmental information, Comber 
Consultant’s (2012: 35) summarised and refined the predictive model for the Upper Blue Mountains. 
The model assumes that different landforms were used for different activities and predicts that: 

 At the head of open valleys, where there was access to the plateau and where there were upland 

swamp resources, major site complexes are likely to have existed. 

 In areas above major creek lines and around swamps large sites are likely to be found. 

 The areas above tributaries are likely to contain small sites. 

 Elevated positions above creeks and swamps are likely to contain small, sparse artefact scatters 

and/or axe grinding grooves. 

 Rock art sites and rock shelters that might contain evidence of occupation will be located within 

sandstone escarpments. 

 Scarred trees may be located in areas of old growth woodland and in association with artefact 

scatters. 

 Aboriginal people traditionally used ridgelines, creek lines and valley corridors for travel and sites, 

and Aboriginal occupation will often be located in such areas. 

Comber (2012: 36) also identified which landforms had high, medium or low archaeological potential
	
based on recorded site densities. Landforms of high archaeological potential, that is, areas that are 

predicted to contain the greatest number of sites, include:
	

 Ridge crests.
	

 Spur crests and saddles.
	

 Alluvial terraces and associated alluvial channels.
	

 Second and third order streams.
	

 Creek lines.
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Landforms of medium archaeological potential, that is, areas in which it is likely to find some sites, 
include: 

 Footslopes. 

 Undulating mid slope. 

 Steep slopes/colluvial. 

 Fist order streams. 

 Floodplain/flat. 

 Dissected gorges. 

Landforms of low archaeological potential, that is, in areas where it is unlikely that sites will be 
located, include: 

 Low order stream lines 

 Towns. 

 Villages. 

 Road reserves. 

 Areas heavily disturbed by agricultural or other activities. 

The Mapping Country Project 

The Mapping Country Project for the GBMWHA commenced in 2005 with aims that included the 
assessment of the current knowledge of Aboriginal cultural values in the study area, and the 
development of a computer-based data management system for an Aboriginal Cultural Knowledge 
Database (ACKD) (Merson and Hooper 2006). The study area encompassed the Blue Mountains 
plateau, the areas known as the Blue Labyrinth, and the Kedumba, Grose and Megalong Valleys 
including an area around Mt Wilson. The ACKB allowed the Aboriginal community to both identify 
existing heritage sites listed on the AHIMS database or on Council land, and add new sites and 
places with culturally specific information (Merson & Hooper 2006: 9). 

A second element of the software application was the development of the Aboriginal Sites Predictive 
Modelling (ASPM) tool. Two spatial products were derived from the ASPM system: a predictive model 
of archaeological features, and resource accessibility maps based on modelling the locations within 
the study area where Aboriginal people accessed plant resources (Merson and Hooper 2006: 10). 
The project involved detailed desktop survey and analysis of the known archaeological sites of the 
study area and the production of Aboriginal Cultural Landscape Maps. 

As concluded by Merson and Hooper (2006: 20) the Mapping Country project provides tools whereby 
management decisions in relation to Aboriginal heritage can be more readily discussed and agreed 
upon. This is achieved through the use of common GIS maps that are linked to a culturally 
appropriate database of Aboriginal community knowledge and values, and will ultimately benefit 
genuine partnership and co-management. The results of the Mapping Country project were not 
available at the time this report was prepared. 

Artefact Heritage Preliminary Heritage Constraints Analysis 

Artefact Heritage conducted a desktop study to identify potential heritage constraints within an area 
slightly larger than the current study area. The study identified areas of high, moderate and low 
potential within the assessment area associated with landform, distance to water and disturbance. 
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It provided several predictive statements for the study area based on the results of an AHIMS 
extensive site search, previous studies in the Upper Blue Mountains and disturbance levels. 

These statements were as follows: 

 Stone artefact scatters of isolated finds are the most likely Aboriginal site type to be identified and 

are most likely to be found in close proximity to water. 

 It is likely that grinding grooves, shelters and art sites may occur in areas where sandstone 

outcrops are available. 

