
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moree town centre bypass 
Community Liaison Group meeting 27 
Tuesday 19 October 2010 
Moree Town and Country Club 

 
Present 
CLG members 
Claudia Gall 
Meryl Dillon 
Sue Price 
Allan Woods  
Henry Schneebeli 
Sue Lysaught 
Dought Lysaught 
Leo Reiner 
Bill Grose 
John Tramby 
Col Thomas 
David Aber (MPSC) 
 
RTA project team 
Jeffrey Hall 
Dane Hendry 
David Sturtridge 
Peter Glashoff (CWRS) 
Alan Sun 
 
Steve O’Rourke – Environmental Management Representative 
 
Apologies 
Ben Livissianis – Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water 
 
Interpretive area walk-through 
CLG members were invited to view the Steel Bridge Aboriginal campsite interpretive area prior to the 
meeting. The walk commenced at the corner of Alice and Gosport streets and followed the walkway to the 
Steel Bridge Aboriginal campsite interpretive area. 
 
Welcome and agenda 

1. Welcome by facilitator Monica Lea. 
 
Business arising from previous minutes 

2. Brian Mansfield’s contact details have been updated. 
 
 
General business 
Contamination update 



3. Ben Livissianis from Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water (DECCW) was 
unable to attend the meeting, however he provided the following update on the decontamination 
of the southern section corridor via email: 

a. Caltex has provided DECCW with a draft voluntary management proposal (VMP) for the 
remediation of the former depot, in accordance with the second milestone of its existing 
VMP. 

b. Mobil has also provided DECCW with a similar VMP for the remediation of its site. 
c. Caltex and Mobil are working cooperatively and have jointly engaged a consultant to 

prepare a remediation action plan (RAP) to remediate the commingle groundwater plume 
beneath the two depots. 

d. Site works (commencing with field trials) are expected to start in the first quarter of 2011. 
e. DECCW will review the VMP and RAP to ensure that the proposed works meet the 

requirements for the remediation of the former depots. 
f. Implementation of the VMP will not impact upon Stage 2 (southern section) of the bypass 

and the remediation works can be undertaken regardless of the status of the bypass. 
 
Gwydir Highway connection  

4. Peter Glashoff, Country West Road Services, provided an update on the Alice Street road 
closure and the mitigation measures being used to minimise the impact on businesses and 
residents in the area:  

a. The Alice Street road closure will commence 8 November 2010 with work expected to be 
completed prior to the 28 November 2010, weather permitting. 

b. Community updates relating to the closure of Alice Street to allow for the upgrade of the 
Alice Street pavement will be distributed to all mailboxes and post office boxes in Moree in 
the week commencing 25 October 2010. Copies of this update have also been provided to 
businesses affected by the Alice Street road closure for distribution to their regular 
customers. 

c. Variable message signs (VMS) will be in place from 25 October to give motorists advance 
warning of upcoming works, road closures and alternative routes. 

d. An application to extend the working hours during the Alice Street closure has been 
submitted to the Department of Planning. The extended hours will allow for the quickest 
possible completion of the works, and allow work between 7am and 8pm Monday to Friday 
and 7am to 4pm on Saturday and Sunday. Approval for the extended work hours is 
expected to be given. 

e. All residents and businesses on Alice Street, and some on Gosport and Frome streets have 
been consulted about the road closure. 

f. Signage will be used to show customers how to access businesses that are affected. Flyers 
showing how to access individual businesses will also be produced with copies given to 
each business for distribution to its customers. 

5. Weather permitting, it is expected that the northern section of the bypass, along with the 
Gwydir Highway connection will be operational prior to Christmas. The northern tie-in will not 
be complete, however traffic will be able to access the bypass and the Gwydir Highway 
connection, thus removing the heavy vehicle traffic through the CBD for the Christmas shopping 
period. The northern tie-in will be completed in the new year. 

 
6. Noise mitigation treatments: 

a. Residences and motels along Alice Street will be offered noise mitigation treatments. A 
contractor has been engaged to determine the appropriate noise mitigation treatment for 
each affected premises, and to reach an agreement with the property owners about that 
treatment. The contractor is expected to begin inspections in the week commencing 25 
October 2010. 

b. As each inspection is complete and agreement reached with the owner, contractors will be 
engaged to carry out the necessary noise mitigation treatments. The team will endeavour 
to engage local suppliers and contractors where possible, but as some of the work is more 
specialised non-local contractors may be required for some of the work. 

c. Due to the need to reach agreement with the owner, and the specialised nature of some of 
the treatments that may be required, it cannot be guaranteed that all noise mitigation 



measures to all properties will be completed prior to operation of the Gwydir Highway 
connection.  

7. CLG members expressed concern that the sound-proofing will not be carried out before the 
start of construction/operation, as this could have a significant effect to motels on the route. 

8. Jeffrey Hall (RTA) stated that sound mitigation is a top priority, and that it is important that 
people are fully understanding of the modifications to their private properties. As agreement is 
reached on each property the noise mitigation works will commence. Typically motels are not 
considered as sensitive receivers and are not offered noise mitigation treatments. However in the 
case of the Moree town centre bypass project motels are being offered treatments. 

9. A CLG member asked if affected residents and operators have avenues of complaint if they have 
further concerns about the project. Jeffrey Hall (RTA) said that the avenues include the RTA 
hotline, or by contacting the Department of Planning via Steve O’Rourke, who is the 
environmental management representative. 

10. ACTION: Dane Hendry to inform stakeholders of avenues of complaint. 
11. A CLG member asked why RTA staff were not able to attend a meeting organised by the 

residents and business operators on Alice Street. Jeffrey Hall answered that at the time, it was 
determined that it would be more beneficial to answer and address the needs of those affected 
on an individual basis. 

12. ACTION: Dane Hendry to inform CLG on the progress of sound-proofing. 
 
Southern section of the bypass 

13. As of 25 August 2010, the RTA is now the owner of the land occupied by the existing Caltex and 
Fluid Rail depots, as well as the land previously occupied by the Golden Fleece depot. The only 
land that the RTA does not own in the southern section corridor is the site of the existing Mobil 
depot. 

14. Funding is the biggest obstacle now for the southern section and completion of the full bypass.  
15. Jeffrey Hall stated the RTA is investigating sources of funding, and also indicated that the RTA will 

continue to work toward making the southern section ‘shovel-ready’ by acquiring all the land 
needed and relocating utilities, etc. 

16. A CLG member raised concern about some unsightly covered fencing in the southern section, 
however this belongs to Mobil and so the RTA is not able to remove the fencing or the covering 
material. 

17. CLG members asked about the long term plan for the maintenance of the existing noise mounds. 
Anything that is within the road corridor is the responsibility of the RTA for life, while the 
outside of the mounds is the responsibility of the RTA for three years. 

18. ACTION: Dane Hendry to look into options for irrigating the turf and planted areas. 
 
Meeting close 7:15pm. 
 
Post meeting notes: 

• Inspections of all residences and motels along Alice Street for noise mitigation treatments have 
been completed. Discussions with owners are underway to reach agreement on the proposed 
treatments. 

• The NSW Department of Planning has approved the extension of working hours during the Alice 
Street Closure. The extended hours will allow work between 7am and 8pm Monday to Friday and 
7am to 4pm on Saturday and Sunday. The approval is only valid for the works on Alice Street, 
between Frome and Morton streets and will not apply to the future Stage 2 works. 

• Avenues of complaint available to the community: 
 Minister for Roads, David Borger MP 
 Local Member 
 Internet feedback on RTA website 
 Project 1800 number (toll free) 
 Email western_projects@rta.nsw.gov.au 

 


