
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AUGUST 2010

 
Moree town centre bypass 
Community Liaison Group meeting - 26 
 
Tuesday 3 August 2010, Moree Town and Country Club 
 
Present: 
CLG members 
Cr John Tramby 
Cr Sue Price 
Murray Erbs (MPSC) 
David Aber (MPSC) 
Neville Mitchell 
Doug Lysaught 
Sue Lysaught 
Henry Schneebeli 
Col Thomas 
Ron Gunther 
Meryl Dillon 
William Grose 
Brian Mansfield 
Allan Woods 
 
Project team 
Monica Lea - RTA  
Jeffrey Hall – RTA 
Dane Hendry – RTA 
Troy Campbell - RTA 
Peter Glashoff – RTA Country West Road Services 
Cindy Nutley – RTA Communications 
David Sturtridge – RTA Country West Road Services 
Peter Jelbart – RTA Country West Road Services 
Alan Sun – RTA engineering graduate 
Ben Rossiter – Environmental Management Representative (on behalf of Steve O’Rourke) 
 
Guests 
Mark Bourne – DECCW 
Ben Livissianis - DECCW 
 
Apologies 
Claudia Gall 
Geoff Manchee 
Leo Reiner 
Tammy Elbourne 
Steve O’Rouke – Environmental Management Representative 
 



 

Welcome and agenda 
1) Welcome by Monica Lea (RTA facilitator) and Jeffrey Hall (RTA). 
2) Dane Hendry apologised for the administrative error that saw Paul Assef included on 

the meeting agenda following his passing earlier this year. 
3) Jeffrey Hall said a few words about Paul Assef and his contribution to the CLG, 

acknowledging his willing contribution of his time for the benefit and progress of the 
town of Moree. 

4) The CLG observed a minute’s silence in respect for Paul Assef. 
 
Feedback from previous meeting 
5) Removal of concrete that was being used as ‘ammunition’ for vandals 

a) Dane Hendry contacted the demolition contractor after the December meeting and 
the concrete stockpile was removed soon after. 

6) CLG member contact details updated 
a) The contact list has been updated. 

7) Noise mounds – deterring rock-throwing 
a) The urban design and landscaping plans include plantings of medium shrubs on both 

sides of the mounds, along with some taller trees at the western toe of the western 
mound. It is anticipated that these shrubs (which are of a spiky nature) will deter 
people from climbing the banks. There will also be street lighting for approximately 
half the length of the mounds. 

 
General business 
1) Gwydir Highway connection 

a) On 7 July 2010 the NSW Department of Planning (DoP) granted conditional 
approval for the construction and operation of the Gwydir Highway connection 
(GHC). The approval and conditions were included with the invitation and agenda 
to CLG meeting 26 and are available on the project website. 

b) The Gwydir Highway connection will allow for the staged opening and operation of 
the bypass north of the Gwydir Highway (Stage 1), and remove heavy vehicles from 
the town centre. 

c) One of the conditions of approval is that the CLG is updated on the issues 
associated with contaminated land at least every six months. 

d) The conditions associated with the approval of the GHC included: 
i) Modifications to 24 existing conditions of approval. 
ii) Addition of eight new conditions of approval: Condition 18A, 19A, 58A, 58B, 

58C, 59A, 72A, 72B. 

o 18A: The Proponent shall report to the Director General and the community at six 
monthly intervals, on the remediation of contaminated land along the southern section 
of the bypass (south of the Gwydir Highway).   The reporting shall include advice on 
remediation activities being undertaken, the progress of these activities and the 
expected timing for the completion of remediation activities. The reporting to the 
community shall be through advertising in relevant newspapers, updating of the Activity 
internet site and through the Community Liaison Group.  This reporting shall continue 
until land along the route has been remediated and construction has substantially 
commenced, unless otherwise agreed by the Director General. 

 

 

 



 

o 19A - At least four weeks prior to the commencement of operations of the GHC, the 
Proponent must notify the community, emergency services and broader road users of 
changes to access arrangements as a result of the Activity. 

