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Item  

1 Welcome and agenda 
 The group was welcomed and thanked for their understanding in relation to the 

cancellation of the last meeting due to adverse weather conditions making it 
unsafe to fly.  

 It was advised that this meeting will run a little longer, so that the content planned 
for the previous and this meeting can be covered in one session. A break is 
scheduled for mid-session and, as usual, hot food will be provided at the end.  

 It was advised that the focus of this meeting will be on finalising the urban and 
landscape design aspects of the project. The urban and landscape design material 
has been split into two sections. An overview of the elements that have been 
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adopted for the project will be provided. A visual display has been developed for 
each of the elements that has been adopted then we will discuss the elements that 
are to be finalised this evening. Following this, the plan will be submitted to DIPNR 
for approval.  

 A plan for ‘where to from here’ will be discussed at the end. 
 The group asked whether working in small groups would assist with moving the 

agenda along more quickly. It was advised that this technique is used to achieve 
specific objectives, and usually requires more rather than less time. 

 It was advised that noise and noise mitigation plans and issues will be discussed 
in detail at a future meeting. At this stage this session is planned for September, 
when it is expected that the majority of noise related investigations will be 
complete. This will be confirmed in the meeting notes from this meeting (see 
actions at end). 

 It was requested that group members please be mindful of attendance, as 
requested by the group the Charter includes an attendance clause. Consistency of 
attendance facilitates the agenda moving forward, and also ensures that members 
have the opportunity to provide input to all aspects under discussion. 

 Apologies for this meeting were received from Peter Cooper, Col Thomas and 
Claudia Gall. 

2 Report on actions from previous meetings 
 MFrancisco – arrange copies of the final directional signage plan to be provided 

to the group for comment, including information on tourism signage and driver-
reviver signs. Progress – not received as yet, will follow up and see if can have a 
copy ready for the next meeting.  

 MFrancisco – seek input internally on the inclusion of ‘thanks for visiting’ style 
signs at the exit points. Progress – as part of final directional signage plan (see 
above point). 

 DAppleby – incorporate the feedback on gateways provided by the group. 
Complete – elements incorporated as recorded in meeting notes. 

 MFrancisco – consider the irrigation needs of the vegetation to be included at the 
northern intersection once all species have been selected. If irrigation is necessary 
during the establishment or operational phases, consider the possibility of 
accessing water via the adjacent pump. This would need to be discussed further 
with Council. Progress – will be addressed during detailed design stage. 

 MFrancisco/FNapolitano/DAppleby – consider safety issues in the area around 
the new bridge. Progress – response has been received from DIPNR regarding 
lighting in the area. Initial discussions have been held with local police and the 
Safer By Design unit. These discussions will continue, and a decision will be made 
based on the recommendations provided by these expert bodies.  

 BPring – provide design team with information on any copyright etc issues in 
relation to reusing the cut-out animal designs developed for the main street 
pergolas. Progress – still being investigated, it is possible that council bought the 
copyright from the students. 

 DAppleby – investigate possible reasons for the existing palms near the Spa 
Baths doing poorly and incorporate into plans for any additional trees of same 
species.  Complete - two palm and one fig option will be presented later in the 
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meeting. The poor condition of the existing trees appears to be a result of 
intermittent maintenance, rather than water related or other issues. 

 SO’Rourke – discuss with DIPNR whether there is any possibility of including 
some lighting in the bridge area to improve safety. Complete - DIPNR has 
indicated that it does not see a problem with lighting under the bridge, based on 
SKM’s “Walkway Lighting Under Mehi Bridge Concept Design Report”, see above 
notes for additional information on this issue. 

 DAppleby - investigate further any information available on the concrete-style 
carved trees used in Lismore (cost, materials etc). Complete – artist has been 
difficult to track down as project was undertaken over 10 years ago. The project 
team is progressing cost and materials investigations through other channels. It 
was confirmed that this element will be included in the design plans, and the 
current investigations will determine whether they will be round or square. 

