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Present Peter Strang 

Steve Stephens  

Doug Lysaught 

Sue Lysaught 

Henri Schneebeli 

Barrie Brown 

David Aber 

Lou Swan 

John Tramby 

Claudia Gall  

Leo Reiner 

Belinda Pring 

Paul Assef 

Peter Cooper 

Bill Grose 

Rodney Brazel 

Karen Shearer 

Tammy Elbourne 

Col Thomas 

Meryl Dillon 

Brian Mansfield 

 

Matthew Francisco - RTA  

Robert Ausling – RTA 

Frank Napolitano – SKM 

Joanne McNeill - SKM  

David Appleby – CM+ 

Steve O’Rourke – Environmental 
Management Representative 

Claire Brandenburger – SKM 

Apologies   

Distribution All above and: 

Allan Woods 

Lloyd Munro 

Neville Mitchell 
 
 

Item  

1 Welcome and agenda 
 April Guise, RTA Communication Officer, will attend the next meeting. 
 Wayde Hazelton (RTA signage) will also attend the next meeting, and will be 

available to discuss general signage related questions. 

 

2 Report on actions arising from last meeting 
 MFrancisco – contact Noelene Briggs-Smith inviting her to the CLG meeting on 

12 May. Outcome – Noelene has accepted the invitation. 
 FNapolitano – consider the issue of lighting at the pedestrian refuges with respect 
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to pedestrian safety. Progress – lighting will be considered during detailed design.
 MFrancisco – as a matter of priority, arrange a meeting between the RTA and 

Council to discuss the various issues that have arisen to date and with a view to 
progressing a decision on the location of the tennis courts. Progress – meeting 
with Council has been arranged for 5 May. 

 RAusling – liaise with the Family Day Care centre regarding their concerns about 
potential noise, disruption and access issues during the construction phase. 
Outcome – RAusling discussed issues with a representative and these will be 
considered in detail in the CEMP. 

 FNapolitano – confirm whether the Construction and Operation Environment 
Management Plans will be available to discuss with the group at meetings on 2 
June and 30 June respectively, and if these dates will work in relation to 
construction schedule. Outcome – will be available, although meeting agenda 
schedule is being revised to accommodate further discussion on urban design and 
landscaping aspects. 

 MFrancisco – meet with Lou Swan and Bill Grose (and others) to discuss the 
issue of road access to Steel Bridge campsite and to establish the preferred 
location for interpretive signage (and/or artwork). Outcome – meeting held and 
input provided. A further meeting was held on 29 April. A report on the input 
provided will be given to the CLG at 12 May meeting. 

 MFrancisco – check if there is a fence between the stock route and the steel 
bridge campsite. Outcome – there is a fence in this location, and the exact details 
are being discussed Rural Lands Protection Board (RLPB). 

 RAusling – investigate the possibility of moving the Caretakers Residence to 
elsewhere on the showground property. Progress – preliminary estimates are 
being considered by the RTA.  

 MFrancisco – liaise with the RTA contact for signage (Wayde Hazelton) regarding 
the guidelines and requirements for signage. Outcome – Wayde Hazelton will 
attend 12 May meeting. 

 DAppleby – prepare artist’s impressions of the three entry statements (middle one 
possibly smaller) for the next meeting. These to be based on the themes 
developed by Council – agriculture (cotton, wheat, cattle), water, indigenous 
heritage, natural values (local flora and fauna). Outcome – preliminary concepts 
discussed at 7 April meeting. Concepts based on input received will be provided at  
2 June meeting. Further input and confirmation of direction will be sought. 

 DAppleby – consider the group’s preference for a lesser number of mature trees 
over a larger number of more juvenile trees. Progress – will be considered during 
detailed urban design and landscaping. 

 DAppleby – consider the need for driver vision at intersections and in the vicinity 
of entry statements. Progress – will be considered during detailed urban design 
and landscaping. 

3 Confirmation of acceptance of meeting notes 
 It was agreed that the meeting notes from the previous meeting will be amended to 

note that irrigation and maintenance of landscaping is to be discussed at the 
meeting between the RTA and Council. 

 With the incorporation of this amendment, it was agreed that the meeting notes will 
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be adopted. 

4 Other items arising from previous meeting/correspondence 
 No other items were raised. 

 

5 Introduction to session 
 The need to work within the urban design and landscaping budget for the project 

was discussed. It was reiterated that, working within this budget, there is a high 
degree of flexibility regarding where funds are allocated. 

 Input to indigenous artworks and heritage is being sought from the indigenous 
community at separate meetings. A report on the outcome of these discussions 
will be provided to the CLG at the meeting on 12 May.  

 A copy of the map showing locations of entry statements, artworks, interpretive 
signage etc will be provided with meeting notes. 

 

6 Current thinking and input to entry statements 
 Based on the preliminary input provided by the group at the previous meeting 

some basic concepts have been developed. The intention of these is to prompt 
thinking and provide a basis for discussion. 