 Shelters are likely to occur where these sandstone outcrops form an overhang. Artefacts, PADs 

and art may occur in association with shelters. 

 Where old growth mature vegetation occurs it is likely that scarred trees may also occur. 

 Aboriginal sites are likely to be located on high ground such as ridges, spurs and saddles. 

Areas of high archaeological potential were considered to be those in which intact archaeological 
material is likely to be found. Areas of high archaeological sensitivity were identified within the Blue 
Mountains World Heritage Area and National Park and within 50 metres of waterways. Sections of 
low archaeological sensitivity were identified in urban areas and in areas that have obviously been 
impacted by routes of the Great Western Highway and the rail corridor. 

4.2 Predictive Statements 

The above predictive models indicate that the present study area is likely to be of low archaeological 
potential, as it is located within the road corridor.  This indication is supported by the results of the 
additional desktop research undertaken for the present study.  Overall, the following predictive 
statements can be made: 

	 Aboriginal archaeological sites are unlikely to be present within the majority of the study area, as it 

has been subject to substantial ground disturbance for the construction and maintenance of the 

Great Western Highway. 

	 If discrete parts of the study area have been subject to lower levels of ground disturbance, there is 

some possibility that Aboriginal objects may be present.  These are likely to comprise stone 

artefacts in low densities. 
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5.0 FIELD INVESTIGATION 

5.1 Survey Methodology and Limitations 

A survey of the study area was conducted by Fenella Atkinson and Claire Rayner (Artefact Heritage), 
and Steve Randall and Steven Knight (DLALC) on 2 and 3 July 2015. The survey was undertaken in 
accordance with Stage 2 of the Roads and Maritime PACHCI and the OEH code of practice. 

Survey units were established based on the concept design sections listed in Table 1. The survey 
units are slightly larger than the concept design sections to allow for potential changes to the concept 
design and the addition of ancillary locations within the study area. However, they did not extend 
beyond the present road corridor.  The survey units and their corresponding section are listed in 
Table 3 below. 

A targeted sample survey was conducted throughout the study area. Areas known to have been 
subject to particularly high levels of previous ground disturbance, being the Medlow Bath and 
Blackheath town centres, were surveyed only in part.  In addition, some small sections of the study 
area were considered not to be safe to survey, as the road shoulder was narrow. All survey units 
were covered on foot. Areas of exposed ground within the survey units were inspected to identify any 
stone artefacts or other traces of Aboriginal occupation. Mature trees were inspected for evidence of 
cultural scarring or carving. Previously recorded sites within the study area were revisited. 

A handheld Global Positioning System (GPS) was used to track the path of the surveyors, relocate 
previously recorded sites and to record the geographical coordinates of features within the study 
area. Aerial photographs and topographic maps were carried by survey team members. 

A photographic record was kept of all sections of the study area. Photographs were taken to 
represent the landform unit, vegetation communities, objects of interest and levels of disturbance. 
Scales were used for photographs where appropriate. 

5.1.1 Site Definition 

An Aboriginal site is generally defined as an Aboriginal object or place. An Aboriginal object is the 

material evidence of Aboriginal land use, such as stone tools, scarred trees or rock art. Some sites, or
	
Aboriginal places can also be intangible and although they might not be visible, these places have 

cultural significance to Aboriginal people.
	

OEH guidelines state in regard to site definition that one or more of the following criteria must be used
	
when recording material traces of Aboriginal land use: 


 The spatial extent of the visible objects, or direct evidence of their location.
	

 Obvious physical boundaries where present, e.g. mound site and middens (if visibility is good), a 


ceremonial ground. 

 Identification by the Aboriginal community on the basis of cultural information. 

For the purposes of this study an Aboriginal site was defined by recording the spatial extent of visible 
traces or the direct evidence of their location. 
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Table 3: Survey units. 