 DAppleby – investigate the anti-vandal qualities of the etched steel style signage 
shown at meeting, and a possible material for a solid base (eg. rock or concrete).  
Complete – will be discussed later in the meeting. 

 Note - all items that have been noted as ‘to be considered during detailed design 
phase’ are being collated on a separate register which the design team will refer to 
once detailed design commences. 

3 Confirmation of acceptance of meeting notes 
 No issues were raised and the meeting notes have been adopted. 

 

4 Other comments and feedback arising from last meeting and actions 
 CThomas requested that (in his absence) the possibility of including a sign 

directing north-bound traffic to the hospital along Frome Street could be included in 
the signage plan. He noted that this is most likely the quickest route for emergency 
vehicles. MFrancisco will confirm if this is the quickest route, and if so whether the 
sign can be incorporated into the signage plan. 

 The group enquired about the expected timing of construction commencement. 
MFrancisco advised the required documentation relating to this aspect has been 
submitted for approval. The tender process will be progressed as soon as approval 
is received. The tender process is expected to take two to three months. 
 In the meantime, preparatory works to enable construction of the northern 

section are being performed, including relocation of Country Energy and 
Telstra utilities, tree-clearing by (local?) contractors; and preparation of various 
sites in coming weeks. 

 The group enquired as to whether the electricity poles in the vicinity of the 
northern intersection could be shifted so as to facilitate the possibility of a 
future connection with the Carnarvon Highway. RAusling advised that he does 
not think the poles are in the way,but will check on this matter. RAusling invited 
interested members to visit the project office and inspect all available plans.  

 The group enquired as to when the houses acquired for demolition will be removed. 
RAusling explained that the recent heavy rains delayed the work and that work will 
resume next Monday (01/08). Any asbestos identified has been removed in 
accordance with Workcover requirements. It will take approximately three weeks to 
complete the demolition work as each house takes about four days. The River 
Street house is now ready for demolition. 
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 The group enquired as to who will demolish the Don’s Smash Repairs building. 
RAusling advised that this will be included in the southern section contract 
package. 

 The group sought confirmation as to whether the Option 4 alignment has now 
been adopted. MFrancisco advised that a few investigations still need to be 
completed but that detailed design is being progressed for the Option 4 alignment. 

5 Presentation on Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 
and Construction Staging Report 

 Construction Environmental Management Plan  
 CBrandenburger provided a presentation on the CEMP outlining the purpose, 

processes and responsibilities covered by the document.  
 Environmental Management Plans integrate all the environmental management 

measures outlined in the EIS, Representations Report, approval conditions and 
relevant legislation. 

 The Project Environment Management Plan (PEMP) is used by the RTA and 
the Construction Environment Management Plan (CEMP) is used by the 
construction contractor. 

 The CEMP for this project contains 13 chapters and two appendices. An 
overview of these was presented to the group for discussion, including the 
notification process for disruptive activities and the complaint handling 
procedure. 

 The group enquired as to what activities the construction contractor may 
be carrying out at night that may generate a complaint. It was emphasised 
that the construction contractor will have set working hours and that it is 
unlikely that any work will take place at night. In the event night work is 
necessary, the approval process outlined in the conditions of approval will 
be adhered to. It is anticipated that night time complaints are most likely to 
be generated by ad hoc incidents, such as a tap or light being left on 
accidentally or intruders accessing the site.   

 The group enquired as to whether residents will have access to their 
properties during construction. FNapolitano advised that people will have 
access to their properties at all times. Residents will be advised of any 
temporary amendments to access arrangements, as per the notification 
strategy laid out in the CEMP. 

 The CEMP also consists of nine sub plans which provide more detail on the 
environmental management measures for the project. The heritage sub plan 
was presented to the group at a previous meeting. A list of the other sub plans 
was provided to the group and copies were made available for discussion. 

 The environmental management process incorporates measures outlined in the 
EIS, Representations Report, approval conditions and relevant legislation. The 
process was demonstrated by outlining two measures for dust control that will 
be included in the Construction Air Quality Sub-Plan of the CEMP to be used 
by the construction contractor.  