 The concepts are based on the overarching themes agreed at the last meeting - 
agriculture (cattle, wheat, cotton); water; indigenous heritage; natural values (local 
flora and fauna). 

− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

The group discussed whether each location should represent one theme only, 
or if a combination of themes should be used. This issue has previously been 
discussed by the Open Space Committee. This group has since disbanded and 
it was advised that no notes or records of these discussions are available. It 
was agreed that ‘branding’ elements should be consistent throughout. It was 
also noted that a combination of themes would facilitate appeal to a diverse 
audience. The outcome of this discussion was that there appeared to be a 
preference for a combination of themes for the northern and southern entry 
statements. 

Tourism Moree has conducted some research into useful elements and it was 
agreed that circulating this to the group would be a constructive way to 
progress this discussion. 

It was noted that Council has five locations designated as entry statement sites. 
It was noted that the scope of this project includes two or possibly three entry 
statement locations – the locations for these are the northern and southern 
intersections, and possibly the intersection with Gwydir Highway. 

The group noted that costs for entry features should be on an appropriate scale 
with other urban design and landscaping elements. 

 Elements derived from discussion: 

‘Gateway to the outback’ tag line should not be used. Useful words include – 
‘gateway to the black soil plains’; ‘lifestyle’; ‘experience’; ‘artesian spa capital’. 

Prefer a simple, uncluttered look for entry statements.  
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− 
− 

− 
− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

−

Would like to see some consistent elements between the entry statements. 

Include low vegetation to help deter graffiti, and also explore anti-graffiti 
materials and removal methods. 

Use colour, texture and materials to represent themes – stylistic and abstract.  

There was strong interest in including a water theme for the southern entry 
statement. Issues with using actual water at this location were discussed at 
length and it was decided that the water theme will be explored in an abstract, 
stylistic way. The group will be given the opportunity to provide input to the 
concepts and discuss further. The group was interested in seeing the 
curvaceous wall, with eg. texturing, explored further. It was also interested in 
the use of metal or other materials to represent water. It was agreed that the 
cotton ball sculpture will not be progressed. 

It was agreed that the northern entry statement will be located in the ‘triangle’. 
The cattle and sign theme will be explored further as an option. Cattle should 
be beef not dairy – eg. herefords, brahmans. 

The group expressed concern over the potential for visual overload at the 
Gwydir Highway intersection. Rather than a single entry statement at Alice 
Street, it was suggested that an option could be a simple sign repeated at each 
of the entry points between the southern entry statement and the Alice Street 
intersection. Something simple, eg. a low horizontal style wall, with the same 
lettering/wording on each. In general, there was a preference for horizontal 
over vertical signage. Themes from northern and southern entry statements 
could also be incorporated in a subtle way, to give consistency.  

Please note that the indigenous theme is discussed below under artworks. 
Possible incorporation of some indigenous elements to entry statement/s will 
be discussed with indigenous community representatives at the meeting on 29 
April. 

 Based on the input received, two concept options for each location will be provided 
for discussion at the next meeting (subsequently moved to 2 June meeting – see 
cover letter). 

7 Current thinking and input to artworks 
 As noted previously a meeting has been held with indigenous community 

representatives, and another will be held on 29 April. All indigenous heritage and 
artwork elements will be discussed then and a report provided back to the CLG. 
Preliminary thoughts provided include: 

Carved poles could be used in a similar way to the ‘message sticks’ (similar to 
totem poles) shown in concept pictures. There are other examples of carved 
trees in the area. Local artists should be involved in the development of these 
features, if they are used. 

Some symbols and artworks developed by a local indigenous artists group 
were provided by BPring for consideration. 

There is interest in incorporating a memorial near the steel bridge camp site 
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area, showing the names of former residents. 

− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

A preference for indigenous artworks to be located near the new bridge 
crossing, and visible from the road, was expressed. This would also link in with 
the pathway, and the possibility of including carved or painted symbols in the 
pathway itself was mentioned. 

 Other artworks will be incorporated with the entry statements, as discussed above.

8 Current thinking and input to vegetation selection 
 It was noted that the success of plantings will be influenced by the arrangements 

made for watering and maintenance. As previously discussed, responsibilities for 
this will be determined by the RTA and Council. 

 It was suggested that the team contact the Moree Garden Club to discuss the plan 
for vegetation selection. MDillon or CGall can provide a contact number. 

 Elements derived from group discussion: 

Chines Tallow, Lemon Gums and Jacarandas grow well in Moree and will be 
included in landscaping design. 

Pest issues with the Sydney Blue Gum and Spotted Gum were identified. 
These are less with the Spotted Gum and it was agreed that the team should 
continue to include the species, but also explore an alternative. There is also a 
pink flowering gum that does well in Moree that could be used as a substitute – 
contact Garden Club for name. 