Survey Unit Section Location 

Section A Katoomba (Bathurst Street) to Medlow Bath (Station Street)Section B 

Section C & start Medlow Bath (Station Street) to Blackheath (Leichhardt Street) of Section D 

Part of Section Blackheath township (Leichhardt Street to Station Street) D 

Part of Section Blackheath (Station Street) to Mount Victoria (Browntown Oval entrance) D & Section E 

Figure 9: Survey units. 
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5.2 Survey Results 

5.2.1 Effective Survey Coverage 

The survey covered all four survey units. The area covered by the survey is illustrated in Figure 9. 
The effective survey coverage is summarised in Table 4. Visibility was generally low across the study 
area; this was due in large part to the fact that the study area includes the Great Western Highway. 
Therefore much of the study area was obscured by the road and shoulder surfaces, paved footpaths, 
and fill deriving from the construction of the road. 

Table 4: Effective survey coverage. 

Survey
Unit Landform Survey unit

area (m2) Visibility (%) Exposure (%) 
Effective 
Survey
Coverage (m2) 

Effective 
Coverage 
(%) 

1 Ridge 483653 5 5 1209 0.25 

2 Ridge 269601 5 5 674 0.25 

3 Ridge 59523 5 5 149 0.25 

4 Ridge 320245 5 10 1601 0.5 

5.2.2 Survey Observations 

5.2.2.1 Survey Unit 1 

Survey Unit 1 extends north from the Bathurst Road overpass near Katoomba to the intersection of 
the Great Western Highway and Station Street just north of Medlow Bath. Survey Unit 1 corresponds 
to Sections A and B of the proposed works. The eastern side of the road corridor was generally 
inaccessible due to the proximity of the rail corridor to the road (Plate 1). Visibility was impeded by the 
road, dense vegetation adjacent to the road and leaf litter (Plate 2). 

Areas of exposure were inspected but no Aboriginal objects were identified. The vegetation was 
generally considered to be young and mature trees were rare. Disturbance was noted throughout the 
survey unit related to the location of utilities and infrastructure along the Great Western Highway. 
These included the rail corridor, drainage culverts, overhead power lines and underground utilities 
(Plate 3). A partially sealed path was located along the western side of the Great Western Highway. 
The unsealed portions of this path featured good exposures and high visibility however no Aboriginal 
objects were identified (Plate 4). 
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Plate 1: Railway line along eastern side of Plate 2: Poor visibility within Survey Unit 1. 
Great Western Highway, Survey Unit 1. 

Plate 3: Culvert on western side of Great Plate 4: Unsealed section of pedestrian path, 
Western Highway, Survey Unit 1. Survey Unit 1. 

5.2.2.2 Survey Unit 2 

Survey Unit 2 continues north from Survey Unit 1 to 50 metres south of Leichhardt Street, Blackheath. 
Survey Unit 2 corresponds to approximately to Section C, including the start of Section D, of the 
proposed works. Survey Unit 2 encompasses the Great Western Highway as well as the railway line 
running along its western side. Visibility was generally low throughout the survey unit with rare 
exposures occurring near the sealed road (Plate 5). An unsealed road running along the western side 
of the railway line featured excellent visibility and high exposure, however no Aboriginal objects were 
identified (Plate 6). Disturbances were observed in relation to the construction and maintenance of 
the Great Western Highway, underground services, drainage infrastructure and overhead power lines 
(Plate 7). The vegetation within the survey unit was generally young, however some areas of more 
mature vegetation were observed along the eastern side of the Great Western Highway. No culturally 
modified trees were identified. 
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Plate 5: Low visibility, Survey Unit 2. Plate 6: Area of exposure, Survey Unit 2. 

Plate 7: Underground services, Survey Unit 2. 

5.2.2.3 Survey Unit 3 

Survey Unit 3 runs north from Survey Unit 2 until Station Street, Blackheath, and corresponds to the 
central portion of Section D of the proposed works. This survey unit features a high degree of 
modification due to the construction of the Great Western Highway, the railway line and the town 
centre of Blackheath. Visibility is generally nil due and exposures are rare. Disturbance is high 
throughout the survey area linked to the previously mentioned modifications. 