 

o 58A - Prior to the opening of the GHC, the Proponent shall implement a Local Area 
Traffic Management scheme for the area bounded by Frome Street, the Mehi River and 
the rail corridor.  The scheme must be consistent with the Phase 1 measures 
presented in the document listed in condition 1(b).  

o 58B - In addition to the requirements identified in condition 57, the Proponent shall 
undertake monitoring within the area bounded by Frome Street, the Mehi River and 
the rail corridor to determine the efficacy of the GHC traffic assessment and the Phase 
1 local area traffic management measures. Monitoring shall be undertaken prior to the 
construction of the GHC and then one year following operation. This monitoring shall 
be reported to the Department and should monitoring indicate that measures are 
inadequate in controlling heavy vehicle through traffic, the Proponent shall install Phase 
2 local area traffic management measures in consultation with the community and 
Council. 

o 58C - Prior to the commencement of operations of the southern section of the bypass 
(south of the Gwydir Highway), the Proponent shall review the need for local area 
traffic management measures implemented as part of the GHC in consultation with the 
community and Council. 

o 59A - The upgrade of the Frome/Alice Street roundabout, as part of the GHC, shall be 
undertaken with due consideration to rectifying the intersection deficiencies as 
identified in the NRMA Motoring and Services Report, Newell Highway Route 
Performance Review by PB, reference 2112664APR_2071RevB and dated October 
2008. 

o 72A - The Proponent shall install directional signage on Alice Street, in consultation 
with affected businesses to inform, and direct traffic along Warialda, River and Gosport 
Streets (north of Alice Street), to those businesses impacted by the turning restrictions 
arising from the GHC. 

o 72B - The Proponent shall, in consultation with Council, review the adequacy of 
signage for the Moree Spa complex along Alice Street and Frome Street as part of the 
GHC Phase 1 local area traffic management measures. Should deficiencies be identified, 
the Proponent shall install replacement signage in consultation with Council, and to an 
equivalent or higher standard. 

 
 
Update on the remediation of contaminated land 
1) Mark Bourne and Ben Livissianis from the Department of Environment, Climate Change 

and Water (DECCW) presented an update on the remediation of the former fuel depot 
area, which forms part of the southern section corridor. 

 
2) In May 2010, Caltex entered into a Voluntary Management Proposal (VMP) with 

DECCW. The agreement was for Caltex to negotiating an arrangement with Mobil 
about the joint remediation of the contaminated ground water. The VMP set two key 
milestones: 

 



 

o By June 2010 - Undertake negotiations with Mobil to co-ordinate future remediation 
and review existing environmental reports and data. This milestone has been 
completed 
 

o By September 2010 – Submit, jointly with Mobil, a Stage 2 VMP for the purpose of 
implementing a future Remediation Action Plan (RAP). 

 
3) The Stage 2 VMP will give details on how the site is to be remediated, and provided a 

estimated timeline for the remediation. DECCW anticipates that the physical 
remediation work will commence in 2011, although the preferred method of treatment 
may be subject to trialling various extraction methods. 

 
4) There is no technical reason why the remediation of the ground water cannot be 

undertaken with the Moree town centre bypass either being constructed or operational. 
However Mark Bourne acknowledged that there were legal reasons, associated with the 
acquisition of contaminated land, that have delayed the RTA in commencing Stage 2 
construction. 

 
5) Jeffrey Hall stated that these legal reasons were due to the risk that as the owner of 

contaminated land that the RTA may have become liable for the cost of remediation. 
The federal funding of the project precludes the use of the funds to remediate 
contaminated land. 

 
Update on southern section construction 
1) Jeffrey Hall stated that with Caltex committing to voluntary action plan, and the 

impending agreement between Caltex and Mobil, the risks associated with acquiring 
contaminated lands have reduced significantly, and that the RTA is now in a position to 
complete the acquisitions. However due to the delay the cost to complete the bypass 
has risen above the federal funding limit of $56.2 million, these additional costs are 
currently unfunded. 

 
2) It is the RTA’s intention to proceed with the construction of the bypass south of the 

Gwydir Highway when adequate funding has been secured to facilitate the completion of 
the remaining works. 

 
3) The RTA has and will continue to progress with the works associated with the southern 

section of the bypass as far as possible within the existing funding limit. These works 
include: 
a) Completion of southern corridor acquisition. 
b) Relocation of utilities. 
c) Demolition of rail goods yard buildings. 
d) Bullus Drive level crossing upgrade. 
e) Some landscaping and signage. 

 
4) A CLG member asked why the RTA is bothering to continue with the Gwydir Highway 

connection if there are no further obstacles to the southern section. 
 