 Construction Staging Report 
 It is currently proposed that two contracts will be let for the construction of the 

Bypass. Contract 1 will include the Mehi River Bridge, creek culverts and 
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Northern Section roadworks, and Contract 2 will include the Southern Section 
roadworks, signs, line marking and the road surface (wearing course) for both 
the northern and southern sections. 

 The RTA will be submitting a Construction Staging Report to DIPNR describing 
the stages and identifying how the approval conditions will be addressed in 
each stage. 

6 Report on integrated Urban and Landscape Design, adopted elements 
 The following is an overview of Mehi River and Northern Section elements 

discussed at previous meetings and adopted: 
 A rural setting with riparian plantings, native pasture grasses and street trees. 
 The travelling stock route and holding area. 
 Screen planting for Gwydirfield House and racecourse. 
 Scattered trees on the east and north to keep vistas open 
 Northern entry statement with cattle and droving theme. 

 The following is an overview of Southern Section elements discussed at previous 
meetings and adopted 
 An Aboriginal themed walkway with gateways at each end with colouring and 

animal tracks in the walkway. 
 Steel Bridge camp site memorial area including totem-like poles, interpretive 

signage and a mural on the bridge pier. 
 Park area with shade trees, pergolas, interpretive signage, seating and lighting 
 The Heritage Precinct comprising of the Moree Spa Baths, Victoria Hotel and 

Railway Station with paving, interpretive signage and tree planting. 
 Street tree planting along Gosport Street. 
 The Railway car park with landscaping including trees and seats. 
 Pedestrian refuges at the railway station, at the Gwydir Highway/Alice Street 

intersection, near Jones Street and near Adelaide Street. 
 Southern entry statement with artesian water theme, and three smaller entry 

statements with Aboriginal style local animal artworks at Gwydir Highway/Alice 
Street intersection, Anne Street turn off and the new turn off where Guy 
Roberts Commodities is currently located. 

 The following tree species were discussed at previous meetings and adopted: 
 Signature trees - Queensland White Gum. 
 Gateway trees - Claret Ash. 
 Street trees - Jacaranda and Flame Tree. 
 Park trees - Figs, Pink Flowering Ironbarks, Chinese Tallow and Chinese Elm. 
 Southern entry statement feature grove - Olive trees. 
 Spa baths - Palms / figs (to be discussed in the next section). 
 Railway car park - Brush box trees. 

 The possibility of progressing the screen planting in the vicinity of Gwydirfield 
House as soon as possible was discussed. This approach would allow the plants 
to become established and grow before the Bypass becomes operational. This 
planting was considered to be a sensible approach and MFrancisco agreed to 
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speak to LReiner about this separately.  
 The group asked what will happen to the last few Carbeen trees that remain on the 

northern side of the bridge. It was advised that trees in the path of the alignment 
will need to be removed, and that there is a requirement under the Conditions of 
Approval to collect seed and revegetate the area. The original location of the trees 
was between the Bypass and Gwydirfield Road so it would be good to replant 
them here if possible. 

 The group enquired as to whether across the railway at the Gywdir Highway/Alice 
Street intersection will be provided during construction. It was advised that access 
would be maintained at all times and that in the event a temporary detour is 
necessary, residents will be notified in advance as per the notification strategy laid 
out in the CEMP. 

7 Presentation on Urban Landscape and Design, elements for discussion 
 Northern entry statement 

 As requested at the last meeting, the northern entry statement was presented 
in three colours – light blue, sunset and sandstone. Following a detailed 
discussion, the group unanimously agreed that the sandstone colour should be 
adopted. A copy of the slide presented for this element is included with these 
minutes, for the benefit of those who could not attend the meeting. 

 Middle entry statements 
 The group endorsed the decision taken at the meeting with the Aboriginal 

community representatives group to include the Gamilaroi name and an 
Aboriginal style symbol for three of the following local animals: porcupine, 
crayfish, yellowbelly fish and sand goanna. 

 It was agreed that the colour for the middle entry statements will also be 
sandstone. 