5.2.2.4 Survey Unit 4 

Survey Unit 4 encompasses the northern portion of the study area from Station Street, Blackheath to 
the entrance to Browntown Oval, Mount Victoria. This survey unit corresponds to the final portion of 
Section D and Section E of the proposed works. Visibility within the survey unit was generally limited 
to exposures along the side of the Great Western Highway and unsealed paths (Plate 8). Major 
landform modification was evident towards the northern portion of the survey unit where the Great 
Western Highway has been cut into the natural rock (Plate 9). Other forms of disturbance such as 
overhead powerlines and underground services were also noted (Plate 10). 

One AHIMS site was located within Survey Unit 4. AHIMS site # 45-4-0969 (SP 1) is recorded as a 
scarred tree. Upon inspection of the recorded coordinates of the site, the tree was not relocated. The 
coordinates within an area that has been subject to impact by previous realignment of this section of 
the Great Western Highway. The vegetation within this area consisted mainly of low scrub with no 
mature vegetation (Plate 11). 
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Another AHIMS site, #45-4-0980 (SP 1), with the same site name and description as site #45-4-0969 
is located on the other side of the Great Western Highway, 16 metres east of the eastern boundary of 
the study area. The location of this site was also inspected as it is likely that these sites are referring 
to the same tree due to a recording error (see Section 3.3). The recorded coordinates of AHIMS site 
#45-4-0980 are located within a steep slope on the eastern site of the Great Western Highway. On 
inspection the trees in the area appear to be too young to be culturally scarred and no mature trees 
were observed in the area. 

A scarred tree is currently on display at the Mount Boyce lookout (Plate 12). The signage explains 
that the scarred tree was removed to this location in advance of the recent Soldiers Pinch roadworks.  
It is probable that the tree on display is AHIMS #45-4-0969.  This location is immediately to the west 
of the study area. 

Plate 8: Good visibility along unsealed tracks, Plate 9: Major landform modification, Survey 
Survey Unit 4. Unit 4. 

Plate 10: Underground services, Survey Unit 4 Plate 11: Recorded location of AHIMS # 45-4-
0969, Survey Unit 4. 
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Plate 12: Probable current location of AHIMS 
#45-4-0969 at Mount Boyce Lookout, Survey 
Unit 4. 

5.2.3 Summary of Results 

There were no new sites recorded during the survey. AHIMS site # 45-4-0969 was not relocated at its 
registered location, and has likely been removed to the Mount Boyce lookout. 

Visibility within the study area was generally low and limited to tracks and paths or clearings along the 
Great Western Highway. Landforms within the study area are highly modified. These modifications ae 
generally relate to the construction and maintenance of the Great Western Highway and adjacent 
railway line, and service lines and easements, as well as the Blackheath and Medlow Bath town 
centres. 
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6.0 ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

6.1 Disturbance Levels 

Previous ground disturbance levels were high throughout the study area. This disturbance was 
generally related to the construction and maintenance of the Great Western Highway, which in some 
places has involved major landform modifications. Other sources of disturbance include underground 
services, overhead power lines and associated tracks, and infrastructure associated with the urban 
centres of Blackheath and Medlow Bath. 

6.2 LALC Heritage Report 

Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council (DLALC) provided a heritage report regarding the project. A 
copy of the report is included as Appendix 1.  In summary, the report found that most of the study 
area was highly disturbed, and no Aboriginal cultural materials were identified; no objection was 
raised to the proposed development. 

6.3 Identified Aboriginal Archaeological Sites 

The registered location of one previously recorded site is within the study area.  This site is the 
scarred tree AHIMS #45-4-0969 (SP1).  It is considered likely that this site was removed as part of 
previous roadworks, and is the tree presently displayed at the Mount Boyce lookout.  This second 
location is not within the study area. 

No further Aboriginal objects were identified within the study area as a result of the investigation 
undertaken for the present report. 

6.4 Analysis of Archaeological Potential 

Archaeological potential is closely related to the levels of ground disturbance in the area. Other 
factors are also taken into account, such as whether artefacts were located on the surface, and 
whether the area is within a sensitive land form unit according to the predictive statements for the 
area. 

