
 

DECEMBER 2009

Community Liaison Group meeting - 25 
Moree town centre bypass – Project INO08662 

Moree Town & Country Club, Frome Street, Moree 

Date: 5.30-7.00pm, 7 December 2009 

Present 
CLG members 
Cr Theo Tzannes 
Cr John Tramby 
Cr Claudia Gall 
Murray Erbs (MPSC) 
David Aber (MPSC) 
Neville Mitchell 
Doug Lysaught 
Sue Lysaught 
Henry Schneebeli 
Col Thomas 
Geoff Manchee 
Ron Gunther 
Meryl Dillon 
Leo Rainer 
Project Team 
Monica Lea - RTA  
Jeffrey Hall – RTA 
Dane Hendry – RTA 
Sam Brown - RTA 
Peter Glashoff – RTA Country West Road Services 
David Sturtridge – RTA Country West Road Services 
Steve O‘Rourke – Environmental Management Representative (EMR) 
Cindy Nutley – RTA Communications 
Observers 
None 
Apologies 
CLG members 
Cr Sue Price  
 
Welcome and agenda 

a) Welcome by Monica Lea (RTA, facilitator) and Jeffrey Hall (RTA). 



 

b) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) raised the issue that some CLG members had not received an 
invitation to attend the meeting. This appears to be due to an administrative error. 
CLG members were asked to include their updated contact details on the 
attendance sheet, so details can be checked in the CLG contact list. 

ACTION: Updated contact details to be sent to SKM.  (Cindy Nutley) 

c) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) announced that Robert Ausling (RTA) would no longer be 
working on the Moree bypass as he had taken a position in Port Macquarie. Robert 
had made a valuable contribution to the project over many years and these 
contributions will be missed. 

 

Feedback from previous meeting 

 CLG membership – councillors and new members 

a) Following the previous meeting, Monica Lea (RTA) was to check the CLG Terms of 
Reference in relation to council representatives on the CLG and advised as follows: 

I. Moree Plains Shire Council has four representatives on the CLG. These 
comprise three councillors and the General Manager (and/or his 
representative). The current councillor representatives on the CLG are: 

o Cr Claudia Gall 

o Cr John Tramby 

o Cr Theo Tzannes 

o General Manager David Aber (or his representative, and 
accordingly a CLG invitation is also extended to Murray Erbs 
who is then able to assist in David's absence). 

II. It is council’s responsibility to nominate the three councillors to be its 
representatives on the CLG. 

III. If a councillor is not re-elected to council, they are no longer a member of 
the CLG and council may nominate a replacement. If the ex-councillor wishes 
to remain a member of the CLG, they will be considered for inclusion if they 
represent a specific sector of the community that is not being represented. 
This same rule applies for any people wishing to become new members of 
the CLG. 

IV. It is possible for a councillor to be a member of the CLG as a private citizen, 
not as a council representative. 

V. As a courtesy an additional invitation is extended to the Mayor to participate 
in the meetings. However because Mayor Katrina Humphries has declared a 
conflict of interest over the bypass the Deputy Mayor, Cr Sue Price is invited 
as the Mayor’s representative. 

 

Changes to CLG24 notes 

a) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) distributed a copy of meeting notes from CLG24 with one ‘tracked 
change’ as recommended by Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water 



 

(DECC) and Mobil-Exxon. This change was recommended as a clarification and CLG 
members raised no concerns in relation to this amendment. 

 

Demolition of rail buildings 

a) At CLG24, members raised the issue of expediting the demolition of the 
dilapidated rail buildings south of Alice Street on land recently acquired by the 
RTA. These buildings are considered an ‘eyesore’ for the town. 

b) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) advised that these buildings have now been demolished. 

c) A CLG member expressed concern that the demolition has created a stockpile of 
concrete that was used by vandals to break windows at the Caltex depot. Despite 
the area being fenced off, unknown vandals are getting in and using the rocks as 
projectiles. The issue has been reported to police. 

d) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) acknowledged the problem and emphasised that the site is 
fenced and that even when the concrete stockpile is removed vandals may then 
throw the rocks in the railway corridor. He advocated continued cooperation with 
the police and ensuring timely stockpile removal. 

e) Dane Hendry (RTA) advised that the demolition contractor has started to remove 
the concrete and that he would contact the contractor in an attempt to speed this 
up. 