5) Jeffrey Hall answered that it is anticipated that the Gwydir Highway connection could be 

constructed and in operation early in the new year, allowing the use of the northern 
section, which represents $30 million of asset presently sitting unused. The operation of 



 

the GHC will allow the use of that asset and remove 1600 heavy vehicles per day from 
the town centre until the southern section is constructed. 

 
6) A CLG member asked how long would it take to construct the southern section when 

funding is secured. Jeffrey Hall replied that it would be approximately be 6 months of 
preconstruction activities followed by 12 month construction. 

 
7) Jeffrey Hall also stated that funding for the GHC will come from the original allocation 

and that no land acquisition is required for the construction of the GHC. 
 
8) A CLG member stated that “hopefully we don’t have anyone killed on the Gwydir 

Highway connection in the mean time.” 
 
9) Jeffrey Hall replied that pedestrian safety had been very carefully considered in the 

design for the GHC, and it followed very stringent standards. 
 
Progress update from Country West Road Services (Peter Glashoff) 
1) Peter Glashoff indicated that work on the northern section has been completed as far as 

possible. Work to be completed includes the northern tie-in to the existing Newell 
Highway, half of the Alice Street intersection, the new Alice Street level crossing and 
some roadside furniture and line-marking. 

 
2) Prior to starting construction on the Gwydir Highway connection, CWRS must submit 

environmental sub-plans to the NSW Department of Planning (DoP) addressing issues 
such as: 
a) Noise and vibration. 
b) Water quality. 
c) Air quality. 
d) Traffic impacts. 
Peter asked if there were any additional issues the CLG would like to see addressed by 
these plans – the CLG raised no additional issues. 
 

3) Peter Glashoff then presented issues relating specifically to the Traffic Management 
arrangements proposed for the remainder of the Alice Street worked that need to be 
included in the traffic management sub-plan to be submitted to DoP for approval. Work 
on the GHC includes: 
a) Roundabout – lowering the centre island (must be cone in two stages. 
b) Level crossing – removal and replacement (must close Alice Street). 
c) Alice Street – reconstruct existing pavement (parking cannot be provided during 

construction). 
d) Intersection – Construct southern half (must change current travel paths). 

 
4) Peter Glashoff presented three options for the construction works required along Alice 

Street: 
a) Option 1 – gravel pavement constructions, part road closure (20+ weeks, services 

risk, lower cost). 
b) Option 2 – full depth asphalt pavement, full road closure (three weeks, less 

excavation depth, higher cost). 
c) Option 3 – full depth asphalt pavement, part road closure (five weeks, less 

excavation depth, higher cost). 
 



 

5) CLG members were unanimous in dismissing Option 1, as the 20+ week construction 
timeframe was considered unacceptable. 

 
6) After discussion, the CLG members decided that both Option 2 and Option 3 were 

acceptable, however it was important to consult with affected businesses and residents 
before deciding. 

 
7) Peter Glashoff indicated that irrespective of which option was selected; 

a) Parking cannot be provision along Alice Street during construction. 
b) Pedestrians/cyclists are not able to cross the work zone (alternative access will be 

provided). 
c) Pedestrians will still be able to use the existing footpath. 
d) The GHC work can be done at the same time as the level crossing and roundabout. 

 
8) Peter advised that the approved working hours for the project are 7am to 6pm Monday 

to Friday, 8am to 1pm on Saturdays and no work on Sunday. He asked the CLG to 
support his application to DoP to extend working hours to 7am to 8pm Monday to 
Friday, and from 8am to 4pm Saturday and Sunday when work is occurring during road 
closures. The CLG endorsed this in principal, with the proviso that CWRS consult with 
the affected businesses and residents. 

 
9) The public will be notified prior and kept informed by newspaper advertising and media 

releases, letter box drops and variable message signs. There will be meetings and 
correspondence with local businesses and residents, as well as liaison with emergency 
services and the heavy vehicle industry. 

 
10) The RTA will liaise with: 

a) Police 
b) Fire brigade 
c) Ambulance and hospital 
d) Taxi and bus services 
e) Moree Spa Motor Inn and Mehi River Caravan Park 
f) Moree Services Club and Gosport Street childcare centre 
g) Businesses and residents in Alice, Gosport and Morton streets 
h) Heavy vehicle industry 
i) Moree Plains Shire Council. 

 
11) Peter Glashoff had scheduled work in October/November to incorporate the rail 

closure at that time and prevent a second closure. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.15pm 
 
ACTION: Cindy to update contact details for Brian Mansfield. 