The study area is located within the Great Western Highway road corridor. This area is generally 
found to be highly disturbed. Various types of disturbance were noted throughout the study area. 
Major landform modifications associated with previous expansion and realignment of the highway 
include cutting into the natural rock and clearance of vegetation on either side of the road corridor. 
Other types of disturbance are associated with the maintenance of the highway occur in the form of 
drainage channels and culverts that have disturbed any deposits that may have existed within the 
road corridor. The comparison of historical aerial photographs from 1973 with 2015 photographs 
indicates that much of the vegetation occurring along the road corridor is relatively young and largely 
consists of recent regrowth. The town centres of Blackheath and Medlow Bath feature extensive 
disturbance with little to no areas of the natural land surface visible. 

According to the predictive models reviewed above, different landforms are generally associated with 
different types and frequencies of archaeological sites (Section 4.0). The study area largely 
corresponds to a north-south trending ridge line. This type of landform is generally considered to have 
high archaeological potential. However, the models also note that the archaeological potential of road 
corridors is low, as a result of previous ground disturbance along these alignments.  The results of the 
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investigation undertaken for the present study support this interpretation, and it is considered that the 
archaeological potential of the study area is low. 
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7.0 SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT 

7.1 Assessment Criteria 

Archaeological significance refers to the archaeological or scientific importance of a landscape, site or 
area. This is characterised using archaeological criteria such as archaeological research potential, 
representativeness and rarity of the archaeological resource and potential for educational values. 
These are outlined below: 

 Research potential: does the evidence suggest any potential to contribute to an understanding of 

the area and/or region and/or state’s natural and cultural history? 

 Representativeness: how much variability (outside and/or inside the subject area) exists, what is 

already conserved, how much connectivity is there? 

	 Rarity: is the subject area important in demonstrating a distinctive way of life, custom, process, 

land-use, function or design no longer practised? Is it in danger of being lost or of exceptional 

interest? 

	 Education potential: does the subject area contain teaching sites or sites that might have teaching 

potential? 

Any areas of cultural significance identified by DLALC in their review of this report will be added to the 
final version. 

7.2 Archaeological Significance Assessment 

The study area has been assessed as highly disturbed and modified. There were no Aboriginal 
objects identified within the study area. One scarred tree (# 45-4-0969, SP 1) was recorded within the 
study area but is longer located at the coordinates registered on AHIMS, and is not within the study 
area. Therefore the archaeological resource and potential of the study area has been assessed as 
low, and there is little potential for archaeological research or education. Given the previous 
disturbance of the study area, it is not considered to be representative of the past Aboriginal 
occupation of the Blue Mountains. 

7.3 Cultural Significance 

The Aboriginal cultural heritage values associated with the study area are generally a matter for 
assessment by the local Aboriginal community.  The report provided by Deerubbin LALC did not 
identify any Aboriginal heritage values within the study area. 
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8.0 IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

8.1 Proposed Development 

Roads and Maritime proposes to undertake works along that section of the Great Western Highway 
between Katoomba and Mount Victoria in order to improve safety along the highway.  The works are 
summarised in Table 5. 

Table 5:	  Summary of the proposed works. 

Section Proposed works 

A Katoomba (Rowan Lane) to 
Medlow Bath (Foy Avenue) 

Upgrade of directional signage and delineation.
	
Relocation of overtaking lane merges to safer locations. (at 

Bathurst Road and to the south of the intersection with Foy
	
Avenue)
	
Piping of the open drainage channel near the Explorers
	
Tree memorial.
	
Installation of suitable safety barriers next to roadside
	
hazards.
	
Two metre wide sealed road shoulders.
	
Painted central median up to 1.2 metres wide.
	
Installation of profile line marking (rural sections only).
	

B		 Medlow Bath township (Foy 
Avenue to 150m south of Station 
Street) 

Two metre wide sealed road shoulders.
	
Painted central median up to 1.2 metres wide and painted
	
edgeline to improve delineation of traffic lanes and the 

nearby parking.
	