ACTION: Dane Hendry (RTA) to contact the RTA’s demolition contractor to ensure 
the concrete stockpile is removed as soon as possible. 

 

General business 

Graffiti and vandalism 

a) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) advised that the first instance of graffiti on the bridge occurred 
during the previous week. The graffiti will be removed by Country West Road 
Services. 

b) A CLG member expressed concern that members of the public had been climbing 
the mound to view events in the Moree show ground. There was also concern that 
vandals were using the constructed noise mounds as ‘launching areas’ for rock-
throwing. Peter Glashoff (RTA Country West Road Services) confirmed that RTA 
machinery had been recently damaged by rock-throwers and this incident has also 
been reported to the police. 

c) A CLG member asked if the RTA has considered the problem of rock throwing? 
Another CLG member suggested a method to deter this activity was for trees to 
be planted on the noise mound to prevent a clear ‘line of fire’ and to make the area 
more difficult to approach. A second suggestion, as a deterrent, was to light the 
area. A third suggestion was that allowing traffic to use the northern section would 
be the strongest deterrent against anti-social activity. 

d) A CLG member recommended minimising the rocks in the area, however this was 
considered ineffective because of the presence of railway ballast in the railway 



 

corridor. Jeffrey Hall (RTA) said that the RTA would ensure that the area will be 
left as clean as is practicable. 

ACTION: Dane Hendry (RTA) to consult the Urban Design Landscaping and Report to 
determine if vegetation can be planted on the front (road) side of the noise mounds to 
discourage activity. Dane is also to check how soon vegetation can be planted to 
ensure that it is established as soon as possible. 

 

Contamination: update on progress 

a) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) advised that following information provided at CLG24, Caltex 
had submitted a draft voluntary management proposal to the Department of 
Environment, Climate Change and Water (DECCW). DECCW has requested 
Caltex make a number of changes to its draft voluntary management proposal,and 
accordingly the original Caltex timeline of having the voluntary management 
proposal in place by Christmas 2009 is now unlikely. 

b) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) advised that DECCW requested the changes to the draft 
voluntary management proposal to provide further detail, particularly in relation to 
how Caltex proposes to deal with contamination that has migrated off site under 
Gosport Street and under the rail corridor. DECCW also requires contingency 
details in the event that no agreement is reached with Mobil-Exxon in relation to 
their joint responsibilities. 

c) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) has also requested to DECCW that the RTA be given the 
opportunity to provide comment on Caltex’s submissions to DECCW. This will 
assist RTA in further managing the contamination risks. 

 

Gwydir Highway connection: environmental assessment and submissions 

a) Dane Hendry (RTA) advised that the environmental assessment (EA) for the 
construction and operation of the Gwydir Highway connection (GHC) was placed 
on display from 14 October 2009 to 16 November 2009. 

b) Submissions in relation to the EA were sent directly to the NSW Department of 
Planning (DoP), and then forwarded to the RTA. 

c) Fifteen submissions were received in total. Issues raised in these submissions 
included (but are not limited to); 

i. Pedestrian safety (accessing Moree Spa Baths, schools, day care, market days 
etc). 

ii. Increase in noise. 

iii. Disruption to businesses in Alice Street and Gosport Street. 

iv. Parking in Alice Street. 

v. Access to Gosport Street north and south,. 

vi. Operation of the Frome/Alice Streets roundabout. 

vii. Road safety. 