 Southern entry statement 
 Previous input from the group was incorporated into the latest design for the 

southern entry statement which now consists of a realistic style bore head 
made from corten steel and a cascade of water cut from a sheet of stainless 
steel. A copy of the slide presented for this element is included with these 
minutes, for the benefit of those who could not attend the meeting. 

 It was suggested that the water spout should cascade a little further. It was 
agreed that the design will be adopted with this amendment. 

 The group enquired as to whether a real bore head could be used and it was 
advised that a real bore head would be too small, and that the proposed style 
will link better with the other entry statement elements and also with the 
northern entry statement. The group advised that a full scale picture of an 
original pump is displayed upstairs in the old Council office, and that Steven 
Ritchie of the Historical Society would be a good person to speak to about this. 
The team noted that this will be useful to draw on when the final artwork for the 
design is being undertaken. 

 It was agreed that the colour for the southern entry statement will also be 
sandstone. 

 Lighting under the new Mehi River bridge 
 DIPNR has advised that it has no concerns with lighting under the Mehi River 
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bridge, if SKM’s lighting design which reduces light spill (see section on actions 
from last meeting) is adopted 

 The issue of whether lighting would improve or reduce safety in the area was 
discussed 

 FNapolitano advised that he has spoken to the Police Safer By Design Unit in 
Parramatta who requested more information from him before they could fully 
advise. They also suggested speaking with the local police. 

 RAusling advised that he has spoken with the local police who advised that 
recommend lighting the area, and requested that vehicle access be restricted. 
Lighting will also assist with patrolling the area. 

 The project team advised that it will continue discussion with both the Safer By 
Design unit and the local police and that the decision on lighting will be made in 
line with their recommendations. They also noted that the entire area has been 
designed with safety and deterrence of vandalism in mind. 

 Trees in park in front of Spa Baths 
 As requested at the previous meeting, alternatives to the proposed Canary 

Date palm were provided - Cabbage Tree Palm (the same species planted in 
front of Spa Baths on Anne Street); the Canary Date palm (same species as in 
Jellicoe Park); and the Hills Fig. 

 The group agreed that it preferred one of the palm species over the fig species 
but were undecided as to which. As there was no strong opinion, it was agreed 
that the decision as to which palm tree to adopt will be left in the hands of the 
landscaping experts and the RTA.   

 Additional signage recognising the Gamilaroi nation 
 As requested by the Aboriginal community representatives group the possibility 

of including an additional sign recognising that the Bypass is located within the 
Gamilaroi nation was raised.  Various wording was discussed - ‘Gamilaroi 
Nation’; ‘Gamilaroi Country’ and ‘Land of the Gamilaroi’. The group indicated 
that the words ‘you are in Gamilaroi country’ are preferred to ‘you are in the 
Gamilaroi nation’ as they are seen as more inclusive.  

 The three possible locations identified in conjunction with the Aboriginal 
community representatives group were discussed: 

 additional RTA-style signs at either end of the Bypass 
 an additional sign on the north western side of the Alice Street intersection 
 incorporating the phrase into each of the three middle entry statements  

 It was noted that the preference of the Aboriginal community representatives 
group is for the additional signage at either end of the Bypass. MFrancisco 
advised that he will investigate whether this is possible within the new RTA 
signage guidelines. If this is not possible, the group indicated that its 
preference would be to incorporate the wording into the three middle entry 
statements, as members noted that there will be a large number of directional 
signs at the Alice Street intersection.  

 This proposal will be progressed by the RTA through the Aboriginal community 
representatives group. The CLG will be advised of the outcome of these 
discussions. 
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8 Where to from here? 
 The Urban and Landscape Design Report will be submitted to DIPNR for approval 

shortly. This reflects the extensive input provided by the CLG and as such details a 
design plan that is locally relevant and appropriate. A copy of the approved report 
will be made available for viewing at a future meeting. 