Relocation of the 70km/h after the Bellevue Crescent 

intersection (extending the 60km/h speed limit across the 

entry/exit to Bellevue Crescent).
	
Provision of a protected right turn bay at Bellevue
	
Crescent.
	
Piping of the open drainage channel next to the United
	
petrol station.
	
Improve access arrangements at the United petrol station.
	
Relocation of the bus stop and pedestrian refuge at the 

rail station further east (with kerb blisters for the 

pedestrian refuge).
	
Relocation of overtaking lane merge to a safer location.
	
Redirective kerb along the central median to improve 

vehicle direction over the rail bridge.
	
Wire rope safety barrier (eastbound approach) to the rail
	
bridge.
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Section Proposed works 

Medlow Bath (110m north of 
Station Street) to Blackheath 
(Evans Lookout Road) 

Relocation of overtaking lane merges to a safer location. 

Two metre wide sealed road shoulders.
	
Painted central median up to 1.5 metres wide.
	
Upgrade of directional signage and delineation.
	
Installation of profile line marking (rural sections only).
	
Realignment of sections of carriageway to straighten
	
some curves.
	
Installation of safety barrier nearby to roadside hazards.
	
Utility pole relocations.
	

D		 Blackheath township (Evans 
Lookout Road to 230m north of 
Radiance Avenue) 

Installation of safety barriers (or redirective kerb) at
	
suitable locations to provide protection against roadside
	
hazards.
	
Relocation of the overtaking lane start and end merges to
	
a safer location and double barrier lines to prevent 

overtaking where there are no overtaking lanes.
	
A range of intersection improvements and changes to
	
access (see specific details below).
	
Two metre wide sealed road shoulder (where suitable and 

possible).
	
Painted central median one metre - 1.2 metres wide (on 

approaches to the township).
	
Two metre wide sealed road shoulders.
	
Painted central median one metre - 1.2 metres wide.
	
Provision of a protected right turn bay for access to the
	
cemetery.
	
Provision of left in/left out only access at the Radiance 

Avenue side road access.
	

E		 Blackheath (230m north of 
Radiance Avenue) to Mount 
Victoria (entrance to Browntown 
Oval) 

Two metre wide sealed road shoulder (where suitable and 

possible).
	
Painted central median one metre - 1.2 metres wide
	
Painted traffic island at exit /entry and improved lane line
	
marking at Mount Boyce HVCS.
	
Signage for Mount Boyce HVCS access left lane from the
	
eastbound approach.
	
Upgrade to safety barrier delineation through Soldiers
	
Pinch.
	
Extension of painted chevrons on shoulder area before 

entry to Browntown Oval.
	

8.2 Potential Aboriginal Heritage Impact 

No Aboriginal objects or areas of Aboriginal archaeological potential have been identified within the 
study area, which comprises the existing road corridor.  It is considered unlikely that the proposed 
works will have an impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage. 
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9.0 MANAGEMENT AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

9.1 Guiding Principles 

The overall guiding principle for cultural heritage management is that where possible Aboriginal sites 
should be conserved. If conservation is not practicable, measures should be taken to mitigate against 
impacts to Aboriginal sites. 

The nature of the mitigation measures recommended is based on the assessed significance of the 
site or sites. The final recommendations would also be informed by cultural significance, which will be 
discussed by DLALC in their survey report. 

9.2 Statutory Requirements 

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 

The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act), administered by the OEH, provides statutory 
protection for all Aboriginal ‘objects’ (consisting of any material evidence of the Aboriginal occupation 
of NSW) under Section 90 of the Act, and for ‘Aboriginal Places’ (areas of cultural significance to the 
Aboriginal community) under Section 84. 

The protection provided to Aboriginal objects applies irrespective of the level of their significance or 
issues of land tenure. However, areas are only gazetted as Aboriginal Places if the Minister is 
satisfied that sufficient evidence exists to demonstrate that the location was and/or is, of special 
significance to Aboriginal culture. 