 

viii. Uncertainty of Stage 2 being constructed. 

ix. Dust (from construction and operation). 

d) The RTA will now prepare a submissions report, in which all concerns raised in the 
submissions must be addressed. Dane Hendry (RTA) expects that this will be 
prepared by end January 2010. 

e) DoP will then consider the environmental assessment, the submissions and the 
RTA’s submissions report. 

f) DoP will make a decision, with one of three possible outcomes; 

i. Approve the proposal. 

ii. Conditional approval of the proposal. 

iii. Reject the proposal. 

g) Dane Hendry (RTA) advised that the current works underway on the bypass 
between the bridge over Mehi River and Alice Street, as well as the works on Alice 
Street between Gosport Street and Morton Street, are covered by the existing 
approval. 

h) The environmental assessment (EA) currently being considered by the Department 
of Planning (DoP) covers: 

i.  Works on Alice Street between Gosport and Frome Street, and  

ii. The staged operation of the bypass. 

i) A CLG member asked that if the contamination issues were resolved soon, would 
the GHC still be constructed? Dane Hendry (RTA) advised that it was likely that 
the GHC would go ahead (subject to approval), because even if the contamination 
issues were resolved quickly, the GHC could be constructed and in operation at 
least eight months prior to completion of the southern section of the bypass. This 
would allow for the use of the northern section and new bridge, thus removing 
heavy vehicle and highway traffic from the central business district of Moree. 

j) A CLG member asked for an indication of the timeframe for construction of the 
GHC. Peter Glashoff (Country West Road Services - CWRS) indicated that it 
depends on traffic staging etc, and could take up to 20 weeks. 

k) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) indicated that there is an agreement within the RTA that 
resources will be in place to allow the GHC to be constructed as quickly as 
possible following any approval by DoP. 

l) Dane Hendry (RTA) indicated that for the GHC, the RTA has been granted 
approval by the Federal Government to continue to use the Stage 1 contractor (ie 
CWRS) as an extension to the existing contract.  CWRS had to meet stringent 
conditions to ensure value for money and that the rates for the work are 
competitive. This approval was granted to ensure expediency in constructing the 
GHC, if and when DoP grants approval - an open tender process would take more 
than six months to complete. 

m) A CLG member expressed concern that the intersection of Gosport Street and 
Amaroo Drive is becoming unsafe. Jeffrey Hall (RTA) indicated that upgrades to 



 

this intersection were planned as part of Stage 2; however, the RTA is investigating 
the need for safety works near Bulluss Drive. 

n) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) also indicated that as part of the Gwydir Highway connection 
(again subject to DoP approval), the RTA will construct a cul-de-sac at the 
southern end of Gosport Street, as detailed in the environmental assessment. 

 

Bypass corridor south of Alice Street 

a) Jeffrey Hall (RTA)  stated that the carpark near the railway station is not being 
moved to the eastern side at this stage, and that the existing car park off Gosport 
Street would remain until construction commences on the southern section of the 
bypass.. 

b) A CLG member questioned what landscaping would occur in the old railway goods 
yard area once demolition works are completed. Jeffrey Hall (RTA) indicated that, 
while the final decision has not been made, the RTA does not plan on leaving the 
area barren, but neither does it plan to undertake any part of the final landscaping. 
The RTA will look into ways to improve the area, such as growing grass  

c) CLG members expressed appreciation of the work RTA is doing on the demolition 
and removal of the derelict railway buildings and the erection of the Moree entry 
statements. 

 

Progress update from Country West Road Services (Peter Glashoff) 

a) Some asphalt work has been undertaken recently, and Peter Glashoff (CWRS) 
indicated that he will seal the whole northern section next week (weather 
permitting). 

b) There will be no work underway between 18 December 2009 and 11 January 2010, 
except for plant watering. 

c) Responding to a question regarding the Frome/Alice Street roundabout, Peter 
Glashoff (CWRS) indicated that . following GHC approval by DoP, the centre of 
the roundabout will be lowered to allow for improved heavy vehicle turning 
movements.  

d) A minor realignment of the kerb on the south eastern corner of the roundabout is 
required to allow for improved heavy vehicle turning movements. This work will 
move the existing kerb back by approximately one metre. It will not effect the 
footpath in the area. 

e) A CLG member indicated that they had noticed some deterioration of the road 
surface in Gosport Street near the current works and asked if it would be repaired. 
Peter Glashoff (CWRS) indicated that the RTA did a dilapidation survey prior to 
the works, and will repair any damage beyond normal wear and tear at the 
completion of works. 

 

Meeting closed at 6.55pm 
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