 It was agreed that the following meetings will be tentatively scheduled for the 
remainder of the year. The topics will be confirmed closer to the date of each, 
pending completion of relevant studies and design work:  
 29 Sept - noise and vibration issues and mitigation 
 20 October - detailed road design, including feedback on all items raised by the 

group to date 
 17 November (or one month before construction starts should there be a delay) 

- construction start up meeting, with construction contractor for northern section 
present 

 15 December – if required 
 The timing of meetings during the construction phase was discussed and it was 

agreed that meetings will be held approximately every three months and as 
necessary as determined by the construction schedule (eg. major construction 
events) 

 As discussed the project website address is included with these meeting notes. 
 The group endorsed the paragraph referring to the work of the CLG that is to be 

included in the next Community Update newsletter, as follows: 
 The project team has been working with the Moree Town Centre Bypass 

Community Liaison Group (CLG) throughout the design process. The CLG 
strongly supported the adoption of the modified route alignment. The group 
provided useful input on local traffic and pedestrian movements to assist with 
the development of a locally relevant design. 

 

9 Actions arising from this meeting 
 FNapolitano – decide whether lighting will be included under the new bridge, with 

the determination based on discussions with Safer By Design Unit, local police and 
DIPNR.  Outcome – lighting will be included under the bridge, in accordance with 
SKM’s lighting plan.  

 RAusling - check whether electricity poles in the vicinity of the northern 
intersection are positioned so as to facilitate any future connection to the 
Carnarvon Highway.  

 FNapolitano – advise group whether noise investigations will be complete in time 
for September meeting. Progress – at the time of issuing these meeting notes this 
is looking unlikely, however the September meeting will go ahead regardless and 
the group will be advised of the agenda closer to the date 

 RAusling – investigate whether Frome Street would be the quickest route to the 
hospital for northbound emergency vehicles. If so, determine whether this signage 
can be incorporated into the plan. Progress – will be investigated during detailed 
design. 

 MFrancisco – speak to LReiner about the possibility of commencing screen 
planting as soon as possible in the vicinity of his property. Progress – MFrancisco 
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will speak with LReiner about this when next in Moree. 
 MFrancisco – if possible, arrange for Carbeen revegetation to occur in areas 

where it currently exists. Outcome – included in the Flora and Fauna Sub-plan 
and will be included in the proposed landscaping contract. 

 JMcNeill – include a copy of the northern entry statement in colour slide and the 
southern entry statement design with meeting notes. Complete – attached.  

 DAppleby – modify bore head spout in southern entry statement design so 
cascades further outwards. Progress – will be included in final contract 
documents. 

 DAppleby – speak to Stephen Ritchie of the Historical Society about accessing 
the full size bore head picture to assist with the detailed design of the southern 
entry statement. Progress – will be undertaken prior to preparing final contract 
documents. 

 MFrancisco/DAppleby – decide which of the two palm tree options will be used in 
the park in front of the Spa Baths. Outcome – the Canary Date Palm will be used. 

 MFrancisco – investigate the possibility of a new RTA sign on the either end of 
the Bypass with wording to the effect of ‘you are in Gamilaroi Country’  Progress – 
this will be considered and the group advised of the outcome. 

 JMcNeill – provide the website address for the project in these meeting notes. 
Complete - http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/moreetowncentrebypass. 

10 Actions from previous meetings – in progress or outstanding 
 MFrancisco – arrange copies of the final directional signage plan to be provided 

to the group for comment, including information on tourism signage and driver-
reviver signs and whether ‘thanks for visiting’ style signs could be included or not. 
Progress – will be provided once detailed design is complete and signage plan is 
prepared. 

 BPring – provide design team with information on any copyright etc issues in 
relation to reusing the cut-out animal designs developed for the main street 
pergolas.  

 Please note all items that have been noted as ‘to be considered during detailed 
design phase’ are being collated on a separate register which the design team will 
refer to once detailed design commences. 

 

11 Details of next meeting 
 29 Sept 2005, 5.30pm, Moree Services Club 

 Report back on actions etc from previous meeting 
 Noise and vibration issues and mitigation 

 

 