The NPW Act was amended in 2010 and as a result the legislative structure for seeking permission to 
impact on heritage items has changed. A Section 90 permit is now the only Aboriginal Heritage 
Impact Permit (AHIP) available and is granted by the OEH. Various factors are considered by OEH in 
the AHIP application process, such as site significance, Aboriginal consultation requirements, ESD 
principles, project justification and consideration of alternatives. The penalties and fines for damaging 
or defacing an Aboriginal object have also increased. 

As part of the administration of Part 6 of the Act OEH, regulatory guidelines on Aboriginal consultation 
are in place, which are outlined in the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for 
Proponents (2010). Guidelines are also in place for the processes of due diligence as outlined in the 
Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (2010) in accordance 
with the 2010 amendment to the Act. 

There are no gazetted Aboriginal Places within the proposal areas. There is one Aboriginal object 
(AHIMS #45-4-0969) recorded within the study area, however it is probable that this object has since 
been relocated and is now situated outside the study area. All Aboriginal objects, whether recorded or 
not, are protected under the Act. 

9.3 Management Strategies and Mitigation Measures 

Strategies for the management of Aboriginal heritage during works which have the potential to impact 
this heritage are generally developed in conjunction with the local Aboriginal community.  Mitigation 
measures recommended vary depending on the assessment of archaeological significance of the 
Aboriginal site which is based on its research potential, rarity, representativeness and educational 
value. In general the significance of a site would involve the following mitigation measures: 
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	 Low archaeological significance – Conservation where possible. An AHIP would be required to 

impact the site before works can commence. 

	 Moderate archaeological significance – Conservation where possible. If conservation was not 

practicable further archaeological investigation would be required such salvage excavations or 

surface collection under an AHIP. 

	 High archaeological significance – Conservation as a priority. An AHIP would be required only if 

other practical alternatives have been discounted. Conditions of this AHIP would depend on the 

nature of the site, but may include removal and preservation of scarred trees, or comprehensive 

salvage excavations. 

The current assessment has established that the study area has been highly disturbed and modified. 
It is assessed as having low archaeological potential and significance.  The management 
recommendations below are therefore based on two key issues: 

	 Aboriginal objects, even if unrecorded and unexpected, remain protected by the National Parks 

and Wildlife Act 1974. 

	 The recorded location of AHIMS #45-4-0969 is within the study area, although the actual site is 

now located elsewhere. An update will be submitted to the AHIMS registrar, following which the 

registered location of the site will no longer be within the study area. 

9.4 Recommendations 

The following recommendations were based on consideration of: 


 Statutory requirements under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.
	

 The results of the background research, site survey and assessment.
	

 The interests of DLALC.
	

 The likely impacts of the proposed development.  


It was found that:
	

	 There were no previously unrecorded Aboriginal sites identified within the study area. 

	 The registered location of one previously recorded site (AHIMS #45-4-0969, SP 1) is within 

the study area.  However, the results of the survey indicate that the site has been moved from 

the registered coordinates and is no longer within the study area. 

 The study area is located along a highly disturbed road and rail corridor. 

 There are no Aboriginal heritage items, places or areas of moderate or high archaeological 

potential located within the study area. 

 There are no likely impacts to Aboriginal heritage as a result of the proposed works within the 

study area. 
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It is therefore recommended that: 

	 There are no Aboriginal heritage constraints on the proposal and no further archaeological 

investigation is required. 

	 An updated site card would be submitted to the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management 

System registrar for the site AHIMS # 45-4-0969 (SP 1) to reflect its current status. 

	 Should the project design change, and areas not assessed by this study are to be impacted, 

further archaeological assessment would be required. 

	 An Aboriginal heritage induction would be included in the overall project induction delivered to 

all team members. 

	 Should Aboriginal objects be located at any stage within the study area, work in the vicinity 

should stop immediately and the Roads and Maritime Standard Management Procedure: 

Unexpected heritage items (2015) should be followed. 

	 If human remains are located during any works associated with the project within the study 

area the Roads and Maritime Standard Management Procedure: Unexpected heritage items 

(2015) should be followed. 
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