The group discussed the use of Claret Ash for gateways. It was noted that it is 
more in keeping with the New England area, and possibly does not do as well 
in Moree. The group liked the concept behind its use in this area. It was agreed 
that the team should continue to include the species, but also explore an 
alternative.  

There was a very mixed response to the use of palm trees. The group liked the 
concept of an oasis ‘feel’ etc near the spa baths. It was agreed that the team 
should continue to include the species, but also explore an alternative that 
could achieve a similar affect. Fig trees were suggested as a possible option. 
The Garden Club may be able to suggest a locally viable and appropriate 
species.  

The group expressed interest in using olive trees. There are olive trees growing 
in town, and the trees would also provide a link to the ‘future’ of Moree. 

Grasses should be simple to ensure the lowest appropriate maintenance level 
possible.  

Prefer low growing shrubs and groundcovers to maintain sight lines and 
security. The group would also like to see some varieties planted that introduce 
some colour, and repeated plantings at different locations to assist with 
creating a continuous look. Selection of agapanthus and other ‘alien’ varieties 
was not supported. The Garden Club has done some experimenting and may 
be able to suggest some alternatives that would do well in Moree. 

 

9 Current thinking and input to furniture, lighting, bollards  
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 Elements derived from group discussion: 

− 

− 

− 

− 

Use the same style of street furniture as currently used in Moree. The group 
thinks this is the ‘Street Furniture Australia’ option, but RAusling can provide 
the manufacturer details. 

Ensure that all seating is placed in areas where it is well lit and set close to 
road. 

Use the same bollards as currently used in Moree. RAusling can provide the 
manufacturer details.  

The group liked the protected, recessed style lights shown and it was agreed 
that the option that can be tilted would be progressed. 

 The group raised the possibility of linking lighting at the northern intersection with 
the lighting on the road into Moree (currently Newell Highway). It was noted that 
this would be desirable as would give create an obvious pathway into Moree at 
night, and would probably require three or four additional light poles. 

10 Actions arising from this meeting 
 JMcNeill - amend meeting notes from previous meeting to include reference to 

discussion on responsibilities for irrigation of landscaping; and then issue the notes 
as accepted. Outcome – complete. 

 TElbourne - send information on Tourism Moree research to JMcNeill for 
circulation to the group (asap). Outcome – information received. 

 JMcNeill – provide a copy of the map showing locations of entry statements, 
artworks, interpretive signage etc with meeting notes. Outcome – please find 
attached. 

 MDillon/CGall – provide contact number for Garden Club. Outcome – contact 
number received. 

 JMcNeill/DAppleby – contact Garden Club for input to vegetation selection. 
Outcome – Complete, contact made and details of Garden Club input will be 
provided at next CLG. 

 RAusling – provide details of manufacturer of current Moree street furniture and 
bollards to DAppleby for incorporation into design. Outcome – complete, details of 
manufactuer provided. 

 MFrancisco/FNapolitano – consider lighting needs at pedestrian refuges, 
particularly with regards to pedestrians coming off late night trains and walking up 
Anne Street to Warialda Street. There are large numbers of pedestrian traffic, and 
these are often elderly with lots of luggage. Outcome – under the scope of the 
project, lighting will be provided in the new park in front of the Spa Baths. 
Additional lighting needs will be considered during detailed design. 

 MFrancisco – consider the possibility of linking lighting at the northern intersection 
with the lighting on the road into Moree (currently Newell Highway). Outcome – 
will be considered during detailed design. 

 

11 Actions from previous meetings – in progress or outstanding 
 Note - all items that have been noted as ‘to be considered during detailed design 

phase’ are being collated on a separate register which the design team will refer to 
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once detailed design commences. 
 MFrancisco - progress discussion with Transport Management Centre concerning 

Alice Street intersection lights. Outcome – MFrancisco has spoken to the TMC 
and they advise that the suggested configuration is used in some small towns in 
America, but is not used in Australia as we have sensors in the road. In the case of 
the town centre bypass, the highway will have green lights unless the sensors are 
activated in the Alice Street legs of the intersection.  

 MFrancisco - advised that the RTA is still negotiating with owners of the property 
on the corner of River Street. The land will be purchased by the RTA. Progress – 
TBA.  

 MFrancisco/FNapolitano - advised that lighting will be provided at the major 
intersections along the route. The group was concerned about safety and lighting 
at pedestrian refuges. MFrancisco advised the current plan is for refuges to utilise 
existing lighting on Gosport Street as well as the lighting at the intersections. 
Outcome - following discussion with the group, it was agreed that the adequacy of 
this will be investigated further during detailed design stage. 

12 Details of next meeting 
 12 May 2005, 5.30pm – 7.45pm, Moree Services Club 

− 
− 
− 

Report back on actions etc from previous meeting. 

Heritage precinct strategy. 

Indigenous heritage strategy. 

 

 


